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•  AsimCDFS
•  Digital Universe
•  A600 accelerator
•  Magic User Interface 3
•  Lightwave CDs
•  Digita Organiser 2
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J a n u a r y  R e q u i r e s  at least WB 2.04 1Mb1996
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Classeetten- a ut o
-
de l e t e
file types

Cyoto to Menu - transforms cycle gadgets
-  vastly improves menus

Powottolop - universal cut and paste
MCX 2.24 - the Workbench commodity
S w a a k t i o  1.111a -  n e w  i n fo r m a t i o n  r e q u e s te r
Toolitais000r -  Docks, Applcons,
Menus and mote
WillAfi ge - Mac-style program aliases
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HE WLE TT P ACKARD
I GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI L 4 5 9

M I C I M P U i S 1259
2 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI 1659
4 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI 11099
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 SCSI £2199

HI TACHI

0 2340M8 2.5 IDE . . . . . . . . /189
SIOMB 2.5 IDE 1299
810MB 2.5 IDE £599
1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE E719

OTHERS

11999

BOMB 2.5 IDE 170
120MB 2,5 IDE 195

OVERDRIVE BARE E 9 9
OVERDRIVE 420MB 1259

2 TO 4 GIGABYTE E 6 5 9
4 TO 8 GIGABYTE E899
2 1 0 4   CARTRIDGE DL90 0 2
4 TO 8 CARTRIDGE DL120 .119.95

128 OPTICAL 1479
230MB OPTICAL 1719
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL 11999
230MB OPTICAL DISK E29.95
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK £ 1 3 9 . 9 5External IDE har d disk for  the  A500

conies complete with an internal ROM
svvitcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM

M-TEC AT500 BARE  £ 9 9
M-TEC AT500 420MB  •  1 2 5 9

MEMORY REQUIRES SO-PIN SIMMs

Save I .5MB on a standard fl oppy drive
and 3MB w hen used i n conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76,

FLOPPY EXPANDER  0 0

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to
your har d dr ive capacity and works
with al l  dr ives i ncl udi ng SCSI, IDE,
Floppies and even the RAM disk. Disk
Expander works on any Am iga w i th
any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER  1 2 5

--••••••-

The Super XL Drive allows you to s
3.5MB on a high density disk.

3.5 SUPER XL DRIVE  £ 1 2 9 -
.

The XL Dr ive al lows you t o s tor y
1.76M8 on a high density disk.

1,76 XL DRIVE EXTERNAL . . . E 7 9 .
1.76 XL DRIVE INTERNAL  I T
1.76 XL DRIVE A4000  1 7
PC8808 EXT.POWER DRIVE . 1 4 9 . 9

PCB81 A500 0 0 . 1 9
PC882 A2000  1 3 5 . 9 5

PC883 A600/1200 •

=11111111=M1
External PCMCIA 3,5" IDE hard di5k

SCSI case suitable for  CD-ROM/HD/DAT
and Optical drives.

5.25" SCSI or IDE CASE
3.5' SCSI or  IDE CASE

1 7 9 . 9 5
£ 7 9 . 9 5

ZIP DRIVE 100MB SCSI  £ 1 7 9 . 9 5
100MB DISKETTE  E 1 5 . 9 5

ZIP DRIVE REQuiRES SQUIRREL SCSIINTERF ACE

Backup to 520MB onto a 4hr VHS tape.
Version 3  has new backup modes for
Amiga's with a 68020 or higher CPU.

VIDEO BACKUP SCANT  E 6  5
VIDEO BACKUP PHONO  £ 6 0
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3  E 2 0

E l l 1 = 1 1 1 =
0SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE 1 5 9 . 9 5
AURA  E 7 9 . 9 5
MEGALOSOUND  0 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER AGA  E 5 9 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB E 9 9 . 9 5
ViDEOMASTER   E 5 2 . 9 5
VIDEOMASTER RGB  £ 8 9 . 9 5
COLOURMASTER  £ 5 2 . 9 5
PROMIDI INTERFACE  £ 1 9 . 9 5

quir rel  sesi i nter face
included where you
see thi s  logo

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1MB) •  , 1 4 0
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB) . 1 7 5

X 32 SIMM (4MB)  0 3 9
2 X 32 SIMM (8MB)  1 2 7 9
4 X 32 SIMM (16MB)  1 4 4 9

X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (IMB)  1 3 0
4 X 8 S1MM 32-PIN (4MB)  1 1 3 9

X 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000 . . . . E 2  5
X 4 DIP  1 2 5

256 X 4 DIP  1 5
x I DI P   £ 5

CIA  1 1 2
GARY  £ 1 9
PAULA 0 9
DENISE  0 9
SUPER DENISE   £ 2 5
KEYBOARD IC  0 2
FAT AGNUS I MB  E 1 9
FAT AGNUS 2 MB  E 2 9
PRINTER CABLE  1 6
RS232 CABLE  E 6
SCSI EXTERNAL  0 5
WORKBENCH 3,1 A50012000 . . . I B S
WORKBENCH 3.1 A300014000 . . 1 9 5
ROM SHARE DEVICE  0 9
2,04 ROM CHIP   E 2 5

'The award winning Power Scanner
Includes the following features: Sca
in 24-bit at upto 2000PI (all Amiga
not just AGA)*, Scan in 256 greyscales
at up to 400DPI (all Amigas), Thru'port
for printer connection, Fully supports

, AGA chipset, Display HAMB/Z4-bi t
;. images on a non-AGA Amiga (via
-image conversion), full editing facilities
'included. Works with 2.04 ROM or
iabove, min IMB (recommend 2MEI).
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POWER SCAN 4 BNV  E 8 9 . 9 5
, POWER SCAN 4 COLOUR 1 1 6 9 . 9 5

O C R  (BOUGHT WITH SCANNER) E n

; OCR SOFTWARE  1 4 9 . 9 5
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PC INTERFACE + COL VW . 1 4 9 . 9 5
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Lathed scannerE
24-bit A4 flatbed scanners, compl
with software, cables and manual.*

EPSON GT-8500  “ M
24•11IIT INC F.DINERSCAN SOFTWAAE

EPSON GT-9000  1 7 2 9 .
24-01T INC IMAGE EX REV. 1.5 SOFTWARE

ADPRO SOFTWARE . 1 1 4 9 .
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•EPSON scAs,, • "• i f ?tit fit(AA Or ,

The tow er  comes
complete with 6 x
5.25" dr ive bays,
5 x  3 . 5  d r i v e
bays, 7  i t Zor r o
slots. 5 it PC slots,
real t i m e  c l oc k
and a  2 3 0  w a t t
power supply.

A4000 TOWER  E 3 4 9

SCSI-2 controller card for  the Amiga
200014000. Upgradable to 8MB RAM

OCTOGEN 2008  1 1 2 9

ScanDoubler Ills a full 24-bit AGA ft
fixer which automatically de-interla
all AGA screen modes and scan dou
non-interlaced PAUNTSC modes to al
VGA monitors to display them, Supp
VGA, S-VGA and Multiscan monit
Pixel shar p pictur e,  even a t  14
horizontal resolution and has a stan
15-pin VGA type connector. Comes
composite video/S-VHS outputs.

SCAN DOUBLER II  1 3 9 9

Connect a CD-ROM, Syquest and
IDE hd t o  your  A200013000/40
Comes complete wi th cable and
ROM 2.04 or above.

TANDEM CD-DE

a w a r d winningamigaperipheraLmanufacturers

1
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GVP
Power Computing Ltd are
now t h e  o f fi c ia l  j o i n t
owner and manufacturer
of Great Valley Producta

Inc. For more information.
please tali 01234 273000.

qi00 68060
68060 accelerator board for the A4000
nning at  50MHz and a llowing upto

MB of  user installable memory arid a
I-II hard disk controller.  The board

n be c onfi gured wi t h  e it her 4MEI.
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• 13 STANDARD ADD _ , _  E 1 3 9
I I

A4000 68060 (OMB RAM) „  _ 1 8 2 9
A4000 68040 (OMB RAM) •  . . 1 6 9 9

8MB• 16MB or 32MB industry standard

' B GVP ADD •
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running at  SOMHz and a llowing upto
1213M8 of user installable memory and a
SCSI-11 hard disk controller.

42000 68040 (OMB RAM) _ f I B A
A2000 68060 (OMB RAM) A E T B A
4MB STANDARD ADD  £ 1 3 9
4I,AB GVP ADD  E 1 5 9

gyp ram
Offi cial GVP RAM SIMMs.

4MB GVP RAM . .  ,  1 1 5 9
16M8 1 5 4 9

-
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RAM on-board.

HC-B SCSI CARD

gyp g —lock
Award winn ing Amiga Genlock.

G•LOCK AMIGA GENLOCK 1 2 5 9
DSS-8 SOUND SAMPLER

io—extender
Zo r ro  I I  c a r d  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a n
addit ional s erial port ,  pa ra lle l po r t
arid c onnec t ion f o r  op t iona l  R5422
and R5232 port .  Call for details

loEXTENDER  E 5 9

A 68020 EC processor accelerator card for
the 4500 and A500+, with an option to fi t
a 613881 o r  68882 co-processor (PLCC or
PGA) Th is  card can fi t  upto 4MB FAST
RAM and is fully auto-confi guring.

NOT COMPATIBLE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE

A500 68020 EC OMB RAM . 1 9 9 . 9 5
ASOO 68020 EC 4MB RAM 1 2 3 9 . 9 5

ACEEX V32 BIS 144 NOT BT AppRo.EC E 139
X - L IN K  TWA  Y14 1 .H  ET A p p R O W D f 2 2 9 . 9 5

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE ,  1 4 9
ALL MODEMS INCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CABLEs

Pi (.3

MICROVITEC 143814  £ 2 8 9
EPSON STYLUS INC.PAPER  £ 4 8 9
EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ E 1 4 9 9
EPSON STYLUS/PRO XL INCLUDE STUDIO II SOFTWARE

STUDIO II SOFTWARE E 4 9 . 9 5

PICASSO II 2MB RAM  1 2 4 9 . 9 5
.EKLUDING TV PAINT ir is

PICASSO II 2MB RAM  1 3 9 9 . 9 5
WING Tv PAINT 2

CYBERVISION 64  E 3 2 9 . 9 5
64-11IT GRAPHICS ENGINE, INCLUDES ThIR

VIDEO DAC  -  ' 1 2 5
T11•111T aRAPHICS ADAPTOR

MAXIGEN 3  E 2 9 9 . 9 5
VIDEO GENLOCK
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Increase your Amiga 500r2000 chip RAM to
a tota l o f  2M8 MegaChip  does this  by
using its  own 2MB RAM and also now
includes a 2M13 Fat Agnus. No soldering is
required.

MEGACHIP RAM   £ 1 5 9 . 9 5

VGA ADAPTOR E 1 5

•

e accept most  ma jo r cred it  cards and are
py to help you with  any queries

rderong by cheque/PO pleas. make payable to
Cr Computing Ltd arid specify which delivery

required

Power products come w it h  a  12 m o
rarity unless otherwise specified,

on hand w it h  a  f u ll Technical Backup
which rs provided for Power customers,

I prices listed are for the month of  publication
ly call to  confirm prices before ordering

ost Items are available a t  Tax Free Prices t o
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em welcome.

All prices include VAT. Specifications and
are su b je ct  t o  change w it h o u t  n o t ice . A l l
trademarks are acknowledged. Al l  orders in
writ ing o r by telephone w ill be accepted on ly
subject t o  our terms and condit ions o f  trade.
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A 2MB RAM board tor the A500 which fits
in the trap door slot.
A500 2MB RAM  E 9 0

M E M O RY  CARDS

S 1 2K RAM WITH CLOCK . 1 2 4 . 9 5
512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK 1 1 9 . 9 5
A600 1MB RAM  1 3 9 . 9 5
A500+ 1M0 RAM  / 2 9 . 9 5

emutation
Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga

EMPLANT MAC BASIC  1 2 3 9 . 9 5
BASIC MAC EMULATOR

EMPLANT MAC OPTION A  1 2 7 9 . 9 5
DuAL SERIAL PORT AND APPLETALK

EMPLANT MAC OPTION B . 1 2 7 9 . 9 5
HI-SPfEDSCSIINTERFACE

EMPLANT MAC DELUXE •  ; 1 3 9 9 . 9 5
INCLUDES OPTION A  AND

E586 DX MODULE  E 8 9 . 9 5
Pt EMULATOR MODULE

gLidepoint
Intuitive cursor control at  your fi nger
tips replaces the mouse or trackball
and 'Tap' for an instant selection,

5 GLIDEPOINT . 1 5 9 . 9 5

•er tabtet
Pen ar id cursor control led graphic
tablet, including cables and software.

POWER TABLET 12 X 12 E 1 9 5 • 9 5
INC. PEN CURSCSR AND POWER TAR SiW

NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE NO.

SYSTEM OWNED
DESCRIPTION

TOTAL AMOUNT (inc. delivery) f

POSTCODE

ibooso

CREDIT CARD NO.
EXPIRY DATE S I G N A T U R E

DELIVERY 2 - 3  DAYS E2.50 N E X T  DAY £5 S A T  E10

MINIMUM DELIVERY 12.50 A L L O W  UP TO 1 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAt

:

f o r product in format ionsheetspLeasecaLL

1234 273000
1234 352207

POWER COMPUTING LTD
44A/B STANLEY STREET
B ED FOR D  M K 4 1  7 R W

NONE

F A C S I MI L E owe r



Z Y S T E M *
SYSTEM NEWS
Do you want to know about all the latest
happenings in the Amigo World, well you
might find out here. Take a look, go on...
We don't bite!

LEADING LAP
We review Kellion Software's 3D racing
game, to please all the fans of Microprose's
Formula One Grand Prix

88

92

PINBALL MANIA 9 6
If anymore Pinball games arrive on the
Amiga, someone could open up a little
Pinball shop? Hmm, that'd be nice

COALA 9 8
After presenting you with two Pinball games,
we are now going to present you with a
bumper crop of Helicopter
games! Well, two actually

TEAM 1 0 2
Probably the best football game ever!'
Right, only if they set fire to every other
football game in the world.., probably!

CITADEL 1 0 4
Another Doom game! Hurrah, such
excitement. At lea5ro.•e'll all be experts soon

THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE 106
Ringo Starr's japery returns to grace the Amiga
screens - only he doesn't really make an
appearance, so 1 lied. Sorry

F

E V I E W S Dinnummommilli
Mui 3
The software responsible for countless
Amiga make-overs gets its own facelift

PERSONAL SUITE
A one-stop-shop for typography,
painting, writing and data storage

30

DIGITA ORGANISER _ED
Digita's quest for order in the
chaotic Amiga world continues

DIGITAL UNIVERSE
Terrestrial bodies, the latest in
astrological software on test

AmiGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

64

EATLI  R E S

20LASER GUIDANCE
The search for the ultimate
Amiga CD continues

HEALTH & HOSPITALSZI
Tina Hackett investigates the Amiga's
roll within the hard pressed NHS

LOOK AHEAD
We talk to the gurus and ask
what awaits the Amiga in 96

40

„

APOLLO 620 E 1
An accelerator that can breath
new life into a tired A600

LIGHTVVAVE
The add-ons just keep on coming
for the ultimate in Amiga 3D

ASIM CDIFS
The all singing, all dancing CD file
system gets an impressive upgrade

COLOGNE REPORT
An exclusive report from Europe's
premier Amiga show

42

POWER PC
The inside story on the chip that's
set to revolutionise the Amiga

UNDERCOVER
AC takes to the streets in search
of a sales pitch that really sells

BEGINNER'S GUIDE
The Al200 is back Enter the beginners' guide.
Essential stuff tar any Amiga neviibte
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HE C O V E R D I S K S

BEGINNERS SPECIAL

A f u ll se t  o f  Data  Type s a nd ut ilit ie s
for you to vie w glorious gra phics

E G U L A R S

A marketing angle from Amiga
Technologies - but only just

NEWS
The show season brings some surprise
announcements from the States

Shock, horror! Yet more
insider info on the finer
points of formatting

Paul Overaa reveals why
assembler is the only
choice for Amiga coders

The inside story on the
ARexx talents of our old
friend Ed

Phil South logs-an and
looks around for the very
best in on-line imagery

The mysterious Mr Nord
explores the uncharted
depths of copyright law

112

115

117

119

121

10 ACAS

A must-have collection of tools and utilities for all
Amiga newbies. Improve and power up every
aspect of the Amiga's
. 
W o r k b e n c
h  
w i t h  
t h i s  
g r e
a t

group of programs. Each one has been hand picked, to provide you with only
the premium selection.

Over 20 programs and more than 4Mb of
data squeezed onto both disks including:
M u l ta  2.24, Swazinto, TooiManager 2.1a,
MagicMenus, Cycle To Menus, PowerSnap,
ClassAction, WBAlias, Installer and Lha.

DiskSalv, Fast View 2, Kin gCON, Screen Clock,
Devs Manager, Virus Checker, ASL

v42, Calc Deluxe and Data Type collection.

LETTERS
Flaming pens and fiery prose as the
readers drive the point home

S NEWS E l  PUBLIC SECTOR E ]
The bargain basement Everything must
go in the Dave Cusick closing down sale

The techie questions put to the sword
by our ubiquitous systems guru

M I G A  G U I D E

The hints and tips
continue in Phi! South's
Amos anthology

The hardware solution to
the patching problem
auditioned by Mr Overaa

Steve White explores the
explosive side of 2D
special effects

The concluding chapter in
/  Gary Whiteley's inside

guide to typefaces

60

123

125

127

129

AMIGA COMPUTING
I A N 1 , ' A R Y  1  9 9 6 3

OVER
STORY

FUTURE AMIGA
This month Amiga Computing puts its
plans on the table for an all new
Workbench. could this be the shape of
things to come and perhaps even the
ultimate operating system?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
For details of Amiga

Computing's subscription
offers turn to page 83
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ONLY E 1 9 .9 9
Iplus i 1 .0 0  c o s ta f f  and packing:

Ow unique arid highly rated external Clock Cartridge will enable
your Amiga to continually store the correct time arid dale in its
own battery backed memory,
Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and does not invalidate
the warranty.
Compaitie wilth ALL AmOas

11!

1•••

These hard drives simply Push onto the side of the 4500 of
A500+ and v4I1 give your computer all the benefits that hard
drives offer. The drives are supplied formatted. partitioned
and have Workbench installed for immediate use.
Full instructions and software supplied.

t, The hard dme aso has the fzdi'ty to add 2. 4. 6 or Sinb or
RAM insioe

•-•

A500/+ 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.99
A500/+ 425mb HARD DRIVE E229.99
Additional RAM for the hard drive 019.es bee 2mb

Discology is the ultimate in disk copying power for the
Amiga. The package comprises the Disco4ogy Dish,
manual and Disci:kg/ cartedge for making copies of
heavily protected programs with an external disk
drive. Discologi will also format disks, check disks
for errors etc.

• • • - •

E19.99 EACH
OR BUY

BOTH FOR

I f  a
Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful

tool for detecting and removing viruses. Anti
Virus pro will check and device hard drives,

floppy disks and even CD ROM drives for virus-
es. Very straight forward to use, includes a full
50 page manual.

lilik 1014$
#
.146•

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET

r
-

moo

wix

,
.
.
•
m
m
l
o
•
t
p

w
•
•
•
=
4
w

lm b E39.99
2mb E77.99
4mb £129.99
8mb E239.99

FROM E2 9 9 .9 9
n o !M ly

33mhz 68882 FPU (pIce) £49.99
40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99
50mhz 68882 FPU (PGA) t79.99

FPLI's are supplied with crystal' oscliatots

4 2 0 m b  t  21.41,99
540mb £239.99
850mb [ 2 8 4 .
9 9INTERNAL VERSIONS
DEDUCT E 5 4 . 9 9

-••-•••

Edema' cases with in built
Power supplies and cooling fans for 3.5'
hard drives and CD ROM drives.

" ," • •

Al200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature
a battery backed clock and a socket for an accelerator
PPI,j.

high speed 3.5 Quantum SCSI hard drives with or with-
os a  high quality enclosure with its OW11 power SuOr)Ey

1 1 1
2 1
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A600 MEMORY EXPANSIONS
1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £34.99

0 5 $ 1 6 0 1 . 2 . 4 1  -  2 m b  E114.99
4mb E174.99
8mb E284.99

Now includes CD ROM drivers and instructions.
The Datafryer is a 16 bit SCSI il controller card Mat converts the signals
on the internal IDE interface to also run SCSI devices at the same time
as the IDE hard drive.

The Dataflyet SCSI+ will operate opt() 5 SCSI devices
Such as CD-ROMS, hard drives. SyQuest removeable
yes, tape back up drives etc
Unlike other SCSI interfaces, the Datallyer SCSI. is
compatible with all known accelerators etc and it does
not stop you from utilising any of the important expao-
Sion ports on your 41200/4600.

• The Datallyer SCSI. easily installs into the
0 2 e  A l200/A600 (simply pushes in. no need to remove

the metal shield) and provides a
------- 2 5  way D connector through the blanking plate at

the back of the Al200.
ructions and software supplied_

DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY L 6 9 . b .
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE
ALSO AVAILABLE E 5 9 . 9 9
PCMCIA fi tt i ng SCSI I nter face

3.5' HARD DRIVE CASE £54.99
CD ROM DRIVE CASE c q

WORKBENCH 3.1
for A500 /1500 /2000  only 039.99
for A l2 0 0 /3 0 0 0 /4 0 0 0  only £99.99

Phone for prices and availability

-

r•
-
•

12 pin simms suitable for
Apollo accelerators, A4000,

Al200 memory expansions etc

Include the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS, disks, manuals and
fitting instructions_

Bring your Amiga into us for fitting for ONLY E10•00
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95mb £89.99
1.20mb E104.99
1.70mb £119.99
250mb E139.99
340mb E174.99
540mb E284.99

- 4 1
• • •

L . 4

Our highly rated, top quality feature packed modems are ideal for
Amiga users. Alt moderns include our

£19.99
which includes a cable to connect the modem to the Amiga. NCOMM
comms software, Amiga Guide to Comms and a list of Bulletin
Boards from which you will be able to download vast amounts of
free software as well as have access to E-MAIL facilities.

• MNP 2-4 Error Correction
• MNP 5 Data Compression.
•  Fax Class I and II compatible, Group 3
• Hayes Compatible
• Full 80 page manual
• 12 Months guarantee

D d e e d  CD ROM DR -
power supply, SCSI catiles, docking station and
full instructions, Also incPudes stereo head-
phones and carrying case for use as personal
CD player.

RENO CD
WITH SQUIRREL E174.99
WITH DATAFLYER 0. 74. 99

Amazing value quad s
in a top quality enclosure.

SPEEDCOM+B
(14, 400 1/32b1s) E 8 9 . 9 9
SPEEDCOM+BP
(28. 800 V34)  E 1 6 9 . 9 9

1
Mal CD ROM

use with any
interface Ideal with the

AIWA ACD-300
ONLY E167.49 OR
WITH SQUIRREL E209.99
WITH DATAFLYER E209.99

Superb high quality, low cost
Chinon external SCSI CD ROM drive
in a too quality fan cooled case or
available as an internal unit.

emal SCSI CD ROM drive

PANASONIC QUAD
SPEED EXTERNAL
WITH SQUIRREL
OR DATAFLYER
ONLY E239.99

CHINON CDS435
INTERNAL E7 9 . 9 9
EXTERNAL £ 1 0 9 . 9 9
EXTERNAL WITH
SOLI I RREL c 1
4 q q

.••• •=•••-••••

IDEAL
CHRISTMAS
PRESENT

FREE WIIILENOU-VanSERVICE FORrrrnoct
PERSONAL CALLERs

_

•

Our high speed 2.5 IDE hard
drnes for the Amiga M200
& A600 computers come
complete with fitting cable.
screws, partitioning soft-
ware, full instructions and
12 months guarantee. All
drives supplied by us are formatted,
partitioned and have Workbench IW82
for the A600 and WB3 for the A 2(0)
installed for immediate use
Fitting is incredibly sim-
ple; if you can plug tn
mouse into the
mouse socket, you
will be able to plug the
hard drive into the hard
drive socket.
PLEASE PHONE RRSTY

Amazing power I .
u I _ .once_ This superb'accelerw
tar uses a 68020 running
3t 28hz and comes C0111-
plette with a 68882 FPU to
enable your Al200 to run
at 5 MIPS (million
ingsuctions per sec-
ond)! Uses standard
72 pin SIMMS and includes a
battery tacked clock.
Simple trapdoor fitting.

APOLLO 1220 ONLY £99.99
APOLLO 1220 +1mb £139 .99
APOLLO 1220 +4mb E229.99

erful t i t t i n g
around tf68030 complete

with MMU, 2 SIMM sockets (72 PIN
SIMMS). socket for a floating point unit and
battery backed dock. Runs at just under
9.5 MIPS (million instructions per sec-
ondh

APOLLO 1232/50  £199.99
4mb SIMM E129.99
8mb SIMM E239.99
68882 FPU 4
-
6 9 . 9 9

Internaliy fitting A600 Accelerator features 68020 and Plitt both running
at 28MHZ. 72 pun simm socket for up to 8 Mb of FASTRAM. Easy fit.
makes your 600 fa t h a n  a 3000!!

APOLLO A620
ONLY 1134.99

. +  2MB E199.99
+ 4MB £264.99

FOR MAIL ORD

FOR AMIGA

Order NOW for
immediate des

FREEPHON
0500 340
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tel: 0161 796 5
for enquiries or
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Backin the
USA

0  t's good news for the Arniga's revival here in theStates — [scorn/Amiga Technologies were pre-
sent at the giant COMDEX computer show held in Las
Vegas, Nevada in November with a small booth at the
corner of the Virtual i/o i-Glasses pavilion_ It was a bit
understated, unlike the rather large booths of the past
when Commodore chose to exhibit at the show, but it
was nice to see a presence at all.

Unfortunately, there wasn't much there to dazzle the
crowd. An A4000T with the new 060 board was on dis-
play, but there was no software loaded on it_ Another
A4000T displayed the capabilities of a Picasso board,
but this was certainly nothing to write home about at a

OMPLANT ENHANCED
Utilities Unlimited have announced MAC Emulation
Professional, a rewritten and enhanced version of the
Macintosh emulation software for the Emplant board. UU
promises that the new code is smaller and faster than previ-
ous versions, and a new interface caps it off. The original soft-
ware will continue to be updated to incorporate bug fixes, but
I'd look to the Professional version for new features.

The update costs $34.95, which isn't unreasonable when
you consider that Utis Jim Drew has been providing free
updates to the Mac emulation since the Emplant board's ini-
tial release_ The update includes a new driver disk, updated
documentation, and a replacement custom logic chip for the
Emplant board that will allow UU to provide on-line updates
for registered MAC Emulation Professional owners.

Among the new features is a completely revamped user
interface that follows the Amiga User Interface Style Guide.
The emulation software now opens on a Public Screen
instead of a custom one, and the program now uses ASL file
requesters. If you're running AmigaOS 3.0 or later. you'll even
have access to on-line help.

In the past. Emplant used 256K Mac ROMs, which had the
advantage of being inexpensive, but the disadvantage of
being difficult to find. The Professional emulation supports all
known 512K and I  Mb colour ROMs designed for 680x0

i-7
-4
1
, 
1
4
.

Sila

•

- 1 1 4 0 4 .  mos s . .  4 • 1  • • • •
• • • 1

. M . . • - • • • •  . i l o o  incom • • • • _ J .O m . . . .  o r . .  •  ,s•  t• • ;.•

1111  - - -  Ell
•••;•74---.11:7_) "g i

(1 T h e  comple te ly re writ te n M AC  Emula tion
Profe ssiona l module  for Empla nt sports a n Amiga
User I nte rfa ce  Style  Guide •complia nt use r inte rfa ce

show where PC vendors were
showing new $300 3D graphics cards
that made Pentium games look like they
were running on Silicon Graphics workstations.
Between the units were a few Al200s running Pinball
Illusions.

In one respect, the display was terribly disappointing.
Despite the fact that Amiga hardware and OS develop-
ment has remained stagnant for over two years now,
there are plenty of applications and gadgets that Amiga
Technologies could have loaded onto the machines to
show that the Amiga is still a force to be reckoned with,
one that can hold its own against the newest Pentium
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Macintoshes, including ROMs from the Mac II, H o c  Ilci, Ilsi,
LC, IC II, LC III, Colour Classic, and Quadra 700-950_ All ROMs
will work with caches enabled.

A huge improvement for folks using the Mac emulation for
professional work is support for virtual memory. If you have
access to an Ethernet network, you can connect your Emplant-
equipped Amiga to it using a SANA II-compliant Ethernet card,
You can also now use Mac CD-ROMs even if your CD-ROM
drive isn't connected to the Emplant SCSI port..

SMOOTHER RUNNING
The Mac OS has .been patched so it won't constantly busy-
loop, which should make the Amiga side run smoother during
emulation sessions. Drew also says he's eliminated the serial
port lockups that used to sometimes occur on the Amiga side.
Other improvements include enhanced video driver support
with more colours and larger screen sizes, better file-transfer
capabilities (you can now set filetype and creator, as well as fil-
ter files by name), and enhanced sound support. The new cus-
tom logic chip serves as more than just copy protection: it
improves bus timing, boosting performance and reliability of
EMPLANTS VIA interrupts, serial communications, and SCSI
operations.

For more information, write to Utilities Unlimited
International, 3261 Maricopa *101, Lake Havasu City, AZ
86406; call (520) 680-9004, or fax (520) 453-6407_ You can
also check the new official Emplant web page a t
http://wwwmag-net_co_uk/Bsoft.

machines for many applica-
tions. But they missed that chance, with a bunch of
machines showing Workbench screens and pinball
games.

On the other hand, this time last year Amiga owners
thought they would never see an Amiga at COMDEX
ever again, so it was a refreshing surprise to see the-
company making any kind of effort — however disap-
pointingly executed — to get back into the North
American market.

I G I TA L
SPACE
The Digital Universe is an astronomy pro-
gram for the amateur or professional
observer. It combines the advantages of
traditional 'planetarium' programs with a
massive hypertext multimedia encyclopae-
dia to create an effective tool which assists
the user in observing and learning about
the heavens. Fifty thousand lines of code,
more than 700 pages of hypertext, and
thousands of man-hours have gone into
this product to make it the most complete
program of its class. -

The software was created with assis-
tance from the Canadian Space Agency,
the National Research Council of Canada.
NASA, JPL, NORAD, the European Space
Agency, the Bureau des Longitudes, the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory,
the Russian Academy of Sciences, and sev-
eral other organisations worldwide, so it
should be extremely thorough. For a full
review of Digital Universe see page 64 of
this issue and you can also access the web
browser on http://www,syz.com/ for full
info and a demo version.
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°logy is the optimum pack-
age for beginners & experts
alike who wish to create back-up,
copies of original floppy disks -
speedily and easily,

tiff/Melon
combating virus
attacks, tt features
powerful early recogni-
tion of viruses and
includes preventatNe
measures for infested
systems.

Included is ,  °lob C. a  36 page
printed manual

Features a cartridge backup mode for heavily protected disk IRequires the
use of an external disk drive:
, Two Nibble modes for coping with protected IBM and Atari disks

Sync Scan checks for unknown protection systems
Recognition of long and short tracks

Modem users can backup disks via a modem to another Amiga
anywhere in the world

Fully multitasking, copies with high density disk etc
Full update service is available for registered users

comprises all the
functions that aro-.
1demanded from a

top quality back-up
program.

search on device  11-lard d
i s k IQuick tracing of link and file viruses etc.

Block Test to search for viruses at the block level of a device
Automated unpacking of compressed programs for virus checking
Recognition of Bootbloch Viruses with analysis

Safeguards hard drryes Rigid Disk Blocks
Includes a comprehensive 50 page printed manual
Full update service to registered users

Includes many more features.

ROM etc.)

DISCOlIGY
is available
PRICE
(pus i1.50 or postage
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tel: 0161 796 52
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 3

Order NOW for
ediate

Send cheques
postal orders

(made payable to
Siren Software)

or credit card details to,
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SOFTWARE,
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MANCHESTER
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CHOW STOPPERS

T  h e  future of the Amiga is alive and
kicking if the announcements at the

latest computer shows are anything to go by
The first show on the agenda was the Video
Toaster Expo which was held in Los Angeles
on 2 November where the choice of the
PowerPC for the next generation Amigas was
revealed. It is hoped that the first Tower
Amiga will be available in the first quarter of
1997 and will use the PowerPC 604 RISC
CPU. They will be backwards compatible with
current models.

Manfred Schmitt commented tat the
Cologne developers conference]: 'The choice
of the Power PC was made for its speed, and
also because it is actually the only RISC
processor that is currently used in personal
computers, which will insure us that needed
quantities will be available at attractive prices

0  T h e  Cologne  De ve lope rs
confe re nce  -  ke y figure s
ke rn the  compa ny we re  on
hand to convince  e ve ryone
of a  ro sy future

EW AMIGA'S HIT BYCOMPATIBILITY PROBLEM
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new Amiga Magic Pack are returning some
software back to the shops because of a compatibility
problem.

Computer Retail News, a trade paper for retailers, ran
a story which suggested that retailers had been urged to
remain calm after Amiga Technologies admitted there
was a problem with the new machines. Some old and
new titles have been affected and reasons put forward
varied from 'anti-piracy code' to 'illegal software prac-
tices' by Which they mean the developers have not been
sticking to the Commodore AmigaDOS guidelines.
However, many games incorporate this illegal code as

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

part of their piracy protection. Jonathan Anderson,
Managing Director for Amiga Technologies UK commen-
ted: 'The floppy drive is under re-evaluation tests. We
will provide more news when we get the results back."

The newspaper also reported that retailers were not
happy that the E499 Amiga Pack came with software
that wouldn't run without an extra 2Mb of RAM.
And the solution? Box stickers stating this were
being provided.

The ne w Amiga  M a gic Pa ck
a rrive d on the  she lve s -  on ly to be
met by incompa t ib ility proble ms

on a mass market." In addition
to this Phase 5, a German
turbo board manufacturer,
independently announced that
they will be releasing a Power
PC board which will start with
the MPC603e and will run at
100MHz upwards. They will
then go on to release a profes-
sional version -  the MRC604
which also starts at 100MHz•
This will be a 64-bit local bus
system with the option of PCI
capabilities. Priced between
1000 and 2000 DM, it will be
available for the Al200, A3000
and A4000. Development
boards will also be released in January or
February 1996 and will come with a compiler
for Power PC code. The commercial board
should be ready for summer 1996. The pro-
ject is already being supported by Almathera,
Softwood and SoftLogik,

POSITIVE NEWS
The Cologne show was also very positive for
the Amiga too and the developers conference
brought news of the Internet package, the set
top box, and support for developers.
Confidence w a s  h ig h ,  a n d  P e t ro
Tyschtschenko was eager to point out the sig-
nificance of the Amiga in their plans: 'We
want to show our commitment to the Amiga

n  T h e  Powe rPC  boa rd
from Pha se  5

Arnowb.b.
i
6
•
•

platform, not as a quick money
maker for the Christmas sea-
son, but as one of the most
important strategic challenges
in the Escom group. Amiga
shall become the best platform
for Multimedia, 3D software,
graphics processing, Internet
and many more applications,"

The Internet bundle in ques-
tion is one that will be marke-
ted as a complete package and
will include modem and cables
with the software pre-installed
on the hard drive. Manfred
Schmitt commented: "We will
use the Amiga technology to

provide very cost-effective on-line solutions.
These can be marketed as set-top boxes or
as Amiga computers equipped with the
necessary hard - and software.

He continued: -
T h e  
a c t u a l  
c o m p
u t e r  
m a
r - :

ket is widely occupied by Intel and Microsoft
platforms. We think that this combination is
not satisfying for all uses. There is a strong
market for the home computing below
1000DM. For Internet surfing, spending
2500DM for a PC is not what I would call a
home-oriented solution. These are definitely
market segments where the Amiga 1200 can
be more competitive."

See our Cologne show and Power PC
features for more details.
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news to struggling computer dis-
tributor SDI and their chain of retail
shops, Silica. Following our report last
month that the company had applied for
an Administration Order, just lour weeks
later they are back in business following
a take-over by Anglo Corporation PLC

Anglo Corporation made their interest
known as soon as Prodis PLC (the hold-
ing company of SDL) went up for sale.
Anglo was founded by Stuart Tidy and
David Gosling (a member of the Gosling
family whose business interests include

n  T h e  ne w owne rs o f  SW- im id d ie l ha ve  offe re d the  t
h
e ,

National Parking Corporation) and
or ie nta l  p a r tn e r s  a  p o s i t i o n  o n  th e  B o a r d  o f D i r e c tor s has financing of E5 million including E2
million in share capital, specifically for the takeover.

SDL's financial troubles were caused by the collapse of Commodore International and not
helped by the fact that when they tried to move into other markets, the supply of PCs born
companies such as IBM and Compaq were erratic.

Gosling and Tidy will now be joint Chairmen of the company and Silica's original partners,
Tony Deane and Mike West, have been offered the position of Directors on the Anglo
Corporation board. Tidy commented; "Our immediate focus will be to concentrate on taking full
advantage of the busy Christmas season. The next two months should see the new company off
to a good start, allowing us time early in the new year to reflect on our performance and
prepare our future strategy accordingly_

Part of that strategy will be the search for new product lines to strengthen and broaden the
Silica product portfolio. When asked whether they would still be as dedicated to the Amiga line,
John Arundel, Croup Marketing Controller commented: "We're very committed to the Amiga -
that's obviously where we're very strong, it's our speciality.'

Anglo have also stated that they will be honouring all existing customer warranties and prod-
uct deposits that were in place before the takeover. Arundel continued: "They [Anglo
Corporation] are very committed to the customers -  they are not obliged to do this but they
want to keep the good relationship Silica have built-up over the years."

Q

DI BACK IN BUSINESS -1
11

DRIVE

n  T h e  Ae n 9 ,1 1  a  D r i v e  w i l l
re ta il a t £ 2 2 9  including VAT

pecifications for the new Amiga
Technologies CD-ROM drive have

been revealed. Called the Amiga Q Drive,
it is an external, Quad-speed, CD-ROM
drive that connects to  the Amiga
600/1200 via the PCMCIA slot. Priced at
E229 (including VAT) the Q Drive will be
able to run CD32 software with software
emulation, play Audio CDs, and an auto-
matic slideshow feature for viewing
PhotoCD. It offers a transfer rate of
6001ths and ATAPI/EIDE interface. The
sound will also be mixed with Amiga
sound output. The drive should be avail-
able this December, so expect a full
review soon.

1

OIRTUALLY THERE
T  h e  Virtual Reality headset,

called the i-glasses,
are now available from
Silica. The glasses can
be plugged into a com-
puter or games console and the user
will then be able to experience 3D
video games.

The Amiga (composite/TV) headset °  the Virtual eillasses -
takes any PAL composite video source the future- But when will
to produce a virtual 80' colour d isp la y. " ' "  th
e s o
f t
'
?

But now, an Upgrade Set is also available to give the composite version
all the powers of the PC such as headtracking, which allows three degrees
of movement in all directions. The glasses are apparently selling quite
well with people who want to be 'the first in there' according to Silica's
Marketing Controller, John Arundel. He offered: "We'll see big things from
this in the future." Although there is, as yet, no Amiga software for the
glasses to reap the full benefits, Arundel commented: 'You'll get the full
benefit with 3D games - it will all come to fruition."

Q U I C K  M E N T I O N
quick mention to the Amiga International User Groups

dation - an association which is aimed at groups or program-
ers who produce software for the Amiga. Their committee repre-

sents a cross-section of Amiga users including programmers.
modem users. PD houses and users groups. Formed from a
number of other groups, they have recently published their second
newsletter which highlights issues such as 'rip-off CDs and

whey PD houses.
Anyone wanting to contact them can do so on 0161-455 1626.
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I N 3 R L D  A I D S
DAY

A new Inihative to use the Internet as a Kay of commu-
nicating health prornation has been established on the
run up to Wonld AIDS Day. By the time ycu read dirs,
World AIDS Day will have been and gone (I
December) but the site well remain live until the 31
January. The prcyect has been set up by the Heolth
Education Authonly in order to convey accurate health
messages about HIV and AIDS and raise awareness of
the desease Celebribes from Joanna Lumley to Barry
McGuigan are endorsing the scheme, and each gat
has their own version of the Red Ribbon (the symbd
AIDS awareness) which con be seen in the Cyber Art
Gallery.

Safe the net at: htp//wivw wadheqorgirk

. B D S  ifft

C Ea ch  ce le brity
haA c r e a te d  th e i r
ve rsion of  the  Re d
Ribbon wh ich  is the
symbol of AI DS
a wa re ne ss

ALL THAT
GLISTENS...

Golden olive have announced the bunch of thew new •
CD-ROM Glow winch is the first Qd6d-speed drive for
Arnega 500 owners. To use the dnye, an AllaPower
fiord drive interface is requered but for existing
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Alternatevek a complete system with hard drive and -
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Managing Dorectoc Nolan Shah remarked: h a v e
always supported the Amiga 500 machine and this
new CD-ROM product emphasises our commotment to
the thousands ot users around the country.'

They con be contacted on 018 r-900 9292.

BOOZENET
Off License victoria Wine have moved off the high
veer and onto the Internet on a bed to increase their
pie-Christmas sales. BarclaySquare, a division of
13arcloys Sank offer a virtual shopping mall on the
Internet and Victona 'Mae are the latest retailers to jowl
them. Retail Systems Manager, Paul Horner corrimen-
• -f for Victoria Wine: 'The net is providing us with the
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day, ryithout the need fix purchasing new premises
• empioying °Moon& staff •

Shoppers will be offered a selection of wines and
spirits and can choose wines from the recommended
fist or custom make op their am cases They can then
make a purchase with credit card and have it cleiniered
free to anyishere in the UK

Barclays is the first bank in the United Kingdom to
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Following on from the successful Canon BIC-600e
printer is their latest launch, the BIC-610. Aimed at
SOHO users, it offers 720x720dpi resolution colour
quality and by keeping their system of four separate
print/colour cartridges, running costs will be kept to a
minimum. It will print on a wide range of media and
promises high resolution, whether on plain or glossy.
Fast drying inks will also ensure that colours won't blur
even with complex images, It's Automatic Sheet Feeder
will hold 100 pages and when manually fed, the printer
can produce double-sided documents.

Product Analyst, Julian Rutland commented: "We've
designed BIC-610 with the users of dedicated colour
printers in mind, and are confident that it offers the
lowest running costs on the market.' He continued:
"The BIC-610 will be invaluable in the small office
where the quality of proposals, reports, presentations
and pre-press work is paramount"

The printer has an RRP of E449 + VAT.

LEVER TRIX
A  miTrix Development have announced the release of Amiga-Link a net-
r s  working system which comes bundled with the new version of Envoy,

the networking software that was developed by Commodore's Amiga
Networking Group_ The system offers the possibility of 'peer to peer'
networking with file and printer sharing, and 20 machines can be linked
together using RG58 coax with BNC connectors connected to a special floppy
drive port connector.

It also has a DMA transfer rate of 450,000 bps from network to memory,
so avoids the heavy CPU contention of slip/parnet Envoy 2.0 has new fea-
tures such as support of AmigaOS 2.04 DOS packet types, support for remov-
able media, enhanced reliability and robust recovery, localisation and
AmigaGuide documentation. AmiTrix can be contacted by e-mail -
sales@amitrix.com

ottery fever sweeps the nation again and Anthea
Turners face beams out from the screen, as the many

hopefuls hold their breath- it could be you
Pro-soft, amongst many, picked up on this with their success-

ful lottery program and new for next year is Pro-Lottery '96.
Keeping the key features of the original, it also incorporates
some of the improvements suggested by ustrs of the original
such as an enhanced perm generator which covers 48 of the 49
possible numbers. This is one of three new programs horn Pro-
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ready and set to go at the Hilton
Cavalieri in Rome on the  3-8  of
December. Organised by ELSPA and
IDG Media, with support from French
trade body SELL and German VUD, the
conference includes many aspects of
the interactive leisure industry and will
offer the opportunity to debate how
the industry should tackle the huge
problem of piracy.

Soft for Amiga gamblers. The first to be released is Pro-Football,
a prediction generator for both the UK arid Australian(?) football
league. To follow is Pro-Greyhounds which is, as you'd guess, a
prediction system for greyhound racing.

Free Demos are available to anyone interested. Send an
SAE and two blank disks to: P ro
,
S o f t ,  1 0  
L o v e l l  
P a r k  
H e i g h t s ,

Leeds LS7 1DP. By mentioning Amigo Computing you can
also receive three ES vouchers to go towards purchasing the full
versions.

th

We regret Amigo Computing cannot offer technical
help on a personal basis either by telephone or in
writing. All reader enduries should be submitted to
the address in this panel for possible publicanon.

Amiga Computing is on independent pubricatal and
Commodore Business Machines Ltd are not responsitk

arty of the articles in this issue or for ony of the
°cynic% expressed.

iD1995IDG Media No material may be
repcoduced in whole or in part without written

permissicci. While every care is taken, the
publishers cannot be held legally reponsible for any

errors in arbdeS, lisPngs or adyertserrients
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Optonica, are currently giving
machine's corporate ambitions a r
boost by supplying huge video walls
yen by Amigas to football stadiu
throughout the country. They ha
already insta lled t h e  system
Wolverhampton FC with a 35ft corner
corner screen size. It has attracted int
est from other clubs too and Opton
are now developing a similar system
West Ham.

Their future plans include install'
the project for Aston Villa, but they
the real jewel in the crown as the 4
screen planned for Glasgow Rangers
"We consider ourselves to be a prof
sional organisation developing produ
for the Amiga in exactly the sort of m
kets Amiga Technologies are talkin
about" remarked Lee Gibson, Managi
Director of Optonica.

For six years Amigo Computing has been the leading
magazine for Amiga enthusiasts. Ma key member

of the IDG communications group., Amigo
Computing promises to inform, educate and

entertain its reader' each month with die most
dedicated coverage of the Amiga available.

subscniation A44.99 fI.M. £69.99 (EEC/
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EXTRACTING
COVERDISK FILES

To extract the pm grams off the second
disk you must make sure you have boot-
ed your computer with the first cover
disk, otherwise your Amiga will not be
able to find the crinstaller program, and
frustration will soon set in, Hard drive
users should double click on the Settlp-
H0 icon before extracting any of the files.

To extract any single archive, simply
double-click its icon and follow the on-
screen instructions i f you want to quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVICE level on the welcome screen and
press proceed once on the current screen,
and then again on the next. The program
can then be found in your RAM disk

You also have the option of using a
floppy disk If you pick this option, make
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one drive
get ready for lots of disk swapping and a
long wait.

TOOLMANAGER
2.1A

Author Stefan Becker
Workbench: 2.04

ToolManager is an amazingly helpful program,
adding many useful functions and extensions
to the Workbench. The prime use of
ToolManager is to allow you to have easier
access to your most useful programs and tools
you have

Once you have extracted the program off
the cover disk there is a pre-written install
script which will copy the necessary programs
and libraries over onto your Workbench disk.
Hard drive users will have no problems with
this, but floppy users need to make sure they
boot up their computer with a copy of their
Workbench disk - otherwise they will need to
install it by hand.

You have the option of trying out a supplied
demo configuration which will give you a
rough idea of what Toolklanager is capable of.
By dropping a programs won in to the prefer-
ence Nogram's window, you are able to give it
a number of very useful extras.

When you drop a  program into
ToolManager the program will ask you how it
should handle that program.

The ToolManager preferences are split into
a number of sections - exec, sound, image,
icon, menu, dock, and access. The exec. sound
and image parts allow you to add those types
to the program, so the exec section is where
you add your programs_ The sound and image
sections allow you to add sound samples,
icon, graphics files and animation files.

The sound and image sections are available
because it is possible to add sounds and
images to certain parts of Tool Manger.
Therefore, when a  program is run a
corresponding sound can be generated.

All these sections allow you to 'drag and
drop' objects into them, so to add an icon
image to the image section just drag the
image you want over to the preference
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window and 'drop' into the window. This then
adds a new entry to the list view. To alter any
of that object's settings you just have to dou-
ble-dick on that entry and a new window will
open with all the adjustable settings that are
available.

When you drop a new program into the
exec section, ToolManager will ask whether
you want just the program adding to the exec
list or whether it should also add the pro-
gram's icon to the image list, as well as giving
it a menu entry and also an icon to the
Workbench.

A menu entry will make the prograrn's
name appear in the Workbench Tool menu,
which allows you to run the program by
selecting it from there. Similarly, an icon entry
creates an icon on the Workbench, and by
double-dicking on this icon or dropping a file
into the icon the program can be run.

A very useful part of ToolManager is the
docks function. This allows you to have a
selection of programs represented by a list of
buttons on the workbench. This list can be
made to appear anywhere, can appear or dis-
appear, and can be viewed either as icons or

roolMarouger showing
off its docks, which con
be te xt icons or even
animations!

as text. Once you have a number of programs
in the exec fist, you can create a new dock. If
you go to the dock section and dick on 'new' a
window appears that allows you to adjust
the new dock. From here you can change
where it will appear, how it will look, and
you can add what is known as a hotkey. A
hotkey is a combination of key presses
which will then automatically make the dock
appear or disappear. For instance, if you want-
ed a Tools dock, type oft t, and you can
now call up the dock by pressing the alt and t
key - easy.

To add programs to the dock you need to
press the 'Edit Tool List', click on 'new' in this
window, dick on the choose exec button, and
then choose the new program to add to that
dock. This is a bit round the houses perhaps,
but it works. From here it is also possible to
choose images and sound to go along with
that program button.

You are best experimenting with all the set-
tings and using the test button to see what
effect they have, as there are so many options
and the instructions do not explain things too
well.
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CLASSACTION
Author Gasmi Salim

Workbench: 2.04

Computers are really thick I mean really really thick - even
thicker than the coffee we have to put up with from
our drinks machine and for which we have had several
interested construction firms seriously considering it as a
replacement for cement.

When you give your computer a data file, unless it has a
icon supplied with it,, and if you do not have the program
that generated that icon, when you just double-click on it
you will only get an error message. What you need is some-
thing that will work out what the data file is and which pro-
gram it should be passed to, and this is what ClassAction
does.

As with ToolManager, an installer is available to make
installation as simple as possible. Once installed you will
have to use the preference program to set up the various
options for your machine.

The preference program has two main sections. One to
add new file types and the other to pick how a file type is
used. The way Class action recognises a file type is that most
file formats have an identifying string somewhere in the file

. . . a m .  g r r  • latisre
1 • • • • • • M o s  t
tt m l  re..cane
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Emma

tonbano
3 1 W •
R i m y  PL e l l o r o
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The standard ClossAction preferences gives you a good range
of preset file  formats for you to be getting an with

D I SK SA L V 2
Author Dave Haynie
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One of the most annoying things that can happen when using a computer is when you lose
work due to a disk becoming corrupt There are usually two main reasons for this happening.
Firstly, it could simply be the disk becoming damaged, or more annoyingly the computer
crashes when you are saving something to disk.

If either of the above two happen the Amiga's file structure becomes damaged and the oper-
ating system will not let you write to the disk until the file system has been properly repaired.
Strangely, the Workbench does not come with any sort of repair utility, which means someone
using a hard drive that becomes damaged would be unable to fix a problem.

DiskSalv is one of the best file recovery programs available for the Amiga. The version on the
cover disk is a shareware product, so if you decide to keep it you should send a payment to the
author. There is, however, a new and improved version that is a commercial product, so if you
feel you really need a disk salvage program, it is well worth considering.

DiskSalv is perhaps best stored on a separate floppy, so if anything horrible happens to your
hard drive it will always be ready at hand. There are a number of modes that DiskSalv works in,
and which one you use depends on the problem. The undelete and salvage modes allow you to
recover deleted and damaged files. If you accidentally format a disk the unlormat mode is the
one you need, while the validate and repair functions are there to try and save damaged disks,
which usually are unvalidated or have check sum errors.

MAGIC MENUS
Author: Martin Korndoefer

Workbench:104

Magic Menu is probably found on almost every Amiga
user's Workbench. It transforms the plain looking drop
down menus into a far sexier 3D pop-up affair.

The only installation you have to do is drop the pro-
gram into your lArBStartup drawer. If you then double-dick
on it twice you will be able to configure the look of your

that specifies what file it is. So an IF file always starts with
the word 'FORM', and if it is a picture file it also has 'ILBM' a
set distance further along.

Normally, to find out what this special string is you would
have to carefully examine the file with a hex editor, but
ClassAction has an auto•detect feature built in that can
automatically work out how to identify a file type.

Once a file type is defined you can then tell Class Action
which program to pass the file to. This is all done through
file requesters and is not very difficult. There are also a good
number of examples already set-up, so you can get an idea
of how Class Action works. If all else fails you could always
read the instructions!

-
- Once  DiskSolv has scanned

your drive, you can select
which files you wont rescuing,
and where they should go
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will transform your old ugly &rick
and white  menus to.-

new menus through the easy-to-use interface.
There can be problems now again with Magic Menus,

particularly when they are being used on a screen with
strange colours, because Magic Menu cannot get the cor-
rect colours it uses from those that are at hand. This can
lead to black text being used over a black background,
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FAULTY D I S K S
If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged
or faulty, please return it to:

TIB P k  TIB House, I I  Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks B04
713H.

Please allow 28 days for delivery
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CYCLE T O  M E N U
Author Federico Giannici

Workbench: 2.04
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Instead of hawing to tiresomely click
through each entry, cycle  to Menu gives you a
handy menu to choose from

Another program I reckon almost every
Amiga user has is Cycle to Menu. This
smallish program improves the way the
Amiga's cycle gadget works, and a prime
example is in the Time preferences. The
cycle gadget here is used to flick between
the various months in a year. If you need to
flick through six months it is a little tedious.
Would it not be far easier if you could just
jump straight to the month you want?

Well that is exactly what Cycle to Menu
allows you to do by converting all the cycle
gadgets to pop-up lists. So after running it,
if you now click on the month cycle gadget
instead of just going to the next month as
normal, a window with all the months
appears under the mouse pointer, allowing
you to easily select the month you want

it is still possible to skip a single entry by
clicking on the first part of a cycle gadget,
similarly to skip back a single entry, press
shift and then click on the cycle gadget.

An installer is provided, in the language
of your choice, and if you double-click on
the program after running, it a preference
window appears allowing you to choose
how the cycle menus look.

I-) - - th is mush more
appealing three
dimensional-looking a ffa ir
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making it impossible to read any of zfie menus. This
occurs a lot when MultiView displays a picture on its own
screen, because similar colours can be grouped together.
To get rid of this effect, open up the menu and hit the ail
key on the far left of the keyboard. This reverts the menus
back to their original colours, so you can read them.



FAST VIEW 2
Author: John Hendnkx

Workbench 2.04

MultiView is a very good program but some-
times you need something that is a little more
straightforward to use. FastView is currently
the best all round picture viewer as it is both
very fast and supports a good number of
picture formats_

You need to install FastView as there are a
number of support files that have to go in the
right place. Once this has been done you only
have to double-click on its icon and then
using the requester select the picture file or
files you want to view.

Fast View has a good number of extra
options, but these are only available through-
out the Amiga's Shell, and you need to read
the documentation on how to use them
properly.

ASI. v42
Author Mardn Orowski

Workbench: 2.04

Yet another replacement f o r one o f
Workbench's standard functions. This new
version of the ASL library gives you more con-
trol over how the standard requester appear.

If you do not know, most of the requesters
that pop up quite frequently are all produced
by a single library, called the ASI library. This
allows programmers to easily get choices
from the user, The main requesters used are
the normal information windows that usually
have one or two buttons in the bottom strip,
file requesters that you will use quite a lot,
and then there are the screen and fonts
requesters.

The new version allows you to choose how
and where these new libraries should appear,
saying what part of the screen they should
appear in and how big they should be. This
makes using requesters more consistent, so
each time you ask for a requester it will
always appear were you expect it

Snap 2-2a: HotKey Part

Universal cut and paste has been available to all Mac users
for a very long time, and PowerSnap is the closest Amiga
users are going to get It simply allows you to select an area
of text displayed on any screen and then copy and paste that

SW A Z I N F O
It Author: David Swasbrook

Workbench' 2.04

This i s  ano the r imp roved
Workbench-type program replacing
the standard icon information
requester. To be honest this is fairly
useless, offering only the minimal
amount of functionality, so this
drop in replacement gives you a
large number of improvements_

Firstly, you can now copy icons
and tools type by dropping the
new icon into the respective part of
SwazInfo's window. It also adds a
large number of new features, let-
ting you easily adjust icon and
program settings -  otherwise
you wo u ld  need t o  use  a
separate program, or the shell to
do this,
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If you are not too careful you can waste
you entire life lust bearvering away on you
computer, but how can you to tell when
you can put down your tools and head off
for lunch.

Screen Clock gives you a nice discreet
clock lurking in the top right-hand side of
your Amiga's screen.

It will even jump to a new screen when
you change screens, so you never lose
track of the time.
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P O W E R S  NAP
Author. Nico Francois

Workbench: 2.04

text in to another program. This may not sound too earth
shattering, but in conjunction with Multia's new edit func-
tion you can easily cut file names, Web site addresses and
paste them into which ever text requester you like.
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MuLT1CX 2 .24
Author. Martin Bernede

Workbench:2.04

Good things do come in small packages.
and MultiCX proves it to - a tiny utility that
manages to  pack loads o f  invaluable,
features into a tiny program.

Window and screen manipulation, mouse
acceleration, screen blanking, no drive
click, n e w look menus and sliders,'
alert patch, assign wedge and new edit are
just a few of the many function MultiCX
does.

Just drop the icon in your WBStartup .
drawer and read the document to get the
low down on what every function does_ All
the functions of MultiCX have to be adjust-
ed via the icon's toolstypes which you get
to by clicking once on the MultiCX icon and
then pressing the right Amiga key and

W B  A L I A S
Author: Frank Wurkner

workbench: 104

Macintoshes have had the ability to 'make
what are known as aliases for a while now,
and this program provides the Amiga with
the same function. When you first run
WBAllas, a file requester will appear asking
you where the alias should initially be
stored.

Once you have picked a location a menu
item in the tools menu is created. If you
now want to make an alias, just select the
program or drawer icon and then 'Melte
Alias' from the tools menu.

You can now put the new alias icon
where you like, snapshot it, rename it, or
even run it  The only restriction i5 that you
cannot put an alias into RAM due to the
way the link to the original program is
made. To quit WIEIAlias just select its menu
item without an icon selection.
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K G C O N  v1.3
Author: David Larsson

Workbench: 2.04

Nothing is perfect, so KingCON is another improvement to AmigaDOS. This time it adds a lot of
extra functionality to what is known as the Arniga's shell_ Initially I doubt you will use this too
much, but when you do, KingCON makes it a lot easier to use. The ability to scroll back through
past commands, and to add file names by pressing the tab key really simplifies your fife.

A standard installer script is provided and you must use this to install KingCON as it makes
some important lines to your user-startup sequence. Once installed you may not notice the dif-
ference, but if you read the instructions you will find out about all the benefits of KingCON.
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Hidden beneath this bland window throbs the mighty power of KingCON

VIRUS CHECKER
v7.16

Author John Veldthuis
Workbench: 2.04

One thing that can cause havoc on your
machine is a computei virus. Written by very
strange people, these nasty things can cause
all kinds of mischief, normally resulting in
you losing data. To protect yourself properly
you need a good up-to-date virus checker,
and the strangely similarly named Virus
Checker is just what you need. To install it
there is a supplied installer program which
will copy across all the necessary extra files.
You should have Virus Checker in your
WRStartup drawer so it is running each time
you start Workbench.

DEVS MANAGER
Author Eric Sauvageau

Workbench: 2.04

If you are a beginner this utility may not be of immediate use but as time goes on you will find
use for it. Devs Manager allows you to simply swap certain Workbench extensions between the
Devs drawer where they are active, and the storage drawer where they are made inactive.

This allows you to enable or disable the various extension in the Devs drawer - DOS divers,
Printer drivers, key board maps, Monitor drivers and Data Types. It also allows you to store pro-
grams from the WBStartup drawer, therefore allowing you to easily disable startup programs. The
program needs no installation and only consists of a couple of buttons and list views, so is very
simple to use,

s Manager  1.3 -  8 t  Sauvaoeau.
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Author Mr BOOPSI
Workbench: 2.04

Not a program that turns your computer
into a gbh
, 
b l o u
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t  
o n
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the look of Workbench's gadgets for the
better. Instead of having the dreary look-
ing plain close and resize window gad-
gets you get some snazzy 3D look ones.

To make the change you need to open a
Shell, found in the System drawer, and
type Ed S : S t a r t u p
-
S e q u e n c e .  
T h e n  
y o u

need to add the following line just
after the Setpatch command: C:Sysillack
18 18 18 18 18 4 4 3DLOOK. If you now
save the file and restart the machine
you will have lovely new looking system
gadgets.
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DATA T Y P E S
Workbench: 3.0

A new part of Workbench, introduced in ver-
sion three, Data Types allow any program that
supports them to recognise and load any
Data Type that you have installed on your
machine. When you first get your new Amiga
you only have the basic IFF formats, which do
however cover samples, pictures, animations
and text. As the rest of the world uses many
different file formats, it is handy to have a few
others at hand.

Gather together the most common Data
Types which includes CAE Jpeg, TIFF, WAVE, •
VOC and Font ones. All have installer scripts
for simple installation, and once installed •
allow programs such as MultiView to handle -
all these new file formats.

n  We  sin, e o u  the most essential Data Types,
for both sample and pirture  Ne s

SHAREWARE
Many of the programs on the two cover
disks are what are commonly known as
Shareware. Such well written programs
take many hours to write and a lot of
hard work and dedication on the part of
the programmer. When a program is
called shareware it means the program-
mer has generously allowed you to try
out their program, a lot of the time with
no restrictions, and if you then decide you
like it you are obliged to send the author
the shareware fee.

Normally this is no more than ten
pounds and in return the author will
usually keep you supplied with the latest
version of that program, along with their
undying gratitude of course.
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LOST VoaNGS 15
1
2141

U O F  THE TEMPTRESS . . 1 1  Se
MAN um  /mem LEAGUE CHAMPS
AMPoL/MTE0 - THE COUBLE 2 2  99
IACRO MACHIPIES 151 2K I •  1 2 0 9
ASCRCIPPOSE GO Y
MORTAL KOLIBAT
MORTAL KO IALAT 2  1 9 0 9
MR FA OBBY ISIBQ  1 1 0 0
NICK FALDOS GOLF 7312K1 6 9 9
ON THE PALL - LEAGUE EDITION . 1 2 . 4 9
PGA EURO PEAN TOUR , ,  2 . 9 9
PINBALL DOABLE PACK
PINBALL DREAMS & XANTASIES
PINBALL DREAMS •  -
2  9 99I116AL1, FANTASIES I51241 4 9 9
PLAYER MANAGER
POLTCE ()HEST 3 t v
PO RAO LIS
PROMISED LANDS 101244 o l o vi  _ 1 0 9 9
powERDIINE
powERNONGER
mm, DATA DISK ...STAID •  •  •• '
4PREPAER MANAGER 3 •  EDITOR ...13 .99
PREPAER MANAGER 3 EDITOR 9 . 9 9
PRIMAL RAGE
REACH FOR THE SKIES 6
,
2 1 ( 1  . 1  
1  
9 9

RISE O f THE ROBOTS 4 . 9 9
ROAO RASH (512K) 1 0 4 9
pomE 5092 9 7 . 9 9
RIGBY LEAGUE COACH 1 9 4 1 1
SCRABBLE 111210) _ 1 E 9 9
SECRET Of MCNIKEY ISLAND . 1 2
9 9sEonET OF TAONKEY ISLAND 2 . 1 2 0 9
SENSIIBE OOP • •  ,  2199
SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER 2 1  99
SENSIBLE WOA2.0 CP SOCCER Se • 22.99
SILENT SERVICE 2 1040121 1 1  99
SPADN DIE SORCERER 4
SKID MARKS • •  •  1
7
9 9
SI EEPWALKER 15 I VII 8 , 9 9
soccER RID 151241

N E W  f r o m  M a n g e '  V ic1410  1 2
. 9

STREET FIGHTER 1 ANIMATED MOVIE
-
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OVERDRIVE

WING CMETR MICROPROSE GOLF W O R M S
5.99 7 . 9 9  1 8 . 9 9

1.99 S P A C E  LEGENDS
WPKG CO MMANDER
PAEGATPIAVELLER ELITE
SPEEDER/. 1 & 2 41241
SPEWS LEGACY
SPORTS MASTERS
ae GCLA COY  503 ADVANTAGE

TENNIS EURO PEAN CHAMPS 1992

STABLE MASTERS
STEVE DAAS WORLD SNOOKER
sTREEOGHTER 2 451 2KI •
SuPeR SLOW:44S 2
SUPER STREETR3HTER 2
SPIV i5
1
2 K I  (
1 1
/
0
P 1

SYNDICATE
THE LOST me/MURES OF !TOCCOA 1
20 CLASSIC TEXT * U. . 5 1 9
,
2 1 )1  1 9 . 4 9
TANAN PARR 2 2 9 9
TORNADO •  2 99
UE0  • ENEMY UNKNO WN 2 0 .
9 9ULTIMATE SO CCER MANAGER T 9  99
MIROCC0 1 9 9 9
WING COMMANDER I 5
9 9mTATER OLYMPICS 9 9 9
WO RLD CUP YEAR SA
GOAL C.Tmaimp MOP gm • DATA DISK
.STRIKER SENSIBLE SOCCER
WORLD OF ty
,
Li  
2 0
9 9

WORMS 1
1 1 9 MEMO/ ,  im
ZE EntO U o

URA SAVINGS
ON COLONIZATION &

FLIGHT OF AMAZON QUEEN

4110 AV- E l  5
CULOTT
,
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,
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XS COLONGARON • DEDUCT DUSTS. FEB
RAP. ocsoSRP ( 22 APA • C3 &AVE Ail 09
IGHT OF THE AmAzott ButtN
95 AMAZOI DEDUCT DINTS  DEC 2E

RIP fl y  985111. y Of 99 1 1 2 5 4
9 2 . 4 9 1 1AMIGA UTILITIES

DATASTORE 2
PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENTS
OVER D A P S
-
M A R E .  
L I S T  
V I D
A

USER DEFINED REPORTS AND
MANY MORE FEATURES •
1391.1031E pAerr 3
POWERFUL APT AND
ANIMATION PAcKko e

GE ROWS 91.129
AOWERRA Aso EASY TO USE
ROUTE PLANNiNG SYSTEM
HOME ACCOUNTS
MST SELLING MCNEY MANAGING
APPICATION •  0  AS
HONE ACCOUNTS 2
Toe
, 
F
E
A
T
U
R
E
D  
P
E
R
S
O
N
A
L

FINANcEBATALi OFFICE MANAGER 2 9 .
9 9MINI DANCE
INTEGRATED WORD PROCESSOR
SPREADSHEET. DATABASE AP.0
DISK uTiLITIES
ORGAN/AMER 2
VERY EASY TO ITS( PERSONAL
INFORMATION MANAGER
PERSONAL P AW 90.4
AN EXCELLENT INTRODUCTION TO
THE WORLD OF GRAPHICS •
WORDSWORTH VI 299
PROFESSIONAL WORD PROCESSOR
FEA uRES WYSIWYG DISPLAY I S M

OVERDRIVE HARD DRIVES
THESE HIGH SPEED HARD DRIVES ARE SUITABLE

FOR THE 51200 AND MOO. COMPLETE WITH
SYSTESA SOFTWARE PRE-INSTALLED AND POWER
SUPPLY THESE DRIVES PLUG INTO THE PCIACIA
SLOT CS YOU AMIGA AND THEREFORE DO NOT

INVALIDATE THE WARRANTY
OVERDRIVE 259 TAB HARD DRIVE   2 3 9 , 9 8

125 GB 0272 Met 14ARD DRIVE 2 9 9 1 4 1

INTERNAL 2.5" HARD DRIVES
HIGH SPEED DRIVE FOR AMIGA Al200 AND 4600 & Sx-I COMPLETE

WITH FITTING INSTRICTICAIS AND RIEINSTALLED SYSTEM
SOFTWARE NOTE OPENING YOUR AmIGA INvAuovrts THE

WARRANTY PLEASE STATE At 203 AECKI OR SX-1 CN YOUR ORDER
ITO PAB 2.5' INTERNAL HARD DRIVE FOR AMIGA 1 3 4 1 9
344) MB 2.5 INTERNAL HARD DRIVE FOR AMIGA 1 6 5 , 9 9

*40

EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE 49.99
@DX FORMATTED CAPACITY. LONG REACH CABLE,
COLOUR MATCHED OESIGN. HIGH DUALITY DESIGN

MOUSE MATS WITH NON SLIP
BACKING AND POLYCARBONATE

COATING FOR LONG LIFE
STAR TREK TRIG CREW 9 . 0 9

GENERATIONS • TWO CAPTAINS 9 . 9 9
FLOATING BENCH 9 9 9

11.99
tag

•0 99

i3.90
2090
459
149

2099

47(1
12 NJ

44.99

IT 99

3/91)

44.99

44.99

ZYDEC ZYR PRO 2
STEREO SPEAKERS 4 7 . 9 9
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,
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R S  
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R F
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T

FOR ALL COMPUTERS AND P E
R S O N A L  H I F I .30 WATTS RMS. BASS. TREBLE AND YCLUME

CONTROL_ POWERED BY MAINS (LEAD
SUPPLIECH WITH THUNDERING BASS

MOUSE MATS
RESEIRVECO MOUSE MAT
SPONGE BACKED
4.99

ALIEN BREED 30 - C H A M P  MGR 2
21,4941200 2 0 . 9 9

CD32 SOFTWARE
AKIRA ,  9.99
ALIEN 9HEEL
, •  
T O W E
R  
4 5 5
A J L
T  .
2 0
.
9 9

ALIEN BREED JO . . . . .
ANORE AGASSI TENNIS . . . 2 0  99
ARCADE Poct . . . . . . .  •
oAmEcHEss ••• •  • 1 8
9 9BRUTAL FOOTBALL 1 6 9 9
SESSILE AND SOJEAK I 9 3 1 0
CORE COMPILATION VOL 2
BANSHEE S KE LE
-
oly 
K R E W

HENCALL 2 utovETISE 1 5 . 9 9
CORE COMPILATION VOL 3
BO RA N  S P A  PREPAER
O NIXX PO CK 1 4  2 . 1 0 . 9 9
ELITE 2 IPRONTIER.  1 0  AS
FEARS . . . . . . . . . 2 0 9 9
FIELDS CS GLORY   1 0 9 9
PNAL OVER - ARCADE CRICKET 1 3 . 4 9
FURY OF THE FUMES 1 2  99
GLOOM /M OM  cLONE1 2 0  89
GLOOM 2 . . . .  2 0 9 9
MARDIAN 1 9 9 9
GUNSHIP 2090 1 2  99
&POLE STRIKE 1 2 9 9
8UN3PIN 1 2  49
T.DRAINGs 1 1 2 1 ?
LOST EDEN
MAKIN' MUSIK
EVER yo4N3 you COULD
POSSIBLY NEED TO CREATE
CUALI• Y MUSIC INCLUCES OVER
' 000 SOUNDS OVER 100 MUSIC
G(O LILES AND MANY CREATO R
'0 0 1 .5  SUITABLE FOR OVERCATIVE

D AND EXPANDED 0032 SYSTEM
19.99

miCROCOSM 1 4  99
IMOADIREITOT Co 8 1 0  ADULT)
THE FIRST EVER LANGUAGE COURSE
FOR THE 017-32 FEATURES REAL
SPEECH CCOAR.ETE WITH GCSE
PHRASE BOOK
mORPH 2  99
DSCAR A DIGGERS 3 9 9
PoisALL FANTASIES 1 E 9 9
PINBALL iLuiSiONS i
PRATES GOO „ 1 4 . 9 9
RISE Of THE ROBOTS
ROAO KILL.  1 2  90
RO B0 0 0 0  M A M E
-
8 E 6 N D
SHADOW FIGHTER T O R
siLICAI THE SORCERER 1 4 . 9 9
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SPERIS LEGACY
STAR CRUSADER
SUB WAR M O
SUPER STARDUST
SYNDICATE
THEME PANA
TOP GEAR 2
10/viAL PURSUIT ,
UFO - ENEMY ,
. . I N K N O
w N
ULTIMATE BODY EACTIVS
BODY BLOWS B GALACTIC
•VITAL LIGHT
'NORMS

CANNON FODDER OFFICIAL GUIDE 1099
COMPLETE IDIOTS GUIDE TO
THE INTERNET 2 0 4 9
DUNGEON MASTER NWT 11004 3
9 9MUMMA 40403 AND FATE OF
ATLANTIS HINT GUIDE
SPECIAL RESERVE 0,3_03 VERSION 2 . 9 1
INSIDE COMPUSERVE STH EDITION 23.99
INTERNET FOR DUMMIES ,  1 7 . 9 9
SECRET Of MONKEY ISLAND
HINT BOOK 9 , 9 9
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2
HINT BOOK 9 . 9 9

1 MB 4500 PLUS RAM WITH CLOCK   2 9 . 9 9
1 MB ASTIO RAM WITH CLOCK 4 2  99
4925 RAM BOARD FOR AMIGA Al 200 WITH CLOCK 1 8 4  92

MB •  FPU RAM BOARD FOR AMIGA 41200 WITH CLOCK AND
ADDITIONAL FAST 33 EIHA FLOATING POINT UNIT
FOR MATHS AND GRAPHICS ACCELERATION 2 2 6  96

MONITOR AND STEREO TV
AMIGA M1438 14'
MULTISYNC MONITOR 2 8 9 . 9 9
NEvelooNITLA FROM ATA.CTA TECHNOLOGIES FC
, Al203 AND 44000. WITI4 BUILT IN STEREO

SPEAKERS. 028 DOT PITCH AAPR1 LOW RADAT Lir
S'TGRAL AND POWER LEADS SUPPLIED

19 99
19.99
1299
1899

.23.99

.22.99
J11.99
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ZEEWOIF G L O O M  DELUXE

14.99 •  20 .99
BLANK DISKS

SPECIAL RESERVE BLANK
DISKS ARE BRinse o MADE

GUARANTEED EPROA
FREE. TDK DISKS ARE

BRANDED AND BOXED IN
TENS LABELS SUPPLIED
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AND IX CAPACITY DISK BOX WHILE
STOCKS LAST
PACK OF SE SPECIAL RESERVE HD

PA CS Of OE TON FORMATTED 293
35" DISKS INCLUDES FIVE FREE DISKS
AM ) FIVE * CAP ACIT Y  OiSK BOXES
WIAILE STOCKS LAST M E E
I T  FLOPPY ORNE HEAD CLEANER 9 . 9 4

AMIGA LEADS
'PLEASE STATE •APAGA
- ' W H E NANALOGUE JOYSTICK ADAPTOR FOR

AMIGA ALLCITYS ANY IS PIN ANALOGUE
PC JO YSTICK TO BE USED ON ALL
MAMAS WTH GAMES THAT ALLOW
ANALOGUE CONTROL
ANTI.SURGE 4 WAY MAILING
MULTIPLUO COANECTE 4 DEVICES TO
ONE MAWS OUTLET AND PROTECTS
AGAINST ELECTRICAL SURGES P I M
HEIM AUDIO LEAD- AMIGA/CO=
TO STEREO .11 5  METRES 2  X PHO NC
PI1.105 TO 2 X PHONO PLUGS) C M
MONITOR LEAD AMIGA 0032
IC. CM9933 moo CS 'IBIS  RCN T
O R  1 2 . 9 9PAONWOR LEAD- AMIGA
to cveszu Wu DR 101145 STOUTER 12.99 •
NULL MOGEN CABLE i25 Pirgi 9 . 9 9
PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR
PACK O f TWO EXT ENDS JOYSTICK
AND MOUSE PORTS BY 21 CMS 7 . 9 9
RANT ER LEAD I 5  METRES
PRINTER LEAD 5 METRES S W

RE LEAD - TV TO CONSCAE OR
COMPUTER ,2 NETREE0 A I N
SF SINTDN - AMIGA, ST OP CONSOLE
SWITCH BETWEEN Tv AERAL
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RODOSHIFT INTERFACE PLUGS
MOUSE JO Y S T I CK IN ONE P O I
,  4 1 9 9SCANT LEAD AMIGA 41032

TO TV WITH SCANT INPUT 1 0  99
SCARY LEAD- Alarm
TO Tv WITH SCART INPUT
vonsKS 114I1T4 ALMOST ALL Wu

C.: BOOKS
SECRETS Of FRONTIER FLIT
S  2  9 2 9SIMOTT 2000 OFFICIAL KANOSOOK 15.99
THE UK INTERNET 94)0K
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TOTAL! AMIGA DOS
A CO VPHEHINSrvE W O E  TO
THE USE OF APAGA COS ,  . . I 4  99
101A1_1 AMIGA WORKBENCH
CONTAINS ALL YOU EVERY WANTED
TO KNOW ABOU wORKBENCH 1 4 5 4
UFO ()ICOR) STRATEGIES
AND SECRETS

RAM UPGRADES

NOKIA 14' SCART TV 1 6 4 . 9 9
• REMOTE CONTROL • SQUARE TINTED TUBE

• HEADPHONE SOCKET • SCART SOCKET
NOKIA 14" RICAN STEREO TV 2 1 4 . 9 9

AS ABOVE PLUS F A S
-
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N I C A M  D I G I T A L  S T E R E O
AND ADJUSTABLE SOUND DEFLECTORS

K A R T LEAD M A GA  TO SCARY TV TROT GOLDSTAR)

POWER SUPPLY

IRAS

10 99

TRAP DOOR RAM  E X P ANS ION FOR  A600.... 4600  AND 4 1 2 0 0

10.1119j
.

COMMODORE M AGA
POWER SUPPLY 2 7 . 4 9
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73 WAITS STANDARD OUTPUT
ANTIsuRELE A
W A Y  
T R A I L I
N G  
N U L
T I P L
U O  
2
4
1
*

S AI
-
LE  
V  
C
O
N
N
E
C
T
S  
4  
D
E
V
I
C
E
S  
T
O  
O
N
E  
O
U
T
L
E
T

AND PROTECTS AGAINST ELECTRICAL SURGES- J



3ELL/ 3E
99
3

BLANK
II MADE
AMOR
S ARE
DIED IN
WYL IE°

Enter membership number (if applicable) or
NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE MAKIN- UK 8.001
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OLIALiTY AL I O *  METH T HE ABIL ITY TO  PL AY M USIC CO B P ACK
INCLUDES SEVEN GAMES LIBERATION. CANNON FODDER,

MICROCOSM. ULTIMATE BODY BLOWS. PROJECT X. DIGGERS AND
m  O S C A R  O N CD PL US 8 6  BUT T O N CONTROL_ PAD

CARE & PROTECTION
OUST COVERS H I GH  DUALITY CLEAR PVC

FOR 14' MONITOR 9 9  C OV E R  FOR 81200
- FDR C O V E R  FOR Aeoo

__•_LNik PRINT ER i t  951 C o y e A  PO P ASOM
3,5" FLOPPY DISK AND CO STORAGE

DELUXE DISK BOX 3-5
-120 CAPACIT Y WIT H DIVIDERS

PLUS FREE FROM SPECIAL RESERVE ZOOL. LEMMINGS. EPIC. SPEEDBALL I  & 2. MYTH,
TRIVIAL PURSUIT, DENNIS. OSCAR, WING COMMANDER AND CIVILISATION AGA

pus  Fau FROM PEVA.). RESEELVI Z EXTRA UTILITY PACKAGES DELUXE PAINT 4 AND PRINT MANAGER
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AMIGA Al200 2/170 SCALA MAGIC PACK
WITH 170MR INTERNAL HARD DRIVE
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, W I T H  2MB RAM 170MB INTERNAL HARD DRIVE SCALA MM300 hIULTiMEDIA
SOFTWARE. MAGIC PACK SOFTWARE AND 10 FREE GAMES

CD WALLET MS CAPACITY) STORES
CDS NEATLY AND SAFELY 1 4 . 9 9

r
-
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MEDIA UFE DISK FILE DRAWER 3,5"
24,, CAPACITY. STACAABLE .  16.99
MEDIA LIFE CB F i l l  DRAWER
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,
TY . 
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• Microsoft Windows 95 operating 5952orr
• SErn6rig 1772 MB 1'1 25 Gigi wow 'ugh soma cnie
• Very athechve mica-tower case
• edwerS4 486 DX 4
,
100  M H z  
p r i x e s s
e r

leUrd mow9/4 Inan a P e w ,"  P601
• 12EIK cache upgradeatle to 25EK
• Pas/. 1 MS PCI 32•Pt gt seeks actakbakr
• Enhanced IDE piraraler  supparts lour carves
• 5  &we hays. 4 PCI s lats 4 115-tat ISA slats
• Expandable to 84 MS RAM
• Saresme 14 S y n a
-
n e s te r  
0 2 8  
O K  
p a t h  
S V G
A

awarawnnng mama:1r lath lid and SWAP Bland
• WINIO•B•S 96 key toeM mouse and rr1n.,4 cc/
i f t l fe d  Cues M u l t
,
e 0 . 6 .  
O u s  
* o t t N a
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TRUST PCi 486 DX4.100 MULTIMEDIA Pc

'AMIGA Al200 MAGIC PACKS
Amiga Al200  computer witr. pDwerful 32 bit CPU combined wilh AGA chipsel

offering superb grapnrcs and sound capatakties.
Built en keyboard, internal disk drive, TV modulalor and many incluMry Standard
ports to show connec lico to NiDellOrS. Modems, Br inier& scanners . CD ROM

drives, hard doves And much mcxe. Fu lly mufti-tasking Workbench 3.1
operating sysiem and 20 software titles
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• MNP2-5 V42bts. CLASS 1. 2 AND GROUP 3 FAX COMPATIBLE
• FREE I MCAITH SUBSCRIPTION TO COMPUSERVE
-F REE INTERNET  SUBSCRIPT IO N OFFER
• EREE INDIGO FAX BOX OFFER
• FREE T ECHNICAL  SUPPO RT
• FREE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER TO NET MAGAZINE
• FREE INTERNET STARTER GUIDE
• MASSIVE 7 YEAR WARRANTY

TORNADO EXTERNAL 14.4 FAX/MODEM FOR AMIGA
WITH TERMITE SOFTWARE & CABLES 1 2 9 . 9 9
TORNADO EXTERNAL 28.8 FAX/MODEM FOR A M A
M TH  TERMITE SOFTWARE & CABLES 2 0 9 . 9 9
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CANON BJC 4000
COLOUR INKJET

ONLY 279.99
64 NO ZZLES. BO COLLOAN. 5  F O NT S 8  PPM 3150 DPI

BUILT IN SREET FEEDER (100 SHEETS' EBEL M B A
o g ru sg s G m B i m e a .  V E RY  DIF F ICUL T  TO BEAT

Fre ..
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I VS rag

Dela. aod
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• 1 1

CAN YOU FIND ANOTHER
DEAL L 1
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1 1 1 S ?

TRUST D I A  PC
MASSIVE

1 2 7 2  M B
S UOM I H I G H  ' P S I S  H A R D  E O M .

( 1 .25 G IG ABYT E)
W I N D O W S  9 5 ,
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GEN U I N E
SO UND BLASTER 1 6

SaSCROPHONe S . S P E  *BE M S .
A W A R D  W I N N I N GSA M SU N G  1 4

-S V GA  STIOCALILSTER M OgNIT011,
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E 5 0 0  W O R T H
C if M edelOS OOT C D  a.

8  CLASSIC G A M E S
AN D

2  YEA R  O N - S I T E
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PRODUCT DETAILS

Product: S u p e r  Autos 94/95
Supplier: P D  Soil
Price: E 4 . 9 S
Phone: 0 1 7 0 2  466933

SCORES
Ease of use 8 0 %
Implementation 8 0 %
Value For Money 7 0 %
Overall 7 0 %

ts, r t  and images

H A S E  2  r

In t h e  p a s t  E _ M.
Computergraphic have
been one of the finest di-
part, image and font spe-
cialists -  especially with
Phase I being a success and
Phase 3 + 4 shortly to arrive.
Not only do they cover a wide
spectrum of font volumes, they
also include some very high quality
images and clipart, all divided into
specific categories.

Phase 2 continues where Phase 1 left off,
with four volumes of colour fonts, not to mention
five volumes of postscript fonts, along with 71 for
use with Imagine. Along with the font file, you will also
be able to view the font as an IF so you can see it instantly rather than

loading up a DIP pack-
age and importing them
directly.

All the images and
artwork are either in IFF
16/256 colours or HAM
interlace and they are
all of very high quality,
with a wide variety of
topics including famous
people, places, Sci-li,
textures, animals and
girls. I have to be hon-
est that th is CD is
extremely male orien-
ted. Just by loading up
girls, you get all kinds of

beach/bikini shots, and even when you go to the sport directory, all you find
are women exercising in all kinds of positions - not that I'm complaining of
course. If you look at the majority of magazines of the shelves - with a few
exceptions - you will find pictures of models dotted everywhere and they
really are one of the most
useful categories, so why not
include them?

The index is excellently
implemented, making it nice
and easy to use, and with a
thumbnails fi le you can,
again, view all the pictures
from a directory in a second.
There are so many pictures
you will undoubtedly find a
good picture in a high quality
resolution that will come in
use.

Phase 2 is one of the best
complete packages I have
seen for a long time -  it's
the most user-friendly and
efficient image/font package
on the market

n  I  ha d to include  a  n ice  ima ge  of  a
puppy, be ca use  not only doe s it  ma ke
0 0 0 0 a l l conte nt , i t sh o w so f f o n e o f
P ha s e ' s  2 5 6  c o l o u r  i m a g e s ! W o o f

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product:
Supplier:
Price:
Phone:

Bottom
fins

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

Phase 2
EM. Computergraphic

E24.99
01255 431389

SCORES
90%
90%
85%
90%

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

a

couldn't a ctua lly find some thing inte re sting
e n o u g h  t o  d e m o n s tr a te  th e  LS O

C o m p e n d i u m  C D ,  a l l  I  c o u l d  fi nd w a s  a
nice  p icture  o f  Dra cula ,  a nd he re  it  is

U P E R  A U T O S  9 4 / 9 5
I have mixed feelings
about this CD, mainly
because it's full of shiny,
brand new, spectacular
and, not to  mention,
expensive cars that I shall
never have the privilege
of owning. There are pic-
tures o f  the  famous
Dodge Viper, Mazdas and
Ferraris, not to mention
shaped boxes with wheels.

The pictures themselves are obviously
photographs from a recent car show, prob-
ably somewhere in Europe. They are all
presented on stands so unfortunately you
don't see pictures of them whizzing
around spitting dirt into the air.

There are 100 photos in different for-
mats - Pict, Tiff, Hanle and CIE I've tried
for the life of me to come up with a proper
use for them - such as publishing or art-
work • but they are too specific to use in
anything mainstream. If you happen to be
covering something like '100 great photos
of super cars' then this CD-ROM would be
of excellent use. You could, for instance,

lots of

( )  °o h ,  tha t 's n ice . Oh ye s,  ve ry n ice .
It' s  a  ' l e a d s .  A  s i l v e r  one .  W i th  fo u r
whe e ls. I 'm  doing tha t  we ll a m I?

A change of reviewer this
month as Andy

Maddock  gets his
first dose of CD
compendiums

IS IC II!
• • •  so• •now . . . m. 0  ,
1 0 0 1 6 1 . 1  
m n

•  im• Pt me Ammk U. a  = m o m  immln

oddly

use them as a  deskto
picture but that's about as
useful as they get

It may have been more
useful if some documenta-
tion on the cars was includ-
ed because at least you'd be
getting a  pseudo-ency-
clopaedia for your money,
and you'd actually learn

something. However, even for E4.99, which
seems relatively cheap, 100 car photos to
look at surely is a bit steep.

One thing's for sure though. You'll have I
to be very careful -  once you see the
pictures, you'll be itching to nip down to
your local showroom to see what they
have on offer, It may turn out to be quite
an expensive purchase.

Bottom
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Ease of use BO%

Implementation 70%

Value For Money 70%
Overall 70%
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CI - F I  S E N S A T I O N
Okay, who is the person with the word
processor that keeps putting sensation at
the end of all these CD titles? At least you
are not left with too much doubt as to what
6 on the CD,

SC-F1 Sensation is a double CD, so you
are getting a lot of data for your money.
Before trying to click on any of the icons
you should run the icon named click-me.
This sets up a number of assigns and
mikes sure all the files and programs work
correctly.

A bog chunk of the first CD - two thirds of
it - is taken up with various pictures, anima-
tions. samples, and music taken from a
number of the more famous Sci-fi films and
series. such as Aliens, Blade Runner, Dr
Who. Babylon 5. Terminator 2 and, of
course. an absolute ton of Star Trek stuff.
Generally, the picture quality ranges
anflovhece from good to very poor.

Marty of the included animations on the
tost dec are Ws, which are only ever 8-bit,
maks/ them of use for AGA owners only.
Met do however, play back fairly quickly on
a plait Al200. I was quite interested to see
that a good number of the flicks are taken
ken recent PC games, like EficiForge and Full
Throttle_ it is lust a shame the actual games
tad not be appearing on the Amiga.

Strangely, but still managing to slip into
the Sci-fi category, are the collection of
Klondike cards, but luckily none are com-
pressed so they can be easily used 5traight
oft the CD.

Other things to be found on the CD
include 3D objects for various raytracing

HE C O L O U R

The Colour Library features all the latest graphical PD
from all around the world, and contains images and cli-
part for use with publishing and artwork. Despite the
impressions the title may give, it is solely an image/cfi-
part CD-ROM, and has absolutely nothing to do with
colour palettes or anything suchlike.

There are over 1,700 clipart and colour images you
can import directly from the CD-ROM without the has-
sle of taking space on your hard drive. There are three
applications included to view the artwork and images,
so there's no need to buy or run a memory-consuming
package just to see the formats.

The PCX datatype is included for you to slide into

•

packages like 3D Studio, Imagine - which
has the most objects -  LightWave and
Rea131/ A large selection of fairly good sam-
ples, again from many Sci-fi films and series,
are organised into their own directories,
with such classics as 'Open the pod bay
doors HAL" and 'I'll be back" dotted about.

There is also a selection of Sci-fi games
on hand for you to have a good play with. If
you are an AGA owner, many of them will
not run straight off the CD so you will need
to degrade your machine.

Probably of more interest for actual Sci-fi
fans is the collection of documents and
AmigaGuides of various Sci-fi programs and
UFO-type subjects. Dr Who and Star Trek get
there usual fanatical coverage, along with a
good X-Files section, letting you get all the
details and plot twists of the series.

The second CD consists entirely of anima-
tions, the main three formats being the
Amiga standard IFF Anim5. Mpeg, and a
large number of Ors. There are also a num-
ber of AVI animations which is the standard
Windoze film format, but there is no sup-
plied player. Therefore, the only way you will
get to see these is if you have a version of
TAPavi knocking about_

Even though the  CD has decent
Workbench organisation, most of the pic-
tures and animations are played by selecting
them with PD viewers, and the main two
used are ViewTek and Flick.

Generally, I think the novelty of this CD
will wear out fairly fast. It does have a wider
appeal to more than just Sci-fi fans, as any-
one will be able to enjoy the animations,

CS Ap a rt  from Sta r Tre k,
Sta r Wa rs ha s to  be  one  of
the fine st scie nce  fi ct ion
films e ve r. Th is C D
conta ins,  docume nta tion,
p i c tu r e s  a n d  s a m p l e s  o f
m o s t o th e r s  to o

L I B R A RY  V O L U M E  ' I
your Devs drawer so the pictures can be viewed, or you
can simply load Fast View which is a simple interface
designed to load and view various files. They will
appear in a matter of seconds and a wide range of
directories can be obtained.

The actual images contained aren't of the same qual-
ity as Phase 2, as they are mostly in a low resolution.
However, they are still well presented, containing a
thumbnails file so you can view all the pictures in a
particular directory_

The CD, on the whole, is well documented and

(1 A .  you ca n se e  from the  Image, m a ny of the m a re n't
full scre e n,  34, the y a re  be st use d for publishing a nd
clipa rt . The y don't boa st tre me ndous qua lity e ithe r

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

pictures and samples. These are generally of
a good quality, but once you have seen all
the animations and pictures and then
shown them to your mate/s_, I don't think
you will be coming back to this CD too
often.

• B o t t o m
line

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product:
Supplier:
Price:
Phone;

Product:
Supplier:
Price:
Phone:

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

SCI-FI Sensation
Epic Marketing

E19.99
0500 131485

SCORES

•••

includes a wide range of information and instructions
for the CD itself as well as the applications included.
The subjects for the images and clipart are fairly basic
and not too specific, covering Animals, Maps, Dogs,
Men, Women, Planes and more.

In all, there's around 600Mb of clipart and images
and if you are looking for a cheap image CD packed full
of reasonable artwork with a wide range of categories
and extra features, then for E9.99 the Colour Library is
good value for money.

Bottom
line

PRODUCT DETAILS

SCORES

The Colour Library
PD Soft

E9.99
01702 466933

80%

80%
70%
70%



SD C O M P E N D I

Ease of use 80%

Implementation 70%

Value For Money 80%
Overall 80%

17 Bit Software are one of the best PD com-
panies around, boasting a tremendous col-
lection of PD and Shareware, and as soon as
multimedia on the CD-ROM emerged it was
inevitable that PD companies would relish in
the fact they could store thousands of prod-
ucts from their own catalogue on CD and
release it at a very cheap price. This is exactly
what 11 Bit have been doing - and to great
effect,

As usual, there is a good 600Mb of appli-
cations, utilities, games, modules, demos
and more. These compilations are ten-a-
penny at the moment because anybody with
a half decent library can set one up. So far,
there is no doubt that the Aminet series is
leading the way - with constant updates and
all the latest software, they are very tough•competition.

Most of the Software is either archived by
Lha or DMS, and a simple double-click will
unpack it to your hard drive or floppy disk.
Unlike many other CD•ROMs, it does contain
some ready-to-run graphic/music demos -
this makes a nice change as you escape the

This CD was created by the man himself, Eric
Schwartz, and contains all of Eric's previously
released animations and artwork. He began
using an A500 designing small animations on
Deluxe paint, and then continued to upgrade
his system, eventually using an A4000 to
design artwork in higher resolutions for Out-
standing quality. With his 4000, he is now at
ease with packages such as Imagine and
LightWave. Eric is not the only artist with work
on this CD as his colleagues from former pro-
jects have included work roc, particularly Les
Dietz and Mark Stanley_

This CD is such a dream to use because
just clicking on the icons will change the pat-
tern, resolution, colours and screen for use
with the animations you want to see, depend-
ing on your set-up - ranging from OS 1.3 to
3.0.

The CD contains various animations and
pictures of the well known Rachel Racoon
whom I've seen many times, although then 1
had no idea where it came from, or even who
it came from.

The Eric Schwartz archive comes with the
standard AmigaGuide documentation, as well
as being split into directories which are clearly

U M

a  RIC S C H W A R T Z  A R C H I V E

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

DELUXE V O L U M E  3
archive process -  and the demos are of a
good quality both graphically and sonically.

There's the usual AmigaGuide database so
you can easily search the software/demo you
are looking for. However, if you're just brows-
ing and looking for something interesting,
then you may find it a little more awkward.
This guide, however, is lacking seriously in
information. Although the actual CD is well
documented, the information on the products
is fairly non-existent until you've de-archived it.

Before you buy any of these compilations,
it's usually a great help to have an idea of
what you actually want 11 you are looking for
some decent clipart images then a
compendium isn't really the best idea,
because the images won't be of the variety
and quality of specialist clipart CD-ROMs.
These compendiums would be more useful if
you want to explore the Amiga and find dif-
ferent applications to use, or you want to
watch some demos manipulate your Amiga.

If you are looking for something specific in
the PD market then the Aminet series is
undoubtedly the best. As a big lucky dip of

U.

labelled and neatly organised. This always
seems to be a big problem with these CDs as
you can fit a lot of artwork onto each CD but
there tends to be too little time to write a
time•consuming AmigaGuide. However, this
CD contains all of this and finishes it off very
professionally.

If you like to see the more creative side of
the Amiga, or you're just a big fan of Eric him-
self, then this CD cannot be missed. It con-
tains high quality images, such as Rachel
Racoon, as well as some superb animations
which are all ready to run directly from the
CD.

It all adds up to being one of the finest and
creative CDs compiled and shows the Amiga's
capabilities, while still managing to please the
public eye. It'll take you a while to sift through
the objects, animations and artwork, so it is
extremely good value for money, and
shouldn't be missed by any Amiga art fan.

n  F o r  a ll those  tha t bound Wilma  eflartsteme. Be t te  Rubble ,  a nd Rues Bunny (whe n he
d r e s s e d  up a s  a  w o m a n )  a ttr a c t i v e ,  y o u  w i l t  fi nd R a c h e ,  R a c o o n  th e  g o d d e s s  o f  a l l !

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product:
Supplier:
Price:
Phone:

SCORES

various kinds of animations, clipart, demos.
games, source code documents and lots of
sexist jokes, the compendium is a very wor-
thy purchase and excellent value for money.

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product:
Supplier:
Price:
Phone:

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

Bottom
lin

LSD Compendium Deluxe vol.3
17 Bit Software

E19.99
01924 366982

Bottom
line

Eric Schwartz Archive
Amiga Library Services

E24.95
001 602 491 0442

80%
•O%
80%
80% •
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hink of a typical doctor's surgery -
• b o r i n g  health leaflets lie dog-eared

on the shelves with all the appeal
of soggy lettuce, and outdated

Hello magazines are the only other form of
entertainment while you wait for your turn.
That is unless your surgery is one of the thou-
sand that is leaping into this century by provid-
ing patients with an informative multimedia
presentation which gives you the latest health
promotion messages and information about
the surgery, It's the way forward - and you may
be surprised to learn that the computer behind
it all is the Amiga.

The brainchild of a Leamington Spa-based
company, they have called their enterprise 'The
Health Channel', an appropriate enough name
for a project which aims to bring information to
the public, an aspect which was outlined in the
Patients Charter- An in-house development
team master the whole project on the Amiga,
transfer it to video, then sell the complete
package to a doctor's surgery or hospital.
Where the client needs something they can
edit, they can then buy an Amiga as well which
enables them to write over the script and
impart vital information immediately,

TAILOR MADE
Divided into three sections, the video is updat-
ed bi-monthly and is tailored to each individual
surgery. The first eight minutes provide infor-
mation on the actual surgery such as doctors'
names and who the staff are. There are then
health promotion messages which last 26 min-
utes, and a final 10 minutes which is specific to
each Health Authority. Health promotion ties in
with the latest events on the health calendar
such as World AIDS Day or National Autism
Week, and they also give more general advice
about heart disease and accident prevention.

One of the first to be persuaded to try out
the project was Warwickshire Health Authority
and others were quick to see the benefits. The
system proved invaluable in Coventry recently
when there was an outbreak of meningitis. A
video explaining symptoms and the course of
action to take was sent to the all surgeries in
Coventry within 24 hours, providing the public
with fife-saving information.

And in hospitals it has been very useful too

r H E  I N T E R N E T
The Health Channel are already looking for opportunities to expand the
project, and one channel they are working on is the Internet. Maisey
remarked: "It's the obvious connection to go onto the Internet. The Health
Education Board for Scotland wanted to put their information on the Net
and we hope to persuade other Authorities to do the same."

By setting up their own home page, they hope they will be able to
offer each Health Authority the service of creating their Web page and
putting it as a link from this main source.

They suggest that each Authority puts on information such as press
releases, job vacancies, and news of their latest activities. One potentially
revolutionary idea is that practitioners could use it as an up-to-date refer-
ence manual, for example a doctor could easily access the waiting times
for a paiticular operation or find out which specialists work where, and so
on-

When asked whether they will stick to the Amiga for this project,
Maisey remarked: 'Well, we'll probably have to use a PC, but the graphics
will still be created on the Amiga!'

The Health Channel are at: http://www.ibmpcug.co.uk/-healthch/

The Amiga is often dismissed in the corporate sector
by those who shun it in favour of the PC and Mac.
Tina Hacket t  continues this series, taking a look at
how the Amiga has found its niche as a serious
business contender

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

by allowing staff to easily type in information in
their Accident and Emergency Department.
Nurses are able to type in messages such as
why there may be a delay or how long the
waiting times is. One hospital, the Whipps
Cross day surgery unit, has gone a step further
by using the monitors to manage patient flow
and actually tell the patients when to move
into the correct departments.

The North Staffordshire NHS Trust are using
the service in their children's department with
a character called Ed the Doc_ They believe it
helps the children relate more easily to what's
going on in a user-friendly way. One example
is how the pro-
gramme shows
children what
will happen to
them in  the

Haematology department - they get an idea c
what to expect and it makes the experienc
less foreboding. The Hospital has the infortm
tion system in 39 of their departments. nine c
which have an Amiga 1200 with a genlock s
they can add their own messages over th
video programme.

1.fitOOD RESPONSE
The reaction so far has been very good indeei
Over 40 Health Authorities, Boards or Trus
have been supplied with the equipment th
year alone, and it's still increasing. In all thei
are over 1,000 locations in the Unite
Kingdom currently using the service.

The Health Channel also supplied an Arnil
as part of the Royal College of Nursing's inte

active display stand at the Party Politic
Conferences - and it won the award as Be
Stand!

The project is expanding into the priva
hospital sector too where patients are g
to select their meals from the daily mei
displayed on their bedroom 11/ sets. Hot'
are also finding a use, and in conjunctii
with Thorn Business Communications, a tr
system has been installed into the 'or
hotel, it 's already making them MOnE
director, Philip Teare, remarked. The ho

1 1  S i m o n  Maisey explains how
the doctors like  the scheme
because the Health Authorities

• h a ve  editoria l control
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Mks the Amiga to the teleons in the guests'
bedrooms. He cites an example: "one evening
the restaurant was packed out, so they put a
message into the bedrooms suggesting that if
their guests came down at a later time they
would receive a ciomplimentay half-bottle of
vone - it worked and made them money
because its M their mterests to keep the guests
m the hotel"

IMPRESSIVE
Team elplains that a lot comes down to pric-
ing and their clients are impressed with how
inexpensive and reliable the system is. 'This
is eSPethilf true to( independent hotels. It's
cou-ealKline - they can easily afford to buy
the AI.200. There is huge potential here with
ead's WWI having an Amiga 1200 installed."

Some hotels are also considering using
advenneig from local amenities to fund the
papas, although this was not suitable for
&le eeilkh authorities. Simon Maisey, director
explained: -
it  
m a y  
a f f e
c t  
t h
e  
i m p
a r t i
a l i t
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many of the surgery staff would get hacked
oil oath repetitive jingles all day, He contin-
ua l "the doctors like it because they know
the Health Authority have editorial control
so the content is guaranteed to
be accurate and no t
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Despite producing over 6000 videos a year there are
only two people in the production department,
Richard Budd and Mark Fleming. They produce the
vncleo from scratch, from taking the photographs to
creating the graphics. They both use an Amiga 4000
to create the videos and use Scala MM400 for the
main presentation. They are also
aided by Opal Paint, DPaint and
PPaint_ They use Adorage for the
animations.

Budd demonstrated the Cannon I L L . "
ION Camera: ' 1
-
h is  h a s  
d e fi n i
t e l y

made our work a lot easier' he
claimed. The Camera can store
around 50 pictures to disk and
then project them straight onto a
computer screen. i t  saves waiting
for pictures to be developed and
we can see immediately whether

Richard Rudd isthey've worked or not" he contin-
ued The recent purchase of a Zip t h e  Am
i
go c o p
,

'The Hospital has the infor-
mation system in 39 of
their departments, nine of
which have an Amiga 1200
with a genlock so they can
add their own messages
over the video programme"

ARP
future, Maisey hopes to be able to persuade
all authorities to take up the scheme. He
would also like to involve touch screens in
some way, although response on this aspect
has been slow. However, the project has
gone down very well so far -  it certainly
beats how doctor's surgeries have operated
in the past. Patients definitely want to take
control of their health and they realise that
the responsibility of good health ultimately
lies with them. It's good to see Health
Authorities living up to their duties in provid-
ing this information, especially in such an
innovative and cost-effective way - we're
certainly convinced. / _ L e
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ON-HOUSE PRODUCTION
Philip Team expla ins

that his clients a rc
very impressed with how
inexpensive and re liable
the system is

drive also makes things easier as they can store a lot
more information at low cost, also offering the possi-
bility of selling the client a Zip drive for maybe a two-
hour presentation.

Their job varies from sourcing the relevant health
information from authorities to creating the still pic-

tures needed for a presentation.
Their language skills are also
required as some videos need voice-
overs adding as well, such as where
the text and voice occasionally need
to be in Urdu, Hindi or Welsh.
However, most request the soft
background music

Budd explained why some pre-
fer to have the Al200 actually there
as well as the video: "It depends on
the client and whether they need to
edit the script or not We've written
some extra software which makes it
easy for them to do this,'

1
e
m
.

one of the in-house
d ts pleased with how
s with the projects
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Europe Against Cancer
Week

Health promotion messages and
diary events form part ot the video

!twipt PtuThsuiPm WOO S C A L  A
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•  toad mno... ' M u n n _
saw Imre!

Scala 41M400 is used for
the main presentation

Each surgery can hove the video
customised to the ir requirements

Mork Fleming busy et worts on the
Amigo! Their job varies from finding out
health information to designing graphics

He was keen to express how well the Amiga copes
with this sort of work: "It would take so much longer to
do this on other machines. I used a Mac when I was
doing my degree in design but after using the Amiga I
would never go back to it!"
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Copy Hol der  £ 9 . 9 9
Mounts on to  mo n ito r, le i  o r o p tic
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Overdrive
2 yo wl  CO  RO M

Cm via P CM CIA an t,
no I m o
-
f ace  
r e
o

4175.99

R i bbon .
Clo se r. S wi fti A• C n o n .,  !  3.99
Clo ve n  S wi l l t
,
A B C  
c o l o u r  
I  
2 .
9 9

S tar LC9 0  mono ribbon
S tar LC I CIV I 00 noono
S tar LC I tIV 100 coloui 4 7 . 9 9
S tar LC1 4 0 c co lour £ 5 3 . 9 9
S tar IC2 4 0 c nnonn 4 8 . 9 9
Stay LC240  rrsono 4 5 . 9 9
Star 1 C1 4 -1 4 .1 0 0
.
3 0 0  
C o l o u r  
£ 5 3 . 9
9

lb r-ink Sp ray le v mono ribbon . 1  i 1 .99

We stock a wide ranr  of
C0111114.11Tlables f o r  al l  p r i n t

Lasers, Dot Matrix t
Inloje43 old and new
.P R E M I E R - I N K

C a r t r i dge  Refi l ls
5wra • tu rve s... rsaninp cowl wish twor
b ab a lot. Laminable  roSa ta•  HP Warp s
swo t, Canna to I 0.14460. W I  leg le l  Ile .
S u ,  N . ,  Ca l t on  Propm a .  r o t .  othe rs

Pul l  P. . . . G P colours r m . . .
Single  re fills ( 3 1 m 1 )  4 6 - 9 9
Twits refills h l 4 m I l  1 . 1 2 _ 9 1
Throe caliber klt (Semi) 1 1 1 0 9 9
Full co lo u r kit ( S l i m l y  4 2 7 . 9 9
Bu lk re Alls 1 1 5 r n 1 )  1 4  PP

Printer repair specialists call
for quote

Wide range of COlt CD3t
software always in stock

SCSI Enclosures
PRIMAT h e . . .  Geo out t o .  Ow N o . , .

wwwwl5121.1thwico,GC0 b o n a . _

Single Case £6999 Duel Cass (89.99

Ink Cartridges
Caste n 121/10.Slar 5249
CAM . 0,12001130
C a n .  Bi l l ! 13 p ack)
C A A .  BIC 70 m o n o ()  p ack)
Can o n  B)C 70 co lo u r (3  p ack)
Can o n  B/C 4000 co lo u r(o n sle y
Canon  15)C 400(5 mo n o  (sin (le )
Canon  BJC 4000 'mono high cap .
Canon B)C 600w mono  high cap .
Canon BJC &O ra co lo u r
HP•Desalei mirror
HP, De skje l double  Immo
14P. De sisje t 66.0 am b l e  mo n o
HP.De sitie t 644  co lo u r
Epson Stylus mono
Epson Scyllsm colour
Epson Stylus Col. 11,1,170 Mono
Epson Stykis Cal_ 2 0  Colour
Epson Serlos 120 colour upgrade
sta. r Sp 44 m o n o
,
c o l o u r i . i n g i
e )

Cov e r s
AM pre mie r d o lt co ve rs

Paper
Panfoki ( tractor feed SOO sheets
Fanfold ( tractor food)  1000 sheets
Fatirolo(tractoi-koin 000shcots
Single sheet 0 3 0 1
, h o , t sSi n s h e e t  I  POO *Pao t s
Single sheet 7 P 0 0  closets
Epson Stykrs 770 dpi paper pack

NEC 6Xl6spec-d
Only1!1.292.99

• O XI da l tome . -x e r • S C S - P o o r l .
• I l l tw o m o n t h .  • O w l o n o r n o t x 1 S M

HP CDR 4020i

C O - R e c o r d e r  4 a m a r i n a  w r i t e
Tomorrows

technology today £ 9 2 9 . 9 9
74 Min. Media

io off (64..99 IGO Od9 L575•99

Li 0_PS
/19-99
113.99
(12.99

11014
(16.99

CI .99
421.99
418.49

48.99
416.99
414.99
415.99
(7 7 .9 9
( 1519
1230.99
117-99
1.24-99
19499
ta.99

IMPS

Bulk DSDD
10 xl3•49 1 0 0  a L29,99
30 a L9•99 2 0 0  x (S4.14
50a(15-99 5 0 4 2 s 1 1  i ttiP
Branded OSOD
I0 s /4 ,9 9  1 0 0  ( 3 S .9 9
30 s /1199  2 0 0  a Li$319
$O a il25 I9  S COO 4142_91
Bulk DSHD
10110-99 I O C  s( 3) - 99
30 s 1  II*? 2 0 0  s M A I
SO L1 1 .9 9  S O O  a (134.99
Branded DSHO
10s/S .91 1 2 1 4 1 s t 4 1  99
]O s c
L
I S .
9 9  
Z
O
O  
C
.
1
4
.
9
9

SO it 421.99 S O O  x t I 90.99
Disk labels x500 £6.99
D ick labels x I 000 £9.99
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Video
uantum

VIDI Amiga 12
Entry level Amiga

video capture system
•  Campmate a SV1145. input.%
•  A l l  mad e .  M t,  HAM  & I d a col.
•  I m ag o  prowe sigig  e fle cts
•  C o n  WA w i d e  all Arn igs's

£64.99
VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro
Professional Col our

Real Time Amiga
video capture system
•  Co m p o rate  & S V HS  ingots
•  a  7 millio n  co lour sr-se d an
•  1 1 • I P 1 I F f.  P CX , AN/ M ,  IL EM
•  P o o rwo riat controls ae d am.

£224.99

PrO1141k
)
s m s 2  t i 4 1 6 '

rombo

•C A u rn r  I L , .  wad i VHS & S V HS
• S a w  & ioad  in re mitip l•  filo lo rrn ats
•  ! rap p o rt  fo r ” M i a l  anensoir•
•  Ad d itio n al  tekeire irt faciktie s I  ste ts taite  me mo ry
•  L arg o  pre war., meadow

for only L I  2 9 .9 5 „

1RA%

I Z  I f  b i t s t e w ,  d i . .  d i s k  P C M C I A  sam p l e r

Mega-Lo-Sound
a 1 . ,  a i i r  i I -  to -d isk s a m p l e r

Geeat vaiuo a t only E 2 5 . 9 9

ProMIDI
Interface

AURA
474.99

• I I I 0 1  In M I D I  Theo 4  2  •  M I DI  out
• cae si o ari t,  -  I  ft all M I DI  so ftware .

only!! L I 9.99
•  2 x 3m etr e MI DI  cables £9.99
Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

0/12 bit S tereo S ample, plus
many m or e  advanced features

A  bargain a t only £ 2 7 . 9 9

° oh/  a few walkable Intel-sound
professional sampfing software
for A S 0 0 ,
1
2 0 0 0 1 3 0
0 0 .  
R e q
u i r e
s

Klatt:start 1 .2 . o r ab o ve  &  S I 2 k
RAM- £5.99

Peripherals
Mega Mouse+ 400 dpiL12.99
Mega Mouse400 dpi L  I 1.49
Amiga mouse 560dpi LI 2.49
Soccer Mouse 400dpi 419.49
Mousemat 4mm E 3 . 9 9
AllaData Trackball £34 .99
Zip Stick joystick £ 9 . 9 9
Gravis Amiga joystick £19.99
Zyn-2 Speakers £ 2 6 . 9 9
ZyFi Pro Speakers ‘ 5 7 . 9 9

£9.99
Amiga Modulator £ 3 4 . 9 9
Amiga PSU £ 3 4 . 9 9
Kickstart 2.04/2.05 £ 2 4 . 9 9
CIA 8520AI/0 chip L I  8.99
FPU 25mhz PLCC £ 3 4 . 9 9
FPU 33mhz PLCC £ 3 9 . 9 9

Turbotech an
- c l o c kcartridge LI 7.99 all Amiga's

G ot to be w or th a look at only
Al‘n S ter eo Master  LI 4 .99

Audition 4 I  9.99 d
i

CD-32 Console
Amiga CD-32

Critical Zone packInciudes,
F o l l o wi n g  C D  t i t l e s,  C an n o n  d o d d e r,  Dig g e i  s,
Liberation, M icrocosm, Oscar, P roject X  a nd
U ltim a te  Body Wr i t' ,

Only 4179 99• _ a

Genlocks

Genlock 290
•  11,1 i • • • • • • • • • • • • I r m • • • • •
•  I  • r . • • • • • • c • i l l

• . . • •  . • • • • •  • • • T • A w g l1 • • • • • • • 4 • • •  • • • • • • •

4639.99

o
G
e
n
l
o
c
k  
2
9
2

£264.99

A-Cut •

•  Vi z . .  ofi r
•  W • • • •  Cl i At a i i t i  1 4  • • • •
•  S w i m  dio4raat. latwoogralmarbanpoid
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1 0  Fusion Genlock
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'• E n t r y  level Genlock‘  - - - 1
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Wordprocessing
Fentil4nter

Final Copy II
Wor d Processor

Full i n
-
a t t i r
e d  
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to work on ali
Kirkstart I  3  or

147.99

Wordworth
3. I se

Wor d Processor
•  .1.,4 1M b RAM & I  disk drive

Final Wri ter 4
Word ProcessorMubtisher
Latest version of ph,; aNtinal
winning softwarr

only!! 472.99
Final Orly i

Mini Office
Integra ted P at kagr

• Wo rd p ro ce sto r

• SPre e dshe re t i 3 8  9 9• Datab ate
• Cwarai t t  A l l  in o u r package
•  De o

454.99
Also Penpal £29.99

L K i n d w o r d s  3 4 2 4 . 9 9
A
Top 20 Games

Akira 1 2 4 . 9 9
Alien Breed 3D £ 2 4 . 9 9
Combat Classics 3 £ 2 9 . 9 9
Dawn Patrol £ 2 9 . 9 9
Dungeon Master II £ 2 9 . 9 9
Exile £ 2 4 . 9 9
Fears £ 2 4 . 9 9
FIFA Int.Soccer £ 2 4 . 9 9
Flight/Amaz. Queen £24.99
Gloom £ 2 4 . 9 9
Pinball Mania / 2 4 . 9 9
Player Manager 2 L I  6 .99
Premier Manager 3 L I  4 .99
Sens.World/Golf £ 2 4 . 9 9
Sens.World/Soccer £24.99
Sim City 2000 4 2 4 . 9 9
Theme Park 4 2 4 . 9 9
Sup. Street Fight 2 £ 2 9 . 9 9
Ult. Soccer Man. £ 2 4 . 9 9

Lyirtual Karting I  9.99,

Furniture
lelliticE

Authorised Reseller
S p e ci al  I n t ro d u c t o ry  o ffe r

Com put e r  Desk & Chai r
O n l y  E 8 9 . 9 9  C a l l  fo r In fo .

Ho mo  yo u r Cio n p u to r. P ri n t , 4  to rao rmab le s in one
co mp act A m ,  slider wary  lo ad ward  timed, ch swe  o f
t o h tti r,  Ch ai r with  he ight anistohaa te at and b ack. a

Graphics
New!! Epson GT-5000

s ty my i ng's

•  At  ' W a d  yannap
•  PIO Opo optical  man *
•  by  P C Poklinp 0 0 1  olb4por.£437.99

' t r . , .  r e m . ,  W i C O , K r t e r b
re 4  a d4 onna l  briv••• • • • • • • • • •  aiftl •

• • • • • , • • • • 1  g o o s e

Ar t Department ProScanner Controller
•  Etl i oac i ora l  lbaraPial t o . *
•  A Y , .  0 4 a a r ottilampo
•  •Piyal w v i s t w o  • • • • • 1
•  Can I .  omi t manbana An  l by t  l i yri  •

Wi t h  Scanner W i t h e s O  S t o w e
,489.99 499.99

• n o o se . . .  . . .sto ma, i l l  VP

1
,
•
•
. only £59.99

[

Theareaangneepeptikitatentror theArrigs
actelo st ithped F r u  Ccvnputer. 94% nod in Ames

Slia•mr. &equine 2,04 WB ix dones ,
Power Scan v4.
231 gily• la i
n  
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PowerScanCol. C I  74.99
£89.99
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Home Office
Super Base
Personal 4

Relational Database
499.99

Pro version £
1 4 9 . 9 9Twist 2

Relational Database
•  Requires Workbench 2.1 or

above &  2M b of memory

Also
Final Data 3 £ 3 9 . 9 5
Spreadsheets
Final Calc 4 9 4 . 9 9
Turbocalc 3.5 4 4 7 . 9 9
Maxiplan 4 £ 2 4 . 9 9
Hom e  Finance

Money Matters 4 £49.99

£74.99

Maxon Magic
£25.99

St a t i on 1.41M, R• q u i ro o  I  Mks
P A M  2  i l lepttp tk i l be t

Opus 5 449.99 a

Delivery CI per title
or t3.50 for 4+ Amiga CD ROM's

Newt117 But The 5th Dimension
I 7 Bit Collection (Double)
I 7 Bit Continuation
I 7 Bit Phase 4
17 Bit/LSD compendium I or2
New!! I 7 BitILSO compendium 3
Adult Sensations II (Over 18's)
NewEAminet 8 or 9
Am inet collection(Aminetial)
NewflAminet. collectlora (Ambled.' )
NewflAmos Users CD Ver 2.
Animations(Double)
New!' Assassins 2(Double)
SCI Net 2
N e e d !  C 6 4  Se IDS3 6 0 1 2 $
CAM (Double)
Almathera CDPD 1,2,3 or4
Demo CD I
Demo CD
NewllEorostene 2
Fractal Universe
Fresh Fish 10
Newl!Global Amiga Experience
GolciFish I
GoldFish 2

17.49
£28.99
L I 4.49
L I 4A9
1E16,99
£16.99
£17.99
(14.49
£24.49
£24.49
£16.99
£17.49
117.49
£8.99

£16.49
E22.49
£8.99

£8.99
£11.99
£17.49
£17.49
£11.99
£24.49
f24 49

Grafix Sensations
NewliG rollers Encyclopedia 2
Illusions in 30
Light ROM
Light Works
Magic Illusions
Newl/Meeting Pearls 3
MultiMedia Toolkit 2 (2aCD
.
$)

New!! Network 2CD
NewlINFA AGA Experience
New P  rima C D Vol. I
Newl.lSci-li Sensations
Space And Astronomy
NewllSpeccy Sensations II
The Beauty ofC haos
Ten on Ten pack ( I (NCO's)
NewillUPD Gold CD (4 x CM)
NewllWorld Of Pinups 2
WPD Hottest 5
Weird Science Fonts
WeirdScienceClipart
Weird Science Animation
New!! World Info 95
New!!XiPaint V3.2
New!!Zootn

FREE!! Prima Shareware CD-ROM wor th L I 0 with
CD- RO M software over 430

E17.49
E25.99
£8.99

£29.99
E29.99
L I 1.49
18.99

£27.99
£12.49
£17.99

£9.99
L I 7.99
£16.99
£17.49
£13.49
£37.99
£27.99
£14.99
£17.99

£8.99
£8.99

£16.99
134.99
L49.95
(18.99

ever y or de r  Of
41b

Optonica Ltd.
Appointed Distributor
infoNEXUS 2 £24.99
M.M. Experience £34.99
M.M. Experience Pro £229.95
INSIGHT Dinosaurs CD L17 .99
INSIGHTTechnolo• C D  £17.99
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Brilliance 2.0
Paint & A nim a tion package

left t i r o

449.99

ID Paint V
A w a r d  wi n n i n g  P  d t  4
A nim a tion package.

459.95
Ar t Department Pro.
I magg processing software

t I 29.99 o g
"
A
l
l  
S
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l
a  
M
M
2  
I  
I

E I 39.99
k m .
•  
M M
3 0
0  
4 2
2 4
.
9 9

•  MM400 E274.99

Photogenics v1.2
24 b i t graphics manipula tion

Special offer
only!! £47.99

New!!
Cinema4D L I  69.99

Miscellaneous

Distant Suns 5

Vista Pro 3
Landscape Ar tis try  software
Accurately recreate and
explore real wor ld landscapes
In vivid deta il
Also
Makepath £8.99
Terraform ( 8 .99
Vista P r o )  Lite  £24.95

Desktop M anetar iurn
Req. Kickstart 2-04 or  above
2M b of RAM  and a H ar d drive

£27.95
New!! Zip tools I  6.99
•  Easy access Amiga dr iv e n
•  Litils , inc. Password pr ote c tion,

W r i te  protec t, Car tr idge  eject.

£27.95

Studio 2 4 4 9 . 9 9
P rint software for  optimised perlorrriancsGP Fax L 4 9 . 9 9
L i t ,  yo u r A m i g a  m o d e rn  as  a  fad  m ach i n e

Amiga on-line Ref. £6.99
An  e sse n tial  md  CO ,  A l i  Ih r•
AinigaM elp files on disk,
rate d  in  C U  Am i g a

Pro Draw 2.0 L 5 9 . 9 9

Info.
The First Com pute r  also
stock a wide range of PC,

Acor n and Atar i  Har dwar e,
Software and Peripherals

all a t  unbeatable prices. So call
for  all your  com puting needs.

• • t r / . 4 7 1

Low rate fi nance available



Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft

Zip drives from HiSoft include everything
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware
Amiga: the Zip 100 drive, a 100Mb cartridge,
all necessary leads and a complete set of
software, programmed by HiSoft, including:

• Easy aura; (hirers •  Temponrry anprotect
• Password /voted •  Cartridge initialiFation
• Write reelection •  Colander Oita

t  I IMP "v e nd

If you want a SCSI hard drive then HiSoft • :-0
0
0
,

has the one to suit your needs; whether
you are looldng for an internal drive fee
your tower case. A300111A400
0 e t c ,  o r  a l l
-
'

external 1Gb beast-of-a-dnve for any
SCSI-aware Amiga, we can supply
Based on only the highest quality
mechanisms from top stippliers, with full
manufacturer's warranty, our hard drives
are fully  tested for all Amiga computer.;
and come with our own additional
warranty and let+ nica s t i p ,
r Hard Drives

SCSI 2 . 5
.  I D E420Mb menial 4159 40Mb intern,' 1.54.95

420Mb tXturut 1,229 65Mb iraerait 0,9-95
1Gb internal E 2 9 9  120Mb • 9 - 9 5
IGb menial £ 3 6 9  170Mb litterri.il D.24.95

He's Back...
Following on from the original ground-
Inrakins Squirrel SCSI interhice, iliSoft is
pround to announce Surf Squirrel. tlffering
even higher SCSI performance, stito-tvoling,
and an ultra-fast serial port Surf  Squirret is
the ideal expansion peripheral for your Amiga
Al200. Squirret is 1119) the only SCSI
eXpansiOn that is hot plus and unplug,
require:
, n o  
o p
e n i
n g  
o
f
'  
y
o
u
r  
A
m
i
g
a
.  
n
o

rechnica/ knowledge and does not invalidate
your warranty!' Contact HiSo(t for more
information on the amazing Surf Squirrel.

The floppy drive for
the multimedia oge

his  n e w e s t ,  m o s t  p o r ta b l e

exchangeable hard disk drive weighs
in at iust lib,  has fast transfer and
access times (up to IMbis transfer,
28ms seek), easily fits in your hand,
your bag or your briefcase, stores up
to 100Mb on floppy-sized disks, is
perfect tor all types of application
and is priced at a level that will make
you want to unzip your wallet
immediately!

Price Inc 100Mb cartridge, extra
1001b cartridges it5S5 or less!
Order your Zip driv e now to

av oid dis appointment !

We offer internal or external SC51 hard
drive. and CI )-ROM drives. Internal
devices areauitable for rnounting in
the A13110, A21,100, VA tut) and A40001
and come v e t  necessary leads &
acrews whilst the eater nal drives are
.supplied in our professional Squirrel
(ase, (available separately) which
imlude integral piru, all SCSI
connections and Lainneetion leads of
your choice (at a small extra cost).

Super-Value
CD-ROM Pack

0s1
CO32 aild(DIV mutation sothoia -

, I you Call all tho,
,
e l a m e s  
a n d  
a t i o

*les spirt as Video Cronin

).. . '  The .great-loaitorg AiiO3 ACD-.3IM
CD-ROAI drive; a .
fas t ,  
d e t i N e -
s p o e d

CD-ROM with MI SCSI specification phis
complete
.
audio 
( m o r
a l s  
o r i ' l
i a r f r
u n t  
s
o  
t
h
a
t

you eau play maw CD5 dirretlY Illii,
, a nintorrusitax !..CD panel.
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superb price, with hull 1 year warranty
od technical aunport from HiSoft.

HiSoft has dour it again with a
brilliant multimedia pack of
Squirrel SCSI interface, Aiwa
ACD-100 CD-ROM and the
Alma thera 10-on- 1(I pack of CDs!
lust look at what you get:
• The amazing. trend-soiling Samirrel

SCSI intoi(are which ewes ue to 7
periprilaals than/ drive. CD
-
RI :  )
. ' i t

Zip, saunter etc.) to ! l
e
i ,

itaiste-chained together
fl e Atmathent /0-on-la pack of Cias, this is
10 CDs including the Irani Yanktegame.
2000clip-art t h e  Illustrated Work,
Shakespeare. a t_Ontm3. Internet Cv
Networtaig CD, Tire World 1
1
1411 A t l a s .
1000s of lonta, aoorplete photo library and
mach, mud' trona'

11
.

si •

4.aa
111111.11111K
,

- 1 1 1 1 L .

Int

-

a s e a r i v e - - -
- -  •Z--•—raar

—

To order any of the products shown on this page
(or any other I liSoft t it le) - just call us. free of
charge. on 0500 223660, armed with your credit
or debit card; we will normally  despatch within
4 work ing days 1E4 P&P) or, for only  E6 within
the UK. by guaranteed next day  delivery  (for
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a
cheque or postal orders, made out to 1-liSof a All
prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or
fax to confirm pric ing and postage costs.
e  1995 HiSoft. EWE,

All priers include LIK Z i p  is a trademark
VAT (f / 7  ' a
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Disk Magic E 3 9 . 9
aaewlit released. Disk Magic (screenshot on the left),
the ulinniate fi le and disk management utility  for y
Amiga. DiskMAGIC makes every task you perform -
from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an
archived file, as simple as a clicking on a Ninon! In
after using DiskMAG1C, you'll wonder how you ever
used you Amiga without it!
Di5kMAGIC is exceptionally configurable, with the
ability to alter window layout, fi le types, action i butt
f (iot ,  screen mode, archive handling, viewers and
DiskMAGIC is compatible with all Amigas running
I or higher) and with 1.5MB or more of free inenlOry_

Termite E39.95
Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the
Information Super Highway? Don't  worry!
Termite is so easy to use that even a first time
telecommunicator will feel at home-
Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and p
you with all of the modern user interface features to
really enjoy playing in the highway!
Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM
as well as having its own internal ?Modem_ Termite
compatible with all Amigas running W112 (or higher)
1MB or more of free memory and all modems.

Cinema4D E 1 9 9 .
This exciting new package is available at the a mating!)
price of only 1_199.95.Cinema
4
D i s  s e t  t o  
r e v o l u t i o n i s
e

3D-rendering and animation market_
Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking edit
replete with every conceivable option including
multi-window editing, interactive modelling, direct
modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, easy
manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU/CPU v
etand much more!
Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conve
rtutility to allow full import of your current objects.

'Squirrel MPEG requires a SCSI cr)-ROM that is CDil (Green Booktor VideoCD
(White Book) compatible. ° t ea  lintir CD-ROM I  r  ,mpatittilitv detrik

As music experts (all sampler products are „ . . , ,
t a hour own design, built and programmed in v . / v .
,
/  -
the UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the
right package for you; a professional Midi
interface (ProMidi E24.93), a great-value,
8-bit direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound
E24.95) or a superb quality 12116-bit stereo.
direct-to-disk PCMC1A unit (Aura), both
samplers have superb real-time effects.

Coming Soon...
Bring the cinema into your home and onto yo
computer with Squirrel MPEG_ Playing the N
VideoCD and CD! CD-ROMs, Squirrel MPEG
brings high quality digitally mastered images
in
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Squirrel MPEG is a SCSI peripheral that can be
in conjunction with any SCSI controller, such
Squirrel, and any VideraCD compatible CD-Re
Squirrel MPEG can also be used as a stand-alo
as an addition to your TV Video and Hi-Ei set

Order Hotline
0500 223660 H i S e f t

S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
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0  Ul 3, apparently you either love it or

hate it. Either way you cannot
escape the fact that MUI interfaces

_  l o o k  damn lovely. Though with
wounding ease you can create butt ugly
abominations.

Magic User Interface is a completely object-
onented graphical user interface. This basically
ineam that the look' of any program's interface.
s tolerable to the user's tastes. Mill makes it
possible for you, the user, to specify exactly
what each part of a programs interface should
Col like.

The object-oriented part of MUI allows you
to choose what graphic a gadget should look
lite so it is possible to use either one of the
tupplied scalable gadgets or if you want, why
not just run DPaint and draw your own. MUI
ad accept any Data Type supported graphic
trmat

This is all very good and useful, but critics of
t i l i have always slated it for being too proces-
sor and memory hungry. It is true that if you
San splattering background patterns, and use
kits of custom gadgets on an A500, of course
lieu are going to be left wanting in the proces-
s), stakes. As the machine desperately gasps
tor more clock cycles, the windows redraws
on slow to a snails pace.

In practice, the new version does seem to
vie a speed improvement over the older ver-
non, with windows and list views redrawing
and scrolling faster and more cleanly. With the
rim version being completely compatible with
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rri T h e  n e w  M UD 3 .1  p r e fe r e n c e  p r o g r a m  is
* N t h *  d a u n t i n g  a t  fi r s t,  b u t  in  p r a c ti c e  i t
wor k s  m u c h  b e t t e r  th a n  th e  o l d  o n e

OEW FOR MU!
Along with the new program structure. MU/ also introduces a few
sew features that can be used In both old and new WI  programs.

. 1 6  2 1 . , A 9 e _ l
et** r _ i 3
-
1

4

i l e a  d r a g  a n d  d r op  fu n c t i o n s  a l l o w  y ou
to  s im ply  s ha r e  d a ta  w i t h i n  a  p r o g r a m
a nd b e tw e e n  & W I  p r o g r a m s .  O n e  u s .  is
w i th i n  th e  P AW p r e fe r e n c e  pr ogr a m .  A
globa l  te m p o r a r y  b u ffe r  a l l o w s  y o u  to
s tor e  a  te s tu r e  a n d  th e n  d r a g  a n d  c o p y
I  to  o th e r  b u ffe ts  i n  th e  p r o s  Tam

the older one, you will not see any other
change in your programs. The thing that has
changed, however, is the way MUI is put
together.

The new version is completely modular.
New modules can be added to MUI at a later
date, and the new preference program will
automatically allow you to configure this new
function.

MODULES
Two extension modules are already available in
MUI 3 and come with the package, even
though no programs can currently take advan-
tage of them. The two in question add a
scrolling busy bar similar to the one used on
the Mac, and a hierarchal tree structure which
allows you to peruse a directory-style listing -
again in a Mac-like way. This new modular
structure does help to reduce the total memory
usage of MUI, with the system only loading a
specific graphic gadget or function module

Fairly straightforward memory tests show
that just loading up the new MUI preferences
takes 350k while the peak memory usage -
this is a MUI set-up with lots of 8 colour pat-
terns -  will hit around 700k. Only 50k is
ChipRAM, the other 650k being FastRAM used
by all the programs, extra libraries, and other
screen data.

So is it  worth upgrading, or getting?
Currently, if you want to access the Internet
there is no choice, you have to have MUI.
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L e a v e  th e  m o u s e  l i n g e r i n g  ov e r
a ny  g a d g e t  y ou  d o  n o t  r e c o g n i s e
a n d  a  b a l l o o n  a p p e a r s  g i v i n g  a
s hor t d e s c r i p ti o n  o f  w h a t  i t  d o e s

i n g te n d  o f  j u s t h a v i n g  th e  i c o n i fy
ic on.  N W  3  i n tr o d u c e s  a  n u m b e r
o f  o the r s ,  a l l o w i n g  y ou  to  r u n  th e
MUD p r e fe r e n c e s  to  a d j u s t
s pe c ifi c  p r o g r a m  s e tt i n g s ,
s n a p s h o t th e  c u r r e n t w i n d o w ' s
p o s i ti o n ,  o r  pr ov ide s  a  m e n u
a l l o w i n g  y ou  to  c h o o s e  a n y  o f
th e m

One  n e w  P AW e x te n s i o n  th a t  c o m a s
w i th  P AW 3  is  th e  L i s t  T r e e ,
a l l o w i n g  a  n e w  w a y  o f v i e w i n g  a n d
tr a v e r s ing  a  h i e r a r c h a l  l is t,  s u c h  a .
a  d i r e c to r y  l i s ting .  T h i s ,  a g a i n ,  is
v a r y  r e m i n i s c e n t o f  h o w  th e  M a e *
d i r e c to r ie s  w o r k s

Pronouncing itself smaller,
faster and better, the latest
MUl incarnation should be
good. Nei l  Moh r  sees if it
can cut the GU! mustard

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

AMosalc, the eagerly-awaited iBrowse, and
MuiFTP all require MUI, along with a good
many other Internet programs. The Amiga Tech
Internet pack may change this, but currently
you do not have a choice. To be fair, MUI 3
does seem to give AMosaic a speed boost, but
then again AMosaic couldn't get any slower.

For non-Internetters, if you use MUI pro-
grams regularly then it is worth upgrading.
Interfaces are smaller and do seem to be
redrawn more efficiently, and it seems until
Amiga Tech can find an easier way for pro-
grammers to quickly knock up nice user inter-
faces, MUI will stay the choice for many PD
programmers, so will stay on many people's
hard drives.

Product

Supplier
Price
E-Mail

Bottom
line
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.  0 know, I know.

It must seem like a
bit of self-promotion to be

 re v ie win g  something we are
offering to our readers, but Cloanto's Personal
Suite will be available to buy from your normal
high street dealer at some point, it's just that
we have an exclusive on it for a limited time.
Anyway, it's still a new product, so it's just as
valid for me to review this as anything else.

When Personal Suite was first announced it
seemed like great value for money. It should
have come with the 'Personal' series of pro-
grams from Cloanto; Personal Paint, Personal
Write and Personal Fonts Maker I & 2. Even
just for these, the CD is a bargain buy, the only
downside being that all the documentation is
on disc rather than printed.

The upside of all this is that the CD contains
more than just these four programs - it also
has Superbase Personal 4, the latest version of
the all-time best-selling Amiga database, and
Kara Blom's superb colour fonts. You know
the ones. You got Granite when you bought
DPaint. Well, there are 27 normal colour fonts
included on this CD and one animfont -

E R S O N A L  P A I N T  1 / 6 . 4
Personal Paint has been around for quite some time
now. If you are a regular reader you will have seen a
mini-review of PPaint in the Amiga Bundle round-up we
did in December's issue. If you didn't see that issue, or
you've only just bought your Amiga, then here's the
lowdown on PPaint

Basically, PPaint started life as a poor DPaint clone
but, unlike Deluxe Paint, Personal Paint is still being
developed and keeps getting better_ Although it still
offers no HAM6 or HAM8 facilities you can use Personal

Paint in any register mode up to 256 colours.
Personal Paint is the only non 24-bit paint package !

know of on the Amiga that also supports RTG graphics
cards (the others all do nasty tricks that involve
ChipRAM), which is a definite bonus now that there are
more and more people out there with Picassa's or
CyberVision64'5. Personal Paint has cli the usual tools
you would expect in any paint package of note.
Oblongs, circles, text, freehand painting and fang are
all performed without fuss, but PPoint really starts to

AMIGA COMPUTING

Bullion.
In case you aren't sure

exactly what an animfont is,
the letters for bullion are all

animbrushes and get drawn onto
the screen as though they are rotating

about their vertical axis 90" to face the front_
As the letters rotate there is a highlight that
travels across the face of each letter as though
it were reflecting a light source. It's a lot easier
to see than to explain, though, so have a look
at the screenshot

ANIMATION CITY
As if this wasn't enough, you will also find
most, if not all, of Eric Schwartz's animations
in both their original MovieSetter and
Fantavision formats, as well as in soundless
Anim5 files, along with animations and pic-
tures by Jim Sachs and Karl BihImeier, a
renowned German artist. There are also some
animations by 'Dr Chips' which weren't creat-
ed on the Amiga and must have been quite
impressive ten years ago. Now, though, they
just look dated.

And 50 we continue to trawl through the
CD's contents and find we are also given
Cloanto's PNG toolkit and datatype. PNG is the
graphics format supposed to replace GIF. It is a
lossless compression format capable of up to
48-bit colour resolution and it supports all
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review of
Cloanto's CD
bundle by
Ben Vost

sorts of funky features. So, is that all? No
there's more.

Cloanto have obviously trawled th
Gutenberg Project's archives because the
are ASCII text versions of 45 different out
copyright books including Hardy's Tess of
D'Urbervilles and Edgar Rice Burrough
Tarzan of the Apes, along with four Amig
specific titles detailing AmigaDOS comma;
and Amigaguide document creation, amo
other topics. One last goody completes t
line up on this CD - a program called DirD
that compares directories and generates
checksum, particularly useful for peopl
producing software, especially on CD.

So let's have a closer look at each of t
programs on offer on the Personal Suite C
and see if they really are too good to be true.

n
i
l

shine with its little touches like the curve tool, which,
rather than DPaint's simple single parabola, actual1
uses handles like any bezier curve and gives you a
double parabola.

CONVOLUTIONS
However, this is nothing compared to Personal Paint'
image processing functions. Personal Point can apply
convolutions on brushes, the whole screen, or a user-

4
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•  T h e  Pe rsona l Suite  CD doe sit't come  with  ma nua ls,
however. the  Amtga Guide  ve rsions a re  comple te
tymencriptions

INGING THE CHANGES
There have been several changes made to Personal Paint in the update from v6.3 to v6.4:
•  New loaders and savers. You can now save an image in ASCII text and load and save PNG format
files_ Also, there is now improved colour reduction for converting 24-bit files into 256 colour pictures
which is also faster than in previous versions.
•  All requesters have been rewritten using a new user interface library and soon, all of Cloanto's
products will use this new library. Visually it hasn't changed very much, but one of the most impor-
tant additions to it must be the availability of a size gadget, particularly for file requesters_ Also, the
liter edit requester has been re-organised making it more user-friendly.
•  Animation can now use virtual memory for frames.
•  You can now animate on RTG boards which do not support double-buffenng. In some cases this
is not as smooth, but in most cases goes unnoticed, and in any case allows the creation of 256-
colour animations where no other piece of software would (e_g_ for ECS users with a Picasso).
•  PPaints Alien interface has also been improved, although no documentation is presented for it.
Cloanto say that the next version of PPaint will probably have all the ARexx stuff explained.

k te lt:

Nero  lottiosidigil very sag for iiself
n  Pe rso n a l Fonts
M a ke r 1 •  2 ...

i 1
I &  &  t i t
St &  &  a t

, T h e  a nimiont ta ste r tha t come s with
Pe rsona l Suite  is ca lle d  Bullion

Pe rsona l Pa int 's ASCI I  sa tle  a llows you to
create  p icture s out o f  te xt . You ca n va ry the
width tha t PPa int  outputs to  a chie ve  the
sca le  you re quire .

definable area. These convolutions will blur or sharpen
the chosen area, emboss it, texture it, or even convert it
into a stereogram image Personal Paint is also unique
in the fact that it can produce stereogram animations
(there are some examples on the disc), a feat no other
Amiga package is yet capable of.

The animation features aren't quite up to scratch yet
however. There is no motion panel a la DPaint and ani-
rnbtushes are not yet supported (although there will be a
patch made available to add this facility). It does,

C  Am ig a  a rt ists doe sn't
c l o w n  a r o u n d

however, have a nice storyboard function which displays
a thumbnail of each frame in an animation. Frames can
be cut, copied and pasted to new positions within an ani-
mation, and can be inserted or deleted where necessary.

INDIVIDUAL FRAMES
Personal Paint also supports frame timing so there is
no need to make copies of individual frames to insert
pauses. PPaint will even take animations that have

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

...the  only choice  tor tittrhap
font e diting on the  Amiga
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was one of the best coverdisks Amiga
. Computing has had I know, I Wa5responsi-

ble for dealing with all the updates where I
was working at the time. So many readers
sent their upgrade offer to us that we actu-
ally had to take on o temporary member of
staff to help with the demand. Therefore. I
would imagine that plenty of you already
own a copy of Superbase2.

But S8ase4does add some new fea-
tures to the old dog. For a start, you now •
have the ability to create forms for your
database, a feature only previously avail-
able with the professional version of
Superbase. For the uninitiated, SBase is a .
relational database with extremely good
functionality. It has its own programming .
language and although its looks aren't •
exactly modem, it is still the best database
available for the Amiga. Use it for your
video collection or for your clients names
and addresses, its up to you

SBase has the unique ability to link multi-
ple databases together into one, so you can
have a product database linked to a stock
database linked to a customer database, all
with one front-end designed in the Form
Designer. SBase's documentation is some-
thing more than adequate, although the pic-
tures in the AmigaGuide document should
*have all been cropped appropriately.

So, in short SBose is still king of the hill
when it comes to power and conhgurability,
although its looks are somewhat out of
date
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multiple frames and optimise them by removing
duplicated frames and simply adjusting the length of
time the frames in question are displayed

The brush handling is splendid in contrast to the
weaker animation side of things. PPaint can hold up to
nine brushes in memory at once and, as previously
stated, can apply its image processing effects to
them_ Brushes can have unused bitplanes chopped
to save memory and can be outlined in a variety of
ways.



E R S O N A L  F O N T S  M A K E R  1 8 t 2
They shouldn't really be called PFM I & 2 as they aren't
different versions of the same program,. they are actually
two separate font creation utilities. PFM deals with mono
bilmapped fonts and printer downloodable fonts, while
its erstwhile brother lets you create fonts in up to 256
colours and actually has more in common with Personal
Paint than with KM_

Both suffer from the same 'innovative' interface design
and need bringing into the nineties_ But once more,
Mont° have come up with a really good product.
Although the time has passed when everyone relied on
dot matrix printers and bitmapped fonts, there are still
people who need to use font bitmaps, and PFM and its
brother are there to supply the goods

PFM is more geared towards producing printer down-
loadable fonts that you can send into your dot matrix or
inkjet printers memory and then use just like ony other
built-in font Your only limitation with this is the same as
it would be for any other built-in font it's difficult, to
switch fonts mid-document There's nothing much you
can do about this, but at least you can jazz up your

E R S O N A L  W R I T E
Personal Write has never been very popular in
this country. Whether this is because it has a
slightly nonconforrnist approach to word pro-
cessing or simply because not enough people
knew about it, I don't know. Suffice to say that
if you don't mind a somewhat odd method of
working, Personal Write has some very good
features, as you might expect from the team
that brought you Personal Paint.

Personal Write is one of the most compre-
hensive text editors I have yet seen on the
Amiga, with support for different character
sets, like those used by the PC and Macintosh
- and even the Commodore 64 set! It also
has the ability to automatically insert true
quote marks (you know the ones, they look
like 66 and 99) when you have used standard
shill-2s. Personal Write will check various
things while you are typing, such as case and
repeated words, and warn you in case they
need correction.

Its printer support is quite phenomenal,
giving you control over printer codes and
postscript functions -  you can even send a
Postscript 'kill' command to the printer after it
has finished downloading your document and
it will stop the printout before it happens.
Now, I know for a fact that Personal Write is
the only bit of software that will do that on
the Amiga, and very handy it is too.

But Personal Write does have quite a few
problems_ The first is the dreadful user inter-
face it labours under. Non-standard keyboard
shortcuts only make matters worse; having no
Right-Amiga-q shortcut for quitting and having
to deal with using the function keys for cut-
ting, copying and pasting text makes me
shudder and think back to Article Editor, the
text processor that came with ProPage which
used similar keys.

Personal Write also makes use of a very
ugly custom file requester and gadgets. But
back on the plus side again, Personal Write
will save out text in a number of formats
including ANSI, ASCII, FTXT and compressed.
You can also encrypt saved text using a strong

documents with something more stylish than courier.
PFM also has a built-in macro language and recorder

to allow you to automate repetitive tasks like converting
a whole font to italics or bold, or changing the baseline
for each character, and it also supports the full ASCII
character set. You can use WM to develop typefaces for
foreign alphabet which run from right to left rather than
the normal Latin fashion_

FONT FEATURES
This can cause a problem with a lot of programs though,
so be warned. PFM can export fonts in the standard
Amiga bitmop font format or as PFM fonts. Quite why
you would want to do this is beyond me, but I guess it's
nice to have the option. Finally, PR/ also makes use of
the font flags described in the Amiga developer kits and
can ascribe attributes to a font with a simple visit to the
menu bar.

PFM2 is a long overdue replacement for the
Calligrapher program by Inter/Active Sant/arks which
was the only program available for a long time that
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stoodord by which the AnIf9CrS
workbench cod other screens cao
be run an a thed-pcuty graphics
a w l

Caivok.b00 -  colvokinons are
mattice5 applied to images to pro-
ode effects. They ore a attlY. [Woe
to eiplan, but tranwerit en use,
SO yes) won't need to worry aboof
creabog them

FTXT - the ma farmers pad of
the r  standard a s
d  t o  I t
%
IDa %fonds for Form:Med lea
and IS al Arruga ASORme
docuenent format

AMIGA COMPUTING
I A N I J A k ' Y  1
9 9 6

key encryption system which will prevent even
the most determined user from accessing your
secrets.

In keeping with the secrecy facilities of
Personal Write you can also destroy docu-
ments from within the program- A fi le
requester will appear asking you to select a
file to destroy. You will be given a final chance
to change your mind and then the file will be
completely removed from your hard drive.
Personal Write doesn't simply delete the file
from the disk, it actually overwrites each byte
so that the file cannot even be recovered
using someth ing l i k e  DiskSa lv o r
AmiBackTools_

Personal Write can open as many document
windows as you have memory for, and a print
spooler ensures that you don't have to hang
around for your text to print You can actually
insert pictures into a Personal Write document
but don't think that this is a WYSIWYG pro-
gram. It's actually more like ProText and shares
some of that program's additional features
such as its extreme speed of operation.
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Poemonal Write 's re que ste rs: I  sh o ws your
docume nt sta t ist ics including the  onost
importa nt fa ctor for journa lists -  a  wo rd
count; 2  shows the  vide o pre fe re nce s
se ttings; 3  shows just  one  a spe ct o f  the
Postscript  se t t ings; 4  shows ju st  some  of
the wa ys Pr ir it s w ill he lp you with  your
writ ing; a nd 5  le ts you choose  from se ve ra l
cha ra cte r se ts to  e nsure  tha t  your te st  isn 't
rendered into gobble de gook whe n
tra nsfe rre d to a nothe r on,pahine

could produce colour fonts. It was incredibly,untrie
use and very unstable, but people swore by it (and
probably) for making anti-oliased fonts and colour
for video work. PFM2 looks more like a point
than a font designer and has most of the tools a
ate to one like an airbrush and a curve tool. Even
documentation for PFM2, such as it is, refers you to
manuals for PFM and PPoint

PFM2 shores many of PPoint's brush handling
tures like being able to chop unused hi/planes from
graphic and being able to change the tronspa
colour for the brush. It lacks PFM's macro facility.
then colour fonts aren't designed to be churned
each one is supposed to be a work of art Either of
comes in very handy if you have a font that is just
ing a character or two, and you can use parts of
characters to help fill in the gaps. Scala's FuturaB
doesn't have any standard mathematical symbols so
workbench calculator had blank buttons. A quick trip
PFM soon sorted the problem and now I have
customised FuturaB font

V E R A L L
So what do I think of the CD? It's
value for money, even if you only
use Personal Paint, the layout of the
is dear and the online manuals are e
to use, The only downside with the p
age is that you are obviously not s
posed to copy the programs onto
hard drive - they are only supposed to
run from the CD. This does mean
there are different language versions
all the programs and documentation.
it does make it awkward if you are
sort of person who'd rather have all
programs in one place. However, t
are only small niggles and it's nice to
more CDs coming out that are actu
useful.

R E Q U I R E M E A J J
RED - ,  B L A C K  recommende,

P RO DUCT  DE T AI L S

CD-ROM drive

Product
Supplier
Price
Tel

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

RAM

avant° Personal Suite
Amiga Computing

E39.95
01625 878888

SCORES
80%
80%
90%
83%
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POWER
CD

e P ower CD-RO M f o r  t h e  A mig a
400/1200 p l u g s  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
K M C I A  p o r t  a n d  p rov ides  a d i re c t
SCSI-I and SCSI-II interfac e,  a l lo win g
so t o  s ix  a d d i t i o n a l  dev ic es  t o  b e
ciannected. What 's  mo re  t h e  P o we r
CD-ROM features  a 'Ho t -p lug '  wh ic h
*fl ows you t o  connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any  other addit ional
dev ices  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  A m i g a  i s
osoitched on.

The CD-ROM driv e comes wi t h  a  SCSI
witerface,  PSI), manua l,  a u d io  lead,
mains lead and software which
•ncludes A u d io  CD,  CD32 E mula t o r,
laPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD.

AMIGA 600/1200
E2 SPEED CD-ROM INC.SQUIRREL E l  79

SPEED CD-ROM 'sic SQUIRREL . E 2 4 9
AMI GA 4000

SCSI INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000 ' D U A L  SPEED C D
-
R O M  C A S I N G  D I F F E R S  
F R O M  
O N E  
S H O W N

Cootputing Ltd no
9or sell this product
to the lack o f SuppOrt

VCD a nd CD- I formats

• M P E G Filmsl, This  CD

-miter will not play movies.

2MB of RAM
3.5" Floppy Drive

2.5 1 7 0 MB HD Option
Wordsworth v4se

Digita Datastore vl •1
Digita Organiser v1.1

Turbo Calc v3.5
Photogenics v1.2se
Personal Paint v6.4

Workbench v3.1
Whizz 3D Game

Pinball Mania Game

7111711
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quad—speed
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SWITCH F A N  C O N N E C T O R S

doubLe—speed

SCSI CONNECTORS

fal t h e  A M I G A  s  back!
Ow
,

6MB RAM
68040125 or 68060/50

Workbench v3.1
AGA Chip Set

16.7 Mi l l ion Colours
1.7G8 SCSI Hard Drive
1.76M8 Floppy Drive
2 x  3 . 5" Dr ive Bays

All prices includ• VAT
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AUDIO W O R L D  INFO'95  E 3 9 . 9 5
IWOLIT D A  CAPO VOL 1 MUSIC MODULE . 1 2 5

FRESHFONTS II  E 1 7
GAMERS DELIGHT   £ 2 5
GOLDFISH 2  £ 2 5
LIGHT ROM  £ 3 9
MAGIC ILLUSIONS  1 1 0
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1  1 1 0
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2  fl O
THE LIGHT WORKS  E 3 4
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS  L 1 2
AMINET SET 1  £ 2 5
AMINET 5  1 1 2
AMINET 6  E 1 2
AMINET 7  £ 1 2

SO w a t t  C D - W R I T E    E 3 9
FRESH FISH 8   £ 2 5
GATEWAY VOL 1  £ 9 . 9 5
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68040/25Mhz or
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LIGHTWAVE 3D ENHANCER . 1 5 5 . 9 5
CDBOOT 1 0    £ 2 9

PC1VICIA Smart Card Slot

32•bit 68020EC Processor

AGA Chipset

163 Million Colours
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Tel: (01903) 850378
Fax: (01903) 733893
e-mail: seasoft@mag-net.co.uk

MACIC 111? EXTRAS EDUCATION
Packed full of The but Pubic

backgrounds. icons etc Domain Educalional
for Magic WEI programs around for

young Children
2 packs available ages 4-11

:2a & 2b)

KLONDIKE, BLACKJACK OrtIMED Modules
VIREO POKER Hundreds of maxis from

the Med Users Crete)
Excerent AGA card c011eCtion

games & extra card sets 10 packs available
for your Al 200HD (fla lo

SOFT
MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR CUSTOMER

OetahlEDV6
135.00

95% - Amiga Shopper
94% -  CU Amiga

91% -  Amiga User
9110 -  Amiga Computing

New font-sensitive GUI layout,
Loath, saves Std MIDI files,
Supports RAW, FF,  AIFF,

WAVE, MAUD samples
(rmno & stereo)

Save mods as executable files
Supports Aura sampler and

Toccata sound board.
(Requires KICI(818,11 2  or greater

arid 1.5 Meg Ram)

T. .1 •  i2.  SO
Latest issue of the MED
Users Group Disk mug.
Essential reading for a ll

OctaMED users
ilss 6 to 12 a lso availapie

LOOPS - 00.00
LOOM is an exciting depedure

from the normal methods of Amiga
music production. It is a hybrid
between a simple, yet pOwerlui

visual programming language and
a composition system

Simple music OBJECTS Incites
chords. phrases or songs) ere

assembled together and modified
with various tools 8 mathemalical

functions ncluding data from
Chaos Theory. Fra ila is Non

Linear Systems etc
(Needs 4 Meg of RAM)

KIDS ONLY i10,06
Originally due for commerciso

release this brilliant collection 01
eductional activities is now only

available from Sessoft.
COLOURING PAD, I-SPY, DOT

2 DOT. PICTURE SLIDE.
MUSIC MAKER, WORD

SEARCH. PAIRS
Each colourful activity has

various skill levels making this
title ideal tor kids of all ages.

, ,p re ln o  P I )  d in k 7 9 R2 )

TECHNOSOUND
TURBO 2 - Pre

Latest version a l this popular
8-bit sampler

E29.99

HORIZON

1200 KICK Y1.3#11)
Get nose od 450C props working!
1344 MAGIC WORKBENCH IP (1)
1318 PRINTER DRIVERS (I)
Caro
, 
& .  
H
P  
D
e
s k
i e
r .  
R
n
o
h  
e
t
c
.

1462 MIDI TUTORIAL 4
1
1 1 )
1526 WORD FACTORY (1)
OtaIN sooting prng tor young kids
t sB9 M I D I
U T T L S1
. ( 1 )
1990 MIDI irms 2 8 (1)
1991 MUSIC X UT1LS 1 0121
1993 MUSIC I  UTILS 2*(3)
2009 HARD DRIVE LMLS (2 )
Aback Up; Fix Disk VC. Click Dos 2:
ReOrg;; Tools Daemon: Mr Back Up etc.
2121 A-Z PAINT PAD 111
Emitter... pant package tor kids
2209 PERSONAL ANALYSER C (1)
Do you krow rdisseir
,2268 ING GIRLS 2 P• (3)
Wail pmserned 20 'Page Ypics
2335 EXCELL911 CAW GAMES •  IP (1)
PcOer. C2anna. Colours, Scoltah I  Napdaan
2336 COARSE ANGLER. (2)
rxneferd coarse Irshrg garesrnulater

DOPUS MILS VOL 2 (1)
Yamas v s e  D C p u s
2341 CHANECRIESO (2)
Excellent game - and
, o u l2344 PACESTREAM 3I1 UPDATE (2)
2374 - MAGIC WEI EXTRAS 1 8 i. (2)
2375 • MAGIC WEI EXTRAS 12 IP (2)
2380 - DOWNLOADER (I)
26 res foils lu use with 24 on dot mains
.dnnters or compote,* onnters.
2381 • BALLS III
Well presented Shartreare Lottery
2382 - SEVERED HEADS IP ( 2 1
Grsitie g a m e .  adult only
2304 - * .GA DOS GUIDE i (I)
2388 - MR GREEDY III
Excelent Shyy took for' o.ing kids
2390 • ALIENS CONFIDENTIAL
MULTIMEDIA 1
, 1 9 1P,Kked e11. interesting tacts s piss
2403 - WAC AMOS SPECIAL e f t )
Amos Ink -  a rrgst IC{ AMOS OPP'S
2405 • EMOTIONAL CONFLICT 111
ertoressm3 Gractoc Advent. • e
2406 -HP LASER JET 4 DmvM-
1.-14 Bow Wrenn!, 1-IP4L Conird
2407 • CMS TRAM 71(1)
5 Excellent OciaMED Modules
2408 MULTIVISION 98(1)
2409 - MIATIVISION 108(1)
2410 - MUITIPRINT 5 111
2411 • Deg HELPER 9 i( l)
2412 - DISK HELPER 10 I  III
2413 - AUDIO MAGIC 14 (1 )
2414. AUDIO MAGIC 15 ( I )
2415 • OFRCE HELPER 40(1)
2416
- 
P A
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X
)  
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C
2
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2415 - CLAUDIA SCHIFFER IX) t• 131
2428 - HD GAMES INSTALLER 4(1)
2429 - ABYSS DRUGSTORE IP (2)
2431 FREEZER LECH P' (I)
Thge.ol the oar? latest. AGA DOMOS
2433 - KIDS?, (11
Excelent programs lor young Nas
2431. INTERNET LIIILS 2811)
ArniTak. AmITCP1401p4a krifiValch
Control Panel: GUIF. Cadre Q Mere,
2438- ESSENTIAL SONNET 7 o (I)
inege EX I  Irrege %Po databaktes
LHAControi, LIEcost Masse/SO
Ptcrogenori Mc
2430 -FRODO V1.5 (1 )
Commodue 64 ernulawr

PACK 2 (a & bl PACK 4 PACK 5
SAMPLES

Packed with a wide
range of quality

samples For your
favourite music

package iPsease state
RAW or !FE 1

A NEW NAME IN LICENCEWARE
DISTRIBUTION

The following titles are only E3.50 each
Call for complete listing

TOUCH TYPING TUTOR 2 - Excellent lutor
PAINT, PASTE & DRAW - paint package
FAST FRET teach scales on the guitar
A-CHORD - teach chords on the guitar
DRAW SELECTOR database for the pools
LOCKOUT PRO a  must for HD owners
POWER ACCOUNT - home finance package
LOTTERY FORECAST random etc.
LOTTERY LEAGUE lottery database
POWER TEXT - text editor & word processor
ASTRONUTTY - puzzle arcade platform game
BUGGLES - quality platform game
CRYSTAL SKULL - graphic strategy game
DRAGON,TILES 2 - Mahjong puzzle game
HARRY - Arcade game - help the painter!
LASERS - puzzle solving arcade game
SENTINAL - excellent puzzle game
FRONTIER DEFENDER - space combat game
WINNING POST  • horse  racing simula tor

LITTLE OEM
Miser & E..CL unit

The ideal accessory for
OctaMED etc.

W10 • Amiga Computing
I93% C U  Amiga

83% • Arnica user
8 0 .. Am ig a  Shopper

£69.99

AMIGA P.D. FROM ONLY 75p PER DISK
This is only a very small selection of PD titles in our collection.
If you cannot see what you are looking tor then PLEASE ASK.

2440 - ROM 4 M K NAG (2 )
aa you need IC ON aga4 tie Dern3SOrno
2452 - STAR TREK GIME • (6)
All you wanted lultreA stool StarTrek
2458- DR WHO ANNNERSARY I  (S1
1)3 )
,
3t. 
C
r ,
: .  
a
i
m  
t
i
e  
D
a
t
e
,
.  
w
e
r
e
?

2466- FINDING THE TWIN 2 C (2)
2469 • FINDING TIE TRUTH 3 I (1)

tre West or
, 
U F O  
fi n d
i n g s

2468 -DOS NMI (I)
Ref bock begnners and sepses
2470 • IMAGE STUDIO 2.1 (2)
Latest ve
,
sion 
c
1  
m i
s  
e i c
e l e
r e  
p r
o g
r a
m

ANNA PA/SHAREWARE PRICES
1 disk -  e l .5o, 2 to 4 disks -  Et 2 5 , 5  to 9 disks -  21.00,

ID to 19 disks - 80p, 20+ disks - 75p
P ion per disk -  Number et Itsas snown n brackets

' tlins marke d  va l l  not yrOtt
, o n  A 5 0 0  
Z n i  
3 ) ;  
w i t  
n o t  
w o
k  
o
i  
4 5 0 O
,
A e r 0 0
.

Ix) s u d a h i n  for oven tes Only

2472 -
M E  
W
O
R
D e
r  
(
I
)

NFA Disk ''..cene' rragazne
2473 • AMIGA E V3.1A C (2)
Latest F. CCM5
,1
e.
, 1  h a  
l o m a t
!

2475 - PICTURE BOOK IP (4)
Stimnrtg AGA Demo - v ont
, a  t o o k2400 • SCOUT I
Comprehensive System Mcnior
2481- TRANSITION 4
( 1 )Image C a rr t
,
" 9 0 1  
p e c k

240 - SUN a' (2)
Excellent Fartasy Dew.:,2444
- 
M
A
S
T
E
R  
e
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R
* (
1
)

Erectionl t)oablesla cione
2485 • SKIDIAMIKS 2 CARS (2)
More oars ,
or 
S k i e
r w t h
s  
2  
g a
m
e

2487 -DELUXE PACMAN e ( t )
Sum Paco
-
L., 
g e r m

2400 -CMS TRAX 1111
More excellent OciaMED 8 mods
2491 -MESSYSID 3(1)
Drft' 'Urn DIAS lade! Men get this
2490 • DUCK DODGERS 0(1)

Addictive piatlarrn pain*
2493 -SH APESH
fTER  V 3 . 1  
( 1 )
Apple M4k7. ormiator
2404 - CHEATS V2.1 (2)
Loads ant loads of a  cheats
2496 - THREE DI 1 7 ( 1 1
A 'rust for 3D Ccn kt users
2497 • ALTERNATIVELY MUsICKED
tha ce this acrid - CklakED Mods
2408 - fouSiC RRST I  (I)

LATEST CO-ROlits
free postage packing INK ante

17-8I1 FIFTH DIMENSION
A DROP IN THE OCEAN (Audio CD)
AGA EXPERIENCE
ADULT SENSATIONS
ADULT SENSATIONS 2 (over 18a only)
AMINET
AMINET SET 1 (quad)
AMI NET SET 2 (quad)
AMOS PO Version 2
ARCADE CLASSICS
ASSASSINS COLLECTION 1
ASSASSINS COLLECTION 2
C64 SENSATIONS
COLOUR LIBRARY
GRAPHICS SENSATIONS
GROLIERS 2 ENCYCLOPEDIA
HOTTEST 6
LSD 3m u i .
-
n m
Ec 9
A 
T
O
O
L K
I T  
2

NETWORK Volume 2
PROFESSIONAL IFF/PCX CLIPART 2
SCI-FI SENSATIONS
SOUND & GFX WORKSHOP (double)
SPECTRUM SENSATIONS 2
GPO GOLD (quad)
ZOOM

£17.50
£9.00

£17.50
217,50
217,50
£13.50
C22.50
£25.00
E17.50
CI 3.50

£9.00
t17_So
217,50

£9,00
£17.50
C25_00
£17.50
£17.50
£22.50
E13.50
E17.50
E17.50
E17,50
E17,50
E25.00
217.50

SPECIAL VALUE PP PACKS
ONLY .1E7.50 PER tO DISK PACK

PACK 6 PACK ( a  t e
ll

OTNER SPECIAL VALUE PACKS
PACK 1.)  r g  ral. •

OettNIP
6 diakS with the hill version ol this 4500 Compatible
music program, disk based manual and a selection

of Mods & samples to gel you started.
PACK 13-- C11.60
CLAMOUR PACK

15 disks packed with AGA beaulles from
tho famous Body Shop collection

1Al200 only -  ",31 suitable for anyone under 161
PACK 14 -C4.50
OFFICE PACK

5 estainteil loots for the h o m e
,
srm a ll o f fi c e  
W o r d

Processor. Database. FOrrn$ Designer. Accounts
mnri

DclaMED mods ol Eric Claabon
2450 TEXT ENGINE 51(1)
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2500- SEVOLUTION 0131
OciaMED Mods

2503 • TARGET t 111
Great garre M e n a g e s
,2504 - UFO MOM t  I)
2505 • THE WORD 1(2)
t,IFA dior - .
9  o r  
t h e  
D e
m o  
S c
e n
e

2507 - sunFoNG THE JAZZ WAVES fl it
Lecelerr. Jau Mast Demo
2508-  VOWS CHECKER 7111 (1)
Lutes' no ben vrILt checker around
2509 - C64 EMULATOR V3 (3)
de51 errutehor and tames

2512 • FRUIT KITCHtN - SILEPITS 1
1 2 12514 - HATE 2 FRANTIC 0
1
2
1

2516 - THRILLED • EMBASSY C (2 )
2518 - ZE R I
The latest, AGA demos, all mg ND
2520 SHEPHERD (1 )
PcioulasiGods style game
2521 SCION 1/313 8 (1)
2522 GEN TREE * I I I
2 cotrvellensve geneaKrpst programs
2523 YOUR FIRST PONY (2)
Learn all a twi moan 13( ScIlir stony
2528 AIRSHOW C II)
PO L
-
tife
L S 
f r
O t
O  
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e
c
e
r
n  
H
i
r
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-
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2526 M(SSERSC/IMITT BEI 00 (2)
Tod hook p c s  abcul !Ns toghtty•
2520 ULTIMATE DIAC DEMO (1 )
Demo off I Disk mwasno creator
2529 ULTRA ACCOUNTS V2 8 (I)
Coincretensve banking package
2530 TURBO CAT PRO 91.2 (11)
Deli Cataloguer
2531 TRAP EM GAME 8 (1)
2532 AMOS EXTENSIONS (1)
2535 FRANTIC (1 )
2534 ADVANCED AMIGA ANALYSER (II
2536 SHARD WI53 1155 & DATATYPES 11)
2531 PD PAK 6 I  (1)
2538118.3 UTILMES 1 1 1
2539 THE BEST OF THE REST 0(1)
2540 SAMPLES 131
2543 ULnliATE MUSIC JAM (I)
2544 THIRD DIMENSION 18(1)
2545 CO ROMS INFO (I )
2546 SPECTRUM GAMES 141
Fur 0 4  wqt
- 
S o e c
c , •  
e r r i
l a e o
r

2550 VARIOUS PRINTER DRIVERS (1)
2551 SPITFIRE VI (2)
led book and pa  axis' the Spill Ire
2553 VARKS DLit/BLS 10(1)
2554 DOGS COGS DEMO t• (3)
Et):Etlert -ntrac demo by Nerve Asts
2557 LOBE DEMO*. 111
2558 GAP DEMO IP (1)
New Iga tems ham Me Remedy Party
2551 GRAPHIC WORKBENCH E. (21
I
-
1
0 
u
n
i
t
y 
x
i  
c
4
e
a
1
0 
b
a
c
k
t
k
o
p
s 
i
n
c
l
u
d
i
n
g 
1
0

backdrops ard con eels
2561 GRAPHIC WO EXTRAS IP 121
Mom backdrops R e s  o card sets
2563 READ 8 SHOULDERS I " (1)
Ede= brings pod vancus clip magma
2664 DALA HORSE DEMO IP (4)
Pownrint I C  De mo by Hale r
2568 GLOOM GAME DEMO ( 1 )

Ocorn s tir
. 
P x o
b t e  
d e
m o

2559 ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS GUIDE
TO WORKBENCH 1/3 VOL 1 * • 11 1
2570 Ft PUNTER UPGRADE (1)
Updrade ic FIST Purte!
- V D  l c  
V a l
2511 A•SACKUP V5 01 411
Latest HD nackup utility

PACKS (a & b)
CC FONTS

Loads of dually
COmpugraphic fonts for

WB 2 53 VVordworth 2 ,
Page setter 3 etc.
2 packs available

& 9b1

Al200
STARTER PACK

Mouse Mat
Dust Cover

Head Cleaner
10 Blank Disks

100 Cap Disk Box
10 ASI Games Disks

E19.95

Please remember to add the following Postage & Packing charges:
50p to orders for PD/Licenceware only (E1.50 Europe, C3_00 ROW)
or E1.00 if your order includes other items (Europe & ROM. at Cost).

Please make chequesipostal orders payable to SEASOFT COMPUTING and send to:
Season Computing, (Dept AC), Unit 3, Martell° Enterprise Centre,

Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West Sussex BN17 7PA
or telephone

(01903) 850378
10,00am to 7.00pm Mon-Fri (to 5pm Sat). Visitors by appointment only please

PACK 11
CARTOON CIIPART

Mono & Colour IFF
clipart of your favourite

characters from
Porky Pig to the

Lion King.

-NEW -
AURAL SWITIIETICA

130.00
DIGITAL MODULAR

SAMPLE SYNTHESISEF
Front the author of kind

Modular synMesiser doe r
provides the most mw4111119

sound generation program fie
any citation's

Samples saved as OFF AIFF
WAV or SAFE foments

(needs Kicketart 2 or greeter I
2kileg or RAM'

CALL FOR FULL. DETAILS

NIDICRAFT MAGAZIN'
Following on from where the -
. 7 6successitt AM/FM tell all thrs •110

Oak based mag horn the Crat
Brothers a a mieta tor at Ammo

raunCiam

E2.50 per Issue
IIssue 8 now availab•e

AURAL ILLUSION
n a  0 0

eata BIT SAMPLE
PROCESSOR
32 bit processing
55 manipulations

30 e lects inoludkng Tine
Stretch. Graphic Er) Meer

Resonant Filter
Compatible with most popular
B. 16 be file tomato wickeder,

IFF, AWE. WAV, VOC
Improved Synthesised Susan
: ECktor

(needs Kickstall 2 or greaten
Meg of RAM)

MIDI MODULES
High quality Music-X a rc

AmigaRC MIDI files (slam
tormat required) produced sod
arranged by Kevan & Career

Craft
Volume 1 -  E15.00

Vol 2 for Ke ys - C10•00
Volume 3  - E20.00

Dynamite Drums 1 -  C113•11111
Dynamite Drums 2 -  E15.11111

Call for further details

MIDI INTERFACE
1 IN. 1 THRu & 3 OUT

with pair of leads
£22.50

PACK 18
U.F.O. 1

Full of interesting trikS•
from around the WOrkt

lent tiles & pits on
sightngs encounters

abductions e lc

Ft LICENCEWARE
We stock the entire Fl range

Call for complete listing
F1-74 AMIGA ASSIST E3.99

New to the Amiga - then get this disk.
Fl 101 INTRO TO DOS 2 E6.99

F1-16 PIC KNIT E3.99
Convert IFF pics to knitting patterns

Fl 91 D.M.C. E4 99
Excellent Disk Magazine creator
F1-99 GRAC USER DISK E3.99

A must for all Grac users
F1-59 GUITAR CHORD DIR E3 99

Displays over 276 chords
F1-71 MUSIC 2 TAB EXCEL E3.99

convert music notations to tabs
F1-106 AMOSZINE 8 E5.99

Disk magazine for Amos users

Ft COO with printed manual,
GRAC V1.1 - E6.99

Powerful Graphic Adventure Creator
BLACKBOARD V4 - E8.99

Comprehensive Image processor
MAGIC PAINT BOX - £6.99

Paint package especially for kids
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gita Organiser 2 is the second in
the series of Personal Information
Managers. After the first was
released back in July, it was difficult

to believe that such a package could be
improved upon. It may not have had the
portability of a real filofax, but for features and
extensive options you couldn't go far wrong.

Digita are renowned for using their typical
GUI that featured on all their past products.

 I :  a m . .•

•

•

The same icon display and menu system is
used as in Wordworth which also became
extremely popular because of its ease of use.
Obviously, Digita firmly believe that this display
system is the most user-friendly. It allows you
to see everything you can possibly access, so
there are no windows hiding in the back-
ground and you don't have to re-arrange your
desktop lust so you can view various parts of
your information,

The actual display simulates a real filotax
with real pages to turn, handy bookmark tabs
at the side of each section, and even rings in
the binder: As you turn the pages, a small,
quick animation of a page turning comes into
effect which just proves how realistic they want
to make it

The idea behind this is to present the PIM in
a way most people are used to. There's no
point in designing an easy GUI if you're going
to have to sift through pages of the manual just
to work out how you get it running. People
who've owned filofaxes previously will be
instantly familiar with the layout, and transfer-
ring data from a normal, everyday, ring binder
to the Amiga couldn't be simpler.

COLOURS
The tabs on the side of the filofax are all differ-
ent colours so you don't have to turn your head
to read the print. The features consist of
Calendar, Diary, Tasks, Address Book and the
Supplements. The supplements are right at the
back of the book and contain 'loose leaves'
which are blank sheets of paper to write down
notes and any other bits of information that
wouldn't usually belong in any of the previously
mentioned categories.

Digita Organiser 2 includes some new fea-
tures which could have come in very useful to
owners of the previous package. For instance,
you can create links between various cate-
gories, so making a link between somebody's
address and their birthday can be carried out at
the click of a button. These categories would
normally be separated and couldn't be
connected together.

If you buy Digita Organiser 2 you will receive
another product called the 96 Plus Pack which
contains over MO supplement additions and
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20 new Diary Themes including Sport,
Disasters, National Days, Computers,
Gardening and many more. All these can be
placed at the back of the filofax as an instant
reference section_ The disk can be installed on
to the hard drive along with the organiser pack-
age, and by dragging the various supplement
icons across to the 'Supplements drawer you
will be able to access them as the program
starts up.

The whole package is thankfully comple-
mented by an AmigaGuide tutorial which has

• 111•1•1111

1 Tallith Gruff!

I Croimkpirov •

;Do xof Whig

C T I N G  O N  R E S P O N S E
The new features in Dogita Organiser 2 may not be immediately noticeable, and may not
odd any cosmetic differences, but after a while they will become impossible to live without as
they increse the power and speed immensely. Its difficult to come to a conclusion about this
product as I'm not sure the new features actually warrant a second edition. However, I'm
sure many people will argue that the package should have contained these features when it
was first released, although in Digita's defence, they have listened to all their existing users
and acted upon the response which many companies would undoubtedly deem for too time
consuming.

C Y o u  ca n se le ct  the
Dia ry by the  colourfu l
tabs tha t st ick out  from
the litote s itse lf

C T h e  a ddre ss book is
nice  a nd e a sy to  use ,
with the  a lpha be t liste d
d o w n  th e  r i g h t- h a n d  s ide

AMI G A CO MP UTI NG
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

turri./
I  Andy Maddock
- looks at the first
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computer organiser
an extensive reference section for explanations
of various commands and topics, along with
other information. The guide will inform you
about installation instructions as well as an in-
depth tutorial which, step-by-step, will take you
through the entire package_

From what I saw of the first version, the sec-
ond version doesn't really contain any other
noticeable features that stand out. If you
already own the first Digita Organiser then you
can upgrade to the second version for El 4.99_
Although this price still seems quite expensive
for the amount of features, it will provide you
with more power and speed to almost certainly
improve your day-to-day organisation.

The 96 Plus Pack containing all the new sup-
plements is an excellent purchase at only
(9.99. The supplement disk would undoubte-
dly make your filofax bigger if yours is lacking in
content, and it also contains various topics of
information such as corresponding births and
deaths

If you are looking for a comprehensive, fully
configurable electronic filofax then look no fur-
ther than Digita Organiser 2. As most of the
Personal Information Managers are on offer as
Public Domain and Shareware, despite the
price, Digita Organiser 2 would be an excellent
purchase if you happen to use an Amiga for
work purposes. / — : 0 7

Bottom
line

P RO DUCT  DE T AI L S
Product D i g i t a  Organiser
Supplier D i g i t a  International
Price [49.99, upgrade from vl E14,99
Tel

Ease of use

Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

01395 270273

8016
10%
85%
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1DKDS r)D
A d d E4,00
A d d E4.00
A d d E8,00

AddC8.00
A d d 02_00
A i d C16,00

3  5  "
OW% CERTIFIED OR FREE DISKS + LOCKABLE BOXESots!
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DVHD
50 3.5" Disks  £ 1 5 . 9 9   £ 1 8 . 9 9  + 100 cap lockable box

100 3.5' Disks £ 2 7 . 9 9  C 2 8 • 9 9  t 100 cop lockable box
150 3.5' Disks £ 3 8 . 9 9  .. 1 4 1 . 9 9  + 2 x 100 lockable box
200 3 5" Disks  £ 4 8 . 9 9   C 5 1 . 9 9  + 2 x 100 lockable box
300 3.5' Disks C 7 3 . 9 9   £ 7 6 . 9 9  + 3 x 100 lockable box
400 3.5' Disks £ 9 5 . 9 9   £ 1 0 1 . 9 9  + 4 x 100 lockable box
500 3.5" Disks. C 1 2 3  99 £ 1 2 6 . 9 9  + 5 x 100 lockable box A c i d  EI7.50
1000 3.5' Disks  £ 2 2 9 .9 9  . . . . .  t234.99 +10x 100 lockoble 63x ,.,....Add £30.00

FREE LABELS +  FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

H A R D  D R I V E S
lameatt oytudeva RAID DISK

Pio cke  g o re s e ld  600  p a r k
,
*  t o  
4 S 3 / 0 . 1 2 0 0

Eidernol cosing. E68.00 560Mb C234.99
INFERNAL 73 +  CABLE • SCETWARE

80Mb 2.5" ,  E69.99 250Mlo ...C137.99
20Mb 2.5" C99 . 99  340M6 .117999

1170Mb 2 5' _ .C124.99 510Mb C259.99

C D - R O M  D R I V E S
Overdrive Double Speed CD £ 5 7 4 . 9 9
Overdrive Quad Speed CD  C 2 3 4 . 9 9
klutrrrt SCSI Inte rlace   £ 6 9  99caws •  to wt.,

R A M  U P G R A D E S 9 :
2Mb Rom.. E 1 2 7  A  srmoi ...v. E l  20
AVito Rain ...... El 87 A  liernor ive E 1 8 0

FREE DELPIERY
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-t•P Dedir Bkxk Dpoi CopiK ty ''raritidge E22 99
11P Deskpet Filodt Refill •E 7 . 9 9
HP Desktet 5OCC/560C Caiour CartridgesE25.99
HP Deskiet 500C/560C Caloir RAD , 6 . 9 9
Canon B.1 10/200 Black ink Cartridges • .,C16,99
Canon 1  0/2CK) i n k  Refill 9 9
Gezen Prone DC Cisktur •  . . . C3 4 . 0 0
Citizen P • - IIC Mon0 . E 2 0 , 5 0

A C C E S S O R I E S
. AM I GA CABLES

Amiga to Pv Saari £ 1 0 . 9 9
Amiga ta Sony IV  E  1 0.99
•Ivnigto ta Amiga Tame/NJ modem' s :10 99
PA. LIOtar overhang teod 23M/23F .... , . El 1.99
j i  Athontec Mouse/lartedt cable . E 1  3.99
toystkk Eitionsvon Lead 10It .. E 5 . 9 9Proem Leod

Ammo 1 2 0 0 / S 0 M M O "  E 4  00
Ccentnadcre/Philips inapites  . . . . .  .E4.00
SioriCitizen/Panctianic Printers . .  S A C O

04111110•11111
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AMIGA 4000T -  040/25

170Mb HARD DRIVE
PACK

WAS 1.4
4
3
1
3'AMIGA 40007

Monitors not included

AMIGA 4000T -  060/50

A M I G A  C D 3 2

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:
* Amiga Al200 Computer — 2Mb RAM
* 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in
* Wordsworth v4 SE — Word Processor

Digita Datastore v1.1 — Database
Digita Organiser 0.1 — Personal Orgams

* Turbo Cala v3.6 — Spreadsheet
* Personal Paint v6.4 — Paint Package
• Photogenics v1.2 — Pixel Editing
* Whizz — 3D Platform Game
* Pinball Mania — Pinball Arcade Game
STANDARD PACK

2Mb - NO HD
WAS _Lava

E36 Inc.
VAT

• Amiga WOW Computer - 6Mb RAM - 1.2GB HD
• MC68040-25
.
or 
M C 6 8 0
6 0 - 5 0  
P r o c
e s s o
r

* 1.7Mb 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive
* AGA Chip Set - Workbench 3.1
* 16.7 Million Colour Palette
• 4 Channel Stereo
• Scala MM300 Pre-installed

WAS E2231E2099
,
ne_
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,
L d - t C o
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WAS E2525E2399,nc.VAT

t-tt t t t t  s

-  1 0
,
WOptional Extra...

HAOS SOFTWARE PACK

£16
When Purchased with Al200

Includes 4 EXCELLENT Titles:
CHAOS ENGINE — AGA E 2 5 , 9 9
SYNDICATE E 3 4 . 9 9
PINBALL FANTASIES — AGA , E29.99
NICK FALDO'S GOLF — AGA ___E34,99
CHAOS PACKtI -mintmd input filiPi:• E l 25 ,96

£279.99
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gies Bearda Mamie*
•  .28rarn Dot Pitch Colour

Moister

•  Bult-in Shrrea Speakers
•  Maxenurn Resolumon

1024 *  768 Inlerlaced
•  MPRII Compkoni
•  Auto-scanning
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27 Watnall Road, Hucknall
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If you have found a cheaper
price e ls e wh e re  i n  t h e
magazine, c all us  and  we
wilt do our best to beat it.

41200 OVERDRIVES
270515 £ 1 5 9 .9 9
540,111 E2 1 9 •9 0
635N111 C226.9to

Glli 1 2 1 6 -9 9
1.6 1;1r; i
-
n
‘
t o aSTOP!
AND THINK
Before you purchase your hard
drive from elsewhere, just look
at what you get FREE with our
drives!!!
•  Drives  a re  formatted a n d

installed with WorkBench
•  100MB of top quality Public

Domain software including:-
Compugraphic fonts & apart,
Lightwave & Imagine objects,
to demos  & music modules,
essential utilities, games and
lots morel!!

AMIGA
1200 "MAGIC"

The awsorrie new AMIGA
1200 "Amiga Magic" pack
is here Software pack
includes
,Photogenics 1.2SE
Personal Paint 4.6
WorclWorth 4
Datastore
Digrta Organis er
.
. .Print
Manager
Turbo Cato 3.5, Pinball
Mania/Whizz
PLUS FREE Mousemtat &
Dustcover

•
XMIGA

M -
1 4
3 8
s

High resolution colour muttisync
monitor for all the Amiga& Buill•in
stereo speakers.

E289.99

Only E 3 8 9 . 9 9
Add £10.00 for a CHAOS Pack.

Pack includes,- Nick Faldo's Golf.
Chaos Engine, Pinball Fantasies

Syndicate

4000 Tower
25Mhz 68040 CPU
1.2GB 505I•2 HEIBMB
RAM
AVIDE HD interface
SCALA MM300

£2149.99
Oall for details and

(ices on MO version

A500/A600 RAM

MITSUMI FX400
Internal IDE CDROM unit for the
A4000 (requires Tandem CDROM
controller). Super-fast 800KbSec
transfer rate
FX400 CDROM C 1 4 9  99
FX400 P lu s  Tandem CDRO M
controller card E 1 9 9 . 9 9

CD ROM DRIVES
AI WA CDRO M

Connect u p
peripherals.
Dual Speed E C a l l

• Penne call - new drive expected'

STUDIO 2 - PRINTER SAN

PRINTERS
EPSON4500 1,2MB N,'Cloch.. E 1 9 , 9 9

4500 11MB WiCk)ck .  C24_99
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A600 1MB Nitlock £ 2 9 . 9 9  41200. Plugs Ini0 the PCMC1A port. offers photographic kke quality when
A500 1MB W/Clock E 3 9 . 9 9  Fast 300Kb.Sec t rans fer rate.  used with optional 720DPI pnnterSCSI drive (coated paper requited) Built

rin a
u
t o  
s h e e t t
e e d e

to s ix  other V34-28,800 E 1 7 9 . 9 9

Prolessional print  studio f or the
Amiga. Enhance the output of your
printer Inc 720DP) on Epson Stylus
Colour. Only r .  E 4 9 . 9 9  Coaled 7200PI paper

d i •

MODEMS
EXTERNAL

BABT approv ed FAX/Modem
Complete with all leads, PSU and
Comms software.
Low Price E 1 0 9 . 9 9

LOGIC 3 SCREENBEAT
SPEAKERS

ACCESSORIES
240 CAPACITY DISK BOX
The Lo91c3 stackable storage box
holds up to 240 disks.
Only E 1 2 . 9 9

ASK Fon QUANTITY PRICES

ALFA DATA PRODUCTS
Megamouse-400dpi   C 1 2 . 9 9
Megarnouse.3Button E l  4.99

SB3 (10W)..... ...... E 1 5  99 Auto ..11Mouse switchar E 1 4 , 9 9
SB25 (25W).  £ 2 9 . 9 9  AT-9us2008•10E E 7 9  99
SB PRO 50 (50W) .   £ 3 9 . 9 9  AT-Bus2008/SCSI E 1 0 9 . 9 9

From only E 2 9 9 . 9 9  SB PRO 80 180W) E 8 9  99 AllaPowerIA5001DE E 8 9 . 9 9
All speakers come with cables Ta n d e m Controller.. ....... .„159.99

The new Apol lo A4000 Accelerator
fits into the CPU slot of the A4000
(A3000/1). Fully upgradeable to the
Motorola 68060 CPU (Call for prices
and availability). Comes in 33. 40 &
50Mhz versions,  4  x  72pi n SI MM
sockets ( 2  x  7 2 pi n S I MM f o r
A30000esktop) & SCSI-2 controller.

40Mhz £699.99 50Mhz £749.99

4 0 1
9
4 1 1
1 1 0
*

The 1220 combines the best
Price/Performance ratio for
any Amiga 1200 accelerator.
With a  68020/ 28Mhz  a n d
28Mhz 68882 FPU,  1 x  72p1n
SIMM socket (1 or  4MB). Real-
time battery backed clock.

Only E 9 9 . 9 9

MEMORY SIMMS
4MB - E129.99 8 M B  - E239.99
16MB E399,99 1 6 M B  - tCALL

i

The world first accelerator
for the 4600 is here...
25Mhz 68020 CPU,  68882
FPI). 1  x  7 2  pi n S I MM
Socket (1, 2. 4 or 8MB).
Requires internal fitting

£139.99
Accelerator car d t ot  t he
Al 500P2000. Available in 25
or 5 0 M h z  v e r s i o n s ,
complete with 68882 FPU &
SCSI-2 i nte r face .  N o t
compatible with GVP cards.

FROM E299.99

WE ACCEPT ALL
MAJOR CREDIT

CARDS INCLUDING
SWITCH & VISA DELTA

DELIVERY CHARGES

NEXT DAY - E6.95
STANDARD - £3.95

BY P H O N E  -  Credi t/Debit card
orders taken f rom 9.30am - 5.30pm
Monday to Saturday.

111' POST -  Please make cheques
and pos t a l  o rde rs  pay ab le  t o
"Visage Computers". Please allow
5 working days for cheques to clear
.

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964 2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

HOW TO
ORDER



new year and a new look for nmie-1 Computing. But
what about the Amiga? Will 1996 be the renaissance of

Commodore's baby? Over the next few pages you will read
about our suggestions for the next revision of Workbench,

what industry pundits think of the year ahead, how the world's
best Amiga show went in Co logne  and just how the
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most of us instinctively look to
the future with greater
vigour and optimism

than usual, whether that be the
result of wishful thinking or a
chronic excess of alcohol over
the Christmas festivities.

This time last year, though,
no amount of looking on the
bright side could change
the f a c t  t h e  Amiga 's
chances of a revival were
rather slim- And even fol.
lowing Escom's takeover in
May, it's been hard to banish
doubts arising from the lack
of news about more products,
the virtually none-existent adver-
tising campaign, and delayed sup-
plies of the machine itself. So how
come the Amiga community is feeling
so much more optimistic about 1996.

The simple answer is that news is finally
coming through about plans for Amigas that
will not only compete technologically with
the best machines the rival platforms can
offer, but maybe even leave them behind.

40

COMMITTED
As reported in our special Cologne show
report, (see page 42) Amiga Technologies
have taken the plunge and committed them-
selves to developing a new range of Amigas
based on the Power PC RISC chip. At the
same time, Phase 5 have developed a Poiwcr
PC board that will be compatible with the
current Amigas, allowing current owners to
take advantage of the vast benefits that RISC

CALA
Scala have always been in the vanguard
of serious Amiga development, but having
successfully diversified into the PC market
with their new multimedia padcage based
on MMOS, are they sufficiently impressed
by Escom's latest plans to continue
developing on RISC-based Amigos?

it  represents no technical problem for
us," said Barry Thurston, Scala UK's joint
Ma "1 think developing for Power PC
Amigos would be very good timing for us.
There was some debate over whether or
not we'd port MMOS back to the Amiga as
it is now. But I imagine that going with the
Power PC environment would suit the MMOS environment better, and
certainly we'd be able to get a lot more functionality'

Thurston points to the fad that a Power PC Amiga would be able to run
Windows 95 as well as AmigaDOS which is a distinct benefit arising from
this development: 'With products like Scala MMOS being cross platform, it
could make a nice link between different environments on a network, for
example."

Turning to the near future, and the Amiga's chances in 1996, Thurston
is bullishly confident: "Where the Atari ST failed, and where the
Archimedes hasn't been successful, I think with the Amiga it will be differ-
ent,' he asserted. "I think we will see on Amigo resurgence - you only
have to have seen the interest shown at the LIVE show."

With so many years spent behind him pushing the Amiga as the multi-
media machine, is Thurston tantalised by the possibilities a Power PC
Amigo might offer? "Absolutely," he replied, sounding more like an enthu-
siast than a businessman. I t  always has been the perfect choice for
multimedia" The next stage can only increase its potential_

I S c a l a  U K Jo in t  M D
Be rry Thurston,  e xcite d  by
the mult ime dia  pote ntia l
ot a  RISC-based Amiga

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  I  9 9 6

1  chances of pulling off the most remarkable
comeoack in the history of computing

processing will bring. The still distant, but
more concrete, hope of actually seeing a
RISC Amiga made has been backed up with
a fairly busy release schedule from Amiga
Technologies in the meantime. As usual,
however, the announcement has given rise
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time for the Amiga.
Gareth Lofthou e  looks to

the future and assesses Escom's

I G I TA

a t I NEE la

First things first, the Power PC chip has
nothing t o  d o  with  PC computers.
Confusing, I know, but new PCs are based
on Intels Pentium CISC processing. Now,
Pentiurris are fast, with the top of the range
speeding along at 133 MHz. Our Technical

to a whole new set of questions, not least
which is 'Who's still going to be develop'
for the new Amigas when they final!
appear7' Amiga Computing spoke to Ion
time supporters with differing views on
machine's future prospects.

Another company that's made itself into an Amiga institution, Digita have recently come
with the goods to make up most of the software in the Magic Packs. Asked for his react'
to the Power PC announcement, MD Jeremy Rhyll was fairly positive.

"Power PC is a logical step forward," he commented. "Like Apple, Amiga Technolo
must move away from the 68000 chip family to gain a corn
petitive price/performance ratio, and then they can success-
fully follow the Apple model. Provided we receive timely
development systems, the tools and documentation, and
the full support of Amiga Technologies, we will develop for
it. Wordworth would be a logical place to start!"

Digita, like many other companies with Amiga back-
grounds, have diversified into the PC market, and their flag-
ship product is actually the PC-based Taxibility Pro.
However, Rhyll sees the coming year as a chance for a
change of fortunes for the Amiga: "Ye., 1996 will be better.
There will be better machines and, hopefully. a higher
awareness that the Amiga is back in the UK. The launch of D i g i t .
. .  j e r . r n
y  R h y l l :
Wordworth 5 in January will inevitably help fonts attention, Future development will
but our other future plans... are largely dependent on the depend on Amiga
performance and support from Amiga Technologies." To c h o o t o p t s s :  support

ki5111
,

ISC V E R S U S  P E N T I U M
Editor, Neil Mohr, estimates, however, that a
,Power PC RISC Amiga would be the equiva-
lent of having a 200Mhz Pentium PC
Incidentally, the 604 Power PC chip wi
also be about 150 times faster than yo
basic Al200.
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A L E N D A R  F O R  T H E  C O M E B A C K  111
There have been rumours muttered both on and off the
record that Escom were only interested in the Amiga in the
short term and that they had no genuine plans to develop
the technology.

"A rumour said that the Amiga is just a quick shot for
the Christmas season and that the project would be

Amiga Technologies

Product R e l e a s e  schedule D e s c r i p t i o n
Q-Drive J a n  1996 Q u a d - s p e e d  IDE CD-ROM, E229
Amiga Internet Pack J a n  1996 M o d e m  and Net software 'plug and play' bundle
060 Board  1 s t  Quarter 1996  A c c e l e r a t o r  board for current range
Al200+ M a y  1996 0 3 0  40Mhz/ Coldf ire upgrade Al200 with SIMM sockets
RISC Amiga  1 s t  Quarter 1997 N e w  high-end machine based on Power PC 604 chip
Black Box   7   S e t  top box sounding suspiciouslysimilar to CD-TV concept

Other key releases

Phase 5 Power PC Board J a n  1996

Digita Wordworth 5
Coanto Personal Paint 7
TurboCalc 4
Optonica MME

Jan 1996
Spring 1996
Spring 1996
Dec 1996

Despite their long-term commitment to the Amigo multimedia field, Optonica never seem to
have had anywhere near so much coverage as their rivals of Scandinavian origin. Those
who only know them as developers of the Insight CD series or InfoNexus might therefore be
surprised to hear of some of their recent multimedia triumphs in the corporate market

Take, for example, their contribution to Britain's most popular national sport. They have
already introduced huge video walls into Wolverhampton FC's football stadiums, and
they're currently building similar projects at West Ham, Man City and Glasgow Rangers. Al!
of them will be driven by Amigos when
completed.

)logies S o  are they more confident about the
• Arniga's prospect in the light of recent

developments? 'Yes, I think so," replied
Optonica MD Lee Gibson, "Over the past

1 1 1  assets in terms of development because

of the state of the market place. Now we
wont to give Ito bit of a kick start.

1'  72 months we've been sitting on a lot of

DISAPPOINTED
They ore not, however, completely
impressed by Amiga Technologies'
approach so far. 'To be perfectly hon-
est," said Gibson, 'we've been a bit dis-
appointed with what they've done.
They've got the product back on the
shelf, which was their first priority. But
the way they've worked with the devel-
opers and the information that's got
through to them, we've been very disap-
pointed with that." Whether they will
develop for the Power PC line, then, will
very much depend on Amiga Technology
improving its communication lines and a
revival in the markers confidence. "It's
really a suck it s e e  type of scenario,'
he concluded.

dropped shortly afterwards," said Escom boss Manfred
Schmitt recently. 'This is most certainly a dream of the
competition r

Only the appearance of the promised products and
developments will fully dispel the doubts, however. Here's
what's in the pipeline:

Power PC-based board for developers use with existing range,
should be backward compatible with old software
Latest release for Amiga wordprocessor
Paint Package
Spreadsheet
Multimedia presentation software

Jargonb o x
C6C Complex thstruct)oh Set
Grottputog la  rile that teems
slower

Reduced tnstrumon Set
Cammtng Thots,  kfs (Ogee than
C/SC
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LAST DITCH
FIGHT

The Amiga is now looking healthier than
It has done in a long, long time. Few
doubt that if Amiga Technologies can
produce the promised products at a
competitive price, we will have a range
of computers to be reckoned with.

It is clear from speaking to the indus-
try leaders, however, that there are huge
challenges to be overcome. It is unclear
as yet, for example, how much damage
software incompatibility with the magic
Pack Amigas has had (see our news
story). And communications with, and
support for,  software developers
will also have to improve, although
Amiga Technologies are already taking
significant steps towards addressing
this matter.

Certainly even those companies that
have successfully diversified into the PC
market would hate to see the demise of
this legendary machine. It is to be hoped
that 1995 will be just another chapter in
the Amiga's on-going history, rather
than a tragic ending to an extraordinary
enterprise.
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limey! I've been to the Cologne
show for the past five years (bar
last year's show) and never
thought I would see it as busy as it

was when the A3000 vvas launched, But fight-
ing my way through at least 20,000 people on
a Saturday morning to get to the stands I wan-
ted to visit put the lie to that idea. Attending
the exhibitor's party the evening before proba-
bly wasn't all that good an idea as I was fight-
ing a thumping headache in addition to the
crowds, but when in Cologne...

If there was ever any doubt about the fact
that the Cologne show is the most important
Amiga event of the year, this show was guaran-
teed to dispel it. Although it is now a general
computing exhibition, more than half the
stands were Amiga-related, and although I only
saw a few people wandering towards the exits
arms laden with PC or Apple goodies, there
were plenty lugging Amiga Magic packs or the
new Amiga monitors around with them. If you

Looks crowded huh? Well
this is just the entrance ha lt
the show itse lf is mach busier

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

Cologne has always been popular: It's a
back as Computer 95 and busier than
ever. We sent Ben Vost to look aroun

1  a

a

The World of Amiga show in

DZ3I1:
1
;
carnivol

are into 3D stuff, then there was a lot going on
for you at the Cologne Show. Amiga Oberland
were demonstrating a new version o f
Reflections which will finally be available in
English in February '96 (they hope). Maxon
were showing off their latest add-ons for
Cinema 4D - namely a tree generator and frac-
tal landscape generator, which both looked
quite nice.

Andy ;ones from Active UK was there show-
ing off his skills with Real 3D which will be
entering a new revision shortly, and he was
proud to announce a deal between Activa and
AntiGravity Products (a name which will no
doubt be familiar to all our Stateside readers)
to distribute their prod-
ucts in Europe. This
means you wi l l  n o
longer have to place a
call to the States to get
hold o f  Humanoid,
Snap Maps or any of
AntiGravity's other high-
ly regarded products.

Also attending the
show, representing the
British contingent, were
HiSoft, showing off their
Squirrel Mpeg prototype
which was getting a great deal of interest
(especially as it was showing Star Trek 6 on an

There wasn't much to get excited about on
the games front. Although Electronic Arts
and Microprose both had enormous
stands, they were showing PC software for
the most part, and there were even some
stands showing off the admittedly brilliant
Playstation and its range of titles. There
were no Amiga-specific games companies
there, which is a shame, but it seemed as
though more people were interested in
more serious pursuits than joystick wag-
gling anyway.
E l l

"Maxon were showing off
their latest add-ons for
Cinema 41) - namely a tree
generator and fmdal land-
scape generator, which
both looked quite nice"

a
I
A

;•••• A typica l scene at the end of a show
day, knack eted punters clutching their
Amigos while  they take a breather

enormous Sony TV - guaranteed to draw
crowd!). and Digita, sharing the Macro Systems

stand showing off a beta ver-
sion of Wordworth 5 (which
looks absolutely splendid
the screen update k
phenomenally fast).

Gasteiner also had a stanc
offering their usual cut price
bargains in the hard drive
and memory department
The Cologne show is always

popular With people in the
know who are in the trade, so

although they didn't have stands, there
were representatives f ro m Powe•

Computing, GPSolt, Cloanto, and many other
companies wandering around looking for nev.
products to distribute or sell.

Video users were also well catered for with
both Electronic Design and Hama presen•
exhibiting their genlocks and PAL encoders te
an eager audience, and for the higher end, the
aforementioned MacroSystems stand was alse
replete with VLab Motion demonstration sys
terns showing off the power of their E1001
non-linear editing solution. If you were in the
market for broadcast quality output, however.
your on ly choice was t o  visit  MOM
Computersysterne who were showing off their
Broadcaster Elite machine which offers true
broadcast quality output for a lot less than or
platforms like the PC Mac or SGI
4 But acceleration was where it was at at
Computer 95. Micronik, MacroSystems,
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CP AmmarK chip again and to answer questions
Sam Oat Isar On the top table with Petro

J n  t e c h i s c h t i g e  and Gilles Bourdin were
lemared Sdsmott, making a welcome
Appearance. Fred Fish, the father of

PC fibranes, Horst Brand!, the
Mod ketedta ottCP Verlag, publishers

ateergi Plus which was the official
illeglitS1W all the show, Johnothan
Anderldn head of Amiga Technologies
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HE D E V E L O P E R

Akita KC the creators of the Apollo cards
did IMO accelerator), and M-TEC were all
down al speedier machines than the norm.
Ilkenedk had a Joint accelerator and bridge-
mad rannang a Pentium P75 on a single card,
Ilexterorms had their DEC Alpha co-proces-
at Iowa sang in a Draco machine. This card
la, so much an accelerator as a co-processor.
Inarans have to be written specifically to
take advantage of its massive computing
filmic and already there has been wide-
V a a l  demand in the 3D software company

ke aew4opment boards,

SPEED BOOS1
Itinen contribution to the speedfest was the
•lino Simard 1260 board which saw an Amiga
ti le  powered by a Motorola 68060 (look
sa Ica a renew soon). But more importantly,
Inv also had a prototype accelerator running
a IlooverPC604 chip. This chip is the next
gerveraoon of Motorola's chip family and is

Cillop. cheap, cheap -  this stored is ceiling an
I AM B pe a  and monitor tor around E470!

AMEND
, 
- 1 1
1 1 1
1 M 1
6

THER M A C H I N E S

C O N F E R E N C E
on sale by June/July and will be powered by
Motorola's ColdFire or 68030 processor. it will have
SIMM sockets on the motherboard which are user-

accessible and should come with an Internet soft-
ware bundle. This bundle will also be avail-

\  able for any Amiga user and should be
plug and ploy according to Petro
Tyschtschenko.

Developers should be a little happier
after the announcement that Ars first
priority is to restart Commodore's devel-

oper support program, and they are
going to concentrate on using on-line ser-

01, snd vonous other Arniga Technologies v i c e s  like their ftp server to provide support
sedsochng Peter Kittel and Andreas M r  Tyschtschenko said that people and COM-

O', peter Kitte t head
of 05 d r e
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Ela at &smell as plans were outlined for C o m m o d o r e  would have to re-register with
rive Most interesting of these was the fact that A T  because a) AT don't have a developer database and

A 1200 , (possibly called the Al200+) is in b )  developers would need to sign AT non-disclosure
sorts and due to be previewed at CeBit in agreements. Both Petro Tyschtschenko and Fred Fish

la March next year. The Al200+ should be re iterated the importance of public domain developers
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incompatible with the 680x0 series. Phase5
are going to be supplying boards to develop-
ers in January so they can create programs
that will run native under the PowerPC•

Why are they doing this? Well, Motorola
aren't going to be making any further addi-
tions to the 680x0 line, so if you want a
faster Amiga this will be the only way to
jump_ In addition, completely independently,
Amiga Technologies announced the decision

For w t
nese
-Klers
•••nd, t•1
ias al,
on

in the'
anaptednowever.• t h e y  were all less busy than the Amiga Technologies stand - the IBM stand running

MOM, isainnuous demonstration of OS/2 having particularly poor attendance (perhaps due to the
off the'• t o a  tbs the real star of the show has been multitasking for years).
MS true
than on

I I I
I  i

Okay were several stands devoted to other computing platforms at Computer 95. Without

Odt*, although there were plenty of PC products for sale and being demonstrated, there
o n  as huge Microsoft stand Perhaps Bill Cates and co. realised the futility of trying to brag
dine Windows 95, Apple hod a huge stand with machines surrounding an inner sanctum
slo e  deals were no doubt being done, and Acorn had an open lattice work affair filled with
dischnes Oierforming some quite impressive tasks, but few people watching them.
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prices

The bag news a l  the
show -  P hase 5's fl e a
Power PC accelerator
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to the Amiga. If
you are a
no n  -
commer-
cial developer you
can join up with Ars
developer program for $100 a year - commercial
developers have to pay $300 a year. This entitles the
developer to access Ars ftp server and get advance
copies of Workbench, special pricing on development
systems, and so on.

In the Q&A session, one of the questions asked was
about the lack of any marketing strategy, particularly for
the UK market. Gilles Bourdin replied that there was
vety little budget for Amiga marketing this year and that
people shouldn't confuse AT with Escom who are. busy
advertising their PCs left, right and centre. He also said
that AT didn't want to make Commodore's mistake of
pitching the Amiga solely at the games-market and that
serraus thought had to be given to the sort of advertis-
ing campaign that they would eventually do.
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()Drive CD-ROM drive available

Internet bundle for all Amigas

Preview of Al200+ at CeBit

060 A4000T available

Al200+ on sale

Set top box on sale

PoraerArniga on sale
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to make future Amigas based around the
PowerPC chip at the recent VideoToaster Expo
in America, and reiterated that commitment at
the developers conference on the Saturday
evening of the show,

All in all, the Cologne show was the best
proof for a jaded journalist that the Amiga was •
still a viable concern, and seeing all the new
products available from stands the show wide
helped to reinforce that opinion. The Cologne
show really is the best Amiga show in the world
and I strongly encourage more English Amiga
developers to take stands there next year_

The language barrier isn't a big problem,
most German Amiga users know how to r speak
at least a little English, and the effort is reaIN
worthwhile. And I know it can be a bit expen-
sive for Amiga users to go all the way to
Germany just for an Amiga show, but it really is
the best there is and flights and hotels don't
have to be that expensive. Hopefully, [scorn
will try to duplicate their efforts in Cologne with.
a similarly sized endeavour in the UK so that
you don't have to traipse halfway across Europe
in order to buy your favourite machine.

I .
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ne of the constant criticisms direc-
ted at Commodore,. the farmer
owners of the Amiga, was the fact
that there were all these funky

things like networking and CD-ROM support
available on other machines, and none at all
for the Amiga except through third-party soft-
ware. The situation has worsened over time
until, at this point Work6ench seems incredi-
bly under-powered compared to the offerings
for the PC and Macintosh. And it is.

Amiga Technologies are going to have to
do on awful lot of work in a very short time
in order to bring the Amiga back into
the forefront of computer/human interface
technology. The progress that needs to be
made is difficult crass-linked with other ports
of the Amiga that need improving, but it
must be achieved. In this respect. I humbly
submit some o f my suggestions, as a
user of Windows (and Windows 95), the
Macintosh System 7.5, and Workbench, for
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ORKBENCH IMPROVEMENTS
The most important thing to be done is to
make Workbench complete. Don't offer cut-
down versions with particular machines, give
everyone everything. Offer the operating sys-
tem on a CD, if possible, so that Workbench
installation is as painless as possible. The
installation process should be intelligent, and
check for system hardware before installing
high-end facilities in a low-end system.

INTERNAL
•  Make WB properly multi-tasking. At the
moment you can't copy a file using WB and
still do anything else. For copy (or multiple

AMIGA COMPUTING

the improvement of future releases of
Workbench.

There are further considerations than just
taking account of software. The Amigo's
hardware is currently a bit of a bodge, too.
Floppy drives that will only read high density
disks at half speed and that click incessantly,
stupid screen modes that no-one will ever
use, an IDE interface as standard, a memory
subsystem that is fatally flawed on the Amiga
4000 and limited to a laughable, by today's
standards, 16Mb RAM, no real-time clock on
the Al200, and so on.

POWER PC
A future Workbench can only survive on new
and updated hardware, and Escom have
announced that they plan to use the
PowerPC family of processors in future
machines, but right now work needs to be
done for the 680x0 family, which Escom will
still be using until at least next Christmas. So,

- Ben Vost gazes into his cryst
ball and comes up with a plan

, for an updated Workbench
' to blast all other operating

systems out of the water
file deletion) operations, a progress bar
with a cancel button should be added to
Workbench which gives the names of the files
as they are copied (or deleted). (System 7,
Windows 95)

•  Make sure that some system of RIG is
included in WB (probably CyberGFX). Ditch all
the stupid screenmodes that no-one uses like
Super HiRes and incorporate a pseudo 24-bit
emulation whereby WB dithers down any
image to match the screen colour resolution
automatically. (System 7, EGS)

•  Replace cycle gadgets with pop•up menus.
(Cyde2Menu. TypeSmith)

what should we expect from an entry
machine?

In my opinion, I think a machine with
68030 running at at least 25MHz but
ably 50MHz would be cheap enough to
as a beginner's machine lt would need to
furnished with an MMU as standard, but
could have a user-accessible socket for
FPU chip which could be pre-fitted on
'deluxe' version of the machine. There is
question that the Amiga would have to
with a reasonably sized SCSI hard drive
standard 250Mb would be plenty to
with a n d  I think that a 4Mb memo
machine would also be a good start p
ably in a user-accessible SIMM socket in
machine itself. Since the improveme
required to make the Amiga great again
multi-facetted, I'm going to separate th
into different categories and will list cif
sources for inspiration for each improve
in bracket after the suggestion.
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Pop-up ga dgots ma ke  l o t  more  se ne e
than cycle  gadgets,  pa rt icu la rly whe n
there  a re  a  lo t  o f  options
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I R e p e a t?

•  Ita lie  CD-ROM an integral part o f
(indudtng the ability to boot from

C)x..fr arid include an audio CD player and,
lameitik a PhotoCD viewer. (AsimCDFS 3)

•  Up% arid Paste ought to be systemwide and
• whistaces. not Just fields or text files, so that
um = id  clip the name of a program, an icon,
• a  sound sample and so on and then
passe them wherever appropriate. There
Ihsidd also be a scrapbook program like the
Illo:rtoshes where you can keep clips when
011 lettcot the machine, (System7)

•  h id  a tcp/ip stack to Workbench (to
ihnimidage networking as standard) (System7)

• Od e  file notification systemwide so that it
we  copy Nes into the RAM disk in a file man-
or... ion open RAM window on workbench
ihriAl teed the change, etc.

I _a  out all the bitmap fonts and CG Fonts
and go for systemwide Postscript or True
'‘rPe This will cut down font reduplication
ant hustration caused by not having the right
NW in the right format_ There is already an
lard-type typel manager for the Amiga
a m i d*  as shareware.

• Mahe system requesters respond to return
and Esc for OK and cancel respectively (and
Ihtbal letters in case of more than two

LEM.)
•  triOrporate the drag and
drop facilities offered by
SaiatInfo into the standard
to8 Information requester.
(Sitednio)

' @Change the way the View
Da Narne' item works in the
Windows menu on WS,

than having the sort
s in the menu, make

t  so that users can just click
on the headings across the
sop o f  the window to
change the way items are
sorted, and implement a
Macintosh-style list where
*ewers can be opened
41side the same window
qitier than opening a new

_Mg a s e .  (This is pretty difficult to
enoLain, but if you have ever
Jsect a Macintosh, Windows
IS o r  t he  MUI  We b
Browsers you will know
slut I mean.

See the picture, it's pretty
Stich self-explanatory).
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choices). (ARQ) lithe Amiga is supposed to
be such a multimedia machine, then some
sort of system support for animation should
be taken for granted. A chunky pixel format
screen is far better suited to the playback of
colourful animations than the Amiga's bit-
plane approach. which only really shines
when there are fewer than 16 colours on
screen. If a 68030 base machine is a possibili-
ty, then the pussyfooting around should stop
and serious work done on improving the per-
formance of W13 in this field. It has only been
held back at the present time by the large
proportion of 68000-based machines in the
marketplace.

Now that there are more Al200s out there,
people are trying things which tax the system
more, but even more could be achieved with
an even more powerful entry level machine.
There could also be libraries for 3D graphics,
sound, and picture manipulation that would
work systemwide_ If this was the case, newer
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versions of these libraries could be supplied
as they were improved. This would mean
even less reinvention of the wheel and more
system-friendly g a
m e s .
•  Add support for 24-bit printer output and
rewrite the printer drivers that Workbench
offers. (Consider incorporating Wolf Faust's
Studio system)

•  Incorporate CrossDos and CrossMac into
Workbench and change the way disk icons
are shown. From now on, there should only
ever be one icon for a floppy disk on
Workbench, and the Format requester should
have a pop-up gadget so that the user
can choose whether to  format a disk
as AmigaDOS, MS-DOS o r Macintosh.
compatible. (MultiFileSystem)
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"if the Amiga is supposed
to be such a multimedia
machine, then some sort
of system support for
animation should be taken
for granted
-

•  Maintain the snapshotting of the RAM disk
icon transparent (it could be put into envarc: as
default_raminfo).

•  Consider incorporating a program's icon into
the body of the file, rather than having a sepa-
rate info file_ This would reduce confusion and
speed certain operations up. (System7)

° H E L L
•  Institute '  as the default wildcard character
instead of 4*?_ (MS-DOS)

to-
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LACILITIES
II Create an ARexx interlace for
Workbench itself, possibly with a macro
recorder to make systemwide repetitive
actions more simple (QuicKeys)

•  Ensure that the system file requester
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m a d e  w i t h  m e n u  i te m s  t o  r e n a m e  a n d
d e l e te  ti l e s

ULTIVIEW_
•  Add a new drawer in DEVS: for
added tools to use in Multiview, like
video or sound digitisers. If Multiview
is made into an UrApp (the basis for
other applications) then it can be built
up into a powerful multimedia tool,

•  Change the sound datatype for
Multiview so that it includes a scalable
view of the sample and the ability to
position the cursor anywhere in the
sample and add playback gadgets like
any normal sample player.

•  Change Multiview so that not only
can datatyped files be saved as their
IFF equivalents, but also as any other
format. Incorporate copy and paste in
Multiview.

•  Make Multiview HTML compatible
with appropriate navigation tools (this
would also mean adding the ability to
have inlined images in a Multiview
document) with a view to replacing
AmigaGuide with HTML Change the
way datatypes work so that they too
no longer rely on there being Chip
RAM to play with

•  Also make them resolution and
colour independent so that people
with 24-bit displays won't need to use
a different file viewer.

This will require a systemwide
dithering tool which should be
extremely fast and available to any
program that requires it. This will also
increase the memory overhead for
machine operation so it should not be
available on machines with low
RAM. (These machines should not
be allowed to use 24-bit displays at !
all)

all=1111•1111•11MN

offers the options of creating new directo-
ries, deleting files and renaming them.
(MR)

•  Create a systemwide trmhcan that sits
on the Workbench rather than having a
trashcan for each individual disk
(System 7)

•  Add a system tools menu. (System7,
ToolsDaemon)

•  Add a systemwide titlebar clock
(ritleClock)

•  Stop people fiddling around with the
Shell so much and add a GUI for the
editing of the user-startup so that people
don't have to type in instructions
they may not feel comfortable with
(assignprefs)

HARDWARE
ACHINE FEATURES

•  Incorporate the PCI bus into future Amigas in preparation for a complete
changeover to PCI in future machines.

•  Add user-accessible SIMM sockets to all machines and make sure they can
take a wider variety of SiMMs than current machines. If possible, allow mixing
and matching of memory types (i.e. a mix of I Mb and 4Mb SIMMs in one
machine)

•  Consider ditching the Amiga's custom chipset and going for emulation of it in
a modular VGA-type system which can be painlessly upgraded to offer better
features such as 24-bit screens, 31) graphics manipulation and faster window
updates

•  Add an internal speaker which can be controlled from a sound preferences
program to make sure that any Amiga can have sound of some sort with any
monitor.

•  Return to a hardware flicker fixer necessary) to ensure compatibility with all
monitor types

As said in the intro , Amiga Technologies have their work
cut out for them But Apple have managed the transfer to
the PoweiPC chip admirably, if not fully efficiently. All the
things that made the Amiga great even as recently as five
years ago are increasingly liabilities and things like the
custom chipset and Workbench are woefully out of date

Amiga Technologies have restarted the developer sup-
port program that was one of Commodore's beta features
and are actively recruiting developers that have moved to
other platforms, or who have never programmed for the
Amiga to come onto their new platform, so, with luck the
software situation should improve dramatically — but it
needs to get better in the right way.

One of the biggest problems lacing Amiga rechnokgies
is the fact that the Amiga is in almost as bad a position PR-
wise as Skoda and Leda are in the motor car industry.
Pep* with experience of computer platforms other than
the Amiga look down on our machine as a games comput-

CONCLUSIONS
er, an impression cultivated in this country by Commodore
circa Steve Franklin. A sea change has been long overdue,
and can only be resolved with a long-term publicity drive.

Like Skoda, the Amiga is now seen as the cheap end of
the market with nothing going for it other than its price
The fact that you don't have to buy a monitor or hard drive
for it is not an advantage; people will happily buy a moni-
tor and a hard drive when they upgrade to a PC (a serious
computer). But the PC won't be the competition for the
Amiga in the next few years, it will be the Mac With Apple
agreeing licensing deals with companies all over the workt
the Mac is the ideal replacement for the Amiga, much more
so than the PC but is not well-known enough yet

As a dedicated Amiga owner who has spent a great deal
of time„, effort and money on his computer system, I wish
Amiga Technologies all the best and hope that at least
some of my suggestions will be implemented for what
believe would be a world-beating Workbench.
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Tools C r a e m on a l l o w s  y o u  to
a dd  a s  m a n y  n e w  m e n u s  to
W o r k b e n c h  a s  s p a c e  w i t i  a l l o w

Increase the amount of options for
disabled people, induding changing the
mouse buttons over for left-handed
users and a built-in magnifying glass.
The options to change font style and size
are splendid and are not offered by
many other operating systems

•  Include some kind of system manager
in WB so that programs which have
failed can have their processes, screens,
and windows shut down (and memory

,
fynk •

freed if possible). This should be are
automatic process, but there should be a
user interface for expert users.

•  Extend exchanges abilities (more hkel
the MUI Exchange).

•  Extend GadTools to allow user
definable/selectable gadget outlines.

•  Add a screengrab function systemwide
that will deal with any screentype
l(especially handy for us journos).
(System7)

ICKSTART
orIII Incorporate features like filename completi

and a scrollback history into kickstart so that the
shell may have them even when started with no
startup-sequence or user-startup.

1111 Extend the Early Boot screen to include
WBStartup programs and device drivers, so that
they may be disabled where necessary, and, at the!
very least, allow a mouse button or key press tol
disable the WBStanup drawer without having to

•rename it

•  Make sure the Amiga can he booted from a CD_
1

Elf Kickstart can be put onto a flash ROM it cou
be updated through software, saving the mate
cost and effort of having to send out ne
ROMs each time Workbench hits a mai
revision.
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n the 2 November at the Toaster
Expo, Amig a  Technologies
announced that the processor to

used by the next range of
Amiga computers will be the PowerPC
MPC604 processor. For most people the fact
that new Amigas will be powered by a
PowerPC processor was no real surprise, the
choice of the MPC604, however, was a little
surprising.

Released just before the end of 1994, the
MPC604 is a new processor design, and
running at a 100Mhz delivers over ten times
the processing power of an A4000/040. This
sort of power will give a Silicon Graphics
Indigo 2 a run for its money.

RISC design is the key to the MPC604
speed, a simplified instruction set allows
engineers to optimise the processor design
and therefore get instruction processed in
the minimum amount of time. With the CPU
split into separate processing sections, the
MPC604 is capable of executing multiple
instructions simultaneously, in fact up to six
separate instructions can be dispatched and
executed in one clock cycle.

With three integer units, a floating point
unit capable of executing a double precision
instruction in a single clock cycle, and an
advanced dynamic branch prediction unit
along with a load/store unit, the 604 packs
a lot into a single chip.

All these sections work independently

AMIGA COMPUTING
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Iron one another, with the load/store unit
helping to co-ordinate instructions run out
of sequence, buffering early results and
instructions until they are ready to be
moved into registers.

The 604 comes with two I 6Kb caches for
instructions and data. This is eight times
larger than the 040's copy back cache and

Jargonb o x
The one Otte probkna nthenit  comes to
COMPOW5 i5 the huge number of bioin
numbingly complex terms that get
throsim about the prolific abelery of c
ornputer engineers to invent and give
birto to new wo,th and ocronyms con
have even the most hardened techy's
faces glazing over m confusion and
bewilderment

If you are having problems ander-
stanchng wbot some c if the terrns and
acronyms mean here rs a short de
501
P*
tion of some of the more important
ones
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dock twit  Otis allows the proCeSSOr5
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MPC604 processor

Complex instruction Set
Computer Ms  describes a processor
which has been designed to pat as
rod, 0extb4ty In the irlstruction set so

iarge number of instrucOons are
able. CISC instructions con take many
dock cycles to r im&  ,as opposed to
RISC inseurbons

; c o n v e r o c n o l  processors co
only execute a single instruction at o
time During this bine the pthansor has
to *x i out bsthat the instruction 5whet
it is clang and what it is dosna it to,
before the roseuctich can be ereciritw:t

One at the ErSI things introduced
into RISC design was ppefoing. A basic
pipeline acts as a simple butler, pre-
fetching instructions for the processm
so when the processor won's another
msluictron it can get tt rowdy

More complex ppe tines actually
decode and process instructions.
Therefore gistead of rsr having a yn-
gie bstruchon being litifiteff on 14
, t h e

allows the processor much quicker access
to recently used data and instruction, there-
fore giving a considerable speed advantage_

They also allow what is known as cache
'snooping.' As the 604 is designed to be
used in multi-processor systems, data in
each of the processors must be kept coher-
ent, otherwise you would get errors crop-
ping up in results, and when errors occur
your looking at a system crash.

There has been no word from Amiga
Technologies whether any future Amiga

,t , SuperScafar processor
has been designed with mote than one
pipeline. This ohows ir to process
insauctons in para/lef Of at the some
&the Ths is not Me some as iipipelth4
as a SuperScalor processor can hove
nVny pipelines processing
. a t  t h e  
s a m e
erne

The AfPC60.1 has three pipeAnes,
integer wat a lloomg pant tint and a
branch unit so it con execute up to
three ostrucan at the same ante while
the 604 has six pipe hoes onowng
six i ns tr uc tions  t o  b e  e x e c u te d

simcdtareeousk

processor. this pipefining actually Aets
you have a number of n)strucharrs
teog processed

This sphIS the processing of instnA%
twos way sections, h e On g  to  gieody
)novose the speed al RtSC procrlsoes -
therefore a number of instructions can
be worked on with the minimum of
delay



"Currently, Amiga
Technologies are
understandably hesitant
about commenting on what
a future RISC Amiga will be
like"
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will be multi-processor. Such a system
would have huge advantages over current
systems, and considering that the P6 will
have been out for a while by 1997, having a
multi-processor design would allow the
Amiga to stay ahead of the pack.

Currently, Amiga Technologies are under-
standably hesitant about commenting on
what a future RISC Amiga will be like the ir
announcement at the Toaster Expo simply
stating that we will see a Power Amiga in
the fiNt quarter of 1997. This will be a high.
end system with  a  n e w version o f
AmigaDOS that should finally see network
and memory management added as
standard.

SYSTEM VARIANCE
You should then expect to see entry and mid
range systems appear after this initial launch. It
even looks like the low-end systems will be
604 equipped. I did have a few reservations
about this because the 604 is still a little
expensive and the 601 or 603 may have been
used instead, as these are completely compati-
ble with the 604 and still provide Pentium
trouncing power but at a lower price. It does
seem, however, that the 604 could be used
throughout the range, because a larger volume
could be bought, and therefore reduce the
overall price.

In conjunction with Phase 5, a PowerPC
board is also planned for late 1996, which will
plug into your A4000/3000 and an Al200 ver•
sion is planned as well, letting you get early
access to all this power at an early stage. A big

O W E R  P C  H I S T O R Y
Bock in the middle of 1991 IBM, Motorola and Apple
got together to decide on a new processor architec-
ture that would be used to power future desktop com-
puter systems.

Each company had their own motivations -  IBM
wanted a new processor line to replace their ageing
POWER multiprocessor system, which is used in their
desktop machines; Apple was looking for a RISC
processor they could use to replace the terminated
680x0 line; and Motorola needed a new mass market
processor line. With the end of their 680x0 line, and
the fact that Apple were not looking interested in their
88000 RISC, they decided to take the chance and
lump in with IBM and Apple in producing the new
PowerPC chips.

So in July 1991 the PowerPC processor architecture
was revealed. As IBM wanted to keep compatibility
with their range of current desktop, the instruction set

advantage of doing this is that it will allow
developers to get into gear and produce native
PowerPC versions of their programs.

In fact, it appears that a developers-only
board could be ready as soon as the end of
January, along with a cross compiler. This
would allow developers to start porting their
programs and produce new ones in readiness
for the release of the PowerPC accelerator
board, and when the new Power Amiga finally
arrives, there should be a good selection of
native utilities and games ready and waiting for
the buying public.

It looks like 1996 could see the Amiga cata-
pulted into the fast lane, and finally being able
to take on top-of-the-range Pentiums head to
head for raw processing power. Just imagine
Workbench, which currently runs very nicely on
your old Al200, having access to a PowerPC
My conservative estimates put a PowerPC-dri-
ven A4000 to be running around 12 times as
fast. Your humble Al200 could scorch along at
140 times the speed, and for you poor old
A2000 owners, how does running Imagine at
around 300 times the processing power
soundl

Jargonb o x
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was based on a cut-down version of their POWER
architecture, with 38 instructions dropped to cut the
cost of design and production.

With PowerPC processors lined up to appear in
everything from laptops to mainframes, the initial
design goals called for a range of processors that
could accommodate the different parts of the market.

R E LE A S E S
The first PowerPC processor to be released was the
MPC601 back in 1993. Aimed for mid-range comput-
ers, the 601 provided Pentium power at around half
the price. These were quickly snapped up by Apple for
use in their first range of PowerPC-powered Macs.

Towards the end of 1994 the MPC603 became
available. Sporting a new caching system and an
improved fabrication, the 603 provided a slightly
improved performance over the original 601, but with

A M I G A  C O M P U T I N G
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tiny power consumption. This was perfect for use in
those PowerBooks that Apple users love so much.

The MPC604 quickly followed, lust sneaking
out before the end of 1994. With new pipelining,
an improved superscalar design, larger cache,
and higher clock rates, the 604 provides a large
improvement over the previous PowerPC processors.

There is a fourth design being worked on by IBM
called the 620. This is meant to be a top-of-the-range
Alpha crushing design, aimed squarely at the high-
end and mainframe community. Unfortunately, the
current benchmarks being released by IBM are not
too encouraging, placing the 620 firmly at the bottom
of the mainframe league, and only slightly ahead of
its younger brother the 604. Rumours are circulating
that IBM might not even bother using it in their s -
tems. Perhaps a radical crank in processor speed w7I1
see the 620 back in contention.

•--
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As a dedicated Amiga
user (I own an A2000,
an A3000 and  a

CD32) I read a lot of
magazines and keep back

issues. Every now and then I pick up one of
the older mags and re-read it And yesterday
I picked up an Amiga Computing from
December 1989 and saw an ad from Silica.
This ad shows an unexpanded A500 which
could be yours for E399. And we're only talk-
ing about a simple A500 with Kickstart 1.3,
512K of RAM and a humble 68000 proces-
sor. This was a price we all paid without
complaining and I dare say loads of current
Amiga users started off with this machine.

Now it's 1995. Six years later. Silica had
an ad in the November 1995 issue of Amigo
Computing offering an oh so beautiful
Al200 at exactly the same price as the MOO
in the previous ad. But this machine offers a
much better processor (68020)
4 m o r e  R A M(2Mb), more expandability, 32-bit technolo-
gy. Kickstart 3.1, bags of colours, and a really
good software bundle.

So I don't understand all the complaints. I
agree with the fact that personal computers
are falling in price, but bear in mind that
those specifications are not as massive as
they seem. I know many Amiga users who
love the idea of having 4Mb RAM in their
machines, but settling for a 4Mb PC means a
really poor PC. Not really able to multitask
(Windows 95 needs at least 8Mb RAM to run
WordPerfect 6.0 and a really small game), a
pain in the neck when it comes to user-
friendliness, and that nice PC salesman who
smiles as he offers you a free 200Mb hard
drive isn't being that friendly - the disk will
be full within two or three weeks.

I agree that the good old A4000T is too
expensive, but look at its specifications
(68040/25, 2Mb Chip, 4Mb Fast, Kickstart
3.1, bags of colours, 1.2Gb SCSI hard drive,
SCSI controller and the tower case) and it
doesn't seem so expensive. Just remember
the old days (back to 1989) when a humble
A2000 would set you back a massive El 259
with 1Mb RAM, Kickstart 1.3 and a 68000. To
get it up and running you needed at least a
RAM expansion to get it to 1Mb Chip and
2Mb fast, you needed an A2091 SCSI con-
troller card and if you wanted that size hard
drive it would set you back an awful lot of

My large tVolga software collection includes many ancient mo n e y.  Is this true or have i been told a pack of lies about
games like 'Empire -  Wargame of the Century', 'Aaarghl', t h e i r  true worth?
'Kampfgruppe' and 'Battle Tech'. I've completed them all D a v i d  O'Conner, South Yorkshire
and they are now just sitting on my shelves gathering dust.
This is a real shame because all are in mint condition with I  think your friend has been pulling your leg. While
their original boxes and instructions still in tact. s o m e  of your games might be considered classics, I

A good friend has since told me that old games in such t h i n k  it unlikely that people would want to pay large
great condition can fetch up to E50 each it resold to other s u m s  of money for them.
Amiga software collectors because they are so rare. Many H o w e v e r ,  if you keep them for, say, 40 or 50 years,
of them, I'm sure, cannot be found in shops and may have t h e n  they might be worth as much as some Dinky toys
even been permanently deleted from the relevant compa- a r e  now to the right person. By the way, Empire, what a
flies' product lines, so they should be worth quite a bit of g a me !
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Ithis month's letter-filled mailbag

money. I'm sure it would even exceed the
A4000T price of E2199.

I'm not saying the A4000T is a gift ft really
is a lot of money, but I think that people in
business would pay it. For example, take the
great 3D modeller Real 3D. The PC version
of this product costs around E800. Add to
this the cost of a PC with at least 16Mb RAM
and I think you will agree, the A4000T is
worth considering. Don't forget that the
Amiga really multitasks and in less RAM than
a PC, and RAM makes machines expensive.

L A U G H
Windows 95 looks good, but is actually
worse to use than Workbench 1.3. Just laugh
at all your PC-owning friends. Ask them what
they have paid to be able to connect their PC
to a video, then tell them what an Amiga to
KART cable costs. Just ask them the price
they paid for their soundblaster and turn on
your machine and play an eight track MED
song while saying that the Amiga doesn't
need anything to be able to make music.
Show what your computer can do, show
them the excellent document publishers, the
awesome drawing tools, the perfect music
programs. But don't just show them, let
them use your machine and see how easy
it is.

So, Amiga users -  stop crying and start

AMI G A CO MP UTI NG
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

Keep
those letters

coming! If you
can't be

bothered to find
a bit of paper and a stamp,
why not e-mail us? Simply

point your mailer to:
ESP@acomp.demon.cauk

There's a E50 pound prize for the
best letter printed as an incentive

buying. Show Escorn they were right to buy
Commodore. Show the world that the Amiga
is capable of things the PC is only just start-
ing to do. Show them that we were multi-
tasking when they were still looking at green
screens. Show them that multimedia was
invented in the '80s, not the 90's, and take
out your Amiga magazines. Read them on
the bus, on the train, in the park, and let
them see the name of our computer.

Bert Volders, Den Andel, Netherlands

The crowd roars with approval! Bert, have
you ever thought of going into politics?
That last bit was definitely reminiscent of
the "...We will fight them on the beach-
es..." speech by Churchill. What you say is
quite correct. I, for one, was quite disap-
pointed when I learned of Escom's pricing
policy for both machines, but, on reflec-
tion, you are still getting one hell of a
bang for your buck.

Everybody always compares Amiga
hardware pricing directly with PC hard-
ware pricing, but as you say, the hardware
is only the start of it. When it comes down
to it, the machine you buy should reflect
what you want to do with it. The Amiga is
also in the enviable position where,
thanks to hardware like Emplant and soft-
ware like ShapeShifter, it can emulate
other machines and provide the best of all
possible worlds. I hope you can get some-
thing for your Amiga with the E50 prize
that should be winging its way to you
shortly.
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ADD-ONS
After reading most of the Amiga magazines
over the last year or so it has become obvi-
ous that if you want add-ons for your
machine but don't own an Al200 or high-
er, you are not important. All peripherals
seem to be carried out on an Al200. There
are a lot of A600 owners about and I'm
sure that I am not the only one who looks
to the press when looking for peripherals,
but how do I know how, or even if, they
will perform on my A6001 For instance,
another magazine tested the HiQ multime-
dia Powerstation, but on an Al200, even
though the A600 also has a PCMCIA slot.

lust to be different, why not review
peripherals on all compatible machines list-
ing any problems that might occur with
those that are not hooked up for the test.
That way you won't end up with a maga-
zine called AMIGA COMPUTING IF YOU
HAVE AN Al200 OR A4000,

I am very happy with my set up (A600,
2Mb RAM, external floppy drive, Citizen
ABC printer) and I will expand this one
piece at a time as funds allow. Anyway,
while I have your attention, I was reading
the December issue of Amigo Computing
and came across an advert from Gasteiner
which included an A600 accelerator. Can
you please tell me if this is ever going to be
reviewed in Amiga Computing? Finally, will
the HiQ Powerstation with CD-ROM actual-
ly work on an A600 and if so, with what
limitations.

Adrian A Taylor, Staines

11

I am glad you are happy with your A600.
In these fast-moving times, it sometimes
pays to remember that we should each
have a machine that suits our needs and
a lot of people don't actually need a
40001, graphics card and VLab Motion.
As for what you are saying about the
lack of A600 information in our reviews,
I think we have to be careful. If a prod-
uct will definitely only work with one
particular type of Amiga then we will
say so in our product box at the end of
every review, otherwise you can pretty
much fi gur e  o n  i t  wor ki ng w i t h
any machine as long as i t fulfils the
rest of the criteria laid down in the
aforementioned box.

It isn't always possible for magazines
to review a product on every machine
that has ever come out, we tend to
restrict it to the machines we have up
and running (which 9till includes a 4000.
1200, 3000, 3000T and 2000) because
there just isn't the time in our hectic
schedule. If a product looks suitable for
use on your A600, why not speak to the
people who sent it to us for review? They
are going to know just as much as we
are likely to be able to tell you, and I
would hope that they would know more.
illy the way, have a look in this issue for
that A600 accelerator reviem.

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

LILL MOTION AMIGA
I am seriously thinking of buying a new Amiga 1200 with hard drive. At the moment I
CO32 with DAV cartridge. Will 1 be able to connect my CD32 to the Amiga 1200 and stal
able to run CD32 software? Also, will I be able to run normal Amiga CD-ROM software this
Would I be better off selling my CD32 and buying a new CD-ROM drive (will I be able to buy
Mpeg card so I can run Video CDs and Photo CDs?).

Thank you for your excellent magazine and keep up the good work.
Mr S Bhogal B

If you were to buy an Al200, it might be better for you to stay with the CD32 for now. Y
will be able to conned the two machines using a serial cable and the software SERniet.
This will allow you to access data CDs like the Aminet CDs, but not program CDs. Howevet
you will still be able to use the CO32 as it stands, so you will be able to run programs CDs
on that.

If you do decide to ditch the CD32, your best bet would be to buy a CD-ROM drive the
comes with a Squirrel interface. If you do, then, when HiSoft's new Mpeg expansion comes
out, you will be able to plug that into your CD-ROM drive,

ZEW YEAR, NEW MACHINE?
I wonder if  you can help me out. I have
owned an Amiga 500 since 1988 and am
content with it. However, my internal disk
drive is going Out and the 1084 monitor
flicks to black occasionally, so I would like to
upgrade to a new system. The problem is, I
need to do things that my old 500, as config-
ured, won't do, and I only have so much
money.

Now, what with Windows 95, I've been
looking closely at a Pentium system and
been studying how they work, realising the
dvantages of things like 'EDO' RAM and
ipeline-burst cache' as compared to the

486. What I don't know is what it all means
in comparison to the Amiga. Even so, I am
awfully tempted to  buy one o f  those
Pentiums.

However, I like to consider myself a loyal
Amiga man and would prefer to  stay
with that machine. So what can I get for less
than $3000 that will enable me to do the
following things?
•  Hook into the Internet
•  Communicate with the IBM world; read
and write their disks, send e-mail, etc.
•  Translate Deluxe Paint and Kindwords files
to the Windows OS
•  Capture full frame motion video from a
variety of sources including S-VHS and Out-
put same
•  Let us use our existing hardware, mainly a
ProGen genlock
•  And, of course, all the usual things like a
CD-ROM drive and a monitor with a little
propeller on top that turns when it heats up.
Get the idea?

The main uses for the computer that we
have are to publish our science-fiction
fanzine dedicated to the work of Philip K
Dick, and to output video straight to tape for
broadcast on Public Access TV and straight to
VHS. We also use the Amiga for general word
processing and games, but we plan on mov-
ing our act online so will need to open cer-
tain of our files to public scrutiny as well as
present a pleasant image.

So, can you suggest an Amiga setup that
will let me do all this for less than $3000?

Dave Hyde, Kokomo, USA

So, Dave, you want to buy a new Amiga
I'm going to have to go by UK pricing fot
this answer, but I reckon we can build you
quite a nice machine for 53000. Probably
your best bet, given you' requirements,
would be to buy a second-hand A3000.
Don't go for a 16MHz machine, you should
be able to get a 25MHz  machine for
around 5 9 5 0  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  6 M b
RAM. This leaves you with enough
cash to  choose your next purchases
carefully.

You could buy a graphics card and big
monitor or, alternatively, you might want
to buy a Vtab Motion. The Vlab Motion
will allow you to capture live video at
30Ips and play it back direct from a SCSI
hard drive. You can add audio capabilities
to the system with the Toccata card -  the
pair cost around E1500 or 2400 bucks, but
you would have near-broadcast quality,
non-l inear video editing.  The closest
equivalent on the PC, I  am told,  is a
product which costs somewhere neat
56000.

You will also be able to upgrade the
Workbench on the 3000 to 3.1 which
would give you the ability to read and
write PC floppy disks, and, if you're lucky.
you might actually get an A3000 that
comes with a high density floppy - quite a
few in the States do. As for your word
processor and paint package files, you can
save Kindwords files out as ASCII, and
DPaint files will need to be translated
through a different package. but there is
so much shareware out there to do the
job, you shouldn't have to spend any
further cash on the job.

As for the Internet side of things, nearly
all the software you need for the Amiga is
free or shareware, so you shouldn't have
too many problems with that either. My
modem recommendation would be the US
Robotics Courier v.everything one that
most Internet providers use.

Finally, it sounds as i f what you want
to do can still be best done on an Amiga,
so you'll still be better off sticking with
Amigos whatever you choose to do.
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Emplant - Macintosh and PC emulations.
nt can be  used with a ny accelerated Zorro based Amiga . With Macintosh and PC emulation

les. Emplard is the Amiga a  only all-in-one emulation solution.

maim Emulation Module

A full *generic Macintosh with the speed dependent upon your processor
An A3000 is equivaent to a MAC Ilci An  A4000 is equivalent to a Cuadra 900
Support for up to 16 colours triori-AGAI, 256 colours (AGA)°,  up to 24 01 COlOurS uSing
thire party video boards such as Picasso II CyberVision. Piccolo SD64 Retina etc.
Built in intelligent multiple rile transfer tor transters between the Amiga and MAC
Support for AmigaDOS devices, CD ROM, direct Scanning. MIDI, SyQuest, Printers,
Modems etc. Total compatibility through on-board SCSI interface (Option B and Deluxe).
Full 8 -bit stereo sound. Requires Macintosh a lba  Icx/SE30 256K ROMs (not supplied)
SupoorIs all noopy Formats (Even 800K Mac drives with additional AM1A interface)

We ar Seven • Ermine  W a n

•

t sioLANT BASIC E 2 3 9 . 9 5
IIPLANT OPTION A (APPLETALK/SERIAL)

I %M UNI  OPTION B (SCSI INTERFACE)
IMPLANT DELUXE (APPLETALK a  SCSI)
leaDDX/SX PC MODULE I S
PC BIOS (AMIBIOS) FOR e51360X. sold alone
4 1
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MainActor Broadcast
la a ina ctor Bro a d ca st  is a  comple te ly ne w
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Over 20 Load/Save modules (AVI . BMP. DL,
FLI, FLC
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PCX_ Quicklime I  with AVI Quicklime  and
R EG support up to 24-bit.
Index file for raster reloading of animations and
Playback from Hard Drive
Support for any graphics card for 24-be as well
as standard Amiga screenmodes
Effects modules to apply effects directly into
the animation (Text, Scroll, Scale, Rotate_.)
1
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n il compressed lOctaMed. SM3I in 13 and 16
voices.
30inevg, Convert_ Spill animations and
autoswitch to optimal colour depth
ARE XX-Port for external control and
UacroSystems murtipichbrary support

imiNACTOR BROADCAST E 1 7 9 . 9 5
sAiNACTOR PROFESSIONAL E  49.95

Picasso II Standard
1Mb
2Mb

Picasso T V P a i n t  2.0
1Mb
2Mb

Picasso I I  Crea tivity
2Mb

Picasso II Creativity Plus
2Mb

Picasso II MuleMectia

2Mb
Picasso II MultiMedia Plus

2Mb
CyberGraphX Software

etitte

E279.95
E279.95
E299.95
E1011.95
E 10.00
E 89.95

Picasso II Bundles

e6860X/SX Emulation Module

MDA.CGA. EGA, VGA, SVGA video
modes (AGA is required for
VGA/SVGA
Sound. Floppy drrves. AmigaDOS
partitions, Extended Memory arid more
Print tram Windows or DOS via Amiga
parallel port.
Use CD ROM drive with any Amiga
sided C D  ROM drive
We run programs that require greater
than a 286 processor
Comes with both DX (FPU) and SX (no
M U) versions and 486 PC BIOS.

Liana
Liana is the ideal solution o r  a  quick. e a sy ye t
efficient connection between a ny two Amiga ' a.
Simply plug the special cable into the parallel port
and install the Envoy software The  software offers
FiteSystem import and export, network printing and
multi-use; support. The  Liana network driver is
completely SANAA compatible

LIANA E  59.95

Ariadne
A r la dne  oi le r s  a  s .mpir i b u t e ite c tiv e  N e twor k
solution for any Zorn) based Amiga

Two extra parallel ports.
The industry standard software solution Envoy
10Base-2 (Thin ettiernet, coax cabiel arid
10Base•T (Twisted pair. western mckell
Socicet for a boot ROM and 32Kb CPU cache_
SANA•11 compatible driver for ethernet arid
parallel port.

ARIADNE E 2 1 9 . 9 5

ASSO II i s  the leading graphics card tor any  Zorn) based Amiga. The Workbench
,i j l a t , o n  otters 256 colours, even on non-AGA machines (Requires 0S3 1) at resolutions up to

0x1280. Choose colour depths including HiCotour (16 bit) and True Colour (24 bit). No
•r•Np RAM limitations' and an in-built Amiga video pass-itrough mattes Picasso l i
t h e  b e s tu lue  graphics card around!

Enhance your choices, we have a variety of excellent bundles. offering fantastic value
,

Includes TVPaint Junior, MainActor, Viewers etc.

As the Standard pack but with TVPaint 2.0.

As the Standard pack but with PhotoGenics 2.1

As Creativity pack but includes full CyberGraphics

As the Standard pack but with Pablo Video
Encoder and MainActor Professional,

As the MultiMedia pack but with MainActorBroadast

Full release for all graphics boards

01908 261466
01908 261477
01908 261488
01908 261499

urciers
Technical
Fax
BBS

£219.95
£249.95

£369.85
E399.95

£289.95

£309.95 PABLO is the Video Encoder option for Picasso IL
emending it  with two additional video ports, one
standard Composite Sync Signal, and one S-VHS

E349.95 ( V - C )  compatible port. All PAL compatible video
devices Can be  plugged into Pa blo. such a s a
colour TV or a video recorder.E52915
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Milton Keynes. MK8 OER. UK.

0S3.1 1
1 . 1 1Now ava ilable  for AN Y Amiga

,  T h e  f u l l  
E s c o m
licensed 053 .1  pa cks will bring your Amiga up to
the very latest operating system 0 S3 .1  is more
alliCtent. offers more  leatures and is becoming
necessary for many high end applications.

AMIGA
OS 3.1

0S3.1 A 500/600/1500/2000
0531 Al2 0 0
OS3.1 A3000
083.1 A4000

AmiTCP
A m I T C P  7
,
1 &  
M t 3 ,
5 1  
[ i o
p u l
a r

imolementatiOn ter  the  Am iga

£69.95
E99,95
E99.95
E99.95

TCP IIP

Connect your Amiga to heterogeneous
networks and the Internet
Supports Network-Fae-System it-IFSI as a ce nt
Uses SANA•II irderfaCe
Optimised version for 88020. CPU included
Full English manual
Additional applications - FI P. TIMM. Pah alc.

AmITCP t  N .

ATAPO C D F A I I =
The novo A I A P
,
C a c h e  
-  
p a c k
a g e  
o f f
e r s

excellent facilities 00. yOur A4000. Al200  or A800
Use an ATAPI CD-ROM dnve with the A4000
Al200 or A600 IDE coatroom
The Alapidevice M able lo support trot° 4 units
with the A4000 and Al200  (riot A6001 With an
additional sOeCial C l .  This may De up to two
hard-disks or any mentor of C O
-
R o m s
This effectively adds a smooncr Fully
operational I D E ROO 10 MS * Olen
,CacheCDFS, excellent CDFaieSystern software.
PlayCD (audio) sod CO32-Emulator

ATARI + Cache C M S +C1332 E  49.95
ATA PI Software + 4-Way Cable A4000 E  59.95
ATA PI Software •  4-Way Cable AI200 ( 7 4 . 9 5

Amiga ernputers
kMiGA

We can supply the tug range of machines at the
best possible orces C M  for availability

A4000/40 6 8 0 4 0  Processor at 25MHz
2Mb O w  RAM, 4/Ab Fast RAM
I 2 0 0  S C S I
,
I l  
H a r d  
D a r
e

Shipped with SCALA MM-300
E2099-95

A4000/60 . 5 8 0 6 0  Processor al SOMHz.
2MD Chip RAM, 4P/11) FaM RAM.

Fast SCSI-11 Hard Drive.
Snapped with SCALA MM-300

E2399.95

Al200 6 8 0 2 0  PrOoaSSOr at 14MHZ
2/ilb Chip RAM

A I 200H D 6 9 0 2 1 3  Processor at 14MHz
2
1
.
1
0  
C
h
i
p  
R
A
M

170Mb Hard Drive.

Boat PrIcos on r: n i t r e s  Go
,

E31119..95

E479.95

Pablo Video Encoder /

E 3 4 .9 5  P A B L O  VIDEO ENCODER E 1 1 9 . 9 5
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World Construction Set -

Word Ccnstruclion Set is a  3-D le ira in moo..
and a nima tion program tha t offe rs Unlin • •
flexibility and control WC S provides a  ivealln
solutions, whether you are creating for video. prir
media. commercial or scienMic applications, or ki5
for fun.

Key-framed animation, colour-mapping. unlimite
scene size, detailed ecosystem control, interactm
GUI and many other features

wC s s Friendly design makes it  e a sy to creati
scenes with just the view you want Y o u  can wor
in multiple windows to lay out motion paths. adjus
colours and modify ecosystems a ll a t M e  Sa m
time Camera View shows a wire frame rendering c
the scene of any animation frame. So lid  shadec
ecosystem diagnostic and animation previews ca
also be  generated. Camera  position and over 21
other attributes can be  se t interactively. H a ze
horizon, vie w arc, vertical exaggeration and au
position are Just a  few of them.

WCS requires OS 2 04 or greater. 4  Me RAM (8 M
recommended) Bo t h  68030 and 0 4 0  optimise.
versions are supplied

WORLD CONSTRUCTION SET 0 1 9 . 9
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The Double r 4000 5 0  M Hz 68040 acceleratc
delivers across-the-board speed increases tor a
applications and system functions translating into
significant productivity gain. This powerful "plug an
play' accelerator is 100% hardware and softwir

compatible. since it still uses
Motorola 68040 processor Th
Doubler 4000 includes an or
chip math co-processor, a n
will dramatically speed up an
application -  such e s renderin
- that depends on calculaboni
Sysinfo reports and increas
trom 1 8  7 6  M I P S  o f  t h
standard A4000 to 37.72 MIR

with the Doubler insta lled' An integra l coolin
system ensures that the Doubler 4000 runs coda
and more  re lia bly a t 5 0  M Hz than the  origin/
processor.

DOUBLE R 4000 50M liz  040 p " :  E 2 0 9 . 9 5.
,
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umn this month, and as I always
seem to find myself saying, it's
good to see that the uncertainty

over the Amiga's long-term future isn't
affecting things too badly at grass roots
level. To kick off things this month... m i
l

F X L A B  2 4
Programmed by: Rodrigo Reyes
Available from: Pixel Digital PD

0

GRIab 24 is another shareware image pro-
cessing package with a range of features
rivalling commercial market-leaders Image
FX and Art Department Pro.

French author Rodrigo Reyes has included
20 different effects ranging from the stan-
dard (crop, rotate, adjust brightness) to the
unusual (quake, whirl, disperse pixels). A
library of convolves can also be applied.

Other features include ARexx support for
the automation of tiresome image conver-
sions or similar processes, and support for a
wide range of image formats. GFXIab also
enables you to use a hard drive as virtual
memory, meaning not as much RAM is
required as with, for instance, ADPro.

If all this sounds a little familiar, that's
because ImageStudio 2.2, the latest version
of another popular shareware image proces-
sor, can do exactly the same things. So is
there any difference between them?

Well, my tests seem to suggest that
imageStudio has the edge in terms of speed
and file formats supported, and it's got a
more pleasant interface with floating
requesters, more progress bars, and so on.
However, GrXlab does boast some fancy
effects that ImageStudio does not currently
have, and it supports multiple 'banks or
screens.

At the end of the day therefore, whilst
ImageStudio still comes out on top, GFXIab
is a promising new challenger and a worthy
purchase. It costs 90 French Francs to regis-
ter_ Bear in mind that you could buy regis-
tered versions of both image processors, and
you'd still have shelled out only a fraction of
what it would cost to buy ADPro.

n  I t 's not much to look
at, but aFX1orb24 could
work wonde rs on your
image  co lle ct ion
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More h c s e
,low-priced

lovelies come
under Dave Cusick's critical eye...

t j  Pe rforming some  sim ple
e ffe cts is q u ick a nd

pa inle ss wit h  GIFX1ab24
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LT I M AT E  M A N A G E R 4 V 1
Programmed by: Craig Smith
Available from: Your Choice

Disk No: GA 599
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n  T o t a l I rre le va ncy issue
12, I n  fu ll four-colour glory

The twelfth issue of this popular disk maga-
zine includes three OctaMed modules for
your listening pleasure, and the usual range
of readable articles. There are musings on
the future of the Amiga, opinions on
OctaMed version 6, and anecdotes about the
trials of purchasing suitable loudspeakers. A

.
1Whilst it's over two years out of date in tern

of team information and it's certainly nal
Championship Manager, this is a great ga
lAC that football management fans will love.

Everything is included, horn training and team selection to ground improvements and pla
transfers. Real-life players are featured although the fact that these are not up-to-date (I
instance, Andy Cole is not at Manchester United.., actually, he's not even at Newcastle!) doe
detract from the things a little_

Presentation is unspectacular, with everything taking place against a hideous striped beck
ground, and practically no graphics throughout. But what's really important is the addictiveness
and as with so many other management games, Ultimate Manager is extremely engaging. It
,disks like this that can make magazine copy deadlines tricky to meet.

Matches are dealt with quite well. The game
clock ticks away rather quickly, but it can be
paused at any time to enable changes in team
tactics or the odd substitution. All matches tak-
ing place in that competition on that day are
shown on screen simultaneously, so you can
keep track of the progress your rivals are mak-
ing — a nice touch that even the king of the
management sims, Championship Manager,
doesn't boast.

The registered version of the program, cost-
ing E7.50 and available from the author,
includes a player and team editor, and is not
restricted in any way (this version only allows
you to play for two seasons). It's written in
Amos, too — but don't let that put you off.

n  U lt im a t e  M a na ge r e ve n include s a
comple te  ta ct ica l se ction,  wh ich  a llo ws
you to ta ilor •we rything,  right  down to  the
amount o f  a ggre ssion your te a m d isp la y
and the  se ve rity of your te a m t a lks

OTAL I R R E L E V A N C E  # 1 2
Produced by: The Official Med Users Gm;

Available from: Seasoft

review section includes assessments
Power Computing's CD-ROM drive and 4
range of PD music modules. There are a
the results of a competition which I wish r
known about in time to enter, because t
prizes are pretty impressive (hand scann
and LCD televisions, for instance).

For the truly dedicated OctaMed fana
(or the merely curious), there are even a
des recounting how several Med Us
Group members got started with track
music. Actually, to be honest this is proba
the least interesting section of an othe
fairly impressive magazine.

Even if the subject matter won't appeal
everyone, this is a well produced effort,
which it is clear a lot of time and energy
been invested.
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OUR F I R S T  P O N
Produced by: Greendell Technologies

Available from: Seasoft

Horses are expensive beasties to buy and
maintain, and caring for them requires a lot
of commitment and dedication. its helpful
then that such informative disks as this are
available.

Learn about choosing a pony, feeding and
grooming it, keeping it in good health, and
even protecting it against theft. Your First
Pony is a hyperbook product, combining
colourful (if a little grainy) pictures with text
to produce a bright, simple and effective
interface.

The colourful pages contain boxes of text
and images which, if clicked on, lead to
other parts of this non-linear book. This sort
of design is employed in many educational
products these days, including Greendell
Technologies' o w n  S p i t fi re  a n d
Messersch mitt disks (reviewed in issue 90).

The latest version of a product which first
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n  in n o ce n t  unsuspe cting PO re vie we rs (such a s
yours tru ly)  cou ld  soon be  inunda te d with
diskma gs -  a nd I t w ill  a ll be  CIAIO's fa ult

DMC stands for Disk Mag Creator, and this Gold edi-
tion, available for E7.49 (including P&P), is capable of
producing some really impressive results. It's supplied
on two disks, one of which contains the actual program
and accompanying gubbins. whilst the second contains

Produced by: Anthony Whitaker
Available from: Roberta Smith DTP

The latest of the excellent Charley Cat animations, this
six-disk epic features our feline friend in a Wild West
adventure. As ever, the animation and sound are
superb and you could easily be forgiven for thinking
you were watching a cartoon on television.

Mr Whitaker thinks the animation should run on all
Al 200s. However, if you've got sufficient extra memory
and hard drive space I'd definitely recommend copying
all the disks onto a partition, making a few assigns, and
then running the animation from there. Running the
cartoon from a single floppy drive means plenty of disk
swapping and some lengthy loading times. It's really

•••• O n ,  •  Ge o  a
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NO ow PI a l  M a o  io
on, o l a  p p  1 1 3  b e

S wa b ,  n  I bod lo b rike e d ie

111 f a  OW

n  I f  you t ire  of  the  e duca tiona l a a pe ct of
Your F irst  Pony,  you ca n a lwa ys fo llow
these instruct ions,  loa d  up DPa inf a nd pla y
pin the  a cce ssorie s on the  pony. Gre a t fun
- we ll,  Andy M a ddock e njoye d it  a nywa y

appeared two or three years ago, your First
Pony has now been made shareware. If you
make regular use of it, you're asked to send
the princely sum of one pound to the
authors_

Programmed by: Andy Gibson I M
I M I I M
M

Available from: Fl licenceware

various helpful extras. Creating your own magazine is
basically a process of editing the various ASCII index
files on the first disk, and writing your own articles.
Fancy effects such as coloured text and embedded clip
art images can be incorporated using various special
codes in the text (a bit like the World Wide Web's
HTML codes, only simpler). It's also possible to create
split-screen articles, which are displayed in two
columns instead of a single column, and secret articles.
which can only be accessed by those who know a spe-
cial password.

As you'd expect, DMC supports fancy introductory
screens and lets you have ProTracker modules playing
in the background. However, an added bonus for those
keen on making their production look unique is the
option to redesign the user panel at the bottom of the
screen.

The extras on the second disk include some exam-
ples to help get you started, and a cruncher program
for compressing articles. Called CrunchMania, it's capa-
ble of compacting files to around 50 per cent of their
original size, which obviously means that a lot more
articles can be crammed onto a floppy. There's also a
really useful Article Tester. This can display files you've

H A R L E Y  C A T  1 2 :  C O W B O Y  C AT S

n  C h a rle y the  Ca t's ba ck fo r his
twe lfth a nima te d a dve nture

worth the effort of setting things up, because this is one
of the best animations I've seen in a long time. If you
like the cartoon (and I certainly think you will) then

n  T h i n k  u p  s o m e th i n g —  b a n k  a n d  hor s e
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want to h 7111U if you br i t1,
any prograin, s wiatever its purpose.
which you co wake worthy of review.
Whether it Oil be freely distributable
public domain, shareware or licence-
ware, if you feel Ws of sufficient quali-
ty to merit coverage then stick it in a
jiffy bag or pimAkm1 envelope and send
it in with aN haste Alibes10 Public
Sector receives too many ;Omissions
to over thole alt I premise Mot least
look at your work - eves if Ifs yet
another Lotter' props= or Itkmdike
cardset It does make my leis • lot eas-
ier though if disks are dead; labelled.
Please also Include a cover letter
detailing the dist ocontentioad price.
and giving sense basicdtiolions.
The magic addreos is:

Dove Cusick, PO s u b s o i s =
,
Amiga Computing, Medi
Adlington Pat* Macckstioki:
1SK 10 4NP

already crunched without the need to load the main
program. It can also convert single column files to split
screen format, and perform a few other effects which
might otherwise require considerable editing of the
original text file.

The whole package is supplied with a really useful
manual which demystifies the magazine creation
process. It's well written and highly informative, and
runs to 28 pages.

Why bother going to the trouble of writing your
own disk magazine engine when DMC is capable of
producing such excellent results?
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please send the two pounds shareware fee the author
is requesting, as this is the sort of production we
definitely want to see again in the future.



E I H E  C L I P  A R T  S L I D E  S H O W
Produced by: PD Power Th is is a slideshovv of 99 clip art images on one disk. The quality of

Available from: PD Power images ranges from excellent to pathetic and the subject matter veers
from cartoon characters (the Flintstones and other Hannah-Barbera
stars through to some Disney creations) to maps, and even

Christmassy stuff. The problem here is that there's no attempt to organise the images in any way.
They are presented one after another in no obvious order, so when images do catch your eye
you've got no idea what the file name is, or even whether its the only picture on that theme.
Looking at the disk directory later in the hope of some revealing file names will prove fruitless - the
images are numbered from COO to C98, so trying to actually put these pictures to practical use is
going to involve carefully going through the disk, renaming and reorganising the files after you've
viewed them.

Anyway, if you've got the time and the inclination to go to this sort of effort, this might be worth
getting hold of. It's not the only PD Clip An disk guilty of such lack of organisation (indeed, most of
them do!) but the fact that there are 98 other images here for that important one to hide amongst
can prove frustrating.

D G O L D  V O L U M E  1 Compiled by: VI 2-PD
Available from: VI 2-P0

IM
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Left avast t ist lit t  / t •  site t : 1 1

( )  Wo rm s -  co n y. M ASH . N ot  a t  a ll
like  Le mmings,  e ithe r. Honoot

Three top games on four disks for just two quid. Isn't PD
marvellous?

Here we have MASH, Nicky 2 and Chaneques. MASH is a
Wormz variant (or, according to the author, Wormz is a
MASH clone). One person can play against the computer,
or two chums can pit their wits against one another -
either way, the objective is to destroy your enemy's base.
At your disposal you have tanks and spuds, the latter being
small mobile ground troops with a wide range of weaponry
and abilities. MASH has decent graphics, passable sound,
and enough excitement to hold the attention for a while.

Then there's Nicky 2, which I'm sure used to be avail-
able commercially. This is a polished platformer with styl-
ish graphics and animation, suitably cheesy sound effects
and plenty of runny-jumpy-blasty gameplay. It's not going

( I  N o w  ma ny ga me s ca n  boa st
flying duck ride s? M icky 2  ca rd

n  I t s  a ll been se e n a nd done,
before,  but M icky 2  st ill impre sse s

to set the world on fire, but it's a bargain at this [nice and
will provide plenty of entertainment.

As for Chaneques, I can't really give a considered
assessment because I got completely stuck on only the
second level. Suffice it to say it's a platform puzzler which
is vaguely reminiscent of Lemmings. You control three
individual characters with differing abilities and have to
negotiate various screens, collecting objects by pushing
them into convenient extra-dimensional gateways. It's
bizarre, but it looks quite good - if only I could see what
lies beyond the second screen.

Anyway, VI 2-PD seem to think this package represents
pretty good value for money, and I'm inclined to agree
with them. They're selling their 2-disk catalogue for just
25p too.

n  C honoquos:
my bra in hurts

AMIGA COMPUTING
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A U N T E D  B Y  Y O U
Another lottery program, I'm afraid. Challenge Logic's Cop T.
Lot Pro has reached version 3.0, and the registered versio
complete with an attractive presentation box, costs a fiver. F
your money you get a database at numbers drawn so far, a f
predictor called Skeptic Skeav, a random number generat
and plenty of letters from people who are already using t
program. It's all nicely done, and apart from the irritating n
e eto disable CPU caches before running it on AGA machines, th
is one of the better predictor programs.

Finally, back in issue 92 I reviewed issue one of the Extre
Amos disk magazine, and stated that it can be obtained fro
public domain libraries around the country. In actual fact, it ca
only be obtained from Carl Drinkwater at the moment, an
cheques for El should be made out to him. Issue two is n
available as well.

SOMETHING
HOT IN

A COLD
( A l  IMTDV

Challenge Logic
31 Lindley Street, Mansti
Nottinghamshire NG18 19E

11
Carl Drinkwater

9 Eldercrolt Road, Timperley,
Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 7HT

Fi Licenceware
31 Wellington Road, D e v o n
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. P i xel  Digitakp
Unit 6, Laurel Business Centre, 1 5
4,••-, Laurel Road, Liverpool 1--

Tel: Olj-2%4017

•—  S e
f tUnit 3, Martell° Enterprise Centre.

Courtwick Lane, Littlehampton, West
Sussex EIN17
Tel: 01903 8503701v
,
•
1

Roberta Smith 141
0190 Falloden Way, Hampstead

Garden Suburb, London NW1 1 6JE
Tel: 01 81-455 1626

1112-PD
IPO Box 14, Louth, Lincolnshire 1N11

81F
Tel: 01507

Your Choice
39 lambton Road, Chorlton,

Manchester M21 OZt
Tel: 0161-881 8994

HA REWARE
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LSD CD I £ 1 4 . 9 5
LSD CD 2. 1 4 . 9 5
Light Rom £ 2 4 . 9 5
17 Bit Phase 4 f  14.95
Holiest 5 1 4 . 9 5
Denwmania I *  4.99
givx Sensationst 14.95
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Rowlandson Close,Leicester, Leicestershire. LE4 2SE
Telephone 0116 234 0682 F a x  0116 236 4932

Email sales@weirdscience.co.uk or tech@weirdscience.co.uk
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Speeey CD 2
19,95

The Assassins
Ultimate Games Volume 2

Compnses i f  hundreds i t  games tor  the ( 1) 11. M T V
and Anilga lunge of computers. A l l  o f  the ganvot, are
,icressed r ia  an easy t o  toe menu Sr4C111
[whaled o n  this  C D  are the  entire Assassins fl op r i

Links I  t o  250 , 61)  packed u ti l i ty  dis k s  and  w h e t
•anous gailic , dis k t, • a i t u ,  on the Assassins CD
'rOlutue 2 arc not repeated from h e  lin t  C l). bun are
all n e w  gamess s  ith i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  the  games
at.cevied l i m o  M e menu system. T h i s  C D  has been
tested on the CD32• CI)TV. /Alpo . Power Ukive and
Im iga -MOD T h e  C D  contains over  601) games mid
compatibility  is  demi!, stated for  each game tin Me CD.

( D T V  501.1+ lou C1)32 and a n )
,  1 , w  h eAmiga 1200 1 A l l  this and more for oath..
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Selegze
Access, Visa & Switch Welcome
UK Postage is f IA) for the 1st
item and 50p each item there after.
Overseas postage is double.

LSD CD 3
19,95

onn s Tern
CDs)

outs Clat

Network ( I )  has heen long recognised as the delinitive
Skily1 0  p i n  a  C1)32 to  an A noga, wi th a  plethora o l
aimed •  the transfer o f  informallyn between the two
machines I t  enables the access of  compact dtses on
the Amiga h i  i n i l q  the CD32 a t a  .lav e this '.' . W i t h
clic release o f Network  CL) 2. Weird Smenee ar t i l tuud

JOIIIMACC that the networking o f  the CD32 to  an
Amiga is  about to  change bevomd all recognition, w i th
emphasis purely on  speed and ease sot use. N e tw o r k
Cl)  2 pros ides i t e w  easy one button set-up o f am. o f
DOC 10.114.• on hod) the C1)32 and the Amiga Ser r iet now
nom et I x  higher  speeds than ever heftier  and includes
keyboard and 11100
,
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 , not inc luded 1 E s e r ,  aNr ied o f  the or iginal C D  ha t
nwpmved with m y  mole an lealurrs than described here.
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AGA Ltperi ence
19,95
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Network CD 2

Grolier 2
19.95
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Global Experience
14.99
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04 The Assassins CD
Offer only available whilst stocks last

• Please ask for your FREE CD when ordering
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CD of
co u t e r

Coming Soon
Ob'eets CD
r LightIt''are
Imagine.

With Every
Order

Worth £19.95

Octamed 6 CD
The 0111,1410maincil b i m i l t a i n a  the
full commercial serston of Detained Is,
the Imes' ,ersion o f  this ,
a m e r b  
m u s i c
utility . I n  addition the l u l l  'Walkabout
Mosn samples collecnion. !m e i  111X).1
hase been inc luded. T o  compkge are
ICUs ti l  rnegs o f modules. samples and
instil fi les . fu l l y  categonsed and ready
I.. nm front the CD. Th is is a unique
opportunny h i  obtain th e  he's! A m i ga
Must., pa,kage and as  an added bonus
we include the full manual all for n ls .•

2 9 . 9 5  inr hiahm
, ,  /

Animations
D i r t
Double CD
A
,

of animal'
Desktop 'ideo

12.99

Buy any two of the following titks for only t 39. 90 Amine: Box Set I or 2, VD Gold, Multimedia Toolkit 2 or &tamed 6
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QU E S T I O N S  Q U E S T I O N S
I have an A600 with 2Mb of Chip
RAM and Workbench 2.05, and have
a few questions.

In my PC slot (we cannot be
bothered saying PCMCIA anymore)

one of the pins has broken off and one is
bent. Is there any way of fixing it?

Can I upgrade my Kickstart version to 3.0
so it is the same as a Al2007

Is there any interlace like the Squirrel that
will work with the parallel port because I
already have a couple of things which I keep
switching over?

Are there any accelerators which will
work with my A600 or do I have to buy a
Al200 to get one?

Would I be better off if I bought a CD32
and connected it to my MOO, or to buy a
CD drive for it. I have considered the CD32
because you can add a FMV card to it.

If you had the option of getting a second
hand CD32 now and a  Zip drive fo r
Christmas, or saving your money until
Christmas and then getting a Al200, which
would you choose?

Also, what is the best and what is the
cheapest way of connecting a CD32 to an
Amiga? Is there a program which can trick
my A600 into thinking its got an AGA
chipset while actually accessing the AGA
chips from a CD32 which is connected?

In what format are PholoCD pictures and
which, if any, art packages can you load
them into?

Which port in the Amiga will the new Zip
drive plug into, and does the Zip drive act as
a disk drive or a hard drive? Will it be able to
run hard drive installable games?

What is the cheapest 3D package I can
get. I already have Expert 3D Junior but
don't think this is very good. Also, are there
any PD disks which have any models that
can be loaded into Expert 3D Junior?

When I create an AmigaGuide I cannot
get my text to word wrap - how can I solve
this problem?

Chapman, Cambridgeshire
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E V I O U S  D E V I C E S
1 am having great difficulty in  making my
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Toshiba KM-53018 CD-ROM drive I have just
installed. The ID of the CD has been set to 2 to

avoid any conflict with the IDE drive which seems to
be set-up as zero.

The SCSI interlace I am using is the GVP A4008 SCSI
card and I have used the AmiCDRom program to set-up all
the necessary system files and auto mount the CD-ROM as
CDO:, and the CD is terminated.

On booting the system, the CD's busy light flashes six
times and then the CD-ROM handler produces an error say-
ing 'Cannot open scsi.device' unit 2'. On aborting, the rest
of the system loads in fine. I have checked the board and

Not really, it would
be pretty tricky to just
replace the PC slots. When we
needed one of ours repairing, Wang just
replaced the mother board.

No you cannot upgrade to 3.0, but you
can to 3.1 which is slightly improved over
the Al  200's version.  Bl i ttersoft ar e
currently the official suppliers.

There is an Australian product that
allows you to fit a SCSI interface via the
parallel port, but currently it is not avail-
able i n this country -  perhaps it will
appear in the future.

An 020 accelerator is going to be
released for the A600 by Gasteiner. This
will be an 25MHz 020, but if you want to
go faster than this you will have to buy an
Al200.

As for your CD32 questions, the only
way to use the CD32 with another com-
puter is to connect it via the parallel port,
using some thing like Connector. This is
always going to be slower than a dedica-
ted SCSI CD drive. Using this set there is
no way you can get the A600 to use the
AGA chipset, and i f you could your pro-
grams would run horribly slowly.

If you are looking to upgrade your OS
and get an accelerator, you really should
consider upgrading to an Al200. The new
software pack has a ton of high quality
software with it.

Doing this you get the OS upgrade, an
accelerator, and the AGA chipset in one
package. You also have a much greater
range of options when it comes to future
upgrade options. If you want a SCSI inter-
face you can get a Squirrel or plump
for one of the accelerators with a SCSI

all the connections, but everything seems fine.
Peg Bartle, Hun

You have done everything correct apart
from one tiny little detail. The GVP board

\ .  doe s  not use the scsi.device. When you
used the installer with AmiCDRom there

should have been an option to use the gvpscsi.device.
This is the correct device to use.

You can either alter the current CDO: DOS drive, or
reinstall the AmiCDRom software. Another useful piece
of software is SCSI mounter. This lets you view what
SCSI devices are attached to a specified device driver,
and will help you clear up any similar future problems.

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 6

Another bunch of w o r r i e d
cases get their Amiga-related
problems ironed out by •
Aunty ACAS

11

interface option. Surprisingly, PhotoCDs
are in PhotoCD format. Basically, the main
feature of PhotoCDs is that a single picture
comes in a number of screen resolutions
ranging from I 92x I 2B to 3072x2048.

You normally get a software PhotoCD
viewer when you get a CD drive, which
should allow you to save off an WC image.
There is also a datatype available, but only
for Workbench 3 users and up.

The Zip drive is a SCSI device, so you wil
need to get a SCSI interface, and the cor-
rect leads,  befor e you coul d use r
i t .Basically, the Zip drive is a removable hare
drive and the way AmigaDOS works, dis
drives and hard drives are both the sa
things, apart from the interfaces they u
So yes, you can run hard drive installab
games from a Zip drive_

Well Imagine 2 and Real 3D vl  ha
both turned up on a certain magazine'
cover disk that we sometimes pain ou
selves with reading. I f you missed the
you should be kicking yourself. Cinema 4
is a very nice package for E199, but y
really will need to think about an acceler
tor, whatever package you want to use.

Putting the keyword @1NORDWRAP ne
the beginning of your AmigaGuide cu
ningly cures your problem, but that on
works under Workbench 3. Is that it,
more questions?

I currently looking to upgrade
system and would like to know al

qjbe t i e  more about big box Amiga
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even to buy a standard one is out of
price range. However, a second-hand Al 5
A2000, A3000 may be possible.

What I would like to know is that wh
using A3000 AGA, is necessary if you use
RIG card such as the Cybervision64 or t
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ORKS O F  A R T
Where can I get CGM clipart from? I have Wordworth 3.1SE and am led up with
the poor, jagged print quality of bitmap graphics in my documents. I am aware
that Digita sell CGM clipart but feel this is expensive compared to the amounts of
data that can be stored on a CD. Do you know any CDs that have CGM clipart on

them? I also have lots of [PS dipart, but as lArordworth 3.1SE doesn't support it, is
there any way to convert them all?

Secondly, where can I get a colour VGA monitor from, and how much will it cost? I cur-
rently use a colour television but am fed up with the poor picture quality especially when
doing DTP work.

Perhaps a lit t le idea there for Digita -  put  all your c lipart  onto CD.
E.M.Computergraphic are about to release their Phase 2 CD which will
include CGM clipart, along with a lot of other DTP-related material.

As far as I know, there is no program that will convert EPS to CGM.
Your only option would be to convert the [PS to a bitmap, but this really

misses the point of having the EPS files in the first place.
You could buy a VGA monitor from any Amiga or PC shop - just make sure it accepts

the Amiga DbIPAL scan rates and you get the correct leads. You would really be best
off getting one of  the Amiga-specific monitors because you are assured of  getting a
monitor which will work properly.

.•--casso II, and now the Blizzard 2060 is
wadable what, if  any, are the advantages of
cwning an M000?

The main idea is that as funds become
available, I will be able to improve my sys-
tem. I do not play games much but would
Ike to be able to do some good quality
graphics works and ray tracing, along with a
k w other minor things.

I do remember reading that an Al200
lower will have the Zorro III slots needed to
use RIG cards. If so, is this another option I
could consider, or have I got the wrong end
d  the stick?

Cohn Reeve, Lincoln

Q

r i lMI EMPr

Gareth Moyle

"CI

It is Important when consid-
ering such an upgrade that
you now exactly what  you

• will want your new system to
be capable of. The A3000 is not AGA, but
the main disadvantage in not  owning an
AGA machine is that you wil l  not  be able
to play AGA games, or use programs that
make direct use of the AGA chipset -  the
two main programs  being DPaint  and
Scala.

If y ou  a r e  c ons ider ing us ing  t h e
Cybervis ion 64 y ou wi l l  need t o  buy
a mac hine wi t h  Zorro I I I  s lot ,  whic h
would restrict you to an A3000 or A4000.

I have a standard A4000/EC 030, and while my system has one version
of Setpatch and the colourwheet gadget, I have come across others. My
version of Setpatch is 39.6 while the other version I have come across is
40.16.

When run, there seems to be a large difference in what the newer
version actually does. What are the enhancements and would I notice?

I have a Star LC-10 printer and would like to know how to get Mult i View to
print out in colour?

Why doesn't someone develop a cheap graphics board to gives the SVGA
capabilities you get on the PC. All I want is a stable resolution that is the same
for everything -  games, requesters and applications. The A3000 had something
like this, did it not!

Will the AGA machines be upgradable in all areas such as audio and video in
future specifications, short of  changing the motherboard, and might  it  be a
cheaper option?

Who decides upon the titles that appear in your journal and where do they get
their inspiration from?

Tom Hoslam, Leicester

The 39.6 version of Setpatch is the original one you get with
Workbench 3. This new 40.16 version comes with 3.1, but  was
also distributed along with the Commodore developer disks. As

far as I know,  Setpatch is  freely distributable, and as you state,
even if  you use the patch you probably will not notice the difference_

Generally, you should use a newer version of  any fi le, but  this does not
necessarily mean you will see any difference. The main use of Setpatch is to
correct bugs or mistakes in the operating system, so it can potentially correct

Do you have a  prob-
lem? Do you some-
times fi nd yourself
poised o v e r  y o u r
Amiga w i th axe  i n
hand, spouting pro-

fanity at the stubborn refusal of your software or hard-
ware to behave properly?

Well, calm down and swap the axe for pen and paper,
jot down your problems, along with a description of your
Amiga setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice
Service, iDG Media, Media  House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield SK10 414IP. Alternatively, e -ma i l  us a t
ACA5@acompatemomco.uk
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but if you are planning to buy a 060 accel-
erator such as the Cyberstorm, a plain
A3000 is not big enough -  only an A3000
tower will fi t  the bill,  and these are very
rare.

An A2000, along with a Blizzard 2060
and a Picasso II, would make a pretty awe-
some set-up for a graphic artist. You will
need to make sure you have Workbench
3.1, s o  y ou c an hav e a  256 c o lou r
Workbench, and a Megachip upgrade
would also be very handy, allowing you to
have the full 1Mb of chip memory. The
only advantage gained in owning a A4000
would be having lorro III slots and the
AGA chipset.

If you can live wit hout  these then a
A2000 would be just as good an option.
The Al200 tower only comes with Zorn) II
slots, but will give you a similar set-up to
having an A2000. However, you automati-
cally have an IDE interface on the Al200
mother board, the AGA chipset and, of
course Workbench 3, so it is an option you
may want to consider.

U E S T I O N S  Q U E S T I O N S
some vital bug. Also, if  you have an AGA machine, one function performed is
to kick in the extra features of the AGA chip set.

How do you print  in colour? Well,  i f  selecting Colour in the PrinterGfx
preferences does not do the trick, I cannot really help much more.

The main reason that  a SVGA wil l  not  be specificaly produced f or the
Amiga is that the company would probably go bust. The Picasso is the clos-
est thing you wil l  get to a cheap SVGA card on the Amiga. The plain fact is
that PC cards get a much much wider distribut ion and there is a lot  more
competition which has driven the price so low. You should also remember
that you normally get software thrown in with Amiga boards.

Currently is seems that Amiga Technologies will be fairly busy developing
a new RISC based Amiga. This will involove porting the Operating System to
run on the new process°.

If a new chipset is  developed I doubt  there wil l  be an upgrade path for
Al200 owners. On the A4000 front it  maybe possible for a card to be made
but it  would mean Amiga Technologies would have to use some of  their
resources developing an upgrade card, and those resources would be better
spent on any new machine.

As for the A3000, it  had a fl icker fixer built  in as standard, not a graphics
card. It would have been very handy if the A4000 came with one, as you could
use standard PAL/NTSC modes in Hi-res laced without  the annoying flicker.
Commodore h o we v e r  s ide-s t epped t h i s  b y  emp loy i ng  t h e  s c an
doubled software solution which gives us the very slow DbIPAL screen modes.

Normally the writer of the article is inspired by copious amounts of alco-
hol while down the pub. This helps them think up a hilarious headline which
is then savagely and merc iless ly  chopped and changed by  our lovely
production editor.
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Amiga Hardware sSofrvare Suppliers
AMIGA CD-ROM T H U
A collection of 10 CD-Rom titles from the USA with the greatest collection of software ever
compiled on the Amiga range of computers. Each CD-Rom contains over 1.2 gigabyte of
the following:

Art. Business. Comms. Games. Virus Killers. Clipart, Pictures. DTP G e n e r a l  Utilities.

A must for any CD-Rom drive owner!!
Alt files are in a compressed format with decompression software included. A vast
majority of the software can be installed onto a hard drive or loaded from floppy disk.

The Fottowing tines are avaitable:

Discounts are available on 2 CD-Roms or more.
SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL READERS

Buy any 2 CD-Roms for only £80.00 and choose a
further CD-Rom for onty £20.00 (one order per customer only

Telephone your orders on 0374 792623 Mon-Fri 9am to 5p
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Each CD-Rom costs only £40.00 Inc VAT



Aft JA BACK CATALOGUE TIT' • '9  AVAILABLP
Each of the following titles is open to offer.
The best offers from customers will secure
Ad Pro F i n a l  Writer V3
Brilliance 2 i m a g e  FX V3
Deluxe Paint 4.6 AGA i m a g i n e  3.1
Deluxe Paint 5.0 L i g h t  Wave 3.1
Mnal Copy 2 V2 P e l i c a n  Press Pro

AMIGA 1200 lir5A GA, E S
Aladdin
likxxinet
Bubble n Squeek
Burntime
Champ Rally
Deluxe Gataga
Detroit
Dream Web

Fields of Glory
James Pond 3
Jungle Strike
Kick Off 3
King Pin
Klondike 3
Lion King
Lords of Realm

Please phone us with
your software title.

Pagestream V3.0
Personal Paint V6.1
Pixel 3D Pro
Pro Print
Scala MM400

Only £9.99 per title or
Megaball 3
Out to Lunch
PGA Tournament Golf
Pinball Ittusions
Premier Manager 3
Road Kill
Shadow Fighter
Skeleton Crew
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Akira
Alien Breed Tower Assault
Alien Target
All Terrain Racing
Arcade Pool
Bandit Mania
Base Jumpers
Benefactor
Bloodnet
Bubblegun
Burntime
Cannon Fodder 2
Centre Court Tennis 2

Championship Manager 2
Crystal Dragon
Cyber Games
Dawn Patrol
Death Mask
FIFA Soccer
Gunship 2000
Heimdall 2
Ishar 3
Jungle Strike
K240
Kick Off 3 Euro Challenge
Lord of Infinity

Sampler CA Avai l ,  ,
1 1  H i t

Lords of Realm
Mortal Combat 2
Mr Blobby
Over Lord
Power Drive
Premier Manager 3
Reunion
Robinson*s Requiem
Ruff 'n Amble
Sensible World of Soccer
Shadow Fighter
Soccer Superstars
T-Racer

the best price available.

Super Jam
Media Point
Protext V6
Vista Pro V3.05
Wordsworth V3.A

2 titles for only 117.99
Soccer Superstars
Subwar 2050
Super Stardust
The Clue
Theme Park
Top Gear 2
UFO

only 07.99
Theme Park
Top Gear 2
Touring Car Challenge
Tubular Worlds
UFO
Universe
Vital Light
Whizz
Wild Cup Soccer
X-It
Zee Wolf

.(30.00 int
- 
V A T

We are so confident that you will enjoy these CD-Roms that we will refund your monty to you in full i f _you are not satisfied in any way with
your purchase. We have sold over 350 of these titles to date with fidl customer satisfhttion ftuarantre. What morr can we say?

I .

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to Force Software &send your order with name and address included to:

Force Software, 1 Chisholm Place, Grangemouth, Stirlingshire, Scotland
To receive our latest CD-Rom & disk catalogue please fill in details below and send to the above address

Name:

Address:

T e l •
We can also supply customers with the latest PC CD-Rom software price l ist -  available on request.

Please add 14 P&P for CD-Rom software & £2 for disk software All orders will be sent by 1st class recorded delivery.
All prices include VAT All offers are subject to availability. Please allow up to 10 day for cheque clearance.

4// orders will be despatched when appropriate funds have cleared, but please allow up to 21 days for delivery.

ATTE R I .  FORS: Wanted, overstocks and discontinued lines of Amiga CD-Rom and disk
software, PC CD-Rom software. Will purchase upto 1000 titles, please send list to the above address.
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:me detail and
'ally, th e re  a re
;ipendices deal ing
th astronomical defini-
:Ft% people in astronomy,

-rvi the brightest satellites and
Asteroids in our skies. As you can
see that's quite a lea-

n  s t i l l  think that D i'Um list for a text book
the picture  of hkuAnd I could have filled

Ate entire spread for this review detailing the
chapters that go to make it up.

So how does the program itself compare to
s offering? Well, on first appearances it

up pretty well. Digital Universe uses all
Vise latest theories on planetary motion

3OP87) which means it is accurate to with-
•  1 arcsecond (113600th of a degree) -
important at great distances. Digital Universe
also accurately calculates the orbits of all our
sogar system's planet's moons.

if you are worried about not having enough
ID look at, fear not, Digital Universe contains,
as standard, the Yale Bright Star catalogue, the
Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory cata-
logue, Messier's deep sky objects. the NGC
2000.0 catalogue and databases for cometary
orbits, asteroid orbits, and earth orbiting satel-
Stn. Now that gives you a total yield of well
over a quarter of a million skybound objects

n  Rhea - one o f  our solar system's
prettier moons. orbiting Saturn

to peer at. If that isn't enough, you can call
me Charlie, strap me to a Saturn 5 and send
me into orbit.

In addition, Digital Universe has user-defin-
able latitude and longitude set-

tings. These are essential to
any astronomy package,

but Digital Universe
takes the process one

step further by also
asking you for the
altitude and air tem-
perature o f  your
location. This is a
consideration if you
want to deal with

effects like the refrac-
tion caused by the

atmosphere distorting
the true location of the

objects you are looking at
Digital Universe can also correctly

deal with precession
gita l Universe should have
sticking his tongue out a n d  n u t a t io n ,  w h i c h

both deal with the slight
wobble that all planetary bodies are subjected
to by the gravitational pull of other objects;
proper motion, which deals with the fact that
the constellations we can see change over
time due to the fact that they are changing

n  Triton - the most godforsaken outpost of the
solar system, there isn't even a  MacDonalds

COLOUR L I M I T A T I O N
One aspect that is a bit of a let down is the quality of the images that come with Digital
Universe. Rather than the supplied 16 colour or HAM files, it would be much nicer to have 24-
bit pictures saved in Jpeg or PNG format, which would then be degraded by Multi view's
Datotypes to a colour resolution which best exploits each individual machine, rather than aim-
ing for the lowest common denominator. This would bump the install set even further, of
course, but if you are willing to install 17Mb of files, I'm sure you wouldn't mind installing
25Mb.

But why not go the whole hog and release the software on CD? Then you wouldn't have to
be limited by a floppy distribution, and this software is so good I'm sure anyone with even the
vaguest intefest in astronomy would be wining to buy a CD-ROM drive in order to use it.
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their relative positions to one another because
they are all moving; and aberration, a correc-
tion applied due to the difference between the
speed of the earth's motion through space and
the light reaching us frorn space.

Digital Universe isn't yet perfect, no matter
how glowing a review I have given it so far. It
would be great to have off-planet views like
Distant Suns has had for quite some time, and
its speed isn't quite up to scratch. On another
front, the only time I could get Digital Universe
to crash was when it was running on a Picasso
screen, which doesn't bode well as Digital
Universe is the sort of program that would
really shine given a higher resolution screen
and more colours to play with. L Z e

BONCLUSION
1

1

Digital Universe is a nova in the heavens.
It is by far the most professional piece of
software I have seen for a long time and
for a first version it is incredibly complete.
It is a bit slow on the update, particularly
when you have lots of objects in the sky,
but with more and more people having an
accelerator these days, it shouldn't pose
too much of a problem.

I would love to see future revisions of
the software ditch the floppy install set and
proceed directly onto CD-ROM (it would
probably be cheaper too), which would
open up the way for more, better quality
images and even animations, Finally,
would say that Digital Universe is probably
the biggest bong you are likely to find,
especially for your buck

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product:
Supplier:

Ease of use
Im•  lementation
Value For Mon
Overall

Bottom
line

RAM K i c k s t a r t

4 • 1 ! ° 3
'  4
6
1 1 1
8 8 8 2

040

Digital Universe
Syzygy Research &

Technology Ltd.
Price: E 8 9 . 9 5  incl p&p

Optional encyclopaedia E47.95 incl p&p
CAN 3149,95 Optional encyclopaedia $69_95

US £129.95 Optional encydopaedia $64.95
e-mail: s a l e s 4 s y z . c o m

SCORES
82%

93%
98%
9 1 %



robably since the  dawn o f
mankind, people have looked up
at the night sky in wonder at the
points of light hanging there in the-

blackness_ Greek philosophers like Aristotle
waxed lyrical about the ether, and the gener-
ally held belief was that the earth was the cen-
tre of the universe and that every other body
revolved around it in the heavens. By 134BC,
Hipparchus had managed to catalogue some
850 stars and in AD150, Ptolemy created a 13
volume epic called Mathematike Syntaxis
which expanded on Hipparchus' work and
was to be the foundation of all astronomy for
the next 1400 years.

Then, in 1543, Copernicus dared to ques-
tion the established belief that the sun and all
the other planets and stars revolved around
the earth. Unfortunately, his premise relied on
the parallax effect we know so well frorn com-
puter games, which could not be easily
observed with the instruments of the time. But
in 1608 a Dutchman named Hans Lippershey
invented a tool called the telescope and
astronomy really exploded.

Gallileo is probably the most famous
astronomer fo r trying to  confirm the
Copernican theory of heliocentricity (object
revolving around the sun, rather than geocen-
tricity, where objects are revolving around the
earth). But he was forced to renounce his the-
ories by the Inquisition and placed under
house arrest until he died in 1642.

SPACE RACE
The progress of astronomy has been rapid
ever since, with names like Kepler, Newton,
Herschel, Einstein and Hawking, and the dis-
covery of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto, quasars
and black holes. The Hubble Space Telescope,
with its inherent advantage of being unen-
cumbered by gravity and the earth's atmos-
phere, is already bringing us pictures of
unequalled clarity and data from the furthest
reaches of space. Ten years ago, if you wanted
to image data from space you had to book
extremely expensive time on a mainframe
computer. Now there is Digital Universe for
your Amiga.

I'm not going to say that Digital Universe is
like no other package on the Amiga because
the pedants among you will point out the fact
that Distant Suns is also an astronomy pack-
age. However, the depth of detail in Digital
Universe far outstrips that in Distant Suns as I
shall endeavour to explain.

For a start, I behave that Distant Suns
comes on a grand total of five disks, a figure
somewhat swamped by Digital Universe's

Pt An atmospherk all i n
Neptune's frigid and thin atmosphere

JARGON
b o x
a-100W Datum:es were intro-
duced Kith Wailthench 10 arc
, o r eimtiduiles .(Of k o g  cifk.fe1
hpesn  rheory any pmcaam CO,?
use durrA'pe k  toodog Isles sftus
ceomg a sygemmde Punstatton

MC /armor - Ahen Umsys told
Camousene that it had to pay taya
Des for using the CO graplscs kr-
aut the sca
,
ch 
w a s  
a n  
l o t  
a  
h r
e

ne:dacern&nr. MG isC compact
gmphors format thst can handle up
to 4 8
-
b t  
c o i
o u
r ,  
c o
r n
p f
r i
s t
o
n  
d
p
h
a

channels, and may other fearonn.
The 04 software ro suppott MG so
Ia.' on the kmga es Cioanto's
Personal AVM Coast hose aKo
teleased a NG dolahoe into the
pubtic domain

ParSe< - PITICO hateet me
-wed t in the tessew but
wonted m O W  knoed t !

pot5ec ts the dstoncr
which lAtt (msonortmat unit the
*Dance from the earth to the S4in)
°Maas 10 COMon area I accsec-
Era' (that's V3K1 0TI of. ,
f , i9c r,  P P . !mde Cad huh?

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 6

fourteen (yes, you do need a hard drive). This
is mainly because Dan Charrois, the author,
has decided to map the planets and moons in
our solar system to the best of his abilities and
the available data. This means that rather than
looking at a static bitmap when you zoom into
Jupiter, you are actually looking at the mapped
surface of the planet itself (yes, I know that it
isn't the surface you see through a telescope
but clouds, but you get the idea_ Perhaps I
should have chosen Mars?) which will rotate
in time. You can actually watch Venus almost
interminable day take place (equivalent to 243
earth days and actually longer than its year of
225 earth days), at an accelerated pace of
course!

All these bitmaps for the planets' surfaces
are one thing, but another expense in terms of
hard drive space is the on-line encyclopaedia
which gives details about pretty much
anything you could wish to know. This

, Satur n's rings, moon and surface in beautiful
detail courtesy of Digital Universe

Ben Vest

boldki goes
where no
man has

gone before

1
encyclopaedia alone would be worth the pro
charged for Digital Universe, so it's an addo
bonus to get such a good looking planetaria
package to go with it.

If, like me, you don't much go for readi
vast amounts of text off the screen, you cod
always stump up the extra 555-odd you ha
to pay for it. What you get for that money 5
ring-bound, 700-page volume delineating 1
that is in the AmigaGuide online encyclopa
dia, but presented in a manner that wod
allow you to browse it on the train.

SECTION GUIDES
The encyclopaedia is split into several ma
sections detailing the history of astronomy I
far, general principles, laws and guideliro
used by astronomers today, a detailed gull
to every planet and moon in our solar systei
all the spacecraft that have thus far be

n  i pacydepaeol l a  gives roil &Meth of
every space mission there ever was
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Face it, with its reputation for performance and reliability, there never really was any choice, but Pro Vector 2
for structured drawing on the Amiga
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effects such as blending, warping and perspective; enhanced text support; LightWa ve
r
"  s u p p o r t ,

and an improved interface. It takes full advantage of the AGA" chip set, and OS 11 plus. Together
with original features the competition still can't match such as Multiple Undos, Layers, and

Reliability; plus support products such as PSImport' (for importing and editing PostScript')
and StylusTracer' (for auto-tracing), ProVittor 3 is "The Illustration Solution."

From design to color separations, this ad was produced
entirely with ProVector 3. Copyright OD 1995 by Stylus, Inc.

Stylus, Inc.
P.O. Box 1671

Fort Collins, CO, USA 80522
(303)484-7321
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_ O  0 he one thing that puts your

Amiga above rival home com-
puters is its versatility, power,
and ease of use, and certainly

its most attractive feature is Workbench -
the Amiga operating system's graphical
_rser interface (GUI). Both Apple Macintosh
and Microsoft have, and still are, desper-
ately trying to emulate Workbench but
have consistently failed miserably.

You may have noticed the  recent
Microsoft advertising campaign in which
punters gasp in awe at Windows 95's mul-
titasking capabilities. Well, your Amiga has
been equipped with true multitasking since
day dot and, unlike Windows, doesn't crash
every five minutes. With all this power at
nand, it is surprising, though, that many
new and old Amiga owners still don't fully
appreciate or understand the true capabili-
ties and user-friendliness of their machine's
n'ont-end.

What this article will do is explain the
many hints and tips that will make your
telationship with your Amiga a personal
.ricl rewarding one. With perseverance
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I N D O W  D R E S S I N G
,•iltien you first load Workbench it looks rather dull.
-owever, the real powerhouse behind Workbench is
ts flexibility of design, allowing you to change its
appearance to suit your personal requirements.

You can change the look of icons and indeed the
•orkbench backdrop and windows by running the
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(ons in IconEdit isn't a good idea though and it's
quicker to design them in a paint package such as
Deluxe Paint.

Two icons are needed - one for when not selected
and another for selected. Grab each icon as a brush
and save them to the RAM Disk. You can then load
them into IconEdit as images in the indicated selected
and non-selected slots. All you then need to do is save
it by selecting the program you want the icon for in
the save requester, and clicking Okay. Remember that

ETTER A C C E S S
Workbench is initially neatly tucked away in drawers but as you become
more confident you will find yourself calling on certain programs time
and time again. Wading through drawers every time eventually becomes
annoying but Workbench offers an easier way to access commonly used
programs.

You can keep any icon type out on the Workbench desktop by simply
clicking once on the icon and selecting Leave Out from the Icons menu.
This doesn't move the icon but simply instructs Workbench to show it on
the desktop rather than the previous location. You cannot delete an icon
while on the desktop so you need to put it back where it came from by

clicking it once and select-
ing Put Away from the
Icons menu,

these techniques should eventually
become second nature, and I guarantee
you w i l l  fi n d  working  wi t h  Amiga
Workbench quicker, more flexible and,
more importantly, fun_ The different sub-
jects have been provided in such a way as
to provide you with a quick reference to
particular topics without having to wade
through heaps of non-related text.

C  I f  you're  t ire d  of wa ding
through dra we rs fo r a
progra m sim p ly m ove  it  to
the  de sktop w it h  the
Leave  Out  me nu opt ion

there are different icons for different file types. You
must select the appropriate icon type from the Type
menu in IconEdit before you save it. A full list and
explanation o f  icon types is available in  your
Workbench manual.

The WBPattern program is slightly different in that it
doesn't allow you to design backdrops, only select
them. You can use your paint package again here in

al

1 Turbo-charge your way around
Workbench and Amiga DOS with
Steve Whi te ,  revealing hints
and tips for true Amiga harmony

Body l

i
i

A tidy Workbench is a happy Workbench and
a happy Workbench is a happy user. Once
you start creating your drawers and copying
and deleting files, you 'll realise that
Workbench can soon become cluttered,
especially drawer contents.

You can keep your desktop and window
neat and tidy by selecting all the icons and
then selecting Snapshot All from the Window
menu, Snapshot fixes the icon to the posi-
tion you specify. A better way to do this is to
use keyboard short-cuts which allow you to
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order to create a suitable image. There are two ways
you can design backdrops -  full screen or brush. Full
screen is just that, a full screen backdrop, and brush is
simply a section of the screen that is grabbed as a
brush and tiled by WBPattem over your Workbench or
windows, The benefits of brush pattern tiling are obvi-
ous as they don't take as much hard drive or floppy

disk space as full screen patterns. / '

EAT A N D  T I D Y  p p

C n e t h e r tha n de sign
icons in  ico n Ed it  it
is more  a dvisa ble  to
use a  pa int  pa cka ge
which fe a ture s m ore
dra wing too ls tha n
the forme r

The y're  not  ju st  the re  for
cosme t ic purpose s -
ke yboa rd short -cuts
incre a se  yo u r spe e d whe n
working wit h  Workbe nch

perform functions without needing to use
the mouse.

All keyboard short-cuts are accessed first
by holding down the right Amiga A key to
the right of the Space bar and pressing the
appropriate key (keyboard short-cuts are
also known as Hotkeys). You can find all the
appropriate short-cuts alongside the menu
item they represent. For example, right
Amiga A and (fu ll stop) cleans up the con-
tents of a window, right Amiga A and A
selects all the files in a window.

1
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OW Y O U  S E E  I T .
When you open a drawer on Workbench, programs and further
drawers are shown by their attached icon. But not all programs
and drawers have icons and initially, these don't show up.

If you find yourself looking for a particular item which
doesn't appear to exist select the Show - All Files option in the
window menu. The result of this is that Workbench attaches
temporary icon images for any files and drawers that don't
have an icon of their own. You can then interact with them in
the same way you can with normal icons. If you snapshot the
drawer with the Show - All files option selected it will stay this
way permanently, oi until you change it back to Show - Only
Icons.

CONS
When yo u  create a  n e w drawer
Workbench automatically attaches an
icon to it -  this is also what happens
when you format a disk. Thankfully, these
icons aren't written into the Amiga's
chips and can therefore be changed to
other icons of your choice.

These icons, known as default icons,
are read by Workbench from the Sys
directory (drawer) which can be found in
the Prefs/Env-Archive. All the default
icons are preceded by def_ and end
with _info (indicating an icon) - for exam-
ple, def_drawer.info, def toolin fo,
def disk.info etc.

With this knowledge, you can create a
new icon as explained in the Window
Dressing section, select the correct icon
type, and then save it over the original
def icon in Preis/Env-Archive/Sys. I

: a d

N T U I T I O N
Not only does your Amiga have a Workbench
but also Intuition, used by Workbench to
communicate with you, the user. It consists
of windows containing different types of but-
tons, gadgets and images that allow you to
interact with Workbench comfortably and
with relative ease.

Most of your Intuition experience will be
involved with clicking buttons and entering
text. A quick way to delete text in a gadget is
to use the keyboard short-cut right Amiga A
and X which will delete all the text at once.
The only other alternative is to tap away at
the Delete or Backspace key until the text is
erased.

RUE M U L T I T A S K I N G
Unlike other home computers, the Amiga has boasted true multitasking
since it was first released many years ago. Multitasking may not appear
very useful to the beginner but as your experience increases itsoon
becomes a powerful ally_

Multitasking allows you to run several programs at once without your
Amiga choking and eventually crashing. You can switch between programs
by clicking on the depth gadget at the top-right corner of each screen, but
a far simpler and quicker way is to use the keyboard short-cut right Arniga
A and M. This switches between program screens without you having to
use the mouse_

S..) rh o  Am iga 's in tu it ion
ca pa bility is f a r supe rior
to a ny riva l compute rs
and a llows yo u  to in te ra ct
with  yo u r Amiga
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n  N o t  a ll t ile s a nd dra we rs ha ve  ico n s but
the y ca n  e a sily be  vie we d  b y choosing to
Show - AU  F ile s f rom the  Win d o w me nu

You w i l l  notice a  drawer o n  your
Workbench disk called WBStartup. This
drawer is used to automatically load pro-
grams every t ime Workbench boots
(loads).

Therefore, if you want to run a particular
program of your choice when Workbench
loads, simply drag it into the WBStartup
drawer using the mouse. In order to load
successfully, the program you drag into
WBStartup must have an icon attached.
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Part 1

The Shell is your interface to the Anil
DOS (Disk Operating System) and
located in the System drawer. If you al
exploring Amiga DOS you may be inte
ested to know that you don't have I
load Shell up every time you want I
enter a DOS command,

If you look in the Workbench menu c
your desktop you will notice an optic
entitled Execute Command. By selectir
this, Workbench provides you with
Intuition window in which you can tyt
any DOS commands just as you would
the Shell. Execute Command is so usel
that I rarely use the Shell anymore.

Liter (nal  nd itslitionts:
!IN liTsfitirts-Spqmut to If

(ifit

n  The  ElloOsito C omma nd... funct ion
In th e  Workbe nch me nu is a  q u ick
a lte rna tive  to  the  Sh e ll

Most programs that come with Workbench utilise ToolTypes. If you click once on the Pain
program's icon and then select Information... from the Icons menu you will see a list
ToolType definitions below the icon image.

These ToolTypes are used by the program and also by Intuition to control how the p
gram works. If you have copied a program to the WBStartup you may have noticed t
when Workbench loads, a requester appears stating that the program M has not quit yet

To stop this in future you need to add the DONOTWAIT ToolType to the programs ic
Repeat the process mentioned for the Pointer icon above, click the New button to ad
,new ToolType, and then type in DONOTWAIT. Press return and then click on the Save but
to store the new ToolType. When you reboot again the program will load without a hitch,

C T o o l Typos ca n  be
a cce sse d  by clickin g  on
the ico n  once  a nd
se le ct ing  I nforma tion—
from the  I cons me nu
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to get crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or
taped recordings, it also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/
SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of

image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same time, has received rave review
for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrabrm has earned honours

from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines tool
And... with ProGrab
r
" y o u  
n e e d n ' t  
b e  
a n  
e x p e
r t  
i n  
A m
i g a  
V i
d e
o  
T e c
h n o
l o g
y .

a simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real T ime, a f te r  t ime.
STAGE 1...

Select any video source with S-VHS or composite output. This could be your camcorder, IV with SCART output,
satellite receiver domestic VCR/player or standard TV signal passing through your VCR/player_ the choice is yours

STAGE 2...
With ProGrab software, select an image yo
wish to capture using the on screen previev
window and Grab pecause the hardware
grabs frames in real time, there's no need fc
a freeze frame facility on the source device!)
Once grabbed. simply download and view th
full image on your Amiga screen ProGrab alsc
includes a Teletext viewing and capturing
facility l
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STAGE 3...
Use the 'grabbed' image with your favourite
word processor, DIP or graphics package
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it that s
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Grab images with
your camcorder

including SArt-IS

or, Tdke d signal from a
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0r, Use the signal from
our satellite receiver.
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VCR's video output
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600 owners must be feeling a
little fed up when it comes to
expanding t h e i r  machine.
Having been left in the accelera-

tor back waters for a good few years now,
you must be thinking it is about time your
A600 got a good old speed injection. Well
finally there is an option available — the
Apollo 620.

Tens years on, the A600 is still running
as fast, or should that read as slow, as the
original A1000. It amazes me the number
of Amiga owners that complain about pro-
grams that will not run on their machines,
which then turn out to be eight-year old
A500s with 1Mb of memory. If a PC got up
and moaned about how their 8086 with
640k could not run Windows 95, they
would simply just get laughed at.

The unfortunate side of this is that soft-
ware companies will still write their soft-
ware to conform to this minimum stan-
dard. A larger proportion of games have
only recently become hard drive
insatiable, and most of the
recent Doom-type games
only cater for a minimum
specification Al200.
This ends in a vicious
circle that no one
bothers to upgrade,
and conve rse ly
there are no great
improvements in
software as it still
caters for the mini-
mum specification.

Bit of a large bee
in my bonnet there I
think. A lrigh t,  s o
there are lots of very
good reasons to upgrade
your machine, and at the
end of the day it is you that
will benefit. The Apollo is a
slightly over-clocked 020 processor
running at 25MH1. An over-clocked
processor is one that is being run at a
higher clock rating than it is supposed to.
In theory this reduces the life expectancy of
the processor because of the extra heat
generated, but as the Apollo is only run-
ning at an extra 5MHz I cannot see this
being any problem.

N o  E X  I R A  C O S T S
A floating point unit is included as standard
with the board, so there is no necessary
extra expense, and the board pulls a rea-
sonable 0_7 MFlops. Therefore, any A600
user that has ever wanted to dabble with
raytracing will have a much happier time,
rather than continuing to struggle with
their old 68000, sweating cobs trying to
pull off all those complex instructions.

As with every Amiga accelerator, the
Apollo is pretty much useless unless you
add FastRAM to it. Actually adding FastRAM
allows the Apollo to run over t i m e s
faster than it other wise would.

You should really consider going for a
4Mb
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Wordworth or Final Writer, and anyone
wanting to do raytracing should go for the

8Mb option, which is the maximum
amount the Apollo can handle. Fitting an
8Mb SIMM will, however, disable your PC
slot, so any squirrel users will have to stick
with a 4Mb SIMM.

Fitting the board is a little tricky. Caused
by the fact that the A600 never came with
any processor upgrade route, the only
option available is a board that plugs onto
the 68000 chip in the A600.

This requires you to open up your A600
and remove the protective shield. If you
have an internal hard drive fitted this has
to be removed and will sit on top of
the accelerator board. There is a plastic
cover and some Velcro to assure that no
electrical shorting occurs.
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Once you have ripped the innards out of
the A600 you can then fit the board. As the

68000 in the A600
are surfaced

i•  S y s i n t o  d e m o n s tr a t i n g  n i c e l y  th e
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Overall, the Apollo would make a good alternative to an 41200, and is
half the price, though you would need to odd on the cost of a SIMM and
you are still stuck with the old chipset's display range. At the end of the
day, if you wont to accelerate your 4600 the Apollo is your only option,
and it does provide a good turn of speed. For any A600 owners, this
board would be a revelation.

mounted, a plastic connector on the boa
is 'glued' into place onto the A600
processor via a sticky pad inside the co
nectar. This means the Apollo cannot
removed once in place, and 1 would n
recommend you shake your -A600 to
much after the board has been fixed
place.

The Apollo lines up quite nicely in t
speed stakes, coming in just under eig
times as fast as an A600, and is virtually
fast as an A3000. One thing of interest
that due to the A600 still having 16-b
graphics memory, the accelerator has
much smaller effect on graphic operatio
compared to numerical only operation
This is borne out if you compare some
the graphical benchmark tests in AIBB, t
Apollo only usually producing a doubling
speed over a conventional A600.

Product
Supplier
Price
Tel

Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

An actual upgrade for the
A600. Nel l  M o h r  checks if
it's worth shelling out for

_ ;Ya t teline
RED essential B L A C K  recommend

A L A I '

Apollo 621
Gasteine

€20'
0181-345 6004
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://www.flevel.co.uk for latest prices & bargains
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Guide to the internet. Lam & BBS & online Services
Dale L.Larsen - This is by an ex m e m b e r  of the Amiga

etworking Group. Well written comprehensive, this is a in
S4 pages £11.95.

arning if you use a hard drive using FFS then if
r machine crashes or you reset whilst wri ting to
then your drive 1
SIF 
m o s t  
l i k e l
y  
b e  
i n v a
l i d .

I protected now with APS.
All our HARD DRIVES are shipped with AFS

w LOW Price
, for details I. IDE t y p e s  available.
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Cool" -

Dave Haynie, Ex C= Senior Hardware Engineer
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the master -- Dave Haynie

Brilliant personal video shot by Dave Haynie. Over
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the C= people. This is a video you must not miss.

The Christmas present for every Amiga fmt
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to VzIA FS includes FFS bug fixes &
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- the new LiIin s y s tem which haslaken
the Amiga market place by storm - is also included
along with with Full CDRom support.
Prices: Internal SC512 ( 5 1 0 . 0 0 + tIAT f599_25

Options: External add C 45.00+ VT  = 5 2 . V
.Oktagon Card a d d  9 5 . 0 0 +  V4T = I  I .62

Play safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard.
AFS protects your hard drive from invalidation. Choose a
dealer who can supply your new Al200 & A4000 with AFS as
standard. Get safety and vastly improved performance.
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"Commercial C Compiler PI
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continuously supported
& developed to become
the most reliable and user
friendly package.
Sole
Distributors
Europe
Africa, Asia
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0  ow that the world and his wife

all seem to have CD-ROM dri-
ves, there has been a surge of
people collating information to

put onto CDs. With the Toaster 4.0 distribu-
tion set available on CD and LightWave
available for most platforms also on CD, it's
not surprising that there are now quite a few
CD collections of objects, surfaces and
scenes suitable for LightWave users_ Three
such collections have recently fallen into my
lap, so I now present Light-ROM 3, Replica
Technology's Interior Design Collection and
Model Masters' Model Monger Foto Real
collection.

*  A I

eliGHT-ROM 3
Light-ROM 3 is a massive collection
consisting of three CDs, the first of
which is dedicated to LightWave
objects, scenes and animations, the
second is given over to objects for
other formats, while the third disc is
filled with over a thousand DEM files,
or Digital Elevation Maps, which can-
not be used in LightWave directly, but
could be used in Vista Pro, Scenery
Animator or World Construction Set in
order to generate backdrops (animated or otherwise) for
LightWave.

Out of the three collections on offer here, Light-ROM 3
is the only one that uses the public domain as a source
for the models on the discs. There is a wide variety of
models on several themes, from the ubiquitous range of
spaceships to  some nice architectural models.
Unfortunately, most of these models weren't created in
LightWave, so have all the modelling finesse of most
Imagine models — triangles everywhere and no sense of
scale. Even models that are quite famous for originally
being in INF or .3DS formats have been translated into
Imagine format before being converted finally to
LightWave.

In its faVour, the models on Light-ROM 3 have all been
converted with Interchange which at least tries to

The 30  Model
Meth Nit is Just one
of the themed object
sets on (R I
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Ben Vost  takes a look at three
' new CDs for LightWave users

replicate an object's surface col-
oration when translating from one
format to another. Unfortunately, this
still doesn't make up for the fact that
you are going to need to spend a
good deal of time editing the objects
to make them as efficient as possible
for LightWave use, converting trian-
gular polygons into multi-sided ones,
scaling the object correctly, and
re-editing the surfaces to your taste.

ight-ROM 3 does come with thumbnail renderings of
all the objects on the CDs, so you don't have to muddle
through looking for an object to suit your requirements.
There are also over 50Mbs of DEM files that have been
translated into 3D object formats to save you the trouble,
and a variety of shareware programs to help with 3D
generally.

For some reason, although the PC programs are all
unpacked, the Amiga ones are all still archived which
necessitates using LHa. On the second disc there are also
820 Jpeg'd textures which have either been algorithmical-
ly generated or frame grabbed from live video. Some are
very good but very few are repeatable, limiting their
usefulness in most situations.
You just can't complain about the cost of Light-ROM 3. If
you don't have access to the Internet and, in particular,

the Tomahawk object archive, then this CD bundle is
splendid value for money, all the more so if you actually
have one of the aforementioned fractal landscape genera-
tors as well. The documentation accompanying the pack-
age has a useful list of resources you might wish to look
further at, such as details for various magazines devoted
to 3D modelling and rendering like 3D Artist and
LightWave Pro_

•

Bottomline
PRODUCT DETAILS

Product
Supplier
Price
Tel

Light-ROM 3
Blittersoft

E39.95
01908 261446

SCORES
Ease of use

Implementation
Value For Money
Overall

60%
55%
903/4
68%



ONTERIOR DESIGN COLLECTION

Ease of use 65%
Implementation 45%
Value For Money 65%
Overall 60%

This CD has a sticker on it saying it is
a Windows version, but as far as I am
aware, there is no specific Amiga ver-
sion. This is the root cause of all of
this CD's problems. Because it was
compiled with PC users in mind, the
filenames are all 8.3 and when you
'load from scene' the pathnames
that come up (because LW can't find
an object or image) are all in the
'Can't fi nd D A  objects\stuff\
objectlwo' format_ Not very user-
friendly and not acceptable in a 'professional CD title.

Unfortunately, the problems with this CD don't stop
there. Unlike Light-ROM 3 the objects have all been
created in tightWave, and to scale, and they are all nicely
surfaced with good-looking wood and nice reflective sur-
faces. However, they are very simple for the most part and
nothing that any even vaguely competent modellers
couldn't achieve in a few minutes.

To be fair to Replica Technologies, the objects aren't
supposed to be virtual Chippendales, but simple things
like rounding off corners, while adding to the polygon
count, does make objects look much nicer.

The best objects in the collection are the four types of

R E N S /
i
l
e a
interior Clesign Col l e t
-
trot)

houses, although they are all fairly
simple detached homes, and the
interior fixtures like the staircases,
skirting boards and fireplaces
(mainly because it is these features
that are so often forgotten when
interior scenes are rendered).
The furniture itself is completely

forgettable in as much as the design
work that has gone into it seems
minimal, although there is a nice
range of similar types of objects,

such as five different sorts of desks. However, when it
comes to choosing which of the five you are going to
want to use for your scene, that has to be done by trial
and error because there are no preview images for each
individual object This is not helped by the cryptic naming
conventions forced onto the Interior Design Collection by
the aforementioned 8.3 naming standard.

Considering that this CD is only about half full. I think it
would have been more professional if Replica Design had
just included separate scene files for Amiga users that
directly accessed the CD-ROM, and also individual pre-
view images in somewhat less compressed form than the
current Jpegs. All in all, I don't think I can recommend this

EJODEL MONGER -9
111V
-8

INTERIORS 1 FOTOREAL
The  pr ob le m  i n h e r e n t in
obje ct CDs tha t a re n't
c r e a te d  s ole ly  fo r
Light Ware is the  la ck o f
prop." surfacing details -
the  i m a g e  o n  th e  l e tt  Is
scanned from the  le a fle t
a c c o m p a n y i n g  th e  M o d e l
Monger CD, the  ima ge  on
the right is the  sa me
obje ct rendered stra ight
from the  CD

Phew, what a long-winded name. The Model Monger CD comes in two versions, the FotoReal -
where every object is absolutely smothered in polygons - and the LowReZ version - useful to
act as stand-ins for your models until you need to do a full-on, high resolution final render. The
number of polygons in the FotoReal versions of the objects on this CD really is quite
phenomenal. Can you imagine a bed and mattress containing over 10,000 polygons?

Part of the reason for this is again the fact that these models haven't been created with
LightWave in mind, so the models on this CD are made from triangles again. And because there
is no standard for the scale of objects in different formats, you will find a 60 metre wide sofa
and a pair of scissors taller than a jumbo jet.

Now this CD hasn't been prepared with
LightWave in mind exclusively, so you can forgive
these excesses of scale, but these objects are on
a professional quality CD so maybe these factors
should have been addressed. After all, just what
is the point of supplying LightWave-specific ver-
sions of the objects when any sensible 3D mod-
eller already has an object converter to convert
the no doubt identical models from the .3DS ver-
sions included on the disc into LightVVave format
himself - unless those objects have truly been
converted, including reducing the polygons and
adjusting the scale.

This object database is again an Interchange
production with the converted objects needing a
lot of work to make them usable in LightWave, so
yet again my search for a usable model database
has been thwarted.

Bottom
line

PRODUCT DETAILS

I  Product

Supplier

Tel M o d e l  Monger Interiors]

Antigravity IV Products
Price  S 1 4 9 . 9 5

0181 4025770

SCORES

Jargonb o x

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

CD to anyone but the most intent LightWave s
u s e r  w h oneeds to be able to rustle up architectural walk-throughs
in the least amount of time possible, and who isn't
concerned overly with the quality of the objects he is
using,

PRODUCT DETAILS
Product
Supplier
Price
Tel

SCORES
Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall
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line

Interior Design Collection
Replica Technologies

Il350
001 716337 3887

EVERALL

35%
65%
30%
42%

Overall, the quality of the objects on the
two professional CDs isn't in doubt and the
vast majority of the objects on the tight-
ROM 3 are also quite impressive, but none
of these CDs really address the needs of
the LightWave user. Replica Technologies
CD is the only one to provide dedicated
LightWave objects in the correct scale and
with proper surfacing, but it falls down in
the value-for-money stakes, its concentra-
tion on the Windows market (when the
number of Amiga users of LightWave far
outnumbers the number on PC) and its
lack of picture previews of the objects_

The other two CDs both fail to have
properly converted objects and in the case
of the Model Monger series this is unforgiv-
able, especially since any work you do to
the objects has to be saved to your hard
drive, thus obviating the advantages of hav-
ing the CD-ROMs in the first place. Oh for a
decent LightWave object database, you'd
think there would be the demand for it.



sim CDFS is one of those products
that hasn't been too popular (or
well-known) since its release back
in 1992. To be frank, while it was

OK back then, it wasn't actually all that good
and most of the other CD solutions did the job
better. However, the advent of the new version,
version 3, is set to reverse the trend. In short,
AsimCDFS is now a splendid purchase if you
run a CD-ROM, and quite possibly should be
included in Amiga Technologies' Amiga bun-
dies in the future, if not incorporated directly
into Workbench.

So what's so good about it? For a start,
there's no fatting around to install it. You won't
need to edit any mountlists or check what SCSI
device you have. AsimCDFS does all that tech-
nical-type stuff for you_ All you need do is point
it in the right direction. Once you have installed
AsimCDFS you can start playing with whatever
CDs you have. Even if you haven't got any data
CD-ROMS yet, you can actually still have some
fun using AsimCDFS with music CDs.

AsimCDFS comes with a music CD player
called AsimIunes and that's not unusual as
most CD file systems come with an audio
player, but where AsimTunes scores is in the
fact that you can edit the names of the tracks
on the CD, which then gets carried across to
Workbench. This means you can have a CD
icon on your Workbench screen called
'Weight' (the name of a great album by the
Henry Rollins Band) and if you double-click on
it you wi l l  see six drawers labelled
CDDA_LeastSignifKant, CDDA_ MostSignificant,
AIFF_Stereo, AIFF_Left, AIFF_Right and MAUD,

FOR MATS
If you open one of these drawers you will see
icons with the names of the tracks on the CD.
These icons are actually complete samples of
the tracks in whatever format the name of the
drawer they are in says. The CDDA formats are
both raw data as they're stored on CD, the
three AIFF formats are 16-bit samples in the
multi-platform AIFF standard, and the MAUD
format is used by MacroSystems' Toccata card.

It is a shame that there isn't an 8-bit sample
format so that the CDs tracks can easily be
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PhotoCD images are automatocally

concerted by AsimCDFS tur IFF when
you loa d them into a  pa int package1'SOMETHING FISHY

incorporated into °clamed or
something similar, but that would
mean having to process the infor-
mation on the CD and resample
it down at a lower rate, a difficult
task. You could use the SoundFX program we
put on last months coverdisk to convert the
NH samples down to standard Amiga 8-bit
samples, but you would need about 50Mb of
memory to edit a whole song! Fortunately,
Asimware have added an element to the
DiscChanger program supplied wi t h
AsimCDFS that allows you to select a section
from a track rather than the whole song. Even
so, a two second sample in stereo NET format
can be as much as half a meg in size.

Our tests with SoundFX and AsimIunes
didn't prove wholly successful, however. For
some reason whatever format data we took
into SouncIFX was played back at around half-
speed. Obviously, you can just move the sam-
ple up an octave, so it's not too much of a
problem, but it shouldn't really be necessary.
Naming tracks can pose a bit of a problem
too as AsimCDFS only allows you the stan-
dard 25 characters for a filename to name
your tracks in, a bit of a bummer when you
got a CD with 'Its
-
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polka dot bikini' on it (well, you might have).
Still, enough o f  the audio side o f

AsimCDFS, something that most CD file sys-
tems come with. Onto the PhotoCD viewer,
something that most other CD file systems

.
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Audio CO s a re  treated just as nice ly
by AsimCDFS, but you ore  limite d to

only 25 character filenames

Just so you have immediately got something to play with when you buy AsimCDFS, the
publishers have kindly included the FishMarket CD-ROM containing unarchived copies of
Fish disks 260-7000. While not particularly up to date, there is guaranteed to be at least
some software of use to you on this disc, and anyway, what are you complaining for? It's
free, isn't it?
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Until now, Amiga users who
wanted a CD-ROM drive

had to scratch around
for utilities.

Frank Nord
examines

the alternative

t)turti,onsa
Jargonbox

Photoats ave spend
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and ame-coltsumng proces% bo!
you coo fit more Man me 6071%
mages onto one PhoroCD. thus
brryng the ant CAW?. Ns ird
also save you hurt hawrg to buy
scanner.

AMI G A CO MP UTI NG
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

don't come with. AsimCDFS takes the same
innovative approach with PhotoCDs as it
does with audio ones.

Rather than having to have a separate pro-
gram to load in the pictures from a PhotoCD
(assuming you actually have a PhotoCD
loader), Asimware's solution is to simply give
you the thumbnails for each image as icons
in the directory window for the CD. The same
directory structure exists for PhotoCDs as for
audio CDs, with the different resolution
images being stored in directories named for
the resolution. AsimCDFS automatically cre-
ates a thumbnail icon so that you can see
what your images are without having to load
them into a separate program.

C O N C L U S I O N
AsimCDFS is a very nice piece of system soft-
ware that has really been carefully thought
about. There are still a couple of niggles
with it, like the fact that although you can
rename the tracks on a music CD through
Workbench, you can't snapshot a CD's icor
without using Force/con. But overall thf
quality of this package is not in doubt.

D IA
line

P RO DUCT  DE T AI L S
PrOGAC I

Supplier
Price
Tel

AsimCDFS v3
Siren Software

E49.99
0161-796 5279

SCORES
Ease of use
Implementation
Value For Money
Overall
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SCANNER

FOR APAIGA 1200 TO 4000
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER
(AVAILABLE NOW FOR Al200 USERS).
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD
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1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using
L K  Ram allows you to cannelt H-Disk,
Syquest CD Roms etc. E 9 9 . 0 0

MULTIFACE
ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL
PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO41:" 7 9 .  0

THE FASTEST AND M T  V E IT ILE  DOUBLE
SPEED CD ROM PLAYER FOR AmioA

CAN ALSO BE USED AS A
res:
2 DOUBLE SPEED, 180MS PORTABLE CD ROM
ATIBLE WITH PC AND APPLE MACINTOSH

IMES STEREO HEADPHONES. CARRY CASE. AC ADAPTEP
PHOTO CO READY

SOFTWARE FOR MAC OR PC E 1 0 9  0 0

EXTERNAL FLOPPY E39.95
ANTI-CLICK •AtM-VIRUS*THRU PORT FOR ALL AMIGAS

MONITORS
Microvitek 1438 E259.00
Microvitek 1440 E399.00
Samsung 15" 0 1 9 _ 0 0
Samsung 17" E5 9 9 .0 0
Samsung 20” c P 0 A

ACCELERATORS

TEL:
1 2 6 F O R E

0 1 8 1 - 3 4  5 - 6 0 0 0

NEW!!!
Artec Colour

Scanner
E399.00

COMPLETE MATH CARD
rAgd S C F T W A P E
TO ENAR F YOU TO
ALSO CONECT TO A PC
CR MACKTOSH
COMPUTER

PORTABLE AUDIO CD PLAYER

AttellgAIVIDOU i 040£2150

A I M ?
0 6 0

A
£2450

per 68030/28Mhz OMB £119.00
/per 68030/40Mhz OMB £189.00
:oer 68030/50Mhz OMB £199.00

APPOLLO 68020/28Mhz OMB £99.00
APPOLLO 68030/50Mhz OMB
WITH FREE FPU £ 1 9 9 . 0 0

AMIGA A600 ACCELERATOR
68020 28MHZ UPGRADEABLE TO
13MB RAM ONLY E209.00 IN STOCK

EZ135
SYQUEST

AVAILABLE
NOW!!!

09.00

HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA
Nobody Undersells USIIIII

AMIGA A6001A500/A500+
RAM CARDS

A600 1MB Ram E 2 0 . 0 0
A600 1MB Ram & Clock £ 3 3 .0 0
A500+ 1MB Ram £ 2 0 . 0 0
A500 1/2MB Ram £ 1 5 . 0 0

Al200 RAM CARDS
PCMCIA compatible

(With Clock & FPU socket)
OMB E 4 9 . 0 0
2MB £ 1 0 9 . 0 0
4MB £ 1 5 9 . 0 0
8MB £ 2 3 9 . 0 0

ZIP RAMS 2 MB £99.00
MEMORY

1MB
2MB
4MB
8MB
16MB
32MB

30
Pin
£25
E89
£109
£239
£389
CN/A

64
Pin
EN/A
EN/A
£199
EN/A
EN/A
EN/A

72
Pin
£35
£69
£109
E239
£389
£699

FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD

EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCSI)
FOR AMIGA A600 & Al200

WITH FREE!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE
DOUBLE SPEED £ 1 5 9 .0 0
QUAD SPEED £ 2 3 9 . 0 0
SIX SPEED C P O A
PORTABLE CD E P O A

FPU
Increases the performance of your machine when
adding these FPU's• suitable for all Accelerator &
Ram cards for Al200 and Amiga 4000 Computers

28Mhz (PLCC) £ 2 4 . 0 0
33Mhz (PLCC) E 3 9 . 0 0
40Mhz (PLCC)mk £ 5 9 . 0 0
50Mhz (PGA) £ 8 9 . 0 0

FTER OF E
M O NT H !!!

260MB 2.5" HDI S K
COMPLETE WITH CABLES AND

SOFTWARE

E99.95
LIMITED QUANTITY

AVAILABL

Gasteiner

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!!
WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY

GENUINE QUOTED PRICE.

AMIGA A l200
AMIGA A l200
AMIGA Al200
AMIGA A l200
AMIGA A l200
AMIGA A l200

(BASIC UNIT)
(WITH170MB

280MB
(WITH 340MB
(WITH 540MB
(WITH 850MB

EXTERNAL
SCSI HDISK with

45W PSU
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

340MB £ 1 9 9 . 0 0
540MB E 2 2 9  00
850MB £ 2 6 9 . 0 0
1GIG £ 2 9 9 . 0 0
2/4/9GIG E P O A
SQUIRREL E 5 4 . 0 0

SPECIAL OFFER
2.5" DRIVES

FOR AMIGA A600/1200 COMPLETE WITH
SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS

40MB
120MB
340MB
510MB
850MB
1 GIG

270MB
a4omB
420MB
540MB
810MB
1-GIG

£40.00
£79.00
£165.00
£229.00
£399.00
CP.O.A

3.5" HARD DRIVES
IDE S C S I

- E 9 9
£119 £119
£119 £ 1 2 9
£139 C l  69
£189 £ 2 2 9
E199 £ 2 2 9

100MB ZIP DRIVEE199.00
ALFA-POWER

HARD DISKFOR AMICiA A500/500+
120MB E 1 7 9 . 0 0
420MB E 1 9 9 . 0 0
810MB £ 2 6 9 . 0 0
1 GIG £ 2 9 9 . 0 0

SYOUEST DRIVES
Int. E x t .

88MB £ 2 1 9  £ 2 6 9
105MB £ 2 2 9  £ 2 7 9
200MB E 3 3 9  £ 3 8 9
270MB £ 3 4 9  £ 3 9 9

BOTH THE ZIPP & SYOUEST
DRIVES NEED SCSI

CONTROLLER ON ALL
AMIGA COMPUTERS

2 1
, 1
3 1  
4
.
7
1
/
.
.
!
1  
/  
P
.
.
C
1  
C
Y
C

HARD DISK)
HARD DISK)
HARD DISK)
HARD DISK)
HARD DISK)

£359.00
£469.00
£489.00
£539.00
£559.00
£699.00

ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK EP.O.A

Dr um m  CHANGES
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT S M
A L L  
C O N S U M A B L E
S  
A N D

SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF E59 PLEASE
ADD E3,50 P&P OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS, NEXT
DAY COURIER SERVICE Cl 0 PER BOX OFFSHORE AND
HIGHLANDS, PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDI-
TION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES.
SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS Et  5 PER BOX,
MORNING. NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS EIO PER BOX,
E&OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT
PRIOR NOTICE, ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED.

Ell
711

ACCESSORIES
AMIGAA060012:0 Pai E 3 L 9 5
A503 NI  FLOPPY DRUE C 3 0 . 9 5
AIX012001\11: FLOPPY DRIVE C1500
25' HUSK CABLE t i o n o
25'TOas•HDISK CABLE KfT £15.00
PARALIEL PRINTER CABLE ES00
AMIGAVGAADAPTOR C 1 5 . 0 0
AIVIIGAIPACKBALL C 3 5 0 3
Auro JOYSTICK SWITCH C1 5 . 0 0
MOUSE MATS E 2 0 0

S T R E E T , U P P E R  E D M O N I O N , L O N D O N , N 1 8  2  X  A
F AX:  0 1 8 1 - 3 4 5 - 6 8 6 8  E - M A I L :  g a s t e i n @ d i r c o n . c o . u k
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• V A my  hidden tape recorder, loaded my SLR camera with film and slung it out of sight

undir my coat, then I walked out my door. I proceeded (presumably in an orderly
fashion) into Manchester.

The first shop I came to was no help at all. I walked in and boldly stated my pur-
pose: "I want to buy an Amiga. Have you got any?" to which the man behind the
counter replied, "No". When I asked him why, in a shocked tone of voice, he merely
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of the oldest in the book, but unfortunately, I may as well have been in the fish-
mongers in Manchester for all the luck I had trying to get an Amiga.

My first, and best, port of call was the Silica Shop in Debenhams jn _Manchester's
Arndale Centre. After wandering around the shop tor• i t d p t d g  the jerky
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around the E900 mark
(including VAT). Obviously, they all needed a
slight nudge in the right direction, so in each
case I mentioned the fact that one of my
friends had an Amiga and it looked quite
good. In Silica Shop, as soon as I mentioned
the Amiga, the sales assistant (who was
their PC bod) realised that the Amiga would
actually be quite a good choice and told me
that the graphics for Babylon 5 and seaQuest
DSV were all produced on Amigos.

I kept up my act of wide-eyed innocence
and said that that was quite an impressive
track record, at which point the sales assistant
said that he didn't know very much about
Amigos apart from the fact that they were very
easy to use and could be hooked directly up
to a video, etc. He suggested I wait for his col-
league, the Amiga expert, to return to get the
full gen, but he was himself far more enthusi-
astic about the Amiga's capabilities than his
erstwhile comrade.

PERSISTENT
My next visit was to Dixons in the Amdale
Centre. I waited to see the computer expert
rather than deal with someone who only
knew about stereos and once he was free, he
came over and started to sell me a PC.
Unfortunately, once more, the budget that I
had fabricated of E500 was again exceeded,
this time by about E150 in the form of a PC
that wasn't going to be able to do what I
wanted out of the box. I pushed in the direc•
non of the Amiga (Dixons don't actually sell
Amigos at the moment), but the salesman
seemed uncertain as to the availability ol the
machine and suggested that they were no
longer in production.

Thus discouraged, I decided to cheer myself
up by going to visit the Escom shop in John
Dalton Street in Manchester. 'After all', I told
myself, 'Petro Tyschtchenko said that Amiga
Technologies were going to place the Amiga
in Escom shops because of the high rate of
Amiga experience in the staff running the
shops.' I wasn't lucky enough to get one of
those shops though.

I walked around the showroom for a bit
taking in the mini-towers, desktops, and full-
size towers that littered the workbenches (no
pun intended!) around the room. The only
sign of an Al200 was a stack of three empty
boxes in the window. I told my tale to the
nearest salesman and he suggested I buy a._
PC. His cheapest PC was about E620 and
came with practically nothing by way of
sweeteners. When I asked about a suitable
paint package, the Man from Escom told me I
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could use Windows' Paintbrush.
I shunted the conversation towards the

Amiga in what was by now becoming a sligh-
tly desperate attempt for somebody, anybody,
to recommend Escom's new baby to me, but
to no avail. The salesman's eyes just glazed
over when I mentioned the Amiga and he fran-
tically tried to cover up the complete lack of
knowledge that he had about the machine.
When asked if the Amiga ran Windows, the
salesman didn't think so, and when I asked
him about the specification of the machine he
tried to look on the box, a job I could have
done (the Amiga Magic bundle makes no men-
tion of the machine's specification on the box).

He couldn't even tell me the price of an
Amiga without having to consult another
employee. I said that the PC was too expensive
to start with and I just wanted a machine
which I could expand at a later date, to which
the man from Escom said that the Amiga was
categorically not expandible. I turned on my
heel and walked out.

I'd had my fill of Manchester. I trudged back
along Market Street despairing of any of
Manchester's citizens being persuaded to buy
an Amiga in these PC-dominated days. Maybe
my luck would be better nearer to
home, in Stockport
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O N C L U S I O N S
Unfortunately, things don't look too hopeful from what I've
written, but the staff in the shops weren't entirely to
blame. For a start, the Amiga doesn't appear to offer all
that much for E399 compared to what the PCs offered for
E650. It might seem like a huge jump in cosh terms, but
remember when you buy a PC you are also getting a
monitor, 4Mb RAM (at least) and a sizeable hard drive_ It's
no wonder that shops that do carry Amigos don't try to sell
you them, when selling a PC system is so much easier to
justify to a potential punter.

Some of the blame must also rest on Amiga
Technologies' shoulders, particularly the fiasco in their
own shop. Not enough people are aware of the fact that
the Amiga is back in production and by a company who
are supposed to be different to bad or Commodore. In the

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

So into the shopping centre I went hoping
for a better performance_ I went into Dixons
and approached the first guy I saw lithe corn.
puter department I 'm looking fib/ a comp
u
i
er." 'What specification do you want?' I  want
it to be cheap. I only have about E500.7 At this
point in the exchange one of the_Dixons staff
sniggered to his colleague: 'He's hoping! A
computer for csoor

At this point I was tempted to just walk out,
but I persevered. I explained my situation and
gave all the cues for them to suggest I try Tandy
who do stock Amigos. But no, I was told that I
should come back when I had the requisite,
and by now familiar, figure of E650 to spend
on a PC. As I left the shop I could hear the
salesman and his cronies laughing behind me.

My last hope was Tandy, not a name to
inspire confidence. I walked downstairs to the
computer showroom where, notwithstanding
the Amiga box on display in the window, there
were only PCs to be seen. It was in Tandy that
suffered most at the hands of the PC bigots.

SOLIDARITY
Unfortunately, my cover story as a starving art
student was spoilt somewhat by the fact that
the guy trying to sell me a machine had just
finished a course similar to the one I described,
so he was at pains to try and show me some
solidarity. He told me of the joys of owning a
PC and showed me a machine that was E250
over budget.

While he demonstrated the amazing bene-
fits of PaintShopPro, a shareware image pro-
cessing and paint package, he told me that a
PC was the machine I needed. I told him I had
seen an Amiga at work and was quite
impressed and he said: "The Amiga is nothing
like this whatsoever." The guy at Tandy has to
be congratulated though for pointing out some
of the more serious deficits of the Amiga.

He said that there wasn't much transporta-
bility of files (yes you can write to a PC disk on
the Amiga, but you can't save out a document
in Word format), you might not be able to get a
suitable printer driver (actually he said that you
can't even get a cable for a printer to connect
to an Amiga), and you can't buy what software
there is anywhere. He also advised me that I
could upgrade my PC a bit at a time as I could
afford it  and end up with a far superior
machine than the one I bought, relatively
cheaply.

death, people will only go into shops asking for an Amiga
if they know about it and see its benefits. Unless Escom
are willing to put some time into promotion (it doesn't
hove to mean expensive advertising campaigns) the
Amiga is still going to sink into a bottomless pit. Shops
won't carry it because they don't sell, they don't sell
because the shop staff persuade people to buy PCs, then
people who wont to buy an Amigo can't find anywhere to
buy one from so they buy a PC too, and so it goes on.

The solution to all the above comments is of course to
make friends with your local independent retailer. He is in
a position to be able to sell you an Amiga and support it
too, and much of the Amigo's massive success (along with
its future success) has been thanks to the small computer
shop owner, A l e
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NEW Spectrum Games
(Play direct from CD)

E; SLI  ( J i 1 9 t
C64 & 45 games pack

Spectrum V2 & 50 games
Vic 20 & 30 games

All 3 packs for only E9.99
SEE LEFT FOR DESCRIPTION
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Smiled complete II ready to oso (for A600 Al200) only: now only E10.99
Easy installation tall manual included
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NEW-MAGIC WB
, (IMPROVE YOUR WORKBENCH BY 500/o)

This n e w ve rsion  0 /  Mag ic WB is fu lly compat ib le  with  any
Amiga. even rho  ve ry baste Am iga  can  now run M ag ic WB

U995 M a g i c  WB 1.3 F o r  any Amiga IVIB 1.3-3.01
AGA021 M a g i c  WB AGA S p e c i a l  Al200 & 4000

EXTRA FOR USE WITH A.110VE
MAGIC WB EXTRA vol 1-12 (2 Disks per volume)
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VAR I OU S 8 - 0  2  (2  D )
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SEXY BACK DROP (1 D)
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When you subscribe to Amiga Computing

K240
Save over £29.99
Gremlin's outer space
strategy game gives
you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at
the touch of a button.

Save El 5.93

AMIGA COMPUTING

Amiga Next Steps &
Al200 Insider
Guide books
Save over £29

A special two-book pack-
age including the essential
Next Steps  guide for  all
users who have mastered
the basics. plus the defini-
tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDO S on  t h e
Al200, packed with expert
tutorials.

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart
Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

52 gam tanta5ati(

J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

Mic ropros e's
huge s t r a t e g y

game, UFO, puts you
in the  hot  s eat as  the

world comes under attack by an alien invasion.
•  Add E3 to the price of subscription.

Heimdall II
Save over E34.99 The follow-up to

the classic Viking
adventure f r om
Core Design takes
you again in to
Nordic landscape
in t h is  arcade
adventure and can
be yours, abso-
lutely free, when
you subscribe.



MR gilt n

9576 D Two tree issues and a magazine binder
9596 D K240
9598 DI Amiga Next Steps & Amiga 1200 Insider Guide Books
9600 Di 1-leimdall II
9597 0 UFO I
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1 I would like the following yearly subscription:
New R e n e w a l
968E 0  968
7 U K  
E 4
4  
9
9

9688 0 9 6 8 9  E U  E 6 9  99
n  9690 9 6 9 1  W o d d  E 8 4  99
I I  C a n a d a / U S A  •  S98

•  I would like a UK quarterly direct debit ongoing

Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction
AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS

Named torktuijOg society.

Address

Name of account

Your account no.

Peacoda

•

I
Sort code

Signatura(a) . . . .

Date

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Originator's 4de5atocabon No, 8  5  I 4  7
1
2
1

YOur instructions to the banktudding
society:

I instruct you to pay Direct Debits from
my account at the request of 1DG Media.
The amounts are variable and may
be debited on various dates
No acknowledgement required.
I understand that IDG Meta may
change the amounts and dales only alter
giving me prior notice.
I will intorm the banktutidng socse4y in
writng if I wash to cancel this instruction
1 understand that if any Elect Debt is
pod hvhch breaks the terms of the
Instruction the bank buldng society
make a refund

Saraituading society may deckne to aoceb
instructions to pay Direct Debit 'from some
types a  accounts.

Card No

Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure
F R E E  del iv ery  s t raight  to y our  door
P R O T E C T I O N  agains t  future pr ic e inc reas es
G U A R A N T E E D  deliv ery  ev ery  month
I N V A L U A B L E  A miga  G uide eac h mon t h
F R E E  gif t  or  s pec ial of fer

T r  SUBSCRIPTION HO TLINE
for c a rd  o rd ers

Tel:  0151-357 1275 F a x :  0151-357 2813
Emai l : database@dbdirect.demon.co.uk

The Easy Way To Pay
Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only
can you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing
an issue. but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

I I
I

iimiga Computing rifloritg 5ifinuip ion form
•  I wish to pay by:

ChequelEurochequeiPostal Order payable to IDG Media
n  Credit Card ivisaAccessiBarctevcardllotaslercardtEutoCardiConnect1 Expiry Date
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•  rick which tree gift/special offer you want (not available to world subscribers)

If you are paying by direct debit please pay additional amounts by cheque or credit card.

•  Canada U S A  subscribers send to: Europress (North America), Unit 14, Bysham Dave,
Woodstock, Ontario, NT4 1P1, Canada, Tel: 519-539-0200, Fax.' 519-5399725

rck tN.5 box It you do not msh to receive promobonai material from (Aar companies

•  Deliver my magazine to:

Name (MrldirsiMissiMs)

Address

Postcode  D a y t i m e  phone no

Send this form to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EB. (No stamp needed if posted in too
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R h i e r g r a l d  Accounting Software
for all Amigit

• • •  ge•eratiote of  Professional Accorenting software fed the Amiga.
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A LIMITED PERIOD YOU CAN BUY EASY LEDGERS 2 1 1 1 9 9 9AT TINS NEW LOW PRICE (was E199.99)
A 78 DAY TRIAL PERIOD - CALL FOR MORE DETAILS

2Mb RAM &
Hard Disk Required

ALSO AVAILABLE
Se Daus - 2S/2D, Mom Ousts,' wife Cowen(' &sus

ID Pugs - 2 S / 2 D,  NIGH CONITT MTN COLOURED t u t u

MOO 312r RAN ODOM(

1500 PIUS I  on RAN trpouspr

0600 lw .  RAN UPGRADE

14.99
119.99
119.99
129.99
129.99

VPSki

FOR out you FOOTBALL WS,  S O C C E R
TNISI S  rmt IDEAL MOUE FOR Toe

Risotimos 4001w
Po. Abe rto Sawests Burros:
111* V r n t  tr a l i t i ffr r

FX 2.t
Complele Image Proctising Solithool

for all Am#
So orSer hoar  promassist ps: a  es Me Maga

ti nts too m y r r h *  tot tissit from salmis* calms
remseries reels Iv I M M O  e speskat effetely fast

bottle rat &Distil StMerier pa  ma s prier errisf er
aides aniocise Mostent s dory*  Mt Ibtrest Me

best mid Me sliest csamieN Mate proms. s e h t l e a
t or  sat( • '  - •  -
- t e aSystem Performesee

TM easiest re es* aidsmart peamPft s lotarrate
Mattabest Mega Mader Mb tea sot pa r  Mate

bol os losolitts Ir. boilf le "fries! ASENNOM allows my*
so hostas mer i t sot size tellothed atetri-feral trot

Ul D theati taal l  Mote anaemia,  shoos effect
*Obey mist 17 autftbris Mate &fru, *  earl Musket
seeds* revive mond: cat nutria Mi t  MAO pan'

etas hoot& sommallad Aram Sffp/POrt fbr macre* sae
pretresmalay goer dellsable stioxv kap ma t a m e
befit le AllocrolArou sole roewillsog, two powerful
borr-k proven/of systems: attla sad Affl ar  t  raw?!

thastirosif Mote twrolotiolog sostow.
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The UK's
leading

Light Wave
and Al pha

exper ts

Exclusive
Al pha

LightWave
Di str i b u to r

Loads o f
new add-ons

for Light Wave
-  Phone for

latest
details

Imagine w h a t
you could do  w i t h . . .

...Newtek l ightWave 3D v.4
(the new manuals are excellent)
The definitive 3D rendering and

animation software package.
As used in Babylon 5. Grim.

Sea Quest DSV. Star Trek TNG,
Star Trek Voyager. Golden Eye.

Desktop Images Videos
Ron Thornton's new tapes and

Modeler I , Modeler 2, Camera and
lighting techniques. Displacement

mapping, morphing and bones.
Surfaces and textures.

We also handle direct from
manufacturers the Draco and all

Macro System products.

Raptor 3
We are the official distributor of
Deskstation products in the UK.

Anim Workshop 0 5
Pixel 3D2 was 1 9 9  now E60.

We also supply for the UK,
Ssnapmaps. Building Objects,

Humanoid, Sparks.WaveMaker. Impact
& many more.

D PS Personal Animation
Recorder

Broadcast Quality Video System.

Perception/Speedrazor
Broadcast non-linear video editing

system.

Warthogs/Raptor 3
275MHz (Alpha 2 I 064A chip)
266MHz, 300MHz & 333MHz

(Alpha 21164 chip)

PUTTING M U M M A  TO WORK

We sell the  tools t o
fi re your  imagination.

Sales and c red it  card ho tl ine
0171 7 2 1  7 0 5 0

Best
Prices

Best Service
guaranteed

Direct
from

Manufacturer
The New 1

Cyberstor
nVN. 060



Reviewed

Helicopter adventures are here courtesy of Empire.
Are you brave enough?

We investigate yet another Doom-style game and weigh up the
best of the rest

The one that made it into the Amiga Magic
Pack. System take a look at 21st Century's latest

Another pinballer, but this time aimed
at the younger end of the market

Andy Maddock is bowled over by this
latest 3D race'-em-up from Kellicm

We take a look at this sub-standard football
sim which aims to be the next SWOS - and fails

Previewed

The eagerly-awaited sequel to Zeewolf is nearly
ready. We take a sneak preview

Coal°

•
g
l
o
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Zeewolf 2
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By Andy MaddOCK
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ow, before you start yawning, please don't. I'm
just as sick of all these Doom clones appearing on
The Amigo as  you are. When one comes out,
another supersedes it. What are you supposed to
do'? Well. I suggest you keep one eye on the mar-

ket and one eye on These very pages for news of a brand
new clone.

It's being developed by an Italian company by the name
of Fields of Vision. Breathless is its name, and impressiveness isundoubtedly i t s

game. It will feature
256 colours , v ar i-
able textured win-
dows. floors, walls
and doors, plus  a
'bouncing m o v e -
ment' which allows you to jump up and down to platforms
you otherwise wouldn't reach. There will also be a fog lighting
effect which will probably  hav e a  similar effec t t o  that
of Hexen on  the PC. It's  looking like being the ultimate
Doom c lone, shutting t he  door  straight in  t he  fac e  o f
Fears, Gloom and Alien Breed 3D. Personally, I'm holding my
breath! Hoo.

As y ou can see from the  detai l  of  the
sky, Br eathl ess is goi ng to be  the  bes t
Doom  cl one in ter m s of  gr aphics

-
1
0
•
1
=
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Extreme-ly leisure-ly
Guildhall Leisure ore back following their successes with Gloom and Fears with a 3D,
Mario Kart-like Amiga racing game to feature one to eight players, four on a  single
machine and links via a serial plus or a modem link. There will be eight different cars to
choose from including a Ferrari. Police, and VW Beetle, and will feature many different
cars to race against and lots of tracks to race around, including a water world and a
radioactive wodd, as well as normal roads.

There Is a battle mode included, and those who are familiar with Mario Kart on the
SNES will know how much fun this is. It uses a four-player split screen, and although this
seems like your view will be greatly reduced. it actually works very well. The graphics are
small yet surprisingly well defined, and the tracks contain all sorts of twists and turns.

If you own an accelerator then you're going to be in for hours of fun because it races
at a terrific speed. Altering the screen mode and size will change the speed and look of
the game so you can race how you want to - there are no restrictions. Extreme Racing
looks like a close version of Mario Kart, and if the gameplay can match. Guildhall will
begin the year with an instant success. We'll hopefully have a deeper look next month.
Meanwhile, have a look for yourself.

Gui ldhal l  Leisur e coul d be  onto a real
w inner  i f they  can m ai nta i n the  qual i ty
from the i r  tw o pr evious r eleases

Ther e ar e lots of  di ffer ent car s to choose
from as w el l  as lots of  tr acks to r ace
ar ound.  I t  cer tainly doesn't  l ack content l

The ti tl e  scr een sum s up just how  m any
hours have  actual l y  gone  i nto devel opi ng
the ul ti m ate  Doom  c l one

Suicide is painless
IVI•A•S•H is not to be confused with the
rather bizarre American comedy series and
Worms by Team i  7 Although it may have
the same idea, I don't wont to be caught up
with the who's idea it was. or who 'copied'
who debate, because frankly, I don't care.

This game is another which, I  think,
surfed around the Pt) scene a while ago
and is now set Iota full commercial release.
I'm a blite worried about all these games
being programmed from some guy's bed-
room and being released at  full price,
because they may be quite adequate as a
Public Domain release, but its a very big
step challenging the  likes of Virgin. Time
Warner, Empire. Team 17 and Ocean - you
can't expect the games to be of outstand-
ing quality.

Having said that, all programmers and
developers hove to start somewhere and
Chris Gregon seems to have got himself
started on the right foot with tvi•A•S'H. The
best w a y  I  c a n  describe i t  i s  a
Worms/lemmings-like game full of  con-
stant action with tanks and little spuds bat-
tling away. It will be available on mail order
directly from Chris himself. Hopefully, we
can squeeze in a lull review next month to
give you a  low-down on how much this
compares to Team 17's highly acclaimed,
Worms.
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Om can see tha t  one of  the
'w he n,  is tr a i ni ng w hi ch adds a
wow dim ension to testi ng ne w
"Dyer s  aga i nst your  'A s i de

-an S e n s i b l e  S o f t w a r e
ounced they were going to

their long standing rela-
ship with the Amiga to  an
I t he  world were captured
great scenes o f  sadness -
ply. Their leaving present to

• Am ig a  faithful was  none
r er than Sensible Wor ld o f

cer and  maybe the world

Alter the success of Coala which has received
a very healthy 90 per cent in this issue, Empire
O'e going to try and further their success with a
huge football compilation featuring some of
the best football games ever released.

First up is FIFA International Soccer which i$
sNI remarkably popular, especially on the con-
sole formats. For those of you who don't know,
I s  the unusually isometric viewed game which
looked mightily impressive and realistic.

Kick Off 3 - European Challenge also makes
On appearance. This didn't continue the some
gameplay and graphics as the first Kick Off
series, which was a let-down. but after a few
hours it became so absorbing. nobody could
put it down.

On the Ball was probably one of the finest
graphical football management games ever

didn't want another  game -
ever.

Shortly after  the release o f
SWOS, and after riding high In
the charts following millions of
sales las t year, i t  began  t o
crumble. People bec ame un-
happy a s  minor  complaints
filtered through and more and
more players were left disap-
pointed with the bugged and
crash-tastic SWOS.

After the complaints. Sen-
sible Software came out for an
encore t o  much surprise and
offered a  bug-free version for
absolutely free. All the annoy-
ing features had been ironed
out and. despite the extra disk,
it managed t o  c law its  way
back t o  be ing t h e  greates t
ever football g a m e  o n  t h e
Amiga.

Time Wa r n e r  Inter ac t iv e
have dec ided to update SWOS
further, add ing small features

I I MO) N I  EV 1  ;KU T E P O O
D E M OD M EKO
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that w i l l  undoubtedly  in jec t
some life back into it. We have
already seen a preview version,
and although the actual game
part looks identical, there ore
subtle touches which, if you go
back t o  your old version, y ou
will not be able to live without.

Basically, all the teams are
going to be re-vamped -  new
players, k its  and  managers -

The ac tua l  in-gam e bi t l ooks
i denti cal  apar t from one  thi ng -
look w her e  thei r  hands ar e!

Building an Empire
combining a  unique adventure-like interface
with real football-like situations. these con-
tributed efficiently enough to  the industry to
warrant a  World Cup edition, which in turn
superseded the league edition. The league edi-
tion contains all the Premier and First division
data as  well as  all the features o f  training.
sponsorship, press conferences and running
commentary on the matches.

Finally, to finish the compilation off. Empire
have selected one of the finest football man-
agement games ever Premier Manager 3. This
is the latest in the series from Gremlin, and needs
no introduction whatsoever as it received 91
per cent right here in the pages of System.

Soccer Stars '96 will retail at 13499. and for
four excellent football games, that could well
be one of the bargains of the year - already!

Soccer  Stars *96 conta i ns
Premier  Manager  3 w hi ch
in m y m i nd is the  best
footbal l  m a na ge m e nt
gam er  ever

and you can also manage your
A team who compete in the
league and your B team, which
contains all your up and .com-
ing youngsters a n d  reserves
whom you can call up at any
time dur ing t he  season. You
can add aftertouch on ground
passes. the international man-
ager's position is now included,
and t h e r e  a r e  a n im a t e d
crowds, a  new rating system
with stars and lots more

Although it  may  not sound
much, it does make the game
that little b it  better. Even the
display of players' names in the
corner of the screen adds a lit-
tle mor e exc itement as  y ou
now know who you are control-
ling and which computer play-
er has the ball. We'll bring you a
full review, a long with an  in-
depth look  a t  all the special
features to see if the best has
just got better!

Inhale.. Exile
Audiogenic h a v e  b e e n  relat ively
active on the old gaming front, espe-
cially with releases l ike Odyssey,
Graham Gooch's Cricket '95, and now
a re-released version of the old classic
Exile. I  can remember this appearing
quite a few years ago. It was like an in-
space arcade adventure which began,

own space ship, with you

pre g  but tons a n d  •  ping
grenades and basic space- T h i n g s .
The game was fairly big with plenty of
puzzles to solve, crews to rescue and
monsters to battle against.

On the A500, it proved to be one of
the most taxing and enjoyable games
to be released. The new version for the
Al200 and CD32 ore about to arrive
and will contain advanced graphics
and sound, taking advantage of the
AGA chipset. It will also be re-released
on the A500, so if you've never played
It before, it wouldn't be a waste of your
time to check it out.

8 8  _  J a lla n
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preview
by far the

best addition
has got to
be the new
vehicles which
you can
control, each
having their
own unique set
of weapons

ill T h e  3 2  missions c a n be
pl ayed at r andom  giving you
a gr eat dea l  of fr eedom  in
how  you play the  gam e

Jnnr NH 9 0

You wi l l  be abl e  to bl ow  up
ne w  styles of  bui lding w hi ch
will a dd var iety

°me mb e r Zeewolf - we
certainly do. It arrived in
the office and we played
it to  death, g iving it  a  well
deserved score  o f

90%. Well,  n o w  i t s  b a ck,  it s
sequel is anyway. and it boasts
a who le  host o f  new features
and improvements on some of
the crit icisms leve lled a t  t h e
original.

Developed by Binary Asylum. Zeewolf 2 is both a
helicopter shoot-'em-up and a simulator. Set over a
huge 32 levels, you are set a  number of missions to
complete, which, incidentally, you can  play in any
order. They vary from Seek and Destroy where you
must find a building, vehicle or person and err, shoot
them. to  the 'n icer' missions like Airlift, a  fun addition
where you must winch friendly units to and from the
battle zones.

The story so for fo r those of you who don't know,
is that Ecliptico, an evil corporation, have launched
attacks on  the  p lanet in  a  b id  t o  take  ove r the
world. The good guys. the  Zenith corporation, a re
the only ones that stand between them and world
domination. However Zenith are a rmed only with a
Zeewolt helicopter and some remote control bottle-
field cra f t

The Ecliptic° are better armed and Zenith have a
tough jo b  a h e a d  o f  them.. .(dramatic music, ro ll

camera...)
One th ing the  designers

hove considered this t ime is
how to make  the game  set-
tings mo re  interesting. They
have done this with four new
landscapes w h i c h  a r e
European. Arctic. Desert and
Toxic, and each has their own
features a n d  trees, e tce te ra
which g ive you something a
little different to fly over each
time.

Buildings h a ve  a lso  b e e n
improved with inclusions such
cis o i l  rigs, we llheads,  a n d
town halls. But by far the best
addition has g o t  t o  b e  the
new vehicles which you can
control, e a c h  h a vin g  th e ir

The ne w  scanner
system wi l l  be
i m pl em ented

m eani ng tha t  de a d
vehicles now

di sappear

—.6orr--11•
-
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Previewed by Tina Hackett

14,7se

eewo

agi pi-Nil "Er].

3D per specti ve  wi l l
work w el l  w i th the
style of  gam e

a

The game should be available in December,
will run on all Amigos, and be priced at £29.99.
We'll bring you a  full review soon, bu t  already
it's looking like being a fresh challenge for old
veterans o f  the  g a me  as we ll a s keep ing  it
accessible fo r those wh o  a re  n e w to  it. We
look forward...

own unique set of weapons. By remote control you
will be able to take charge of a Patrol Boat, Battle
Tank, VTOL fighter. a n d  Transport helicopter, a n d
according to the particular mission, they all allow
for different tactics. The weapons vary from vehicle
to vehicle too so, for example, the Patrol Boat has
torpedoes and the battle tank has a heat-seeking
shell.

The game has also been speeded up consider-
ably and Binary Asylum reckon that the difference
when playing the new version on  an A500 co m-
pared directly with its predecessor will be obvious.

This ve rsion  a ls o  imp le me n ts t h e  scanner,
although they have made it so that dead vehicles
now disappear from it and it can also be cancelled
out by going too near the enemy's radio tower.

A password system will a lso  b e  incorporated
and, rather than giving it out every four levels, it will
be extensively ploytested to find out when to give
it on the later levels. If for example. a  mission takes
40 minutes to complete, they will provide you with
a password then - it's good to see companies using
their co mmo n  sense over password systems for a
change!

Final word
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Blank disks
10 for £3.99

house Mats
Deluxe Mouse Mats E2-50 each
CD ROM Software
We now stock CD software.

Please write/phone for prices

Catalogue disks
D . ,  c4 (we 4 0 0 U ms e n!
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II disks are compatible for
A 5 0 0 / A 5 0 0 + / A 6 0 0 / A 1  200,  except (N)
which indicates not compatible for  1 2 0 0

EDUCATIONAL
IN.13 This includes some games'

E023.....Electrone Train Set (1 meg} ............- - .Construct DWri train set
E033......Educabon 1 L e a m  German
E035.... Education 3 W e a t h e r  ano climate
6079......Treasure Hunt   _ _ G r e a t  Kies One
E86 .. Wrattehed P u b  quiz style game
E088......Pair Crazy__________.—_,___Good 0018 game tor hills
E180, ,.. GCSE Maths, .  .._ . .  ......  _Si/ t ut us  taught disk
E185......Astronorny __________ ... __Calculates positions of planets
E193„. Astronormi. ___„_______ ......... ____ ......   _A total concept dish
E31......Colour The Alpleitet....-••• ......... - ..... __Educational spelling game
E271, ... Dinosaurs O u i s  an Dinosaurs
E271......The Highway Code ..... _____________ All you need to know
E296 .. States of Europe . . . .  Informafion on this continent Good
E299 Cornekincate . . .  • „ -Learn hoot to use sign language
E3I1  The Internet. A  guide to the Intenvi
E312 Learn French (not 13) ... . ...... ______ .., ... _Reich verb tester
E315  Learn & Play 3 (not 1.3). . . . Education & Games
E331 Jigsaw (2 disks) M a t c h  Me Preces into a •figsavi
E339 . _Dunks DTP .. D e s k t o p  publishing for kids
E350 Barney the bear (2 disia). .. _  Loam & meet animals
E110.., _Birthday History_ ..... Gres Moiled events on your birthday. Good
E111___Wardplay............ .., .........._-..„-......Lots ot Countdown games
E113 Morsecode final 13) S i m p l e  tolocal

BUSINESS SOFTWARE
9089.. _Journal . . . . . . . . . . Accounts program
6136 Amtbase Prof . . ,  Excellent database
9137... _6410 Business letters .  Ready to print
8140___Terd Eegioe.. E x c e l l e n t  word processor
8153_ _Fileia-tax . .  . _  _  . .  .  A s  1 soros
0154 0E0.. ..... , .  . .  —  „Beginners word processor
8175.. „ Text plus VERSION 4 .. h u l l e d  word processor
9232 Cheque Book Account . K e e t  labs on your expenditure
E1240 Little Office W a r d  Proccessar. Database & Spreadsheet
E1323 Ordortn ., . .  Invoice maker
6330 Easycalc. . ...._ _____ ... ... . .  Excellent spreadsheet
6400, Phone Locator,. .. _ C o d e s  for Britain

CREATIVE + GRAPHICS
coo. _foots Galore (-Idle's)._ . 1 0 0 ' s  at talltS
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C197 .....Clip-art  S t a r s l o g o s i x o l a s i o n s  etc
CI N. ., .Clipirt - - V a l e n t i n e s  and weddings
C206.... ABC Advetrute Creator (N) Create your own adventure games
C231 _Audio Animation Studio . „__ C r e a t e  Cartoons
C236 .. Nord Poor .. S a k e  crosswords & anagrams
C256 .. Print studio. . . .  -  M u t h  purpose priner utility
C250 ... Garden designer _____Create your own garden excellent graphics •
C263 .. +League Database....„.... ...... .......... ... Eawto-use totted editor
C331 __Signature Creator C u s t o m i s e  your signature
C389......roitoca1 not 1 3). - . T o p  gooey cataloguer

MISCELLANEOUS UTILITIES
M210.. _Pods Pools Version 2_ M o r k  out your winnings
M213.....500+ Emulator U p g i a d e r  for the A500
M211...,,winemjo.a D a t a b a s e  for wine loves
11214.....Lockpio V2.0 „ _ . .  •  .  . . Uncover cop
,
/ f a c i l i t i e s
11259_,Ea5y SOO • . . . . .  ..... S p e l l  checker/helper

S o f t w a r e  Established 7990

Expressions
it

Introducing some of the best public domain & shareware
software. These are high-quality freely distributable
disks at a fraction of commercial prices

11262 Essential Virus Killers
M299 ,, Tee ta Green
11310 Personality Wyss._ .....
11311 Cop the Lot Pro
11332 Virus Checker V8 5

M3
I1
3
9
33
1 
•
C
D
a
i s
k
r  
D
a
t
a  
°
A
n
a
i
r

0075 P r e t t y  shots of talented girls
0106 P i c t u r e s  and music
0166 M i m s  of USS Enteronse
0177 , _ _ A g a t e i n  no.17 More like above Good
02117 . . . . . . . . —  .  . S h r l e s h o w
0312 . _ _ _ _ _  ...... __Rave music & Graphics
0313 . .  ............. . _ .. . R a v e  dultebox
1)311, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ G a c d .  Sequel to State of Arl

Kills all the latest viruses
Excellent gait-scorer

. Type in answers to assess yourself
UpdatAl tottery helper

New updated killer
Salvages damaged disks

Check your car parts!!

DEMOS + RAVE
Girls crl sport
Ma0orma
Star Trek Animations

•.Star Trek Animations
Calendar Gins

_Rae _ _ _ _ _
__Techno Warrior ............ ....
_Nine Fingers 12 disks)

ADVENTURE GAMES
Ao005 N e w  Star Trek 12 dries. 2 disksIUSS Enterpnse classic. Best one
Ar5007 ...Arrierican Star Trek (2 times. 2 disks) (M). . - -  Grapoic advent re
;0319 _Dungeon Dever (2 disks)--,.....-....... .... adv ent ure  quest
Ad065....Pixe Kingdom (2 disks) ..... _ ..... ____Trioky adventure game. Good
14d222... Neighbours Adventure d i s c s )  Bring Paul Robinson to court
M245... Iron Ciads (2 dish) G r a p h i c  adventure
10326_ Wibble Norld Giddy ............R e a f y  good plattorm germ
Ad421....Glassback II V e y  good platform game
Ad500... The Devils Abode ........ .......... . . . . .  3D Horror Adventure

ARCADE + PLATFORM
14010 __Breakout _ _ C l a s s i c  bat & ball game
A011 _Blizzard. _ H o r i z o n t a l  shoat-ern-up. High quaity
A024 __Eat We III) E m e r a l d  Mine Balderdash game
A165 _Super Strode . C a r  racmg game
A21)7 flag:ocher. A r i d  the flags Very adoclive
14209 Games Galore Ten (II) .. .  . .  . . .. . . .  14 excellent games
14214 .. _Parachute Joust ........... ___Aght tor parachute on descent V good
14221 Revenge of Mutant Camels_ ..... . ..... __Good Similar to Centipede
14226.... Dual.......... ..... ___ ..... _ ...... _______2 player action shoal-ern-up
14243 ..,Tetren... .... ..... _____ ... ___________ _Excellent Tetris cone
14247. 010 Master _ O m  which includes Edrbor
14255 .. _Amos Games . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 Ganes including Glassback
14327___Tetris Pra_____ ..... ____ ..... Tens game with motional variants
A336.....Proiect Bun Bar ._ E x c e l l e n t  asteroid type game
14310.... Depth Charge , S u b m a r i n e  game
14311. Earth treader _  ..... „The best space treader garre
14433 ...,blarry Haddock ______,_____Really good platform adventure
14434. „Amiga Boy_ .  . .... __ ......... ......... _Console games on Amiga!
14443......Nimble ____________New. Addictive graphical olaticoner
14502 Cyterman .  3 D  Kamp game Exceed
14.603. Chaneques (2 disks). _ L i k e  Lemmings. Good
14501. _Rebellion .. A s t e r o i d s  shoot-ern-up
14512......Transplant ............... -.....----, . . .  Good tun asteroids game
14515. _ASI 240. C a t e r p a u l t s .  Super Daleks Muhlar
A516, .A,S1 241 ... - M N  Toes Minhunters. Think Ahead
14518. .., ASI 213.  . T a n k  Colour re Mind and High Pressure
14519......AS1 244 .. leasterblaster Stench and Pacwar
14529. Egg Scramble V e r y  popular mad game
A531... ASI 249. „ T r o o p e r .  Revofier & Conundrum

STRATEGY + WAR GAMES
Stin102 Simulation i l l  meg). Iteccouriended. 5 games including Metro
Saw109 Nivel of Fortune_ T V  Dula computerized

POSTAGE
UK orders : 75p
Europe : E1.50
World : M OO

PRICES
PD....95p per disk

90p each for 15 to 24
85p each for 25 or more
75p each for 50 or more

HOW TO ORDER
Enclose list of disk numbers along with your Cheque/Postal Order made payable to:

18 Maple Road, Hortield, Bristol BS7 8RH

I r
k

Credit Card orders only (Sent on clay of M M .
Tel: 01179 425987 (9am-6pm Mon to Fri) —

S1m124 Itapolecniti. Warlare• •
Sim113..Card . . . . . . . .  ....... p r e s e n t e e  :•••;'3 ;arn es
Sim217..Act of War E x c e l l e n t  strategy game

Sim218..Roulette   C a s i n o  ClassSimO_Sub Attack (N) _ .... _ ... .......... __Also landrnine boner
Sim224..Stratigio Games, 3  excellent games
Sim410..island .....„. ...... b o a r d - g a m e .  Build hates & maney
Sim414..Diplomacy (N) C l a s s i c  similar to Rksk
Sim415 War IN) T o p - q u a l t t y  8-bit strategy
Sin1158..Total Nat (N) _ R i s k  type game
Sin1428, The Shepherd „  _ P o p u l o u s  dare
Sir1444 Ultunaled . . . . . .  ....... ....... .... Pub-quiz clone
Sim505..Scrabble ...... ..... . . . . .  . . . . .  ...... Board-game computerised

SPORT

r
S
A
N
T

SP CI

Sp170 Amos Criket (N)............
5o208....Grand Prix Simulator IN) •  _ E x c e l l e n t
So293.. Soccer Cards S i m p l i s t i c  league-based game
So299....Top Of The League A d d i c t i v e  tootball management gene
S0303 , Striketall ......, . . . .  ...... Basetall-type actico game
So302. 181h Hole (2 disks: E x c e l l e n t  gritting game
Sp325_,Mister Men 01ympics 12 ,
fi s l i s t E x c e l l e n t  
g a m e  
l e  
d i s k s  
a s  
r e v i e c
i M

in Amiga Computing
5p317. Super League Manager 2. ....... Updated soccer management game
Sp372. Road To Hell „ W e l l - p r o d u c e d  racing game
Sp373.__Wres1ling 12 disks, IN82.0 upwards)_______ ...... Good fun grapnics
Sp376.__Unsenstble Soccer ._______ ............ ...,.............Good loottiall game
Sp129...A Day at the Rams_ , S w i t p l e  horse racing game
Sp528 _Sports Challenge _______Hyper *minas, Cycling. Diving elt
Sp532. „Friday Night Pool. - G r e a t  Pool simulation

Al200 /A4000  ONLY
U235 Sleepless Nights . C o m p i l a t i o n  or 141200 utilities
1.1321 Cbesrnayne . . . C h e s s  text & pictures
U321 lottery Winner AGA_ _  .  Helps you to win!
U508 _thleotracker 2 ______,_____ ...... ........ __AGA demo-creator
0285 ...fairlight . . . . .  _________29 meg of graphis on one tfisk
0289 ..State Crl An . . . . . . . .  _•••••••••• ........ _Famous patty demo
0290 _Raving MadMs________________High quality music Wee
D29I Lethal Exit • •  „Stunning demo
0300 Tecnrotrack  M o r e  raYe music
0301 Retina E x c e l l e n t  Vector film demo
0305 Tr a  Small_ . _  S l i r P s h o w  at model
0315 Minornist Rave....•-•-•_._ ...... ........ G r e a t  dance demo
050 .....Phoebe Cales.__________ ..... s i d e s h o w
E300......Speak & Spell ...... . . . . . . . . .  .-....,Good tor Learning Youngsters
6321 AGA Klondike (3 . . .  Exceilent patience card game
6322 Oder 'Tetra T e n s  ticoe
63.39 AGA Megaball......_ B r i l l i a n t  breakout game
0372 Mad Fighter.. 2  player Street fighter game
G414 Motorola Invaders (2 disks). B r i l l i a n t  space invaders
G420 Psse AGA A r c a d e  AGA game
6440 __Missile Over Zenon (2 600
-
,  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
m i s s i l e  
c o m m a
n d

6441 _Jo the Death. S t r e e t  lighter clone
6442 _Excellent cant games III R e s t r i c t e d  AGA version
6445 __AGA Donkey Kong „ R e h a s h  of oogiral Good
6506 __Battle Duel M u l t i p l a y e r  anillerv game
6607 _Samurai Showdown _  ...... . . . . .  ..... __Street-lighter clone
6510 Raker V2.26 M u l t i p l a y e t  thrust shool-ern-up

Order any ten diskskr
£7.99 including p&p D

or
Choose 1 free d is k * "
any order over Ea t*  D

Tick, cut & send
Pleose enclose coupon with your orcle
,
.

Or quote apeciol offer wher
ordering by phone
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Lea n gReviewed by Andy Maddock

Lap

fter MicroProse released
Formula One Grand Prix its success was
absolutely phenomenal, a n d  when
they announced that they were work-
ing on Formula One Grand Prix 2, it was

something to look forward to for racing fans. What
they failed to mention, however, was the fact they
were developing it exclusively for the PC and an
Amiga version would never follow - ever.

don't know whether Kellion Software knew this
at the time, but they've certainly made the right
decision in tilling the hole that F1GP left with their
new 'virtual rac ing game, Leading Lap.

Leading L a p  MPV features what 's  c a lled
Moving Point of View which acts like virtual reality.
For instance, when you take a corner the driver's
head turns slightly to make it  look more realistic
Than Formula One GP. It's difficult to notice when
you're challenging for first place, but if you sit back
and watch someone else, it  gives It that little bit
extra to look at.

There are three cars t o  choose from -  the
Formula One, Rally, and  the Endurance. a ll o f

Professional sounds
The sound effects are pretty average, although
there's isn't much difference in the quality of the
engine sound. However, there is the screech of
brakes and a bloke that continually shouts things
at you while you complete a lap. Unlike many
other Amiga games, the music is actually done
by a professional working guitarist who's worked
with the likes of Tina Turner and Bon Jovi. Having
said that, be prepared -  it's very Metallica-like.
So if you're into anything like Oasis, it's a cue to
turn the volume down or, better still, turn it off.

which ar e
formed from polygons and
look very realistic - right down to the brake
lights at the rear. The cars are hugely detailed and
unlike many other racing games, they  actually
look like cars.

The main objective is to illegally race around dif
ferent courses from around the world and try and
win the league championship by  beating four
other competitors. You can select any of the car-
toon-type drivers and any of the three cars. Each
car has various attributes that have to be taken
into account, for instance, a very bendy track may
suit the Formula One car as it's good at  taking
bends and has a steady top speed.

When Leading Lap first arrived in the office.
noticed the graphics, in particular: were looking
very professional. The polygons were shifting at a
horrific rate and were generally looking fast and

The openi ng scr een l ooks r em ar kably
l ike tha t  or  MicroProse's For m ul a O ne
Gr and Prix -  stil l ,  ni ce  pi ctur e



Th.  ti tle scr een displays the
options as w el l  as the  ac ti on
conti nui ng above  as a  car  show s
eft all i ts angl es on the  dem o

You can see how  cl ose you
can ge t  to the  other  cars.
This r ace in par ti cular  looks
like a  close one

Jnbelievably smooth. So many times the Amigos
nordware has hod to sacrifice speed for graphics
and vice versa which, in most cases. usually
*eves people  disappointed. Vir tual
Korting by  OTM -  reviewed in the
November issue -  was faster than
most rac ing games, although to
compensate, t he  graphics were
truly awful - they don't look in the
least bit as professional.

The backdrops in Leading Lap
are suitably drawn, giving you an
nstant feel for place and time of
day. Incidentally, if you should take
too long racing around a track, finding
cars lapping you, the sky will become
darker and darker until it's virtually
mpossible to see where the bends
will come up.

The tracks are of a good variety
and you'll always get a  couple of
useful tips on them before you ever,
set off. These inform you of tight cor-
ners, obstacles to avoid, and places
tt may be handy to use that brake pedal. This gives
you an idea of how to plan out the race - where
to overtake and what to look out for.

There's a password option so you can continue
the game later and take some of the pressure off
the need to finish in first place. Thankfully, the pass-
words are nice and short and don't require you to
type in about 3,000 lines of complete gibberish for
you to carry on where you left off.

There's an extra option for those who have got
Amiga-owning friends because two-players can
link up through a  serial cable and race against
each other, This is always the best way of sparking
up a bit of friendly rivalry. You can select the detail

You can see her e tha t  al l  the  a ttr i butes  of
the dr ivers ar e  show n a nd occasi onal l y
they can be  the  di ffer ence be tw e e n you
fi nishing in fi rst pl ace

The l eague  tabl e  is s how n a t  the  e nd of
each r ace a nd as you can see,  e a c h
dr iver  is aw ar ded poi nts  dependi ng on
thei r  per for m ance

The exter na l  v i ew  can be
seen from any  angle,

a l though i t does  occasi onal .
ly l ike to w a nde r  off the

tr ack a nd into a  tr ee  -  that's
pr obabl y just m e though

and d istance level, a n d  switch be tween  internal
and external views via the keyboard. The best view

has to be the internal because of the speed
and the control. Using the zoomed out

external v iew restricts your control of
the car and, even if it does look that
little bit better, it doesn't always pay
to be fancy. You can also alter the
angle of the external view which
makes it impossible to control but
again, a  good view for a  bit of
showing off.

There's a circuit map to the right
of the screen and Instead of the cars

moving around the map, the  map
moves around the cars which looks for

more interesting than  a  s tandard
boring graphic.

There are five drivers to select from,
although be careful because they will
all try different tactics to beat you.
There's Snake Kelly, Wall, Claudio
Powers, Bud Nuke and Harry Lucini.
They all drive their own specific cars so

you will instantly be able to recognise who's in front
and behind.

Final word
Overall, Leading Lap looks and feels like a very
professional product, featuring aspects that we
all know the Amiga c an produce. If software
like this can continue at such highly quality then
not only will Kellion Software undoubtedly find
themselves ranking high in the list of  leading
software developers, they may even find Them-
selves high in the charts so soon after Christmas.

The deta i l  levels c a n al l  be
adjusted,  so i f you l ike you can
Swi tch be tw e e n clouds on or
clouds off  -  i m por tant tha t !

The tr acks ar e al l  com pl ete l y  di ffer ent to
each other .  Ther e  is a cr ossr oad
secti on in the  m iddle of  this one  -  coul d
be qui te  danger ous i f you'r e not car eful

4

The main
objective is to
illegally race
around
different
courses from
around the
world and try
and win the
league
championship
by beating four
other
competitors
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AM EA EAMES A

A
FIBER HOIll NE

.9 1 Each
Title C o d e  Number
Bionic Commando A M O 1
Bad Lands Pete A W E
Defender 2 A M O 3
Nine Lives A M O 4
Chronicles of Omega A M O 5
Streetfighter A M O S

E1-99p Each
Title C o d e  Number
Body Blows A M O 7
Championship Manager 92/93 A M O 8
Club Football A M O 9
Football Glory (Al200) A M I D
Microprose Soccer A M 1 1
Winter Olympics A M 1 2

2.9913 Each
Title C o d e  Number
Championship Manager 93/94 A M 1 3
E Motion  A M 1 4
Gunship A M 1 5
Mortal Kombat A M 1 6
Kings Quest 2 A M 1 7
Rise of the Robots  A M 1 8
Rise of the Robots (Al200)  A M 1 9
Total Carnage (Al200) A M 2 0
PGA Euro Golf (ED32)   C 1 ] 0 1
Valhalla A M 4 4
Fantasy Manager A M 4 5

ALI 71)7LIE:=
-
J 1
1-1
\

E4-9gp Each
Title C o d e  Number
Eye of the Beholder   A M 2 1  1
Jungle Strike (Al200)  A M 2 2
Jungle Strike  A M 2 3
Top Gear 2 (Al200) A M 2 4
Fl Championship Edition  A M 2 5
Tornado A M 2 6
Jimmy White's Snooker  A M 2 7
Police Ouest 3  A M 2 8
Sim City 2000 (Al200) A M 2 9
Sim Earth  A M 3 0
Space Ouest 3  A M 3 1
Cannon Fodder A M 3 2

E 7 . 9 9 p  Each
Title C o d e  Number
Championship Manager Italia 95 A M 3 3
Cannon Fodder 2 A M 3 4
Detroit (Al200) A M 3 5
Micromachines A M 3 8
New World of Lemmings (Al200) A M 3 7
Powerdrive A M 3 8
Premier Manager 3 (Al200) A M 3 9
Monkey Island 2 Le chucks revenge A M 4 0
Space Quest 4 A M 4 1

Eg.ggp Each
Title C o d e  Number
Delphine Classic Collection A M 4 2

Contains: Flashback, Cruise for a Corpse,
Another World, Operation Stealth, Future Wars

International Sensible Soccer A M 4 3

r
-
1

r j  r ) 1 \  I  d l  S k

1

2.17 London Road, Apsley, Hen



CRAZY PR IES!
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p G A  ofi el k
EUROPIAN'TOUR
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i DUST 711/Elt WITH

ORIPER FORM
FREE Game worth E7.99

with every order of £9.99 or over.
It's NOT Shareware.

Orders must be E9•99 or over!!
Please send me•

Total goods value
P&P (@ 50p per game)
Amount enclosed

Act•ss

ORDER

D EL T A

Credit Card order hotline: 01442 233996
Cheques and Postal Orders payable to:

Games Without Frontiers Limited
217 London Road, Apsley, Hemel

Hempstead, Herts. HP3 95E.
Post and Packing 57Jp for each game.

OMER QUICKLY - LIMITED STOCKS!
Please note all prices are correct at time of

going to press 8, subject to availability

OVER 29.99.

1442 233995
I Hempstead, Herts HP3 9S
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It's not the
sort of game
that you'll want
to play for
hours on end.
Disappointing
to say the
least

PUBLISHER
21st Century
DEVELOPER
SpIdersoft
PRICE
£29.99
DISKS
3
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
A l  200/A4000
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The four tables in all their glory: Tarantula, Jailbreak, Jackpot  and Kick Off

The Tar antul a  tabl e
looks qui te  good,  but
it is one  of  the  l east
inter esting to play

Jai l ar eak is over seen
by a j udge w ho deals
out har sh sentences

Reviewed b y Tina Ha cke t t

efore you all say 'I've seen this reviewed
before'. you have, but because it came
bundled in the new Amiga Magic Pock,
it on ly g o t  a  miniature-esque re vie w
squeezed i n t o  t h e  m a i n  p a c k

evaluation. Now, however it's available
as a standalone product and therefore I
deserves a review all to itself. And here it
is.

As you've probably gathered, it's the
latest pinball sim from 21st Century, the
publishers re n o wn e d  a mo n g  p in b a ll
wizards for releasing some o f  the best
Sims around. However, there's one b ig
difference this t ime  a n d  one  tha t  has
left me  with my doubts about this title.
The developers of the previous games
were Dig ita l Illusions, a n d  t h e  g a me s
were then converted to the PC by Spidersoft. Now,
however. Digital Illusions have been left out of the
equation altogether and  deve lopment left in the
hands o f  Spidersoft. It's a  b ig  mistake and  all too
obvious that Pinball Man ia  is not u p  to  the some
standard a s  Pinball Illusions, Pinball Dreams, o r
Pinball Fantasies.

The g a me  provides you with  four tables (one
more than Illusions. admittedly -  but it's quality not
quantity th a t  counts) a n d  e a ch  has a  different
theme, with  various missions related to them. One
table, fo r example, has a  football-style top ic and
provides missions such as spelling Kick Off to start the
penalty shoot-out mode. or shooting the ball trap to
reach the next round of the league. Jailbreak, the
most a tmospheric o f  t h e  tables, uses a  sinister
Theme with an evil judge overseeing the proceed-
ings. You can start a riot, sentence a suspect. or spell
Law t o  a d va n ce  t o  th e  bonus multip lier va lue.

J a c k pot  w or ks qui te
wel l  by pr oviding a
frui t m achi ne  m ission

an a
The Ki ck O ff tabl e
looks the  m ost da te d
and seem s out of

• p l a c e

Although the themes have been well thought out
the graphics do nothing to create realism arid  or
far from impressive. The game is AGA only. although
you wo n d e r wh y  wh e n  yo u  actua lly se e  a n d
compare it to  Pinball Illusions - it  looks decidedly

poor and out of date.
All this could have been forgiven if the

ployability was up to  scratch -  unfortu-
nately, though. it's not and fails to keep
the player interested. There's no elusive
'addiction' ingred ient t h a t  should b e
there to  keep you returning for just one
more g o .  Realism should a lso  b e
essential factor in a  g a me  such as this,
but aga in  this was absent. The fl ip
felt sluggish and even a t full power, t
ball minced around the table like a s
on dope.

The sound worked quite nicely though with a
appropriate tune for each table, and sound effec
gave It some atmosphere.

Final word
See? It does have its redeeming features but
the p o o r g a me p la y f a c to r still remains. The
problem seems to  b e  tha t we ' re  a ll still spell-
bound by 21st Century's last pinballer, and this
just seems like a  step backwards rather than
continuing the trend of quality by improving it
with each  release.

It does play okay for a while and there are a
few n ice  touches such as a  fru it mach ine  on
the Jackpot table, but it's not the sort of game
you'll w a n t  t o  p l a y  f o r  h o u rs  o n  e n d .
Disappointing to say the least.
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IL :.  A  pokerfull set of cataloging loots.
Catalogue your Record. CD. Video arid disk
calkaction with ease. and searcho n  any
aspect or held
Suitable For use y e t Kickstart 2 a  3 only
.__ ." .._  O n l y  ES 013

-CTG5-3. CATALOGUERS

21r

-  ProlcLssional graprics corrierters, can con-
vert oraphros between ihe Arniga, PC. Mac

Atan S t. Suc tions  GIP. TIP, IFF, PCX.
BMP etc
Kickvart 2 or nscorrvnended
Only ES 00

EJGFC5-2• GRAPHICS CONVERTERS

A six ask  collection of Video tilling tools
edee wipes, loots. Video trees. S uttee
generator Video backdrops etc
Suitable tor use stand-alone or r iconlic tion
wr it Scala sic
Only M O O

Ej I01 2-6. VIDEO TITLING TOOLS

Novi the weather is Cakay it s erne to d a o r
your Shorts and dig the garden Now the
best way lo get WI Ot •10ing thiS 410 use
this excuse that you ere far to busy d e w -
ng the garden to actual do el.

Only E n v

GRN3-1. 3D GARDEN DESIGNER

0
0
.
0
0
/
0

TK
M e r e

•P•
M O W  O n l y  E7 00

ttAd,

Ihnot are over 1OIXJ Armco viruses curreiv--
ly "doing the rounds". So catching ore awl B
hard thing to do. This correction or Virus
killers is updated regularty. So you can be
sure yOu'll beW e  to detect end h IaP
known Wrecies. Only  ES 00

VIP4 2. VIRUS KILLERS
It you r e gat a larrprernanial Amiga the The
Engineers K t is what you need You can
lee your Drives. Your Hand cask Memory,.
Keyboard, Sound chips. gratnics craps
Mouse loysicks etc_

Fl  00

_ENK3-1. ENGINEERS KIT
lirr hundreds ot cease Spectrum 41

games on your Arraga Th e  very eawy to
use Emulator will run on every A r m s  The
faster your m attes '  the lasienernopeter the
games run. G a m e s  r ickele S i m i  daze,
Manic ewer , ti lde COrnputer people. Monty
mom, Staillek. The Sentra], e r
Racal ISPE5-11 S e e m  rem S O  games

Only E5
Pack2. iSPG115-71 100 classic games,

Only EIS 00
Prek3 S P G3 5
,
3 3 )  4 0 0  
c l a s s
i c  
g a r n
e t .

Only E35
Packt (SE1440-1) Spaccy sm. SO games

and tape deck irdertace.

SPECCY EMULATORS
CentretoO Squares e  art orginal Adult pay-
ee game fealunre dighzed graphcs A t the
price don't reuse

Only E5.00

CFS5-1. CENTREFOLD SQUARES
A huge collaclen 01 to q ,a r gy  oroleraima•
h, finished 3D Lygnewaye Maeda Imes:lee
SOU Hunter Oitice lighter, V oc e
, 5 c a c eor e , B5 Station. 2 lisrpostes
n % a !  , •space dust and more Rewir es
Only E7 00

EPIC Marketing
Victoria Centre
-
.
138 Victoria Rd,
Swindon, Wi l ts.
5N1 3BU, U K

8F07-4. BABYLON 5 OBJECTS
Every Amiga Emulator includes emulators
tor Gar neboy . Commodore 64,
Commodore VIC20, Various IBM entutalors
Spectrum emulators. Sinclair OL Atar i $T
etc
Only ES 00

AEP5-3. EVERY EMULATOR
100 high queley Aregn Denali loots
Suitable For use wil l  almost any Amiga
package. Inourbro OPant...Wor itterch a t
Font saes siert al Opt upto 501X

FHT7-3. FANTASTIC FONTS
Ainign w e r  1004e .1cluleadaZanS Ci the
mast uselut & miner powedull unease ayes-
able. Virus killer, text editor. Menu maker.
Sound & graders  boots and  Was  more
Repsnaa Workbench 2 or 3
Only E5 DJ

ATC5-2. AMIGA POWER TOOLS
Our Catalogue Clak et:clams nlormation on
crier 4000 pubic  domain disks, CD-ROM
titles, Patrice, and crderng information

Only El 00

CAT1-1 CATALOGUE DISK.

ITIIFC7-3. LITTLE OFFICE
It you like a Mlle fuller  row end limn WI
don, Ike loosing rear money the the is tor
you. t h e  Amon Baling shop contains lot-
great georbing games. Roulette. Fi e
mecliirie s irs  Horse racing etc.
Only ESCO

DABS6-4. AMIGA BETTING SHOP
Girls, Gins. Gals .s tacked wch Cal odour
•GIRLY -  pctures al l  AGA 256 COloine. Suit-
able tor  the A l200 or A4000

Only co on
EGRL6-3. GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS

Over 130 tap duality colour images Worn me
Lion Xing cartoon him Each maga is stored
as ready to i .e. IFF so can be mported ir!.7
ANY taint or Desktop piaoksturg package

•••pr'ly E6

LKA6-3 LION KING CLIPARTup
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space avarade on yoke hardels. II you re
got an 80me drrve you I  end up wet over

The
130enta. 11 you g o t  a 320rnb drive you 11
end up with over 112gio hard disk
Only ES CO

Ej EPL.15-2• DISK DOUBLER
The i-ritrersGicne liO(K l 0 a i t  Cialeche,
Othsials of 10 casks leatunng hundreds or
VERY high quality mono alleges. All the
most popitrif subjects are included like
Xmas. Animals. Transport. People
Eyecatchers O n l y  E l le °

OGFX13•10. PRO. MONO CLIPART
The Ukelele Chess & Tutor, s teable for
any 2rnb. Amiga, Contains Ions of Inbuilt
speech, arid great c inches Suitable for me
learner ot semipro

Only c e On

EJIT4-1. CHESS & TUTOR
lunguage tutor you could WPM to

Weak ether  SPANISH. FRENCH. GER-
MAN. ITALIAN OR JAPANESE Easy  lo
m e  and easy to under s tandr r

Only Ea00

TP 8-4. LANGUAGE TUTORS
Hundreds ot Very high warty piolessenalh,
finished coour  ti p  Wits  lot use in any Paint
package Excellent tor  Video work demo
making etc

Orly ES

CM-2. COLOUR CLIP FONTS
Gal your linances in ceder with this unque
colectical al home !Marco software Keep
hack ot your ( Ton i *  outgoings PetroL
Gas. Electnaty. Mortgage. Rent e tc _

Only E7.130

FIN7-3. HOME FINANCE
PaSSNIJIII H u r d  Omit!
Miorrnalich with this extensue and easy le
use Password and F.si crrcuplcc1I20•

Only E10 00

P S 0 - 4 .  PASSWORD SYSTEM
Classic bed games consists at arcord a
dozen superb card ganneS like Poker.
Solitaire. Craps. Montana, eoniCKM,
Bleckliick Klondike '3cazsgs. Oor . Rummy
and n y e _
Only E10.00

IIICRD10-4• CLASSIC CARD GAMES

M a l l  O r d e r  H o 7e.

L I " ,  i t ,  1 •  9

Wordprocessing package s p e l l  checker,
A delay system, a name and address data-
base, end a powerfLat spreadeneet
Compelthe with all Arraga's but Workbench
2 or  3 is recommended. On l y  E7 00

k o,r c ; s z a a t l e  cornpr.ga,DIrt:
LAO withWordwomh28.3. Pagestrearn.
Workbench 2&3. High c oley  printout from
Sporn upto 100pore

Only E7 00

OPSF7-3. COMPUGRAPHIC FONTS
Moro Pagesetter caperl ccolans hundredi

ILALU o f  r i o t  mono clpart images tor use in Sr-,
version ol Pagasetrer Subtracts include
Animals, People. Transport Hi•ItiCh
Computes. Sports. enc._
Only Ear .)

OMPC3-1. MONO PAGES ETTER CLIPS
filiSCelienOus colour cipart images. Arouro
100 in at covemg cats. clogs, UM . trees.
panes boats  etc ..
Suitable tor use in any Paint or Desktop
P ubis tng package.
Only ES 00

CCP9-5. COLOUR CLIPART
-

Magas Workbench is an inevabse replace
oril Workbench Gwes  you a ocendelley

n.e. 8  Coklut opdatod Workbench. A hard
disk is  nighty roconynended Various extras
disks are available seperally.

El 00

OMWB3-1• MAGIC WORKBENCH
An updated 2 disk vuosican C o n ta i n s
dozens of DIY teeth/are M s  !kw raw to
your A l200 into a MIN lower PC case, !cork!
your Own sampler. mernvy expansion
CO32 Link lead etc, e l ,
Only E t 00

E NWP4-2. HARDWARE PROJECTS
CZOIOOS h r e e  lug-Old easy to r .c  T•tp.
,MOM to
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Clete beginner or anyone who at the
moment types with one or two tinge,

Om, E3 DO

OTYP3-1. TYPING TUTORS

C.f
.
!

c
h
.
,

News maker IS a simple to OW c oo,-
Desktop putter ing package. Import y im
Own, gnrçt.cs. text rec. Companies wi l t all
popular censer m ik e*

Only Ce 00

NRIA-1. NEWS MAKER
Eascaly the is a d u s t  compilabon t o o 5

rictt should really harm been on
Viorkbercri. eg. Virus Killer, Fast test ergo,
m a displayer Menu system. F t .  Manager
A few Workberch games arid more
Only E7.00

DSCF7-3. STUFF COMMODORE FORGOT
A new repaLelor it 2 dusk Workbench that
features: StarJek Icons. Backdrops and
amusing sound samples whenever you do
ermine.; wang

Onn

IIING5-2• NEXT GENERATION WB
colectim ol Lottery Winners. Help your

sea beat the Lottery wth Itas superb disk
Every week let your computer generate Me
Wav ing/ numbers. It you play the Lotion
Men get this
Only ESC*

ELWP5-1 LOTTERY WINNERS
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A 0111ECIOr I  II.: ,
e r eunusual printer drivers Supports the canon
Panasonc. S1O
,
. r a n g e  
o l  
p r i n t
e r s  
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v e n  
e
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undreds more..
Very easy to use installation procedure
Only E3 00

EIDRV3-1• PRINTER DRIVERS

Lt Essential tor ElegirnerS IS a collector or
Nee essential ice the smooth uninterupled
use -nt your Amiga AA I t *  moat asAwct for
terrines end Viewers are included Ike
More. MuOrrnists. PPrnore. ete
Only E2.00

EEFI32-1. ESSENTIAL FOR BEGINNERS

B OO

HDT5-2. HARDDISK TOOLS
y0.1 wk 11,1 oat a raw A t2oc  nerd disk

then to prep & a  correctly you'll na
rhe correct Sethisare. This eabeare con'.

-suophett on 2 &Ms. The first preps & te
tims your  hiscidisk the  second install

• A IN  •   W o r k b e n c h  correctly C r y  [70(1

EIAHD7-2. Al200 HARD DISK INSTALLE
An essential collection ot disk recovery
salyage lode tor Workberch 1,3, 2 & 3.
Weather a floppy ot yom Harddisk has 0
°eyed an error the package will see ye..
alleight Easy to use
Only E5 00

EDRI5-2• DISK RECOVERY TOOLS

IDWFP5-2. WORD FINDER PLUS

EWGB5-2. WORKBENCH BACKDROI

Only Ea 00

STG6-3. STARTREK GAMES

DOSP10-1. DELUXE STRIP POKER

EARC5-2,

DABG9-5.

EISTB5-2.

A caliection a  infer nal  hard div e maim
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,in  Menu gr illers VirusChecker. arid
Jciert men,

Wcord hroer Plus is Ir e wosi powerful
,AMiga crasswond saner avertable te dad
Can ssolveanagrams. crosswords etc. co
lens a dictionary col over 50,1300 English
words. and you can easily s a l  fo i l  own
Only c3.00

U • ,  A -we tw,..1. net .or Workbench Grey

[  1  L i n  babes  Beakdropooly l ,  s all in 128 olw
a
a
r
t
.
,
t
l

bal o n

Only ES.D3

O

Three Stratree. games inductee
-  S t a r t r e kthe Arcaolo game Stratrek TNG, and Me
Original Starlrek Decornyesses to SIX
casks

Pl ay p zko r wi th  SOTO 01 th e  mo st
aria unalrective woman on Me World.
incksies digateed graphics and speech
10e Over 18 only _

Only EIOD3

Create y ov  own fascinating 313 m a w
images with ease This  package notices
The Random Ott Sereograrn generator
aid a nurnber ot ready to use mages

Only E3 00

DRDS3-1. MAGIC EYE KIT
Teat EngOrte i s  the easiest to tee
Wordprocessce oaCkage avallahe an the
Amiga I t  even includes a corroders Simi
check Mature.
&stable tor  all A r ne  5
Only 0 .0 0

CD(E3-1, TEXT ENGINE
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• q,s, c t Scrabble. Monopoly, Cluedo,
Cackgammon, Chase, Othello Tiles , Tic .
Tao-Toe. Cobbege etc.

Only El 0.00

OBOG10-4. CLASSIC BOARD GAMES
Arcade classics V2 contains vanoations c
Ct3SSIC games Ike: Space invaders
Fragile, Missile command, Astenods. 0 -
Berts, Omega race. Corirepods arc
Steatite tor  any Amiga
Only 0500

ARCADE CLASSICS 2
you , u s t  tun:liaised your Amiga poL

may be a bit boggled how you use It prep
ly, Well this tire disk set take you through
the CLVShall. Workbench step by step
Ir oetr e  You even/ M oo you need k n o n
Only tg,00

AMIGA BEGINNERS GUIDE
Startree Magic Wolatench backdrops
An rnteresting 2 disk collection ol Macao
Workbench Stameta 8 colour backekops.

you loIf y v e  Startrek you II love These

Only ES 00

STARTREK MAGIC WB
E M A IL  ep i c @  aprrysdrarnon
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review
Reviewed by Andy maddock

C  0  a

PUBLISHER
Empire Interactive
DEVELOPER
!Infusion Virtual Realities
PRICE
£34.99
DISKS
2
HD INSTALL
Yes
SUPPORTS
All A m igos

Alum ISIS s aN.,

his game  was  pre-
viewed in the June
issue o f  A m i g o
Computing a n d  b a c k
then it  was  looking like

becoming one  o f  the defi nitive
flight simulators. Obviously with a
name like Coala, you'd expect
myriad jokes  abou t  Koalas,
Australians o r  euc aly ptus .
However, most of those were
spawned bac k  in  J une a n d
they've all been exhausted, so I just
can't think of any more.

As you've probably already gathered Coda, is
spelt with a 'C' and you'd be right in thinking that
it doesn't have anything to do with that furry thing

This the  EFA pr ogr am  w her e  you can
m ani pul a te  al l  sor ts of  obj ects by r otati on

This is one  of  the  m any obj ects  tha t
featur es in M I .  i t 's  a super b pr ogr am
to s how  off the  s pe e d of your  Am iga

down under . I n  Empire
Interactive's words... 'C oda .  Cute  name but
don't be deceived.'

If y o u  c a n  r emember  a  g a m e  c o i le d
Thunderhawk, cross it with EA's Desert Strike and
you can possibly form an idea how Coala looks
and plays.

What makes Coala stand out from the rest is
the virtual realism that features so strongly. For
Instance, during a flight, what would you do if you
heard a hellfire shooting off and it didn't belong
to you. It'd be too late to toggle between exter-
nal views to find out who it came from - as you'd
be plummeting thousands of feet towards your
death. However, in Coda, if you should hear the
whoosh of a missile being unloaded, possibly in
your direction, holding down the right mouse but-
ton will enable you to look out of the window to
see where it's coming from. If you do happen to
be unlucky enough for it to be hammering in your
direction, then careful triggering of a Chaff or a
Flare will soon confuse it and give you the time to
get out of there. It's all to do with quick thinking,
and Coal° makes it that little bit quicker.

To mak e thinks a  little different, ins tead o f
being p a r t  o f  s ome s quadron o r  another

The S tea l th Fi ghter  her e is not  to be
confused w i th the  S tea l th Bom ber  as
they ar e com pl ete l y  di ffer ent,  tha nk  y ou
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You c a n sel ect any hel i copter  apar t from
the Coals,  because  that's  the  best a nd
you'r e not  a l l ow ed i t! Well,  you c a n a fter
you've got  a fe w  m or e poi nts

disciplined air force, your helicopter doesn't actu-
ally h a v e  a n y  markings,  s o  i t  is  co mp le t e ly
unrecognisable by everyone else. This means you
can take anyone's side and  help them b low up
the opposition. No t  only will this be  great fun by
pretending t o  fl y with  th e  opposit ion a n d  then
blowing them out of the sky, bu t  you will be  able
to repeat the missions and support the other side.
The on ly downside fo r this is tha t  o n ce  yo u  d o
take a  side, the  opposition won ' t  take too  kindly
to you hanging about and will try anything to get
you out of the sky.

The flexible view controls are very useful, unlike
in ma n y o ther fl ight Sims where  they we re  on ly
good f o r showing t h e  g a me  o ff ,  You  a ctu a lly
need them for landing, viewing other planes, and
escaping missiles.

All t h e  funct ion  keys represent the  views a s
usual a n d  the  Fl k e y  brings u p  your on-board
compu te r wh e re b y yo u  ca n  v ie w you r mission
objectives, targets, find out the d a ma g e  to  your
helicopter a n d  see  the  a ircra f t  tha t  is entering
your vicinity.

There are ma n y deta iled scenarios wh ich  you
can  b a t t le  through, e a c h  o n e  posing a  c o m-
pletely different objective, a n d  it  will take  mo re
than an  ounce  o f  strategic knowledge  to  co m-
plete. You ca n  also configure the object, world ,
surface detail levels, switch between shaded hori-
zons and the Amiga 's special coppe r shading to
suit how you would like to view it.

You are  ab le  to  take part  in ba tt le  during four
different t imes of day -  dawn, noon, sunset and

When you r etur n to your  base,  you ar e gi ven an
oppor tuni ty  to r e l oad your  w eapons  a nd r efuel

A steady hand
Now you ma y  b e  wondering h o w the
control system works because  o f  th e
amount o f  eternal views a n d  options.
Well, you control the helicopter using the
mouse. Pressing the  le ft mouse button
will re lease  t h e  we a p o n  y o u  h a v e
loaded, and pressing the right button will
enable you to  look out of the side of the
helicopter - this all works out so your fly-
ing position doesn 't  change. Basically
the best control method  is to  hold the

mouse in one hand and keep your fin-
gers hovering a b o ve  th e  keys o n  the
keyboard that you are most likely to use.

Overall, i t ' s  a  v e r y  co mf o rt a b le
method, and by altering the mouse sen-
sitivity it turns out to  be  the most effec-
tive, Th e  joyst ick wo u ld  h a v e  g ive n
Coala a n  a rcade  feel wh ich  wou ldn 't
have done It justice, making  it feel too
arcadey and letting it down in terms of
simulation.

This is the  gr eat hal l  of fam e w her e you c a n
enter  your  nam e to achi eve a  high s ta tus  -
especial ly am ongst your  pl a ne  spotter ' chum s

night. Obviously the n ight is go ing to  b e  difficult
because of the dark, although, your special Pilot
Night Vision System (he licop te r headlights) ca n
be switched on.

To help you weapon-wise, there's a wide range
of a r m a m e n t  f o r  se le ct io n .  O b v io u s ly  t h e
sidewinders, hellfires, fl ares a n d  cha f fs a re  th e
norm, fo llowed  b y  a  series o f  o ther we ll-known
missile types that are comple te ly new to me.

The missions themselves are all designed by ex-
NATO personnel and even the codes have a spe-
cial ex-NATO d e fe n ce  system fee l a b o u t  t h e m
because you have to enter the special password
for tha t  part icu lar o fficer -  o r should I  say, sta ff
member of Empire!

Not on ly d o  you g e t  Coa la  fo r your £25, you
also rece ive  t wo  products tha t  should b e  qu ite

The flexible
view controls
are very useful,
unlike in many
other flight sims
where they
were only
good for
showing the
game o f f
,

This is the  m ap.  At  the
m om e nt ther e  ar e thr ee
cam pai gns to choose  from,
a nd they  al l  have var ious
sub-missions to com pl ete

.atoorl11111



SYSTEMreview

You c a n cal l  up your  on-boar d
com puter  to see var ious cam -
era angl es of  your  posi tion -
these c a n be  par ticular ly help-

_ f u l  w he n you ar e r eady to l and
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The pr efer ences wi l l  enabl e
you to a l ter  the w a y  Coal a
plays a nd looks

Ft T T R C H  H S L I C O P T E .
P l _ F I Y E R

As y ou can see fr om  this ex ter na l
view, Coal e  is gr aphical l y  super b
a nd it plays as good as I t l ooks

familiar to anyone who's explored the Aminet
series. The first is Navigator which is basically
a virtual world creator th is  is the actual
engine which was used to produce
Coala. Although you c an't create
your own worlds, y ou can, how-
ever load up some of the objects
used in Coala, zoom in and out.
rotate through 360 degrees. and
generally manipulate them in any
way you wish.

The next is called EFA, which is a
simple program whereby you load
up any of Coala's aircraft and just
fly them around different types of  -
scenery -  Empire thought this would be an
added bonus. If you get bored of flying a heli-
copter in the actual game, you can then move
on and whizz around with EFA, flying high-pow
-ered jets. or even bi-planes. The speed of EFA is
outstanding. providing high speed thrills -  even
though there's nothing to shoot,

Coda features complete artificial intelligence
between the two competing sides. For example,
you can stay on the ground and miss out on all
the fun and still win -  because all the other pilots
will bathe it out in the skies above you. The only
problem with this is t '
,
1 =7 t  y r _
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When you ar e fl ying high above
the gr ound,  y ou ar e far  m or e
vulner able in the  ai r

You can v i ew  the  ac ti on
from an Audi  - i f you real ly
w ant to tha t  is!

You c a n choose  fr om  m any var ious
exter nal  views w hi ch al l  help in
a ttack i ng the  enem y

points because you are awarded for what you
shoot d o w n  a n d  consequently  y o u  w o n ' t

proceed any further.
The graphics featured in Coal° are-----.
truly superb. espec ially  w i t h  t h e
. virtual reality which makes you feel
\  as If you really are there. The intel-

ligence of  the other sides is set
perfectly, so you can fly around
stalking other aircraft rather than

, getting b lown ou t  o f  the  sky
every few  minutes, The sound,
effects o f  o t h e r  helic opter 's

blades whizzing by  are excellent
i
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zons adds that little bit extra in terms of
- r e a l i s m .  The whole presentation aspect is
superb -  the graphics and sound are nothing
short of what we expect from the Amiga.

Final word
Coala should be all boxed and ready to nit Tne
shelves before Christmas. and when it  does I
can see it being a  huge success. It's been a
long time since we saw a flight simulator of this
quality on the Amiga, and I can guarantee you
w on' t  be  di sappoi nted,
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Emulators Unlimited contains Sollwaio
emulation toots for the Amiga & PC.
Spread over the two platforms are emula-
tors for appie BBC, Commodore 64.
C.i'vnroodore VIC20, Amstrad CPC, Apple

Gameboy, Atan ST, M SX. Apple200
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,•,0 more Also  features hundreds of
qames.lools etc for most of the emulators.

EMULATORS UNLIMITED N E V I !  IC01171 Fib cle

complete tritvccce liva ry
oV occtdr, esotenc fringe end
affirmative reeky. 40 molkon
ItArda k / OM '  2300 tex t e lm
Covers I . F .  Alen& &
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Lailery Sensation is a corn
pilation of basically every
Amiga Lottery predictor
Ireely available. and dozens
of documents with previous
draws. statistics etc, etc
Increase your chance o l
v annir q M i l ton !,
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fans, contains Hundreds of graphic
images.,  IFF & GIF from the very WM
series too the very latest film'senes.
Dozens 01 IFF and WAV sound samples

le also included aswell as both the Next
oneration & original Stertrek Theme

•iitleS Also includes dozens of Sternal(
animations in  boih Amiga arum &

•„•.i end of 5 5
STARTREK MULTIMEDIA GOLD I C 0 0 4 1  c27

LOUT SENSVION2

Adult Sensation 2 features a whole new
batch of exceMg new Adult matenal
mg Over 4,000 colour graphic images
hundreds o f  AdultIsexy sour 3 sampitm ir
-WA V ,IFF &  V OC.
Adult stories.
Comical sketches

Hundreds o f  Adult Ickes, Dozens ot either
weird sick or adult animations in FL) & ANIM.
Adult sensation 2 also contains around a dozen
original adult music modules that feature sexy
samples N o t  one for the faint hearted... (18)

ADULT SENSATION 2

ADULT S E N
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World of Clipan is a double CD-
ROM containing around 40.01X1
mono and colour apart  images
contained in over 103 categories
in 1FF, GIF, PCX, CDR EPS,  TIF,
& BM P Too ls for convening
images to anoMet format are

CLIN included for both the PC & Amiga
S u b j e c t s include: Animals.
Anatomy. Babies, Men Women Trees. Reptiles. Insects,
Xmas. Religious, Planes. Vehicles, Ships, Toys, Zodiac
signs. Eye catchers, Humour, Cats, Dogs. Computers.
Technology. SeaMe, Space. Symbols, Royalty, Dinosaurs,
Plants. Nature. Ads. Tools. Astrology. Hands. Beds,
Business, Office, Workers, Cartoon. Lion King, Education,
F009, Gardening. Holidays. Houses & Buildings,
Helicopters, Children, Banners. Medieval, Military,
Monsters. Music. Sports (football. golf. Aerobics. Olympics,
etc I, Transport, Trains. War and more. R a t e d  94 A F
WORLD OF CLIPART Plus DOUBLE CD lCD
77
)
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Essential utilities is a collection of the most use
ful tools available. Cetegones include: graphics
conveners, text, music tools, Pnnter drivers,
Virus killers memory utilit ies. Emulators.
Business applications including
Wordprocessing. database, spreadshaels, chant
systemsetc.

ESSENTIAL UTILMES Volume One
1 0 1 M 1  = W V  = M g  MINIM
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SCI-FI Sensation is an exciting
new CD-ROM containing over
1.3010 of SCI-FI images, ani-
mations. 30  objects, Sound FX
Documents. Themetunes.
Scnpls & SCI-FI games
Subtects included are:
Bebylon5, St e in *  (The origi-
nal, TNG. Deep Space 9 and

Voyager) Batman. Dr Who, Thunderbirds, Robocop, Sea
Quest DSV, Blacherunner, Aliens, Terror hawks. 2001 Blake7 ,
Battlestar Galactica, Iron, Total Recal, 2010, Space 1999 eic
ilundreds of miscellanous SCI-FI irmAce5, sound I L  SCI -A
music and more. CUAmtga rah, , O v e r  90%

SCA ammoto,„

Titt‘

Open Monday-Saturday
Please make chowes
payable la EPIC.
P&P in UK =El per title
Coverless P&P = F2 per We
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The 5th Dimension is the
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echo,. contains Over
600mb of new data
categories include.
Thousands of tools.
games, demo's, music
nodules, AGA software.

17BIT 5TH DIMENSION CD
1 5 7 uoky Dip volume 2 con-

tains stacks of games,
demos, clipart, fonts,
music, tools. graphics L it -
he% Animations, Sound
FX. Samples, and loads
more, )now with Amiga
front end) b a rg a ir? !
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Arcade Classics is an o iig i
nal collection of ALL your
old arcade favourites. •
Including Amiga & PC vari-
ations o f  : PACMAN,
SPACE INVADERS. As
-
r E
.

moos. MISSILE COM-
MAND. PENGO, FROG--
GER, LOAD RUNNER.

CiALAXIANS, DONKEY KONG. NUMEROUS TETRIS
GAMES. BATTLEZONE, TEMPEST. COMBAT, TRON.
SPACE WARZ, THRUST. 0-BERI, HUNCHBACK. MOON
PATROL, TRAIL BLAZER, BREAKOUT. CENTREPEDE
CYCLES, BEZERK. SNAKE, SCRAMBLE, PING PONG,
BREAKOUT, NUMEROUS 054 CONVERSIONS. A c o i
LECTION OF JEFF MINTER GAMES AND HUNDREDS
MORE O v e r  603mb of unforgettable relro-garning
Floppy drive required, Keyboard reconwnended.
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C64 SENSATION

Adult Sensation Volume
One contains over 4,000
high quality colour pho-
tographs o f  glamour girls.
This CD will take you
months to ponder through
Only suitable for persons
over the age of 10.

ADULT SENSATION ( c o o l )
Graphics Sensation is a col -
notion Of the best graphic,
tools 24Isit images anima-
tions and Imagine &
Lighhvave objects Plus
hundreds of texture files.

Frtrttd 8.5% ( ' i
GRAPHICS SENSATION(coo2)
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Cont,t, ,  p o p u l a r  i t :.,  b a se d
software titles on One giant CD-ROM. Now
you can purchase the entire Epic collec-
tion in  one go. This compilation contains
hundreds of  megabytes of Amiga soft-
ware. subjects include: Professional mono

capon, colour Opal. numerous 3D objects for Imagine & Lightwave.
Colour. Bilmap, Compugraphic fonts & Adobe toots, Graphics convert-
ers. Music tutorials. Beginners guide, 3 0  stereogram generators.
Hundreds of Sound FX and samples, Virus Killers, Hard d isk installer &
tools. Various Hardware protects, A number of classic demos.
t•i,,n-treds of games including Shoot' em ups. Mind teasers, Puzzle, card,

and board games The Wiest Assassins games. Emulators and
atest LSD utilities are also included *Supplied with printed Index.

T H E  E P I C  C O L L E C T I O N  v 2  NEW PRICE!' (CD190/0 £19.99
M a n

Retro gaming at i t s  best. Around 5000 all-
time classic spectrum game files on one
CD-ROM. Emulators included for the
Amiga, Mac, Atari ST & PC (dos &
Windows). Games include Manic Miner,
Skool daze. Monty mole Starlrek,  Thrust,
Jet Set Willy, The Hobbit. Strip  Poker.
Danger Mouse, The Sentinel. Micro
Olympics. Under Wurlde, Urid lim t  Aix

itver ra id  Barbarian, Hunchback and around Sf11 -•,••,••
spectrum game files including mom-load
games. Speccy part 2 aiso contains hundreds
of documents containing instruciions for most
games aswe i as hundreds of speccy game
cheats Keyboard required,
Rated: AF GOLD 95% CUAM)GA 91% • ALI/ ,  a v e r  90%
SPECCY SENSATION 2 ,
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The Grolier electronic Multimedia encyclopedia
contains thousands of cages or information on
every sublect. wrth Thousands of great colour
photographs and illustrations and hundreds of
sound clips from the BBC this CD-ROM is an
essential purchase for all CD-ROM users.
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The latgesi cocoon of Made
won...no  io n s baskdresis
and lbois ever soapies t
iscitaSes war over 50CCI 'sons.
hundreds or Magic We back
drstss• and megabytes al WEI
deSiChaa enhancer tools.

(CD152) £9.99
MAGIC WORKBENCH ENHANCER
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game. Nearly an the games
are ready to run directly
from CD, and en:breed ver-
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Im pa c t  Software

In-house

£24.95

N o

All Amigos

To g ive  you a n  example  o f  wh a t  Team
contains a n d  h o w ma n y options there
are, t h e  ma n u a l th a t  co me s with  t h e
game h a s o n ly fou r b lo ck  a n d  wh it e
printed sides. It's actually difficult to ca ll
it a  manua l as it  cou ld  qu ite  easily b e
mistaken f o r  a  p a mp h l e t  o f  s o m e
description So, no t only have you made

102

The m ai n m e nu is qui te  simply the  m ost
bl andest effor t e v e r  Any one  k now  any
di ffer ent? Nope,  di dn't  thi nk so

Reviewed by Andy Ma d d o ck

elieve it or not there's actually been a
slight decline in the amount of football
games recently, The last decen t  one
we sa w wa s Player Ma n a g e r 2  a n d
That wa s  a  g o o d  f e w mo n th s a g o .

There have been some managemen t  sims in
between, b u t  none  o f  t h e m p roving  t o o
special.

Impact Software ore the latest ' team'
(hoo ha ) to  have  a  dabb le  in the  foot-
ball world, a n d  let's hope the amazingly
bold sta tement on the b a ck of the box
will ring true. P robab ly the best football
game EVERIIII' ma y  sound a  lit t le  o u t

Manual! What manual?
one trip to the shop to see if it's the right
game, yo u ' re  p ro b a b ly  g o in g  t o  g o
back again and ask for the manual, and
unsurprisingly, mo re  humilia tion will fo l-
low: 'Look there it  is, it 's h id ing beh ind
that rather more prominent and colour-
ful p iece  o f  advertising rubbish that no-
one ever reads.'

earn
of co n te xt  considering that Team -  a t i t s  best -
cou ld  qu ite  possibly b e  the  p o o r rnan 's SWO'S.
although n o w Sensi Soccer is cheaper, it 's more
like a  rather rich and very stupid man 's SWOS.

On the back of the box there is all sorts of blurb
that ce rta in ly doesn ' t  q u it e  ring  t rue .  I n  fa ct ,
you 'd  be forgiven for taking a second look at the
box after a  minute or two  o f p laying -  probably
thinking they've put a  different game  in the box
Then, fo llowing  t h e  humilia t ion  o f  t h e  retailers
confi rming y o u r  mise ry,  y o u ' d  h a v e  t o  g o
home and squeeze S25's worth of entertainment
out o f it.

My idea  o f  reviewing a  g a me  is to  p lay it  to
absolute d e a th  un t il I ' ve  ma n a g e d  t o  scra p e
down  enough advan tages a n d  d isadvantages
as to  why you 'd  spend a  good  £25 on that par-
ticular game. Well, Team did co me  up with many
disadvantages, b u t  I  co u ld n ' t  actua lly th ink o f
any advantages - a t  all. This is quite d isappo in t
-ing b e ca u se  I  t ried  so  h a rd  too . The nearest I
ca me  to an advantage  was the music -  which is
only just above  ave rage  in quality -  a long  with
the collision detect ion be tween the ball, boards.

The Ci ty  boys ar e  in ful l  e ffect a nd r eady and
-

wil l ing to put  a coupl e  or  few  past the  Blackbur ik
Well, i t  m i ght happen! They  di d last season

You ge t to edi t  al l  the  team s,  s o you can
put big S tan in your sel f! i  don't  k now
why he w asn't  i nc l uded anyw ay

D AV I D  J A M E S
M I C H AEL  S T E A S G A R P O
AL AN  C H A M B E R L A I N
ROB J O N E S
S T I G  I N G E  A J O R M E B V E
K E I L  R O AD O C K
JOH N  S C A L E S
P H I L  B A B A
M AR K W R I G H 1
D O M I N I C  M O T H E A
STEVE HARKNE S S
S T E V E  M C M AN AM AHJAMIE pEoKoillwr
JOH N  B A R N E S
M AR K P A L T E R S
M I C H AE L  T H O M A S
M AR K K E N N E D V
JAM  M O L D Y
LAM R U S H
R O AD I E  F O N L E R
N I G E L  C L O U G H
L EE J O R E c

HOME'



M I K U  M U I P O S L L

Ready for  kick-oft at E w ood Park,  let's
hope Bal ly's got  a  fe w  tr icks up his
sleeve.  S queak ,  squeak  i ndeed

Paul  Dykstr a? Right,  tha t 's  i t! He's not a
str iker . he's  l e ft  the  club,  a nd once more,
his na m e  isn't Paul. . .  Jeeesus

players a n d  t h e  g o a l.  Th e re  a re  t o o  ma n y
disadvantages to mention. Oh, a lright then.

The p la ye r sprites a re  abso lu te ly awfu l.  I t ' s
unbelievable t o  see -the sprites crawling  across
the screen with a  slight flicker that is supposed to
be th e m running quickly. I f  there is one aspect
that does make it look good then It's the scrolling
-  it's fast and smooth but doesn't really stand out
because o f  t h e  a p p a llin g  sp ri t e s .  I t  re a lly is
unplayable as far as football goes.

The idea of football is obviously to score more
goals than  th e  opposing t e a m b u t  as soon as
you kick off in this game, the opposing striker will
receive t h e  b a ll a n d  consequently run  a l l  t h e
way to your goal, hammering  it past your keeper
every time - well, until the final whistle gladly rings
out to  signal the end of a 25-0 thrashing. It seems
a b i t  iro n ic f o r  th is t o  h a p p e n  b e ca u se  t h e

I an Marshal l ,  ooh he's the  best player  in
the  enti r e  wor ld.  He 'l l  cer tainly scor e tha t
-  r ight in the  top cor ner  no doubt!

The m anager 's
bench is
pr obabl y the
m ost di r ect
copy fr om
Sensible Soccer
ever  seen.  Wel l ,
i f i t wor ks,  w hy
not use i t

as soon as you kick
off, the opposing striker
will receive the ball
and run all the way to
your goal, hammering
it past your keeper
every time

actual title of the game  is 'Team.'
You can  p lay a  league, cup, o r simply a frien-

dly, b u t  fo r a  foo tba ll g a me  today, th is simply
isn't good  enough. The major fault of this setup is
that there isn't anything to a im for or any reward
at the end.

Final word
I ca n ' t  really, a n d  d o n ' t  wa n t  to. exp la in  h o w
this compares to Sensible Soccer. I think Impact
Software would do  well to re-think their strategy
and make plans for a sequel that would help us
forgive a n d  forget. To b e  fair, they've  g o t  the
basics, so  it  they ca n  Improve  o n  them, wh o
knows. However, as it stands, it's just one of those
games that will probably disappear into nothing
- never returning. Hurrah!
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Yeurk, tots  of  gr een scar y stuff a nd hor r id
com puter  things.  Alummmeeeeey. . .

oor Andy, t he  guy  seems t o  hav e
done noth ing b u t  r ev iew Doom-
clones s ince h e  s tarted here_ And
feeling rather generous, plus wanting
to get all my copy  in early so I c an

dash off on my exotic Winter holiday, I dec ided
to review the first game that c ame out of  the
morning's post. It was Citadel, and rather than
palming it off on Andy because, let's be honest,
I don't know my rocket launcher from my rifle, it
was time to brave the Doom clones.

After a cinematic-style intro, you are plunged
into the thick of the action with no weapons, no
thermal vest, and left with only your wits to sur-
vive. Things look pretty horrible already, with dis-
membered bodies hanging from the rafters and
nasty sharp-toothed boddies all c lamouring for

One scary,  angr y  l ooki ng monster ,
close-up.  I 'm  outa  here. . .

Tell me a story
Set in space. in the future (yawn), you
are the last remaining survivor of Scout
01, and have been sent to investigate
some of the weird goings on happening
at a  space base called Citadel. Now
your companion has been destroyed by
a missile and you're left on your own.

The base you are exploring was origi-
nally a  communications and defence
system set on a distant planet. However.
following a galactic  expansion the mili-
tary base there los t significance and
became just a fuelling point for galactic
travellers, but because the colony was
miles from anywhere this did not  last,

and it  was soon turned In to  a  penal
reform colony.

Some time later, the colony was oft -
cially closed because it lay in the path ot
a meteor storm -  it was later found that
this was pure fabrication from the Military
Galaxy Council who had other plans for
it. Laboratory equipment was shipped
over and the inmates were subjected to
dangerous experiments.

In 2305, however, c ommunic at ion
between the planet and Earth ceases so
it is decided that a ship should be sent to
find out what has happened. And that's
where you come in.

Change the  screen size accor ding to your  m achine
-  the smal lest w i ndow  is a  bi t useless though

The puzzle angle is
quite nice, but there
were far too many
niggles here to make
me want to carry on
playing,
your blood. First thing on your mind, if you're to
get out of this hell hole in one piece. is to find
some sort of a gun. Then you must kill all the ene-
mies,. destroy the Citadel, and make a hasty exit.
To do  this you must fi nd the six pieces of  an
annihilation bomb scattered around the levels.
put it  together. and  Bob's  your Uncle, so the
expression goes.

This was all rather alarming to me. Please bear
in mind, this is my first confrontation with these
new Doom clones, a n d  what  bec ame ev en
more alarming was  that  as  I  t r ied t o  mov e
around m y  n e w  surroundings. I  was  be ing
penalised for doing so.

Well, put It this way, every time you touched a
wall, banged into a  blooded corpse or  other
such obstacles, you lost some of your precious
life energy. This doesn't happen on Gloom. Fears
or Alien Breed 3D. so why have they dec ided to
do this here? If they wanted to make things dou-
bly hard for the player, I 'm



The c i nem ati c  intr o
sets the  scene  wel l

sure they could have found another, less irritating
way.

However, when you get used to this, you do
find it's not a bad game. You can change the
size of the windows and select the detail level to
configure the game to your machine - even with
high levels of detail on you still get quite a fast
game. There is an Easy or Hard option and also
a training mode for  those who need a  bit  o f
practice.

Weapon-wise there is a good selection that will
keep even the most hardened gun fetishist happy.
As well as your standard gun, you can collect a
flame-thrower rocket launcher and a  machine
gun. You can also find First Aid Kits and even beer
which will affect your character's balance.

As usual, as well as dealing with the enemies,
you will also have to solve puzzles which include
finding the right magnetic  cards to open doors,
moving walls, blockades, and various teleports.
Enemies are of different intelligence, so creating
fighting tactics is also possible. Graphically, the

game is up to the same stan-
dard as the other Doom

games. There is a  good

Yew*,  dead alreatlyt A
screen w hi ch you'l l

becom e al l  too
fami l iar  w i th

Reviewed by Tina Hackett

Mmm, a  di sm em ber ed body incr eases
your  pants•fi l l ing factor

The  puz z le e l em ent gives you a bi t m or e of  a
cha l l enge  such as fi ndi ng car ds for  doors

cinematic intro, though. which launches you into
the p lo t  nic ely  a n d  t he  corridors ar e  c lear
enough to walk round and actually see what's
going on. The atmosphere is enhanced with dra-
matic tunes throughout and the usual explosions,
gunshots and yelps.

Final word
Citadel is a  good game in Its own right -  the
problem arises however, when you compare it
to the other  Doom games  that  hove gone
before it. This looks the part but unfortunately,
because y o u  a r e  c ont inually  d a m a g e d
by walking Into walls (yes. even though this is
realistic) i t  does  nothing t o  enhanc e t h e
gameplay and just continually aggravates the
player.

The puzzle angle is quite nice, but there were
tar too many niggles here to make me want to
carry on  play ing. Continual disk-swapping is
also very tedious, Try the other first-person per-
spective shoot- 'em-ups o n  t he  market first
because although this is by no means the worst
game. it's definitely not the best.

Clones
Doom, Doom, Doom, Just in
case you're not sick of hear-
ing about  it, here are the
previous c lo n e s  a n  t h e
Amiga.

Alien Breed 3D 91%: Alien
Breed 3D is and always will
be one of  the finest Doom
clones on the Amiga

Gloom 81%• As soon as you
fire a  bullet a t  one o f  the
opposing soldiers they  will
burst into little bits and leave
an awful mess on the floor,

Fears 92%: The atmospheric
sounds ar e fantastic , truly
setting t h e  s c e n e  a n d
preparing you for a trip into
the unknown.

Behind the Iron Gate 641%:
will wor n  y ou tha t  i f  y ou
decide to invest you will be
wishing f o r  Doom as  y ou
play it

Yet to see
Speed (won't be ready for a
while yet)
Ubek (a Polish release, or so
I'm informed)
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Thomas
the Tank Engine'sPinball

fter a  season of Thomas the Tank Engine
repeats. t h e  fa mo u s ste a m eng ine 's
career must almost b e  a t  a  close. The
only th ing  le f t  a f te r years o f  showbiz
fame is the inevitable drink - or daytime

television. But no, none of these will ever happen to
him. No t  because he's simply an an imated char-
acter who  has no real existence in the world, it 's
because he's coming  to the Amiga. No t  only has
he already featured in a racing game, he's follow-
ing it  u p  with  one  o f  the most unpredictable o f
titles, Thomas the Tank Engine's Pinball.

Yep, Thomas, James, Percy. Toby and that bus
are all coming to the Amiga in a series of titles from
Alternative Software. We can 't  wait!

I was never a  b ig  fan o f  ME  because I never
used to  ge t  h o me  from school in  t ime  to  see it.
However every Christmas, sure enough, under the
tree there wou ld  b e  a  large, book-like p a cka g e
with a small bulge in one corner. It had to be, and
was, a Thomas the Tank Engine colouring book with
about three crayons stuck to  the front cover. 0oh,
it was endless hours o f  fun, a n d  this is the exact
point where my hate for the show began.

The most annoying fact about the cartoon was
That it was one of those alliterated animated titles
such as Percy the Pigeon that's supposed to make

1'

On the  Thom a s  Table,  not  only wi l l  you have  to
put up w i th the  tinkly pi ano the m e  tune,  but
also a big cheesy  face  fr om  Thom as him sel f!

Reviewed by Andy ma d d o ck

cartoons more fun to watch - so they say!
It's difficult to believe that so many people were

captured by a  blue train trundling around all day
doing absolutely nothing useful apart from trying to
find little Percy. Why did he always go missing! He
must have  been working fo r British Rail o r some-
thing. No t  only that, bu t  why did the hardest and
most arrogant train. James, kick up  a  fuss all the
time and  end u p  doing something naughty and
dangerous. And what 's that fat bloke all about...
jeeeeez. You can  give me Tom and Jerry any day

Universal appeal
I ca n ' t  see a  p o in t  in  expla in ing th e  rules o f
Pinball and  the  actua l ob ject  because I know
deep d o wn  you  d o n ' t  really care . However. I
have to admit that I d id  find playing MEP quite
enjoyable b e ca u se  o f  t h e  exce llen t  nove lty
effect. It says on the box it's for age three and
upwards years, b u t  It'll p robab ly appea l mo re
to t h e  o ld e r a mo n g st  y o u  b e ca u se  o f  t h e
authenticity of original theme music. a long with
the eight-p layer option and  the three levels o f
difficulty.

Each tabl e  has i ts ow n char acter  and
r espective colours.  Jam es  is red,  Per cy is
green,  Thom a s  is bl ue a nd Toby is br ow n
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IT_
Phalaf

The opti ons  scr een actual l y  conta i ns
some l i ttl e i cons a nd gr aphics w hi ch
m akes i t far  more i nter esti ng

LENLIE T A A L  E
The  i tt•game gr aphics ar e  surpr isingly
good,  a l though i t m ay not be  as
pol i shed as I l lusions a nd Obsession

ri
TM% -M11:11F.

of the week! The idea behind this rather promising
title is to  bypass the oh  so, co o l and  trendy feel
which was Pinball Dreams, Fantasies, Illusions and
Obsession - apart from the fact they all sound like
famous fragrances. a lthough 'Thomas Tank' t h e
new fragrance f rom a  famous French co mp a n y
could well spark up some interest. I wonder what it
wou ld  sme ll like?  Essence o f  s t e a m e n g in e ?
Hmmm.

I suppose I 'd  better let you know now that I 'm
not the greatest lover o f  Pinball -  I be lieve it's a
dreary o ld  game  that's for less than popular indi-
viduals who prefer to hide away in a dark corner of
a drinking residence gladly plunging their coins into
what seems like an  a rcade  mach ine  with  about
three inches sawn o f f
-
t h e  f r o n t  
l e g s .  
I t  
s e e m
s  
fi t t i
n g

that once, some guys hod 103.000 steel balls drop
on t h e m f ro m a b o ve  a f te r t h e  ma in  ma ch in e
upstairs had  overloaded! I  hope that persuaded
them to try something far more worthwhile.

Right. b a c k  t o  the  subject in  hand. As usual
there a re  these tab les with  funny buzzers a n d
things. and the idea is to spring a steel ball into the
main area and blast hell out of it with these oddly
shaped bats -  co llecting as ma n y points as you
can in the process. There. I summed that up quite
well, don 't  you think?

You ca n  p lay on the Thomas, Percy, James or
Toby Tables and each one has its varying amounts
of buzzers and point scoring bonuses. As there are
only fo u r tables, mo re  experienced p layers will

— T h e  Thom as  table,  as  you can see,  conta i ns
lots of  buzzers.  tubes,  a nd other  bonuses for
you to ham m er  the  bal l  agai nst

I have to admit that I
did find playing TTTEP
enjoyable because of
the excellent novelty
effect
become b o re d  a f te r a  short while. O th e r than
that, ME P  features some excellent presentation
along with gomeplay, and should offer you a new
novelty feature which is far more  enjoyable than
the other Pinball creations.

Final word
Just take  n o  no t ice  o f  the a g e  range  o n  the
box. It doesn't matter how old you are, you'll still
ge t your money's worth - it's all a matter of per-
sonal opinion. If you really are a  massive fan o f
Pinball, t h e n  t h e  o t h e r series o f  Fantasies.
Illusions a n d  Dreams wo u ld  p robab ly suit you
more -  probably because it feels more like real
Pinball. However. if you're looking for something
a little different with a novelty effect, look no fur-
ther than Thomas the Tank Engine's Pinball -
a treat!
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tubes tha n buz z ers a nd
gener al ly looks m or e fun
than the  other  thr ee
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Already the AMI•1111 Most powerful
word processor
,
' 
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Final Writer i -• now intisiduces a
unique user interface that's simpler
and even more productive to use
than ally other.
With out new ClikTabs actually in the
document window. nai igating through the pages
and sections of your work couldn't be easier'
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A new branch on the
Soft Wood Family Tree
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New Final Calc'" is the sisreathhert Amiga owners
have been waiting for Over four years in the
development stage. Foul talc has all the power
ytou will ever need - and then some!
With its friendly
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*Help on system requirements:
Our products are the most economical in their use

of system resources. Like others, we quote the
minimum required to load our software - but please

note that, as with all programs. more memory or
later versions of Workbench may be required to
access all features fully. If in doubt, please ask.

We will be delighted to advise of your ideal system
requirements and answer any queries you may have.

II jou wish to place )vatr ortkr or would post Mx'
further information about any Ude from the great

Softblinal 1i:wily for the Amiga. please call our
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Now in its third release, Final Data 3
retalitS itS ease of use and unique
method al simple data defi nition
and entry - but, nou includes more
advanced features!
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()Wood

The SoftWood family  of  quality  software goes f rom strength to strength with three nos and
enhanced programs that really will create a new growth in productivity on your Amiga.
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take this great nord processor into a new era.111101 a completely redesigned intertatr Thud Writer is wen
easier to use and offers more .
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tame and redefines tbe nuy a spreadsbeet should work. Already tnagenine editors are singin,r4 it's praises
_Pr tbe way the program is last and intuit/is ' whilst offering a range of mit voiced features that art' eaSity

accessed by (tern notices to the spreadsheet world Final Data 3 has undergone a major upgrade with
improvements that bate extended its capabilities whilst retaining unique easy data entry techniques

Isn't it time you started to climb the Softwood Family Tree?
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• TextBlocks -  to position text at any size and angle
• fastDraw Plus" - versatile selection of graphics tools
• TouchTools" & PowerUser Bars" One touch commands
• PerfectPrint" - You just can't print better on your Amiga
• French. German and Norwegian dictionary options
• Output PostScript' fonts & clip-art to all graphic printers

Suppl,ed with 100 images and 120 outline font FREE!
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Final Copy I I
- Word Procerasor

This powerful alternative is the
ideal c ompanion f o r  A m ig a
users with single or twin fl oppy
drives and a lower memory size.

Final Cak
Vyreaatheei

The answer t o  the spreadsheet
users' dreams! With its  fl ex ible
modes o f  operat ion, it 's  ideal
for beginners and experts alike.

SoftWood Products Europe Limited,
(apartment m0-ADEV

Vew Stret4-41freton, Derbyshire. DE55 TBP
TELEPHONE 01 5 2  /606 FAX: 01 7 3  831040
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Final Writer 4
- Word ProcessorPublisher
The most powerful Amiga word
processor for users needing the
highest performance and most
comprehensive range of features.
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• PettectPrint" - an advanced system that enables you to
output PostScriptn• smooth fonts to ANY printer in both
landscape and  p o r tr a i t m odes

• FastOraw' - on screen drawing tools for creation of boxes,
lines, borders, arrows etc.

• Other features such as newspaper columns and import of
graphics and pictures with scale, crop and a utoflow text
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Final Data 3
- Daiabase

A powerful yet simple to use
database with extensive features
enhancing your potential to store
important information EASILY.

• Easy definition of columns for categories of information
such as name, house number, street, town, county, postal
code, phone number etc • no unfamiliar commands!

• Built-in routines for rapid label printing
• Print/mail merge with word processors
• 'Memo' feature, acting like a 'Post-It' note, to enter

lame amounts of text within any record
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• Layered sneets for multiple linked spreadsheet operation
• Advanced Printing and font handling with auto-fit to

page(s) and complete document scaling
• Vast choice of graph styles including 30 and animated

to show calculation results actually as they progress
• Unlimited number of Undo and Redo events with listing
• Lotus 1-2-3 Mk t compatible & full text file import/export
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FREE PD SOFTWARE
AMIGA - PC - All Commodore

Call (0181) 651 5436 or
Nrite to 45 Brookscrott, Linton Glade, Croydon CRO 9NA

Independent Commodore Products Users Group
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rnE BEST QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE:
The LEADER -

OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW!
FREE FRIENDLY HELP KY
MIST or PHONE ANYTIME!
FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP

PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS!

..•

BY NAME NUMBER AND SIZE!
IT'S EASY!

500It makes I bootahle disk!
BOK makes 1 non-bootahle disk!

PO Box 672
South Croydon
Surrey CR2 9I'S

Tel: 0181-657 1617
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ARE YOU MISSING OUT ON THE VERY BEST AMIGA USER GROUIvirm
Computer Club offers great discount offers on all computer goods. Thousands of new

;ontacts, free help & advice, gigabytes of free PlaiShareware from our members only BBS.
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Cheaper Video T i t l i n
gFor Amiga Beginners - £14.99 inc p&p - overseas L17. )

Tel: 0421-563894
Some programs require W'B 2 61.3

L .C.V.T. Package w ill contain,. 10 minute Tutorial Video VHS format. Captionator 2 Subtitling Nograrn
InUript LI (not A WC, W52 + only). D I N  Sidectrapaint V5.0 Paint Pmgrarn, !M ine ' Disk, Copier. Tdat Editor
enc. 2 Fonts Disk,  Eldwor Tr•ECOliddr- Printed dfltunlentatiOn mpplied.. 15K Chequrt.SL POMAI Order. only &

International order..
Cheques payable to G.V. Broad Ent.

Dept AMC],  43 Badger Close, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 2TE, England

A R N O L D
COMPUTER
S U P P L I E S
Box of so Blank

Disks / a b o i s )  Allis (per 50)
Pre Formatted DSHD

Disko A 2 2 - 5 0  (per 50)
1095% gonre4l1000

13.000 d isk PO L ib rary now available
PD p rices a ll E1.00 par d isk

Please send El or 4 lst Class stamps for catalogue
Free local delivery 110 mile radous)
All your computer needs catered for
Pease phone or tax lo t  latest onces

B ar r y Voce
0115 9264973

I I  Campi on Str eet,  Ar nol d,
Not t i ngha m  NGS ILIGH

Quality Public Domain & Shareware software, including the very best demos.
an ims, games and utils. Also a large selection of graphic files, 3D objects, samples
and modules.
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A New files obtained daily from BBS's around the count a

Over  5,000 disks to choose from c a t i m e g n e  now avelanN•
Only  d I Nor-

Disks only LI each, 75p P&P per order. -
Orders over £10 not inc. P&P receive free Xmas Pack value £5.

C O N T A C T :  P D  C I T Y .  D E P T .  A C ,  P O  B O X  2 9 ,  W I D N E S ,  C H E S H I R E  W A S  I r E S
T E L E P H O N E :  0 9 7 3  5 0 8 7 4 9
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OR SEND S.A.E.
Phone tor

Special Pack details
1116

▪ i l g  ( P & P  7 5
P )Mr In  O n l i n e  P D .  D e p t .  .I  T h e  C l o i s t e r s .  H a l s a l l  L a m e ,  For r nda y

•  L i v e r p o o l ,  L 3 7  
3 P X .  
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,CW."'.
4-
", •  
A L
L  
A V
A I
L A
B L
E

m u s I . s T . c A M I G A cut
225+ 130 TITLES.'150- i a  1 1
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SEW RELEASES
So-Fi Sensations ..E19.99 '.7E3rt Filth E 1 9  99
ASO Etrerierce ........ E19.99 rot a Lbrri E 9  99
Maeung Foods 3 E 9 . 9 9  Myna B.. E l  4 99
GE.4 Sessaurs E 1 9  99 LSD NIS ,  119.99
Armlet Sec 2 9 . 9 9  Eutscone

E29.98 Alen Brood Xt. .12S 93
Streetfistter 2 127 99 Elie 1 2 9  99

LATER SPECIAL MRS/11111TE, STAMM
Hizeitscin focjoixtoa 9  99 Gstlr Env C 2 3  93
SPECIAL 1111111 11132/C1111/ SLICE KEYBIAMI
COIV Dtr.lDrm . ; 3 4  99 Coln 'Med %lase E24 99

11•6 lust a saw ioecoced dm irks Et specie lien, eoc %Ye
Pieter wee or ree ice the lige% Ist Ait also soot the cormete

Airteers. Enema, P05alt Vela Tarr 6Vort SOETtl!
CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION
Dept ACOI r Capri House, 9 Dean Street,

Marlow, Bucks. SL7 3AA. (Visitors welcome)
TEL/FAX: 01628 891022

. . .
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W  TRAM ENQUIRIES WELCOME f
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WINTER
S A L E

DON'T BE DECEIVED by our
small advert. We are now in
our fifth year of trading and
stock thousands of PD titles

(from only 60p).
For a FREE CATALOGUE DISK listing all our
btles and WINTER SALE SPECIAL OFFERS

Send SAE to: PATHFINDER PD
41 minion Street, Etingley, West Yorkshire

8016 4NQ TeliFax: 0197e 565205
JUST SOME OF OUR LOW PRICES:

A l 200 Dust Cover E1.99
1784 Fifth Dimension CD E16,99

100 Disk Labels E1.45
LSD CD Vol. 3 E16.99

Post & Packing for orders under E6 is just
60p and FREE for orders over /6

rsi alga P D
97928 or 01695 625063

We stock all the latest Public Domain software and more besides!
Send an SAE and a loose stamp for sour FREE catalogue disk.

PD prices 1140 8 0 p ;  1 1 4 0  7 0 p ;  2 1 +  6 0 p  P P  FREE
We also sell II fit Hard Drives, Blank Disks and other peripherals. We use only new Fuji

Disks Li all orders are sent by 1st class post.

(Dept AC) .148 Cidlow Lane, Wigan. Lanes WN6 7BN
A t , , ,  enthusiasts eaten i f o r  Ami.
,
a e n t h u s i a s t s
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Ft ank Nand continues his beginners guide
to Nappy disks - the do's and don't's

f r i
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"
I
I

Paul Oyeraa s Assembler column
also has a berinners feel to it f

Gary Whitelev brings his series on fonts and
video to a close with this fmal installment

Paul Overaa reviews a useful MIDI patch w
o

tool - the R I  Patch Commander Plus

O 1 1

Special effects, fire and Ilens flare can all be
generated easily in a 3D package



Frank Nord does
keep going on and
on about floppy
disks_
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away, then? Do they work alright? Good.
But I expect you'll be wanting the low-
down on what the other options mean in

the format requester.
We've already covered the naming of disks and

the trashcon, so now we delve deep into the depths
of the disk filing system. The buttons remaining ore
listed as follows: Fast Filing System (or FFS),
International Mode and Data Caching, or DCFS. If
you have a machine with Workbench 3 or higher,
you'll see all these options, if you're using
Workbench 2.1, you'll have them all apart from
DCFS, and if you ore running Workbench 2.04
you'll only have an FFS option.

So what do they all do? Let's look at FFS first.
Back in the infancy of the Amiga, when Workbench
1.3 ruled the roost, there was only one file system.
It gave you 836K on a double density disk and
could be made to boot. When Workbench 2,04
came along it come with a new filing system, FFS,
which gave you 878K on a siandord floppy.

You could boot from an FFS disk on a
Workbench 2 machine, but since there were still an
owful lot of Workbench 1.3 machines out there
(and still ore), most companies still formatted disks
for their software without FFS enabled for the sake
of compatibility, losing the extra speed and 42K
that FFS offered. Even now, a lot of companies still
use CH formatted disks as they ore now called,
although most serious users hove upgraded to at
least Workbench 2.

When Workbench 2.1 was released, a new
aspect was added to Workbench - foreign Ian- 1116

High density disks con pose something of a problem
for Amiga users. With the vast majority of Amiga
owners only having a standard double density
drive, high density disks are just formatted to half
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problem if you are going to be giving these disks to
other people who hove standard floppy drives, if
you were to give a high density disk which has been
formatted to double density to an A4000 owner it

l o

t h n o w w e  use d
this p ictu re  la st
month,  b u t  it  is

st ill va lid . hone st!

Cur r ent I n f o r n a t t e n :  De v i c e  .
1 1 0 8 ' Volume 'Wor kbench*

12411 c a pa c i t y ,  b l e  us e d

Meu Woken,  Mane: r p i t i * t  p u t   spaces
Put Tr a s hc a n:  _ _ J

Fast F i l e  S y s ta n:  j
e jI nt e r na t i ona l  Mode: . . e j

Di r e c tor y  Cache: J

FewwatJ   Q u i c k  l o m a t  I

in

Cancel

the na 1

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 5

WHO ARE Y O U  CALLING DENSE?

Happiness is
a  f o r m a t t e d
disk

guoge
support. It
was at this
point t h a t
Commodore
noticed there was
a slight problem with
case sensitivity for
international characters
like B or u in the disk filing
systems that were currently
in use, so added the addition-
ol international mode for
formatting floppies.
INTERNATIONAL
In my opinion, seeing that any disk you
format might end up overseas, there
shouldn't really be an International button - your
disk should always be formatted that way. After all,
we're all Europeans now, aren't we? (Apologies in
odvance to any Americans reading this who might
take offence.) Neither International Mode nor FFS
formatted disks could be used under Workbench
1.3, yet another incentive to upgrade your Amigo
which was still ignored by a minority of recakitrant
1.3 users,

The last option when you are formatting Amigo
disks under Workbench 3.0 or higher is Directory

would appear to be unformatted or corrupt.
There is on easy solution to this dilemma that

doesn't involve making a new set of floppies; the
A4000 owner simply needs to put a bit of sticky
tope over the hole on the opposite side of the disk to
the write protect tab. Unfortunately, for obvious rea-
sons, the operation is not commutative -  you can't
put tope over the high density hole to allow you to
read high density disks on a standard drivel

4111111111•11111MMINE111
1
11
1111
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1

Ha rd drive s a re
tre a te d pre tty

ma ch like  g iga nt ic
floppy d isks a s fa r

i s  Workbe nch is

• conce rne d

caching. Directory
caching can be applied to your

hard drive with a bit of faffing about,
but it's dead easy to format floppies under

DCFS. So what does it do? Basically, exactly what it
says it does - it coches the directories on your disk.
This means you lose o bit of space on your floppies,
but does result in noticeably faster reads and writes
on floppy disks.

It actually probably isn't worth applying DCFS to
your hard drive as hard drives are now up to a
speed where DCFS makes no difference, and using it
will only lose you some of the space you might other-
wise use more productively. If you do format your
floppy disks with DCFS turned on, you should know
that you ore not going to be able to give your disks
to anyone using anything less than Workbench 3, as
DCFS was only implemented in that version of
Workbench.

So thot's pretty much it for the formatting of floppy
disks Basically, all you need to remember is to name
your disks without spaces, turn off the trashcon, turn
on FFS and International Mode if  you ore using
Workbench 2.04/5 or 2.1), and turn on DCFS as
well if you ore using Workbench 3.0/1 -  unless
you need to have full compatibility with all versions
of Workbench, in which case you should leave
everything off.

Next month, we will be looking at icons, tooltypes
and what they all mean, but for now it's soyonara
baby and see you next month.
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Available Now
The PAWSTrac mictolrackball is designed
to be operated at a fingers touch and is small
enough to 5t in your pocket.
Coming this September
The PAWS SOO and 1200 - The Portable
Amiga Workstation. The PAWS kit
includes case. basic LCD driver Card,
Active color LCD. power unit that can
mount up to two battenes, one battery.
power supply. and trackball. Includes
Link-It and Cross Dos Pro No soldenrig.

Coming in November
The PAWS 3000 and 4000 - Same as the
PAWS 600 and 1200 nO battery support)
but includes our Enhanced Dnver Card.
Enhanced Driver Card (Upgrade) for
the PAWS - Our latest driver card will
support Passive Color LCDs and support
most Amiga display modes to include PAL.

The Gecko - The Gecko is an external unit
that plugs into the Amiga's KGB port to use
any standard VGA monitor in most display
modes, even PALI Comes with cable and
power supply.

1995 Product Line

P.O. Box 1825,Manassas, Virginia 22110
703-330-7290 - Vo4ce, 703-330-5752 F a x
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Paul Overaa explains
why assembly
anguage is so
popular among
Amiga coders

4111111111

m ost people cut their 'programming
teeth' using Basic-type languages which
on the Amiga usually involves Amos,
Blitz Basic, or HiSoft Basic. Many then

move to C and horn there start to make what is often
a fairly painful transition to low-level coding, i.e. to
680x0 assembly language. Despite the difficulties
assembly language coding on the Amiga presents,
this subject is actually growing in popularity and
Mere we a number of reasons for this.

To be honest, it was once thought that the only
reasons for using an assembly language was to gel
maximum speed, minimum code size, or absolute
control over a system. It turns out, however, that the
benefits ore more subtle than this because an under-
standing of assembly language enables program-
mers to gain on appreciation of things such as how
nigh-level languages work.

In many ways it's a similar situation to driving a
car - if you don't know roughly how the gears work
then you might wonder why you can't pull away in
fourth gear without stalling the engine. Plenty of dri-
ving will convince you that this is indeed the case,
but no matter how much you drive, you will never
actually find out why this is so. Learn a bit about the
internal mechanics, however, and it will become

IT
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As for as code creation goes, the types of perto
mance improvements that can be obtained as you
move from Basic interpreters to Bask and C com-
pilers, and finally to assembly language, can be
quite dramatic. Since it is useful to have an under-
standing of why some languages are 'faster' than
others, I'll explain in some detail why this is the
case.

Even with an identical source code file, the final
runable code produced by one compiler may
vary greatly from that produced by another. A
rompiler (and an interpreter come to that) looks
at your program and then generates suitable
low-level instructions.

Speed, or the lack of it, in the final program is
due to one thing - the efficiency of the resulting

Cha rlie  °ib is's A6 8 K
a sse mble r provide s a
use tul lo w-co st
pa thwa y in to  Amiga
a sse mbly la ngua ge

Th ink ing  o f
l e a r n i n g
assembler?

COUNTING THE COST
Assembly language, once mastered, will certainly allow you to write extremely efficient
or extremely compact programs, but such programs will always take far longer to
develop than their high level counterparts. That unfortunately, is the price paid for taking
the low-level path.

Despite the potential pitfalls assembly language programming still appears to be as
popular as ever and most programmers eventually decide to learn something about it
(even if most of their coding is done using high-level languages). You can of course mix
high-level code with assembler patches and get the best of both worlds, and this is a
subject we looked at in this column only a few months ago.

As far as specific assemblers are concerned there are two main choices: One is to use
Charlie Oasis's freely distributable A68K assembler and this is available from nearly all
public domain libraries. This low cost route is fine for taking your first steps but you will,
at some stage, probably need to purchase the official Amigo include files (these contain
standard definitions which youll need once you get into Intuition coding and so on).

The alternative is to purchase NiSoft s Devpac assembler which is without doubt the
best, and most popular, assembly language programming environment available on the
Amiga. One benefit of following this loner path, incidentally, is that you get the official
Amigo include files as port of the package!

obvious very quickly. Learning a low.level languc9e
is not, however, a task to be token lighdy but, taring
said that, it is possible to minimise newly of the difh-
culties which assembly language programming pre-
sents, How? Simply by tackling the program design
problems separately. If you take care no in to start wilt-
ing low-level code until you're sure of wady what it
is you ore trying to do, then life for the assembler
coder is not too bad.

Logical difficulties aside, the other main problem
with learning assembler is likely to be the fact
that you'll need to understand quite a bit about
the Amigo's operating syssem ond Iniuthon imerfoce
I'd be less than honest if I said that this didn't take
time!

OQC - and there is a common misconception ntr
that needs clearing up: Compilers are rarely either
'efficient' or 'ineffkient'. The truth of the matter is
that they usually tend to be a bit of both.

One particular compiler may, for instance, be
able to produce very efficient fragments for struc-
tured loops, but may fall down by producing
inefficient switch structure code.

Some optimisers can eliminate unused vari-
ables, move invariant loop calculations outside
the loop, re•arrange flaw control schemes and
even re-order the operations you've written.
Compilers can also choose when to store data in
locations which con be rapidly accessed (primarily
processor registers).

One of the benefits of understanding assembler

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

HISott's D e vpa c a sse m b ia , -  sim p ly the  best?

GETTING I N  THE FAST LANE
p; og; anniting, of course, is that it becomes possi-
ble to 'tweak' such compiler-generated code. All
compilers, irrespective of the language they are
working with, have to make compromises, so
their generated code will rarely be perfect. As an
enthusiastic low-level coder, however, you'll get
the chance to correct this situation!

Most assemblers can also make optimisation
changes but here, changes are limited just to the
replacement of slightly more efficient forms of cer-
tain instructions. Needless to say, the effects on
the code you've written are much less dramatic
(which means, incidentally, that any speed/per-
formance differences between•the code generated
by different assemblers is always going to be
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"As Usual This Is Up To 17 Bit's High Standards
"Contents Covering Evely Aspect Of Amiga PD

8/10 AMIGA COMPUTING Issue 94
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Paul Overaa takes a
look at the ARexx
side of Amiga
DOS's Ed text
editor

-mum

d has never been a particular friendly text
editor to use, but in recent years a number
of improvements have been implemented.
Mouse control has been added along with

menu and function key support, a proper file
requester, customisable configuration files, ond
even a close gadget.

Perhaps the most important addition, however,
was the inclusion of an ARexx interface, yet few
people seem to make any great use of this facility.
The reason? Ws probably that Ed, as a text editor,
is still regarded as a relatively primitive piece of
software and most people do in foci use ii only for
creating and viewing short text files, or for carrying
out simple text editing lobs.

Okay, it's true. Even the improved version of Ed
leaves a lot to be desired but the ARexx connection
is worth experimenting with. Ed, as many of you
will doubtless know, provides two types of com-
mands coiled 'immediate' and 'extended. In imme-
diate mode., Ed executes its various keystrokebased
commands straight awoy. In extended mode you
press the ESCape key and then enter the extended
command at the bottom of the window when the
asterisk prompt appears.

All immediate mode commands have extended
mode equivalents and this is impodant because it is
the extended command set that is used to provide
Ed's ARexx control. Many of Ed's extended com-
mands can be used via ARexx, and table I lists
some that ore particularly useful.

You'll find all these commands, and Ohm, listed
in the Editor section of the AmigaDOS manual that
came with your machine. Bear in mind when using
these ARexx Facilities that you do not need to use
the ESCope key character prefix las is necessary

Move to bottom of file
Delete current line
insert a line with specified string betu e the current line
Join current line with the next line
Move to line n •
Move to next line
Move to top of text

/• linenumber.rexx */

end

Table  1 : Some  Ed
An e ss co m m a n d .

• •sl.c A I M E =

ed.Addresst}
address yatue ed
.8. ( *  go to bottom of the fi te * /

E. . 1 1 V / fi t t _ i nf o , "  / *  cottect fite_info stem parameters * /
Line_count.fite_info.tint / *  number of Last tine (i .e.  a tine count) t i

(* go to top of l i te  * /
do x.I to Line_count / *  for each tine. . .  I
,
/

prefi x.telt(cIP:',a) / *  create Line number prefix '
1
/
' 1
1
.
1
1
P
f
e
i I
I I
P
P  
/
*  
i
n
s
e
r
t  
p
r
e
f
i
x  
a
s  
a  
n
e
m  
L
i
n
e
a
l

I* then join tines together * I
/* do next Line * ,

AN EXAMPLE SCRIPT
Listing 1 shows an Ed macro that adds line numbers to a text file. It works by setting
the cursor to the end of the hie being edited and executing an RV command using a
stem variable that I've called file info. Since the cursor is at the end of the file, the
returned line number represents the number of lines in the file. After moving to the
Sop of the file, a loop is then used to add a padded string, containing a line number
and a colon, to each line in the file.

Note, incidentally, that Ed, when running as just a single copy, will have its ARexx
port called ED. If, however, further copies of the program are started while the first
version is still running, other copies will be given port names of E0_1, ED_2 etc. The
easiest way to ensure that an Allexx macro started from a particular version of Ed
makes the right communications connection is to use this type of code:

In order to see the macro in action first copy the macro from the cover disk to your
rexx: directory and then use Ed to open or create the file you wish to odd line num-
bers to. With this text file still open h i t  the ESCope key and enter this type of
extended command:

411111111110riltIIuer.rn.IW N W
The macro will then number all the text lines in the file currently being edited, and
return you to Ed's Immediate mode in readiness for saving the file or further editing!

when issuing extended commands at the key
-board. For For example, the 'move to bottom of file'
instruction - listed in the above mentioned manual
as ESC,B - would need, in an ARexx script, to be
written as the string 'b' or 13'.

To allow ARexx scripts to collect information
about various file characteristics, Ed provides a

• BASE
.CURRENT

s.EXTEND
s.FtLENAME
s-FORCECASE
s.LASTCMD

Listing 1 : An
Ed-ba se d line
numbe ring
macro

Ed's A l t e x x
connec t ion

ed.M10146() / *  get ed's eddress * i
address l a i n se / *  sad idemtify i t  as current host * I

window base
text of current line
extended margin volL,e
file being edited
case sensitivity flag
last extended
command issued

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y 1 9 9 6

command called RV which subsequently provides a
set of data items as a compound variable set
(based on a script-specified stem(. In short, you
issue an RV command using your chosen stem arid
from that point on, the pre-defined compound vari-
able tails shown in table 2 can be used to extract
any required information.

LEFT
LINE
LMAX
RIGHT
SEARCH
TAB STOP
WIDTH

I I I I I I M I R P
0
1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 1

Table  2 : I nforma tion tha t  ca n  be  ma de
a va ila ble  using  Ed 's R V comma nd

• ---
4  t : 1
1
-.
0, i i a
r

0 2 .  1.0• 0• 11 N M .  •

11••••••=s::-•:••=.71.—r•-3t.nsm- • - •  • ••• ••••—••••

11111111111I

left margin
current fine number
max visible line
right margin
last search string
current tab stop
screen character width

At  le a st  Alt e ss m a ke s Ed
a lit t le  more  re spe cta b le
as a n e d itor
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Phil South dips into
the infostream and
comes up with a
gooey handful of
graphics-based sites

sosal.Moole--

t's easy for outsiders so omens lug singly
because you don't haat seek abort the
Amiga these days 'whoa OBI Wel wooly
since Escom and Tautly Mani =clog the

Amiga in their stores) fi n  he Mega comoneOr
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1LightWave/Toastet HTTP unrest
ftp //tomahawk omkh Oisittivaderilt/

This i s  th e  second tiowo o f
LightWave, where a l t o  essentow
Pars to the LightWavo osolateg For
and Usenet groups cootrieuree
objects, surfaces, tries. trevistws
plug-ins for the new Legielltere.
CO program, a nd oh so mon,
other things l i k •  poster.,  mod
Mpeg files far you a s h  w  •
is the first 1
-
1
0
6 1
v •

fans.

Virtual Lightwave Demo
http://cse.unl.edu/-monfoser•cmt

An interesting experimoost a tome
to make a multionegoo pmegoses les
the Web. A trills slow. Roe hey
there are about 16 wawa Sto of
pictures in every scrams. ti goo Me
not familiar with Lightillonk los t
is the  wa y  •  r
,
c 1  o u t  
b o w  
; *

works.

PENTAGRAFX PRODUCTIONS
htio://www.cs.muz. Ji-tiorteit

Very nicely put together graphite
site giving hints and hell a le r t JD
techniques, which although insisty
for $G' users, can be eppliod es
just about any 3D program seal
the right additions. Stove beg wary
good.
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Dean Scott Home Page
//usersool.comidscolt5663/

snow hen

A nice home pa ge ,  b u t  more
importantly a  gallery of great
swages created by Mr Scott using
LightWave. Notes on how each
image was created are included
wring you an idea how you can
se-emote the effects.

One And Only Media
hittificise1sea.iostom:80/-000media

Creators of Macroform, a  great
every modelling tool ,  present
details about the program, plus
Get produc t informa tion o n
IthocrisForrni Soon registered users
will a ls o b e  a bl e  t o  access
MocroForm It!, a  new e-zine dedi•
caged to the advancenment of the
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Birtins Enterprises Vertisketch
mascovr_com/

Tcp o t c h  3 D digitiser for  the
Amiga version of LightWave, and
home of some really big digitisers
too. One  model allows you to
drive a  car into i t and grab its
tortes. Now that is something I'd
realty like to see in my Christmas
stocking, except my feet aren't
door big.

ty, The b i g'f catch
proved that wilb oat • -
round-up of Web salos r
and this means thee co z -
Amiga topic there is semser
warm on the Web to asess
like minded people anti Ass
information.

There ore Amiga groups zee
Amiga Web sites with FTP
But what about one el ills
biggest areas of letetes Sto
Amiga users, that i$ to MN r i l l
,ics? The Web is awash ash hog-
based sites all about grapncs
Ily LightWave and 3D, ws tor s ow.
through a few and see wive sue coo log

Desktop W y e  Mom tinge
htIP /  /  "AW D ie r V E N S P ia i l l k  .1 1 5 5 X

Makers of got boo wOrre liplorsals
about LightWoro Ailbeesgh g e l
and handsome toe Swooshes as
longer produces Napes Oor ahem.
they have •  *our Soweep A c t
includes AleaTok's grad Pealer,
Colin Cunnighoes. and of course
the big man hitsamt, Mem Moreton
of Babylon 5 fume.

NewIek Inc
htip://www nevit,eis comie

The true  home 1st LislitWeve.
and as we speak undergoes, an
overhaul. I t used to ete a  le t of
black pages with a few pictures on
it. Now it a  leg MOM block pages
with a  lot more pictures on them
Lots of advertising puff, but no
software or a hug. amount of cool
image a s  yet!

Richard G. L'Hconstostfieur Jr.
htip://www,pb.net/-limg

A friendly chap who s ' a  the
trouble of assembling a ,,, , e d  set
of 3D and graphics links for us all
to enjoy. You could spend the next
month itsse Fottow;no these up.

Worley Laboratories
http://www.worley.com/

Steve Worley has changed the
ME I N

AMI G A CO MP UTI NG
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

01111111M

B a b y l o n  5  S p a c e  S ta t i o n
obje ct a nd Sta r Fury

o b j e c t  fr o th  th e
Tor na ha  wk  s i te ,

r e n d e r e d  u s i n g
L i g h t  Wa v e

3 0

name of his company from Apex
Software to Worley  Labs. The
provider of the neat procedural
textures a n d  t h e  m a k e r  o f
Imagine's Essence textures. Not
much on here at the time of writ-
ing but I heart that it's due for big

treat soon now.

30Site
hini/www.3dsite.com/3dsite/

A comprehensive site fo r  CGS
artists, from people who just dab-
ble to  people  w ho  d o  i t  fo r
Spielberg. Lots of links for CGI and
Animation Literature, References
and Discussions, Conferences,
Distributors, Entertainment, FTP
Sites Hardware Firms, Hardware
Products, Images and Movies, Job
Offers. L a b s .  Ne w s gr oups ,
Organizations, Production Houses,
Production S upport Services,
Projects. S o f t w a r e  h o u s e s
Software Pa c k a ge s ,  V i r tu a l
Reality, VRML, and even WWW•
VR, the  'v irtua l  reality on the
World Wide Web' site.

The Rendering Plant, Inc.
hep://vAvw.porlal.comi—corso/

Download the latest Light Wave
demo from the Rendering Plant.
See what a professional company
who uses Lighhvove looks like on
the Web.



The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quality DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

We have seen almost every Amiga CD title in existence and sadly. the general trend appears to be "shovel as much data On as possible and to hell with the quality". The majority
of these CDs are also do eloped as multi-platform CDs and while this may be ailvantageous for the company selling them, the end user is faced with a CD containing a high
pcoportion of files that he probably can't even use. So what is left? A Cl) containing loads of badly organised ditectories fi lled with low quality lin some cases even pathetic)
graphics_ Being a little disappointed the user then looks in the font directories and fi nds_ a massive task on his hands._ he has hundiods of foots (that are probably duplicated
many tiniest and no way of knowing what he's got! The poor end user is then literally forced into loading each individual font into an application, just to see what fonts he's
actually Sot! I f  that wasn't had enough. be then. quite possibly, discovers that most of the fonts have missing afk ili
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and iet and on, but why bore you with something you already know? We genuinely feel that the cuirent situation stinks and we at EMC are aiming to set the standard on which all
data Cl)s on the Amiga will be judged. A big claim you say? Well. here's a brief insight to what is included on the EMC CDs and how the data is organised._

Firstly, these CDs are 'timed directly at Amiga users_ and are not designed for multi-platform computer use. This means that you don't get CDs loaded with PC files that you can-
not use! To aid in the rapid location of tont, await  and image data, each of the 3 CDs contains WE font preview screens for every font (regardless of its format', you simply
click on the preview icon to see the font! The clipart and image directories have been fully  sr srted and all directories include full I I + preview thumbnail indeA screens tand also
descriptive filenantest. Purchasers of the (TA will also have the option to buy a typeface book. published especially for the EMC CDs, containing font printouts!

The price for each CD is £24.99 + moo UK p & p
For first class recorded Airmail to Europe add E4.00 p & p & Rest of World add [6,00 p & p

The third disc E M C  - PHASE 3 - will be released on... Monday 15th January 1996

AVAILABLE NOW
E24.99 + p & p

EMC-PHASE 1 CONTENTS...
FONTS T y p a l  EMC 4,5.6.7616 • CG EMC 8,9,1023624 Pro Ora w  ERIC 18,191320 end 52 IFF Cliptants
CLIPART s o l e d  into 5t-C-directcries (number' at dreciartes fisted Ii braCket51
IFF a n i r e a t s4 1 1 4 1 ,  Farlasy127). Mossc(12). Pecolef71), Relgido(1
IPF Co l B i r d s _  Cart Cats. Dinosaurs. 0o6a, Fist._ Horses, LionlOng.. Music. Planes. Rectles.
EPS A11119E115. flumnas. Corrouters Focd, Lagos. Mos People. Transport, USA_ World.
IMAGES I r .  IFF 16256 ccootc arid HAM i t
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EMC-PHASE 2 CONTENTS...
FONTS T y p e i  Emc t 7. 27,29 & 77 -  CG EMC 25. 26. 30. 31 & 82 -  Colour EMC 48 & 49 and 71 Imacyne Typal Fonts
CLIPART Fu l ly  sorted into sub•cbrectones (numbe( of directories Listed in brackets).
IFF Alphabeh4),Borders116),Buildings(6).Cartoons(17),ComputerM.Educelion(5).Electric(13),Food(90).History(5),Naturall59).Space&SciFil3).
IFF Col F r u i t ,  World Maps lot every country on Earth!), Ships, Vegetables.
GEM A r r o w s  & Stars. Borders. Buildings. Open. °Mae. OtherStutt Photo, Transport.
IMG A n i m a l s ,  Cartoons. Food. OtherStuAl, People, Plants Sports . TheArts, Transport. Xmas
IMAGES I n  FF
. 1 i 5 2 5 6  
c o l o u
r  
a n d  
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M  
i n t e
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l o n
a t i
t t s
,

America. Bntrylon5, Birds, BorisV, Britain, Dogs, Egypt. EOuest, FernousPeopie. Girls. Keay. Military blighlBteed, Panorama, People, SciFi, Terminator,
Textures, Slat Trek IING), V. Water Scenes, Wildcats World. WorldPeople & over 70 MB at 736x566 Video Backdrops in IFF 16 & 256 colour torrnals.

AVAILABLE NOW!
E24.99 + p & p

AVAILABLE NOW!
1:24.99+p&•
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FONTS T y p e l  EMC 78. 79. 81) a al •  Pagestrearn EMC 3 •  CO EMC 63, 84. 85, 136 & 87 2 0 0  Cliplonts and all our previously
unreleased Typal CO and CoiourFonts

CLIPART Fu l ly  sorted into sub-directories Inumber of directories listed in brackets).
IFF E v e n t s 1 4 5 i ,  MiktaryI26). Misc(33). Spoilt 37), Transpon(35), Work(37) and World(41)
IFF Co l F l o w e r s ,  Insects. Mammals. Trees, Xmas
IMAGES i n  iFF 18 colour. HAM interlace and [FP 256 colour formals
Bikes i Motor). Boats, Castles, Cats Claswc Cars, Dungeons and Dragons, Dr. Who Star Trok (DS9:•. Practals. Gins. Greece. Hunks, Heavy Metal,
Italian Cars. MCNiel. Robots, S1arwars. Waterlife, White. Woodrolfe and over 67 NtB of 735 a 566 Video Backdrops I F F  16 & 256 colour formals

PRE RELEASE OFFER E19,99 + pap for all orders received before 12th January 1996

E.M.Computergraphic's INDEX is a CD containing thumbnad index screens (just like the EMC Phasel , 2 & 3 CDs) ot the graphics contained Dil
a wide range of CDs. INDEX otters you the opportunity, perhaps for the lirst time, to view the graphics that are contained on CDs that should have
included indexes in the first place! If you've ever been frustrated by searching through countless CDs to locate an image, INDEX is the answer'
Even if you don't have all the CDs covered by INDEX. you can use it to view the contents *I a particular CD before you decide to buy it!
CDs covered include...Pro(!)Fonts & elven. Graphic & Adult Sensations, World of Clipart, ProPics, Pandora, RHS Color Kollection, Aminet 3-7.
Multimedia Toolkill Clipart  Heaven, Fresh Arte, Mother of all Chpart, PCX Potpourri, Publique Art, So Much Screenware, Sofi  & Fantasy. Oils
Galore, Clipart Goliath, Clipart Warehouse. GitGalaxy and Almalbera'S CDPD3, Demo Demo2. 10 on10 & DIV CDs

PRE RELEASE OFFERS

E11.99 + p&p for all orders taken before 15 Dec. '95 E 1 2 . 9 9  + p&p (or all orders taken between 16 Dec. '95 and 12 Jan '96
E13.99 + p&p for all orders taken between 13 Jan. '96 and 9 Feb. '96

£14.99 +p& p

SO, tVU HA VENT °or  A CO DRIVE?
Well, don't despair, we are now selling all volumes from E.M.Computergraphic's AWARD WINNING PD/Shareware library at HALF PRICE! All you need to do is refer
to your EMC Into pack. select the volume(s) you want, add up the total order value, divide the result by 2 and add E1.00 tor postage. Then send. tax or phone your
order through quoting ''EMC HALF PRICE OFFER". It you have any queries, please don't hesitate to phone.This is a limited offer. Please note: El 0 minimum order value (after discount) for this offer!

Special tbristutao °Fitt
Order EMC Phre,e I  &  2 together for t44.99 + p & p

Place a pre release order for EMC Phase 3 and get EMC Phase I &  2 for E39.99 + p & p
p p. . .  UK - El 50. Europe - E5.00. Rest at World - E7.50. ( Th e s e  offers are Yaisd until 120
, J a n u a r y  ' 9 8 )
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a • •  • are sub act to 5 working day clearance
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-
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IN D E X
RELEASE DATE:

12th FEBRUARY 1996

NOTICE TO OWNERS OF RETAIL OUTLETS
!FMB HAVE A SHOP THAT SELLS AMIGA PRODUCTS AND YOU ARE

INTERESTED IN STOCKING THE RANGE OF EMC'S COS
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR TRADE DETAILS & PRICES
,

E. M. COMPUTERGRAPHIC
8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. C015 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 F a x :  01255 428666



Frank Nord delves
into the murky and
misunderstood
world of copyright
law

C ontinuing our commercial publishing
theme this month, I thought we might
take a look at copyright law and how it

MM. affects the DTP'er. Although you might
think that no-one is interested in whether or not
you use copyrighted images, sounds or text, this
is usually only due to the fact that you might have
a very small circulation for your work. However,
as famous cases prove Iparticulalry in the Music
Industry), people ore willing to strenuously fight
for the right to be credited (and paid for) their
own work - you would feel the same way if some-
one was ripping you off. Although copyright law
ts pretty complex, fortunately, as long as you stick
to the basics, you should be alright. The basics in
this instance ore that copyright low is founded on
one major principle which is to protect the
products of someone's skill, labour or time.

Something you might not be aware of is that
there is no copyright in facts, news, ideas or
information, but there is copyright in the way
they are presented. So, although you can print
that a television programme or a football match
will be on at a certain time, you can't print a
whole schedule of TV programmes or football fix-
tures, because you would have to make use of a
list prepared by someone else. Normally, it is in
the television companies' interest to supply TV
scheduling information to newspapers because of

Our ma ga zine 's logo is cove re d  by
the 2 5  ye a r copyright  la w  cove ring
'typogra phica l a rra nge me nta ',  so
think t w ice  be fore  you  use  it - .

111111111111,ipal

the publicity they need in order to gel adequate
viewing figures, but companies that exist to make
a profit from such schedules will often hove to
pay for the information; TV listings magazines
and pools companies ore particular examples.

Copyright exists in anything you produce
(whether it be written, photographed, pointed,
played or any other form of creative work) from
the moment you record it and exists for fifty years
from the end of the year you die. This is where
most PD companies fall foul of copyright low by
selling scans of images taken from books, fantasy
artwork by artists like Chris Achilleos, Boris
Vallejo and frank Frozetta being particularly
popular with people. It is, however, unlikely that
any of these companies will be prosecuted
because it can be in the interest of the body
holding the copyright to allow violations like
these for the purpose of disseminating their
work to a wider oudience who might not
come °cross it any other way.
LETTERS
Another example of everyday copy-
right law exists if you've written o let-
ter to Amiga Computing. In this
instance you still retain the copyright of
the letter and we have the right to print
it once, but we could fall foul of copy-
right low should we reprint it in a collec-
tion of letters or give it to Amigo Action to
print (because it was sent to Ad.

If you are creating your own magazine or
newsletter, you need to be aware that unless you
specify it in your contract with a freelancer, you
only have what are known as 'First British Serial
Rights', which means that you ore entitled to print
the article once, after which copyright reverts to
the author. You can get around this by making
them sign your terms and conditions which spe-
cify that the magazine you are editing should

P A G E S T R E A M  P R O G R E S S

PageStream 3.0h2 landed on my desk soffit
weeks ago now and I've been playing with it ever
since. Why 3.0h2? The reason for it is the fact that
Softiogik didn't name it3.0i and then make 3.0i
into 3.0j because they told people that 3.0i was
going to be the last version before 3.1. But they
hadn't added all the features they wanted to to
make it worth calling 3.0h2 3.01. See? Well, no
matter.

Anyway, what's new? For a start, one of the
biggest changes is the fact that you can now use
TextFX, on optional add-on. TextFX has already

Code
v i o l a t o r

received quite a lot of press, so here are the basics.
With TextFX you can take a piece of frameless text
and wrap it around a circle or distort it simply by
clicking on a button. And as if that wasn't enough
you can actually add your own TextFX shapes
using PageStream's ARexx interface.

Most of the rest of the new version's updates
are simply bug fixes or improvements in speed
and efficiency, but separations are still not fully
implemented, which is the biggest limit on
PageStream 3's usefulness in a professional
capacity.

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

COPYRIGHT
FREE?

There are a few sources of copyright free
information, music being a particular
example, but the major one is any infor-
mation made publicly available by act
of parliament such as the Highway
Code or any of the innumerable citizens'
charters.

retain all worldwide rights
by the freelancer

Obviously, if you ore writing a magazine and
you ore reviewing something you will be allowed
to sample sections of whatever it is you ore
reviewing, whether it be a book, film, play or
piece of software, without breaching copyright.
After all, if you couldn't, you would have a hard
time printing your review! Even so, you must
make sure that you don't overuse your source
material; quoting an entire chapter from a book
would be a breach of copyright, a single para-
graph wouldn't. In any case, you should always
acknowledge your source and any quotes you
make must be entirely accurate - no paraphrasing
allowed.

Lastly, copyright exists on what are vaguely
termed 'typographical arrangements'. Logos,
mastheads and product labels are an example
of this. This copyright exists for twenty five
years from the end of the year in which the
'typographical arrangement' was first introduced,

to the work produced
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COMPUTERS &  M O N I T O R S
N E W  L O W  F I X E D  P R I C EAttention Dealers

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms
on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,

CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

-4 FAST TURN AROUND.
-4 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
• E 1 0  EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE
-0 COURIER CHARGES E6.00 + VAT EACH WAY
-4 A l  500/A2000/A30001A4000 E Q U O T A T I O N

APOLLO Al200
ACCELERATORS

Call for
Best

Prices
EBIEST A k i r r E m t  S AW I L I E S

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVESMEMORY UPGRADES
A600
Al200

Upgrade to 1 Megl

Upgrade to 2 Meg

Upgrade to 2 Meg

Upgrade to 1 Meg
with clock

4ath
£49.00 £109.00 £ 1 6 5 . 0 0  £ 2 7 9 . 0 0

33mhz PP) + Crystal   f . 3 9 • 9 5

HMO QEIII0(KS
tor erniga
Please call•

CD ROM DRIVE
QUAD SPEED

INCLUDING SQUIRREL i tA49SCSI INTERFACE D I

OMITPR

 NOW A l 2 0 0  without Hard Drive E299.95 A l 2 0 0  with 340Mb
AVMLABLE A l 2 0 0  with 170Mb E 3 6 9 . 9 5  A l 2 0 0  with 510MbAl200 with 258Mb E 3 9 9 . 9 5  *  Call for more good deals
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G I C  U nit  6, Ashway Centre, Elm Crescent

*  We restrve the right to refuse any repair *  P&P charges 13.50 by Royal Mail or 16.00 + VAT tor couner *  Please altow 5 working days for cheque clearance
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23" HARD DRIVES1.-
FOR A600/A1 200

60Mb  E 5 9 . 9 5  258Mb  E 1 2 9 . 9 5
80Mb E 6 9 . 9 5  340Mb  . 0 6 9 , 9 5
170Mb E 9 9 . 9 5  510Mb  E 2 4 9 . 9 5

All hard drives are pre-formatted, partitioned with workbench loaded, and include
2.5" IDE cable + software

23" IDE Cable + Software E9.95

A500, A500+ &
A600

E
1
9
4
9
5

Al 200

9•95
3.5" HARD DRIVES

UM for

Prices

A500  E 2 9 . 9 5  A6 0 0 / A1  200 E 3 4 . 9 5
imr

CHIPS +  SPARES
I Meg Fetter
Meg Fatter Agh.•

8362 Dentse
8373 Super Denise

11900
E24.00
1900
118.00

+  ACCESSORIES
8590 CA AbOOlAl2e0
8374 Alice A1900. 1 3 0 . 0 0
8364 Psia A600/Al200.  E 1 6 . 5 0
video DAC Al200 1 1 9 . 0 0

5719 Geri .... ..... ....r . ........... "..............17.50 A600IAl200 Kes/o3ard., ..... .......... ..... ...Lea())
852
1
) 
C
I
A  
A
5
0
5
1
A
5
0
0
+  
1
1
5
0
0  
L
i
s
a  
A
l
2
0
0  
1
3
5
0
0
'

8364 Paula A 5 0 0
,
A 5 0 0 4
,
. . . . . . , . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . L 1
2 . 0
0  
G a y
l e  
A O S
A 1 9
0 0  
. . . .
. . . .
. . _  
. .
. .
. .  
_
.
.
.  
. .
. .
. .
.  
1
9
5
.
0
0

Kickstst ROm VI .3 . E I S  00 Budge Al2(0. M O  OD
ledcistart ROM V9.04........... ........ ..... E99.00 Mouse l290cfpl)- ....... -_-. - ... ...- 115.00
Kckstst ROM V2 05 .... .......... ,........... 129,00 KART Lead ..,„ ................ .....__..----115.00
Asoaosoo+ Ketoard •  E 5 0  OD Mcuse Mat E A  OD
6570 Keycoard Chip .. 1 2 0 . 1 3 0  10 boxed oralded disis + labels . f 6 0 0
68000 Processor E 8  00 Phriter Cable l b  00
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Phil South starts up
his Amos program
and shows you
more coding
hints and tips

Bar 0,0 To 10,10
Get Bob 1,0,0 To 11,11
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it is essential that you get good control
of your ships, aliens and other Flying

N M I  things. A lot of people find it hard to get
their brains around making a control mechanism
which provides you with control for both the
mouse and the joystick, but help is at hand
because here is a routine which will do both very
etegantly.

First we start by making a bob• •
Having grabbed the bob we clear the screen of
all distractions

hide :  Curs Off :  CBS
Double Buffer

and then we are off. The double buffer command
in there is to make the sprite movements a bit
smoother.

The routine works like so: The mouse and the
toystick can move any
-
w her e  
b e t w e e n  
_ T O X ,
_ T O Y

and _BOX,_BOY, in this example 0,0 to
320,200. The variables _DOX and _DOY govern
the X and Y speed of the bob across the screen.
SOX and _SOY govern the initial position of
the bob on the screen. So we set up these

variables:

_DOW _ 0 0 1
,
4  :  
_ 5 0 1 .
1 6 0  
:  
_ S O
T .
1 0 0  
_
T
O
M

_TOY20 : _BOAn320 : _BOT.200

Then we are ready for the main loop:

AO
:

,
I
P

DEEPJOI:
If Joy(1)
If JubflI andf_GOY>_T0f)

Add _SOT,-_DOY
End I f

I f kir:el:41) and(_SOIc_BOT)
Add _SO f
f
_1007

End I f

End I f

These two commands check for the up and down
movement and move the bob up or down 1 Y
unit. Next:

If fl eftf11 and(_SOX>_TOX)
Add _SOX,-_DOX

End I f
If fr ightfl /  and(_SOV_BOX)

Add _SOLDOX

MEW
. 
' I
S

We do the some For the X moves of left and
AM, and if they ore detected, then we move the
bobl X units across the screen. If no joystick
moves are detected, we sense for the mouse, like

I NousezA Hardf_SOXI
bouse.1 Nardf_5019

Etse

End I f

SWX Screenta Rouse)
GPO Screen(f Nouse)

This turns the mouse moves into moves for the
bob, and sends these co-ordinates to the bob
Finally we can move the bob itself.

Bub 1,_SCA,_SOTO

which takes the _SOX and _SOY co-ordinates
and sends them to the bob to move it to that posi-
tion.

Then with a return to the front of the r a
u
ty
,
e

we can start the whole process again:

4  I o t a  DEEM'

This happens a lot every second, so you always
get on update and the bob follows wherever you
point the joystick or mouse.

This is the version of the routine which works
as a subroutine, i.e. if you replace the GOTO at
the end with RETURN, then you can call it from a
subroutine. If, however, you replace the GOTO
loop at the end with END PROC, and feed all the
data to the routine via the Procedure call, like so:

I Procedure PEEPIOTI_001,_DOT, _$01,
_SOY,2014_10f,_001,_100
If Joy(l)
If Jup(1) and(_SOY>_TOT)

Add _001,-_1101
End I f
If JdownI1/ undt_SOf(_BOY)

Add _SOT
o
_fi be

End I f
I f aleff(1) andC_SOX>_TOI)

Add _50I,-_1110(
End I f
It at:lot:WI) andf_SOX4_100)

Add _SOX,_DOX
End I f

RousezA nard(_SOI)
bouse.f K o r e y ! )

Else
_SW/ Sceeen(I Mouse/

SOVO Scfeen(T Roust)
, Eno I f
: Bob 1,_SOA,_SOT,1
, End Proc

then you can use the routine anywhere in a pro-
gram, and just call it as if it is a function of
Amos. To call the process all you have to do is
add a line:

DEENOtt1,1,160,100,0,0,120,2003

and the proc will run. (Be sure to call it every
time the program does a loop or you won't be

AMIGA COMPUTING
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 5

Code
w a r r i o r

Bola ut

•
Use the mouse or the loystick

to control the bobs
An e a sp lo •u t e  jo yst ick co n t m i routine

checking for the joystick.) There you have it, o
modular, easy-to-use joystick control routine which
you can re-use anywhere

I would be interested if anyone can construct a
routine which reads the mouse and pointer ond
joystick, but uses one pointer for the mouse in one
area of the screen and another for the ship on the
screen, like hawing a menu on one area of the
screen (using LIMIT MOUSE) for the mouse moves,
and another area of the screen for controlling the
ship Or you could have the mouse used to aim a
gun and the joystick to control o character on
screen, meaning you could move and shoot in any
direction at the same time. This is not hard and a
simple variation of this basic routine.

WRITE STUFF
If you have any other Amos programs or
queries about Amos, please write to the
usual address, which is Phil South, Amos
Column, Amiga Computing, Media House,
Adlington Pork, Macclesfield SKI° 4NP.

Please send routines on an Amigo disk
with notes on how the program works
on paper, not as text Met on the disk.
Make the routines short enough td
appear in print, i.e. no more than about
30-40 lines of code and, if  passible.
make them use no external graphics. or
if they can't be used without them then
be sure to provide them on the disk in
native IFF format, and the some goes for
sound files. Follow these guidelines and
you'll be sure of making me a happy
man if nothing else.
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Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas
PowerStation Specifications:-

1. 200 watt power supply for complete Power Systems.
2_ Good looking high quality steel construction.
3. Five drive bays. various mounting configurations.
4. Ideal monitor stand arid cables slide underneath.
5. High speed Squirrel SCSI2 interlace from Hisoft.
6. Dual speed. highly CO32 compatible CD-Rom drive.
7. Power and Hard Drive LED's.
8 Future expansion potential
9 Low cost when cornpared to single dnve cases.

10. Mix CDRom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers
11. Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchable
12. DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY

Rave reviews in all Magazines

Tower Version

PowerStation pack Prices
Includes 2 x SCSI  CDRom + Squirrel

E329.95
E299.95
£299.95

E12.50

Stereo speaker version
Desktop version
Tower version
Carriage

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Well the wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI Optical
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical Read/Write system. (Yes. you did
read that correctly!).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600Kb per second and by purchasing the low cost
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on line lust like a conventional hard drive,

l iC
11
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!Limited Supply!
Internal Drive Unit ,
,
\ A  
0 9 9 . 9 5  
i n c .  
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, 4 1 )650Mb Cartridge E 4 9 . 9 5  inc. VAT
External Case V i r  E59.95  inc. VAT

a

Samsung New "M" Range Monitors

i kt95
Mutual Funds

1
=
1

The new Samsung -
M •  R a n g e  
m o n i t o r
s  
a r e  
o n l
y  
f o
r

the serious Amiga user. They work at above the
frequency range of the Amigas so you need to run
in Double Pal mode, but the display is the best you
will see from the largest monitor maker in the world!
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Soon to be in i n  the UK
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Cop yaght lAson 1994

Need we say more £54.95 +P&P

4 A l l  Prices include VAT
HO Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB,
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3 Fax  01525 211328

- PowerSta t ion Case Prices
includes internal Audio & SCSI Cables
Stereo speaker version E 1 2 9 . 9 5
Desktop version E 9 9 _ 9 5
Tower version E 9 9 . 9 5
Carriage E 1 2 . 5 0

Quad Speed vetsus Dual Speed (SCSi)cD110_
11 c i r i v f , SD. Is Quad Speed the Future?

A. No, around the corner are the ne w
r
r nul t i  G i g a b y t e  
C D R o m  
d r i v e s .

Q. Is the extra speed useful?
A. In some circumstances, but most CD o p e d  to run in Dual speed.
Q. What about very high quality vi - 5 0 0 k  s c ?
A. Yes. 15 minutes worth. All VI e  f o r  150kbils for 70 minutes.
Q. What do HICI know about it a y
A. See the MultiMedia CDRom d e v a t p  for companies like Samsung.

!! Hill STAR DRIVE BUYS!!
Al200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95
Al200 540Mb IDE
Only E139.95
Al200 850Mb IDE
Only E189.95
All drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
Software installed. Free fitting for personal callers.

Al200 Cable Pack E20
Post & Packing E7 (Citylink)

SCSI 3.5" Drives
Quantum 540Mb FireBall E 1 7 9 . 9 5
Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer E 2 2 9 . 9 5
Micropolis 21 Gb AV drive E 7 6 9 . 9 5

COMING VERY SOON
Full blown S-Video quality digital Video
Recording. Editing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.
Features:-

• Digital SVHS / Comp recording.
• Encoded SVHS / Comp Video Output.
• Full Digital Video Editing software includes

many high quality DVE effects.
• Upgrades  Processing power.
• 16  bit Audio recording and Playback.
• Includes Mpeg playback facility.
•  Mpeg tile creation software included.
• 1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.
• Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately 0,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers
(Suits all Amigas)
Specifications:-
1. 80 watt active stereo
2_ Built in amplifier
3. Colour matched
4. Volume, Bass and Treble
5. Excellent Bass response

Price only E39.95 P&P E7.00

VISA 9
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Paul Overaa takes
a look at a handy
Midi gadget from
Forefront
Tech no ogy

m ost musicians, as they get more and
more into Midi, find they start to col.
led all manner of extra bits and
pieces - through boxes, mergers,

switchers, extra sound modules and so on. Those
of you who are this for down the Midi trail and
ore looking for something a little different may
therefore like to know about a little box called the
F13 that can be used to generate various Midi
messages and modify Midi data as it passes
through the unit.

The 11'3 is manufactured by Forefront
Technology and is a hand held, battery dri-
ven (9v PP3) device that measures just
120mm(1.) x 66mmIWIx 39mml1
-
11. C o n t r o l -
wise its o pretty simple affair - there's a top
panel which contains a 12-key keypad (plus
led indicator) and a side ponel containing an
on/off switch, Midi In and Midi Out termi-
nals. There's also a mini-jack socket which is
used to connect an optional external
footswitch.

One of the most popular uses of the FT3 is
as a program change generotor for Midi-
based musicians who ore not using
sequencers. A guitarist, for instance, might use
an FT3 for remotely selecting echo/reverb
effects on a Midi controlled digital delay unit.
Now, for an Amiga-based musician running a
sequencer, this particular sort of use is unlikely
to be of much interest since program change
commands ore best added directly to the song
sequences themselves.

Where the FT3 starts to become of more inter-
est is with some of its other functions. You can

I
,
-

FILTERINGFILTERING
it $ also possible to r u l e  FT3 for Midi stream filtenng. Real
time messages (clocks, start, continue and stop), active sensing,
system reset, tune request, Midi Timerode, song select, song
position and sysex messages can all be selectively passed or fil-
tered as required. There's a channel filter mode as well. Note
on/off, channel and poly aftertouch, program change,
pitchbend, controller and au note off messages can again all be
selectively filtered or left unchanged on a given Midi channel.

You can, incidentally, also turn running status on or off and
this can be useful with certain types of older Midi equipment that
doesn't recognise this type of short message format. (Running
status is the technique of using 'implied status bytes' to reduce
the amount of traffic on the Midi lines). in addition to this, the
F73 can act as a Midi clock generator - you just switch the unit to
its Midi clock generation mode and key in a bpm (beats per
—mute) value. After starting clock generation you can use the

key to alternately send start and stop messages (or you
can use a loots witch attached to the program increment jack to
trigger the start/stop commands).

H a n d
suqnciIs•

check MA WO * ay eireitew qi•i• we mows w
not and in ;act ibe mem WOW 7=0 Ishmael re
a whole ciscwi ci gad oundesellee • • of
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visual (led) indication that Midi messages are
arriving at the F13's Midi In terminal, and the unit
con be set to respond to either any Midi message
or messages on a specific channel. Needless to
soy. these sorts of things can be handy during fault
lading. In addition to this you can also rechannel
isayning Midi data and perform 'keyboard split'
type operations on incoming Midi data - so that
eases on a given channel above a user selected
Midi note get retransmitted on a Midi channel one
higher than the original channel.

THERE'S
MORE
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ittions provided by the FT3 including
e ability to send raw Midi data, i.e. send

messages that you create by entering the
appropriate decimal numbers for each
byte of the message (particularly useful to
programmers who write their own Midi
programs).

Of course, if you're into any sort of pro-
grammIng, even Basic or ARexx, you can
°cruelly use the FT3 as a remote Amiga -
covitroNer for almost any purpose imagin-
ed& Ws easy enough to open the serial
&vice from ARexx and read bytes
et With data sent by the FT3, and that
dim could be used to trigger the running

firagrsmis, display of pictures and so
odt_

'Se F13 is not something that
_ musans would need to use on

Jelly boa. it is a flexible device that is
poetteuterly useful for the more advanced
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invaluable gadget to have around on
sereery occasmnsi
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Prk*:
MT=
Phone:

Ease of Use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall

F3 Patch Commander
E79.99

BCK Products
01992 524442
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reload it with a new one.
Citizen Swift/ABC/120D 5 black reloads...........
Epson FX80 /LQ800 Ran e 5 black reloads
Seitraha 19VO/2100 b l a c k  reloads
Star LC10/20/100 5 black reloads
Star IC21 Range 5 black reloads
Star LC21-301EC210 5 black reloads...

E9.99
111.99
19 .99

c1.99
19.99
E1199

T-SHIRT PRINTING RIBBONS
PRINT ON NONMAt rAPER M t "  ON T-SHIRT

4 Colour Citizen Swift" ABC/240 ..... E1939
4 Colour Citizen Swift (Reload) E9.99
4 Colour Star LCIO ....... ....... ... . . . . . £10.99
4 Colour Star LC200 9 Pin
4 Colour Star I.C200 9 Pin (Reload
4 Colour Star 1,C200 24 Pin .......... .
4 Colour Star 24 Pin (Reload)
1 Colour Star IC10
I Colour Star LC200 9 Pin

1 7 . 9 9
119.99

E9,99
19.99
19_99

1 Colour all Star 24 Pin E999
1 Colour Epson FX80/1Q400/MX80 19,99
1 Colour Epson LX80 C9_99
I Colour Panasonic KXP 1080 19.99
Wide range of other ribbons available.

'
M G  s armhouse. Roefieldf fi e l d ,

AMO The Old

P D  B a l t )  le, Perth, PH2 6AT01621
Fast, Friendly, Efficient Service. Orders returned same day 1st class

1000's of demos, music disks, animations,
slideshows, utilities, glamour etc.
tr2ScSik

CA M U  ALL IMG AMIGA
This is a comemion of Klondike
c)GA. also mum 14 the carchers.
Brilliant'
THE PYRAMID GAME 12)
BANDTTMANIA D
FRUIT MANIA
ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE
DOCTOR STRANGE 2
BLACK DAWN 2
SPELLTRIS
ATOMIC
ELAMING ENGINES
MISSILES OVER XERION (2)
1AMON (BRILLIANT CARD
(iAME)
POKER MANIA
LAST LAP
DONKEY KoNG (NOW
AMIGAS
( iAMEBOY TETRIS
DELUXE PACMAN (STATE
WHICH AMIGA )
B ALDERS GROVE V2
ROAD TO HELL
OBLIVION
BLASTER t NOT NIUMLLIS)
1NJB DARTS
Pt IZZWORD
PARRA ATTACK
ITTR IS PRO
MEGABALL
ANT WARS 19
BATTLE DUEL
11.1MP-EM

I -RACER
PSYCHE): AL
HO QUESTIONS

LINN GAMVS
1-10TS AGA REMIX
FEAILS 2
JINX ALIA (21
TETRIS DEL EL AGA
SAMURAI SHOWDOWNRocKprz.
CYBERTECH CORP c2
MAD FIGHTERS 2 I3)
MEG ABALL AGA
MASQUERADE C2t
EVIL INSECTS
DELI 1XE PACMAN AGA
PSSST AGA
1ETSET WILLY 3
CRYSTAL HAMMER
CARD GAMES DELI1XE (31
KLONDIKE DEIXXF
iFLOPPYI 131
KLONDIKE 3 HD ONLY 14)
NOW OVER 60 KLONDIKE
CARDSETS AVM  ABLE

tanclit ka5
MANE/ELLA
IMAGE S
-
1 1 1 1 1
0  
2  
( 2  
t

DOP1. IS COM PAN ION
SPONDUL1X V5
AMIGA DOS TUTORIAL
n o ru s EXTRAS S P E C I A L  °FEES
SCOUT SYSTEM MONITOR I  BUY ANY 10 DISKS FROM
AMIGA E V3 T H I S  ADVERT EOR ONLY
DOS MAN 1
4 1 4 A
X )  
I N
C U  
T A
N G  
P
&
P  
A
N
Y

FREE COPY V1,9 2 0   DISKS E15.1J)

At IOSTEREOGRAM
VIRUS CHECKER itt.5t
,PRO GAMEILE V2. I
TURBO SU I T  V3
MAGIC DISK CREATOR
MAGIC WORKBENCH:
AW ARD MAKER 2 •
X FILES Gl !IDE
HOOKY ItEATER 1.1

0 3 ,3 1 1 L in b -S
%
L
E
W
T
E
K  
2
.
1

AGA ICON u o rro n
Ai2on FINAL Tu.sr
B u r t  BLANKER 2 5
VIDEOTRACKER AGA
M AND 2ono
3D STEREO KIT
SWAZ BLANKER 27
A-Z OF LIGHTW AVE
OBJECTS (51
25b COLOUR ICONS
ICONIAN
SL1PER VIEW AGA
IMAGINE TEXTURES GUIDE
FUNNY BACKGROUNDS
DIY REKO iMAKES
CARDSETS WITH IMAC E X 1
BALLS AGA (LOTTERY
PREDKIOR

Over 10,000 disks - Send 1 x 1st class stamps for 2 catalogue disks
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110 2 5 1 1  1  i  7 0 p  per onkt  I  I ' s  pio able to NI, t id o s

F I L E X I D U M P  3
large range
of printer
ribbella E

reloads al wa
in stock

C O L O U R  P RI NTE R RI BBO NS  igt RE LO ADS
lust take the top oft, take out the old ribbon and reload it with a
new one. Eull instructions supplied.

Complete
ribbon
£11.95
19.99
E9.99
E9.63
19.63
E8.99
£14.95

NO MORE BAND1NG1
NO MORE. wHrrt  LINES!
COLOUR GRAPHICS LIKE
YOU'VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE
Yes it s true the new Flexi 3  w il l  remove
banding and white lines front dot matrix & bubbietet
printers. N o w  yo u  can  have laser qua lity o n  yo u r
printer.
Other new features Include-
*  Balanced control for picture enhancement *
Select arcs to  be printed *  Select size to be printed

Automatic poster mode for larger a n  A4 *  F o r :  HP  DESK-JET SIX). 510, 520, 550, 50ti.K:, 550C:„ 560C.*  Page control *  Colour sieve *  Ink correction *  than
Gamma correction *  Vookr for colour letterheads E P S O N  STYLUS BOO, 1000. CA NO N 13UBBLEJET 13C-01,
etc *  Colour separation t  Now with anteahasing B I I 0 E /  EX /SX, 8CO2, BI200, BI 130, 131300, 131330„
to rernove jagged edges *  Large range of dithering O L I V E T T I  JP150 ,  250,  350 . c r r i z E N  PR O ]  Fr_

configuration between I - 8 acrossyou. *  Suitable for E P S C 1 N  STYLUS four refi lls  120m1 pure black E l f , 9 9

(dot pattern) *  Variable level of shingling to totally 6  R e fi l l  K i t  I  20m1 p u r e  b la ck
remove banding and white lines *  Colour cats- C A N O N  BIC 600, EllC 4000

Citizen, Epson, I lewlett Packard, NEC, Panasonic, E P S O N  STYLUS TRI CO LO UR refi ll,  2 refi lls  of E l i f y . 9 9

1:16.99logo.. function will print a miniature of each picture 2 0  Refi ll K it  120m1 pure black

iniciet/hubbk,jet/ P r i n t  Head Recover y Flu id  for unbloc k ing
Seikivitia. Star and just about any dot matrix o r y M l o w ,  m a g e n t a  &  cya n  180M1 £ 2 4 . 9 9

Iszcriet printer. n O z z l e s  E 5 _ 9 5'T RICOLOUR REFILL KITS FOR H.P. DESKJET RANGE
1 1 1 4 L -V
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LUN.; RADE FIENIDLIMP TO FL N IEX1DUP 3, M a g e n t a  &  C ya n  TBOrn i
ONLY El.4.95 INC RETURN MASTER DISK i m p o r r o n L  Ple a se  st a t e  t yp e  w h e n  o r d e r in g .

How to order l o s e  cheques/PO made payable to: CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/ Visa

C A R E  E L E C T R O N I C S
Dept AMC,  15 Hol land Gardens,  Garston,  Watford,  Herts.  WD2 &IN.  Fax: 01923 672102

E 3  O R D E R  LINE ON 01923 894064ALL PR I ( ES I N C 1 L D E V A T  AN D  C AR R I AGE

Citizen Swift! ABC /224
Panasonic KXP2123/ 2124 / 2180
Panawnic KXP21.35
Star LE2t10 9 pin
Star LC24-101 20/200
Star 1.C24-30/1.C24
0Seikosha 5t..95

I N K )  ET  R E F I L L S

C w
reload
En.99
£6.99
£699
0.99
E6.99
E4.99
E6.9
9

Five
reloads
129.95
£29.95
E29.95
123.95
£29.95
E19.99
£29.95

• CCOLCOUIR  K I T S  ft,r NICONCO P R I N T E R S
Ever wtshed yuLd lsougiu a colour printer instead of a mono one? Wouldn't it be nice to point out pidures in colour' Now !,ou can with Amiga 'ElexiKolor Kit'. Each Amiga Elexiknlor kit comes complete with everything you
reed to print in colour. including superb software The colour kit is sink* to use. the fibbiNIS fit curtly the mine way as your black niliaons toil will not affect your guaranttv_ Abo on all models listed below paper alignment

automatic, yDu do not have to manually align, PRINTS AS G000 AS COLOUR PRINTER If ymir primer is not lasted below pkase phone. Amiga HexiKotor kits for Star 1.110, LC211, all Star 24 Pin Panamint
10R011/112.3!1124. Epson ROO, moo. LQ&10 et. Citizen 1110+. NEC Pb, Pb. Mel* note colour kits conte complete nth coloured ribbons. Anti banding now included in software COMPLETE KIT E.31./5

SPECIAL RE-INK
For Panasonic 1080181, 1121, 1180, 2123. 2135, Star
LC200 9 Pin, Epson 1Q100, Oki 182/390. Black hob
tie will re-ink 100+ ribbons. . 1 9 9 5

BLACK PRINTER RIBBON RELOADS
just take the top off take out the old nbbon and

Amiga Comput ing
J A N U A R Y  1 9 9 6

A!IIGA REPAIRS
FIXED PRICE ONLY 642.99 incl. t
A50,, . ,  A 6 0 i )  
O N L Y )

*  Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & VAT
*  90 day warranty on all repairs
*  24 hour turn-around on most repairs
*  All upgrades purchased from us fitted tree with repair
*  Includes FULL DIAGNOSTICS. SERVICE AND SOAK test
*  l l  drive or keyboard need replacing add £10
AMIGA Al200 Repairs only f.52.99 -  Fully Inclusive
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Become a 2D special
effects wizard and
learn how to make
your designs end
with a bang
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much like the process of creating a mod-
ern movie. From storyboard, the image
then goes into production, and finally the

special effects ore added. I've covered the basics
al storyboarding and image production, so this
malith Ill be explaining simple special effect tech-
mcmes which can breathe life into your designs.

To creole realistic special effects you need to
enderstand what the effect actually looks like, how
it happens and how it affects the other elements in
the picture. As an example, lets take a look at
good old rain - something we're all familiar with.

The only reason we actually see raindrops is
due to light entering them and then being retie.
cted. As a side effect of this union, any objects
covered by the raindrops appear to be brighter in
colour. We now have a fairly good understanding
of raindrops and also a clue to emulating the
effect in a paint package - brighten. Read on.

The special effects you use depend heavily on
the type of image you ore creating and the gen-
eral subject matter. Using last months city scene
as an example, I needed to create an unobtrusive
rain effect as well as a glow around lights simulat-
ing a wet and polluted atmosphere. With on
understanding of the raindrop effect described
above, I realised that on adequate simulation of
rain could be achieved by simply drawing it over
the background using the Brighten draw function.

On the Spare page, I simply drew a Few short
lines at an angle, grabbed them as a brush and
painted it  down continuously till I had a

The next effect demonstrates how easy it is to
build new special effects by combining your
paint package's tools together. Remember, the
best designs come by way of experimentation
and not by sticking to the rules.

One of the most difficult effects to create is
that of an explosion or blast. Obviously being
rather chaotic, it's not the sort of thing you can
plan on paper, so a series of effects are needed
to give it that chaotic edge. The first thing to do
is think of the colours and create a suitable
spread (transition) of colours -  probably yel-
low, through red to black -  and the more
colours you have the better it will look. You
should then set the spread dithering amount to
between 15 and 40 per cent so that the final
explosion doesn't look too pixely.

Now you can begin to lay down your explo-
sion. Select the filled circle tool and set the fill
mode effect to Spherical. Enable the anti-alias
so that it is smoothed with the background and

we a lth o f  e ffe ct
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FLIP_ j

CLEAR I- •  RANDOMRESTORE
_   UNDO I  DI THER: T T

 BRUSH
I  STRETCH
I  PATTERN
di SHAPE
I  PERSPECTIVE

Supe rb e xp losions ca n  b c cre a te d  by combin ing
ju st  a  f e w of  your pa int  pa cka ge 's to o ls toge the r
= N B  1 0 1 6  0 1 0 1 1 0 1 6  2 1 1 . 1

then paint the circle down, placing the spherical
angle at the very centre. You should end up
with a circle, yellow in the centre and changing
through red to black as it expands.

This effect is pretty good in its own right but
still looks too contrived and pixely. To finish
the explosion, use a large pen with the con-
nected draw mode, switch or C  --a -

111111111111=1111m1

COLOR
a TINT
a COLORIZE
-I BRIGHTEN
a DARKEN

STENCIL

el REPLACE A M O U N T ;

downpour. I then grabbed the entire page as a
brush, enabled the Brighten effect with a setting of
10 per cent, and stomped the brush over the
background. Voila - perfect rain!

The Brighten tool was then used again to cre-
ate the glowing light effect. A circular red light
was first created on the spare page then, using
the filled circle tool with a Brighten setting of 15
per cent. I drew a circle larger than the light to
create a glow on the background. The red light
was then placed Over the centre of the glow with
the anti-alias effect enabled. Drawing more, sma-
ller brightened circles just off the main glow, I was
able to simulate a lens flare. You con put the
Brighten effect to many more uses, smoke for
example.

AMIGA COMPUTING
JA N U A R  Y 1
9 9 6

JHARD EDGES , a  CYCLE

•  SHOW I  SPEED!1
1

tee/

Glowing ligh ts a nd ra in ma de  e a sy wit h
the Brighte n  funct ion. Yo u  ca n  e ve n
simula te  le ns fla re s re a sona bly we ll
111111111t

SMOOTH
152 S i

COLORS: 2 1
SPREAD: E M I

MI I R A N D O M
•  SMOOTH D I T H E R  1

SMEAR D I T H E R 2
AVG SMEAR N E G A T I V E
RANGE a l  HAL FERITE

RUB THRUCYCLE
CONFORM

J CENTER

SHORIZONT AL
II VERTICAL
•  LINEAR
al HIGHLIGHT
111SPHERICAL
ORADIAL

PLAYING W I T H  F IRE
rind then drag arms of fire outward from th.
outer area of the circle. Finally, select filled rec-
tangle with Smooth set at 100 per cent and
draw a box over your explosion. When you see
he finished effect you should be pleasantly
surprised.

You could easily make the explosion occur on
a flat surface, such as a road, by simply cutting
the bottom half away after smoothing. You can
see this type of explosion on the diagram.

With effects such as explosions, it's worth-
while building up a collection of different special
effects to save time with future projects. Also
make notes of any effect values you use so that
you know exactly what settings do what.

From next month b e  leaving static images
alone for a short while to take a look at anima-
tion techniques. If  you have discovered any
useful special effects, send them in to Amiga
Computing and endeavour to include them
7
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FREE FREE'',FREE F R E E
AMES CHEATS 1 .4  EMULATOR

ON ALL ORDERS

LIBRARY DISK P O S T  & PACK
ON ALL ORDERS
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PLATFORM GAMES rEngss • COLUMNS AMIGA LEISURE AMIGA EMULADoN
191 DR STRANG( 2 •  . 013 TET-TREN TETRA :  '  205 AMIGA PUNTER L  313 VI 310 V20
1201 Al l  WEIRD WILEY 1 0 7  INVINTRIS TETRIS r  228 PERM CHECKER , , _  327 ACTION REPLAY
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1233 ROACH MOTEL 6 1 1  HOT-BlOX TETRIS r  1015 2030E TAIQUEEN T .  889 PC EM 2 DISK
1243 A13 TECVENTURE 6 2 6  MEGA-BLOR TETRIS L  1104 NMI OXYGENE 2 E  391 BI C  MICRO

SPACE BLASTERS •  657 ZYNx COLUMNS L i  1130 ROOTS V2 L  955 V3-V2 M  V1•3
I 911 SOLO ASSAIRT ,  9 6 4  TEAM TEEM 0  1146 Fat  MOON r :  113B mA0PaOSH NO I.3

1083 DE-GALAGA 2.5 9 7 1  SPELL-TR6 L  1184 BOSNISMETAt D I S K  COPIERS
1139 TRACER NOT 13 1 0 7 4  STAIR NOT 1.3 C .  1186 NOSTROMO 12 I :  150 )_COPY PRO
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AR Games are on 1 disk and run on all Amigas uniess otheiwise statedPICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE
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1 2 C = C O M I
J ANUARY  1 9 9 6

L i

Ce3J2E111131032 4)111
[QUALITY RD./CD ROM & SHAREWARE'

only 079.99 or with (HARD DRIVE 8( SCALA)1only L 4 7 9 . 9 9  Free P&P on both packs

mss
AI 200 "AMIGA MAGIC" PACKS
Includes the best Software Package ever supplied with the Amiga.
2 MEG, BASIC PACK Save over £20.00 on the RRP

SEND 2 x BANK DISKS & SAE. FOR FREE
CENTURION RD. CATALOGUE DISKS

OI_LERELALTH_YDLIR FIRST ORDEPw,

If you supply your own disks, then pay only 40p per disk_ please add LI  .00 p&p.
Otherwise a ll d isks are 7Sp each +  add 75p p&p  (U K Ord e rs on ly).

If you are ordering from outside of the UK then please add £
1 . 5 0  f o r  p & p .LATEST PUBLIC DOMAIN TITLES

4201 -  TRAP IN u  17 1 -  AMIGA E y3 ( i i  0 1 4 6  -  supEo DHS
0104 -  GALLEONS 1 1 7 6  -  M.11,1 v2.3 S S W  - ARICORE SUDESHOW
GIOS -  EMMKONFUCT 1 1 1 7 0  -  STOCK CONTROL PRO s1.2 0 1 8 5  -  'BOGOR DEMO
0706 -  POUND ISLAND G I S S  -SUPER MIDDY THINGS III
4207 -  PUSH a SHOY 0 I 7 4  -  ROCKETZ 11 D M &  -  SURF IN JAll WEE (I)
0M117 -  NO MAN DEMO (21 G i n  -  COARSE ANGLER RI E 0 6 7  -  M S DISK 7
DINS -  ICING INTROS 95 (AGA) I I 1 3 7  -  D1OPI6 COMPANION G i e s  -  SUPER Elf SQUAD
D M  -  NM ME WORD 7 (AGA) (1) 0138  -  SIMPESNIFTER "3.08 0 1 0 1  -  LEGIONS OF DAWN
U167 -  BELIES PAINT U 1 3 9  -  OCM 4 1 6 2  -  APPLEIACK AGA (21
11160 -  INTERNET UT1LS II 0 1 4 1  -  EASYCALC c1.00 0 1 0 0  -  SPEEDWAY CHIMPS
01 61 -  MULTIVISION 9 1 1 1 4 2  -  REMDATE c2.0
IJIGI -  MULTWISION 10 0 1 4 3  -  MAGIC TIRECK POI (2) G I 8 3  -  MORTAL KUMQUAT III
U164 -  DISK HELPER 9 0 1 4 4  -  ESS AMINEI 8 6 1 6 1  -  BOOMIN ECK
11166 -  Dim HELPER IS H I M  -  ASI MEW CREATORS G i 8 4  -  DARK ANGEL
ZOOM CD £ 1 9 9 9  -  LOCK 'N' LOAD CO.19.99 -  GATEWAY CD E 9 . 9 9
ASSASSINS C D - L I 9  99 -  POWER GAMES ...... ...-t9.99 -  GAMER DELIGHT , E9.99

1,000s of PD Titles to choose from. Many more CD ROM Titles in Stock.
i&LI.  CDs CARRY FREE P&P)

DOWNLOAD FULL PRODUCT LISTINGS & CATALOGUES FROM THE" MI DNI G HT EXPRESS BBS"
ON (+44) 01384 86 56 26 (24 HRWSOFTWARF READY TO DOWNLOAD NOW

O r de r  Hot l i ne . . .  ( 0  I  1 7 4 )  6 7 7 6 7 3  2 4  hour s
T O  ORDE R, Send your mote & aclace51, along oath your order to Cent•rmo PO (Dept Cecrpl•

24 Wastwater Orve. Woodcrest, Bradford. Weir Yorks 006 TN. We accept chequeVPOwtterocheques etc
'Nate enure that you add the correct postage costs

If you don't see what you want then give us a  ca ll & we  will t ry to obta in I t for you

WIZARD GAMES
1 MORIN MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE. YOU 7EY• Tel: 01fl3 376 380

ANIHIA -  CHOOSE ANY 3 FOR E20.00 OR f..8.99 EACHTowel Manttencoleetkocost
TM Om
To? Goo (AI/MIA-SW
Tomer cf Soul. I4I2001
Trios Treoures
Tonal Piaui.
Trutt
Veal Lek
V ont. d Onerietry
Wantdo Ire Soccer
Wed Cop Soccer
Wow StOtroPort•

ta Politer% Scram (INTIM Fantasy ! t e m p o *
.tathiana !'amill F a t  Men P 'tirgi M r  B.olia,
APaDRI *UM W" F o o t h i l l  Gino N e i r  Fakio
Bawd oit line Can F o n  Staoei 101444.am at C .  to Latch
Otoce•sitr (A I XiSS F u r y  oi dm Furies P i n e *
C-aft lot Mae G l u o n )  P r e m i e r  Hauge, 3
Crash INFtlffEIS C I 6 O r d . . t .  (Al NO a e l  XillIntaldl
Crynal Dora  H e r t n y o n e  •  Wodeona S e c o n d  Sanyini IN .  121)0)
Cylotecent 3 p a t o  Pond 1 IAl21X11 S h a k o  agloa
D-Cioneotkin l e t  Strike (Al 200i % H a a n  Weal.
0.4.ole Scrip Pedoe K I M  S l o r i n o l o
Danes (Al 2003 k i c k  OR 3 Earepe 10.5001 S l e e p  wa u, lAileDi
Druanotat Hero L e a c T  el Scrawl S o c c e r  Kid
Soromn Charrowns IOW P l a n  Lied Low Cheops S t i t t i r  SLIPtrl., W o r i d  Clan Rugby IS
i is Son. Usk 2 H a r e m  Admen.. aftl2C01 S i m  Pot In 12001 3 o - i o t

When Order1ng Weide give one Alternative also which Amiga

AMIGA - CHOOSE ANY 3 FOR L10.00 - PLEASE GIVE I ALTERNATIVE
Si g o  to Hemout G r a h a m e  istior P e p l o s  S t r e w
AM C n a l  SPY P a t e  •  Dem S a n  Croometh
American Pro Media So a w a i t . . . n o  Mini., P I A ,  S ap P t. O w  S u s i t ,  ttethme lir .
Ai sho• Wes H u d s o n  Moe R a m m o  S w a m .  Frog Medanarmlet H e n r y  For fmn F t t l . M 0 0 1 )  101
emit 2 O f e l o r o •  B a k  Daiwa.. 2 S a u t h  lawle im. 11501
U .  Lon. a d o n r a  Imo •  Lim Criaade R o a d  Blotto (not I70r4 S w a s t i c a i c  ii
Par e.t.d. A c t i o n  Con. S a n t o  Xmas Cape, T h e  Poem
aortal S o.. I n t a r n a n o m i  Soccer S o a p  T a w  C r oon. .
1155 lam SaPrno.r l a t . ,  Write ince locoed) S h a d o w  Deicer T o o l  Pi.OR
Benny Books I o t a  Barnes % a d . . . A t l i  T a t t o o
Column Chos not I 705 t e e t t e t  Weapon & e a  or Saw.
C oto ' H o p e .  I nut i a *  S t o p p e r s . .  T u r m a n  I
Oahe Amok M e n  Uni &rope S o c c e r  Sur UVeirld Cup l i h r i n t o  Gold
DennetA I me m e
t
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Dinosaur Deoricuo Nato M e g a  Hamm S p a t e  a Tranoloria V o l g a .
Fly lewd* M e g .  Teats S t a r t r e a k e r  W i n t e r  Coe,h.gs Dram r i e c i a  S i . , .  Doh Smolt*
Rotate Devote 2 M c e p h  1411001 S u e .  Hook.- ' H o l d  Owe  eceLim Neap
,Cob.. War .. km 3 1 , 4 n  Player kiceer Plan S t r e a d t h i a o  W o r k i  PLOT
Coarenortis 'puree! N g e l  Hanna S i m i t r  II M o o n  I

When Ordering any games please state which Amiga
Ant epproath Truro . . .  .  . L 2 1 1 1  ° H a a r .  L i s a /  J O Y S T I C K S
Alen lewd N) n i a t t  S unk= GM_ L I M
kreath •  UAW tsy • M OO)  ____ iM il, T u t o  Tr*. _ _ _ - -  _ _ _  . f  ll it fl onFild.k .- • • •  - - - - - -  4. PM
Ctotl* .  . . _  ,  M P ;  ObeeOloa 0 1 9 9  Freewill* _ V O X
Dinatino.or_. -  . t a l ,  los . .0 0  L 2 1 9 9  N A ! .  • . . I I I I .  LIAM • ouis  t4.11

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE OF OUR SOFTWARE
Games subject to availability.

A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR ORDER. Open 6 days a week 9.00 - 5.30
Price inc. P+P (U.K.)

Europe + t2.00 per game. Rest of the World £3.00.
1.1411. S h o p  prices may vary.

Cheques or Postal Orders payable to: Wizard Games.
WIZARD GANES, I NORTH MARINE RD, SCARBOROUGH, N. YORKS Y011 7EY

Tel &  Fax: 01723 3765861503299
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different types of font available to the
Amigo user, how to convert them to for-
mats more suited to your needs, some-

thing about basic font styles, and a few pointers to
sensible font use. This month I'm going to conclude
the series with a look at different uses of fonts in
video titling and a couple of hints and tips.

In case you didn't know, there are a variety of
different techniques under the general heading of
video titling - these include captions, titles, subtitles,
scrolls, and crawls. Which technique you use could
help determine both the size and design of the
lont/s best suited to the job in hand - though don't
forget to also consider the context of the production
when making your choice.

The simplest way to video title is 'page-flipping',
where a sequence of stills is slowly displayed one

HOT COLOURS
O k Cly n o w  S O W .  1 1 5 ,  1 1 0  ,  r  m u c h  y o ,  r / .

tempted, be very careful about using strong colours when
(king with graphics and video -  especially avoid pure

rt as and blues and vivid greens and oranges. If  you must
use these colours, you'd be advised to enclose them within
dark or light borders, otherwise they will have a tendency
to 'bleed', particularly where low-end video formats such as
VHS are being used, or the output from your Amiga is via a
modulator or a cheap and nasty genlock (not that I'm saying
cheap equals nasty, because it isn't necessarily
IMEMIEPPIPb.
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at a time to reveal their contents. You can even do
this with Deluxe Paint (or other animation pro.
grams), so a video titling package isn't strictly
necessary if this technique is all you need.

There are almost no restrictions as to how you
use fonts with this technique, beyond keeping style
and content within sensible limits. Big, small (but
keep it readable by viewers), mixed styles, graph-
ics, whatever. Page flipping can be used for titles,
credits, captions, and subtitles, but you'll need
proper titling software for successful scrolling and
crawling

For subtitling and captioning you probably won't
be able to use a large type size, since you'll need
to convey the required information within the length
(timing( of the shot - therefore, you may need to
use small(ish) lettering to achieve this. You'll also
need to leave plenty of palette Colour 0 on screen
so that we can see the actual subject of the subtitle
or caption after genlocking. In practical terms, this
generally means sticking to sizes which are usually
less thon one-sixth of the total screen height (think in
limes instead of the usual 'points').

Scrolls and crawls bring their own problems. For
crawls (where a single line of text moves horizont-
ally across the screen), follow the guidelines for
captions and subtitles, For scrolls, you'll need to
work out the best way to lay out your information in
context with the images they may be combined
with. You'll have to experiment to discover how
many characters will fit across the screen in a par-
ticular typeface. You'll need to design how the per-
formers and technicians ore described, and the run-

Oka y,  I 'm  bre a king m y
own rubes -  but I  ca n
only got  one  thustra t ion
on the paga, ea what
oiso can I do?
MOM 1111111N1
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PART 3

ning order. You'll also need to use a font or two (but
usually no more) which can be read at the speed of
the scroll, yet still provide all the information
required within the time allowed.

These ore the basic techniques. but they aren't
the only ones. Scala owners will already know
they can use a wide range of wipes and effects to
introduce their text and graphics onto screen, and
video users can easily incorporate such presentahon
techniques into their video titling. Most good video
titling programs also allow for at least a limited
range of effects, such as teletype (where letters ore
typed onto screen one by one) and a variety of
wipes (ports of the screen are electronically 'wiped
away' to reveal the next graphic or caption).

BIG SCREEN
A i t n o ;  no  v .  e c e s s o r y  ' f o r
instance if your video h a v e  a 'letter-
box' crop) it is usually best to work in a
PAL overscan resolution, preferably one
around 768 x 580 (programs vary) so
that t ext  fl ows smoothly on  an d
off screen. Lower resolutions produce
chunkier images and probably won't
look slick enough for classy work, but
they do have their place, especially if
your Amigo is very basic.

Video titling has a lot of scope, and
once you've got a good font and soft-
ware collection you can start coming up
with new styles and methods for your
titles. Perhaps the best place to get new
ideas for using fonts with video, and to
see the classic styles, is to study the idiot
box in your living room. There are lots of
professionals at work on what you see,
so why not learn from them? There's
more to go-ad television than just actors
and directors -  and sometimes it can be
the graphics and captions which just help
that bit more, but not always.

IN C L O S I N G
If you con, use kerning to space the letters more
neatly, and use margins and tabs to keep your text
tidy. Don't crowd a page. Use borders and drop-
shadows for clarity. The information is there to be
read, so let it be that way. Balance style and con-
tent, impact and informotion and you'll be on the
right !rock.

Next Month: Video titling for beginners.
You can e-mail Gary Whiteley as

drgoz@cix.compulink.co.uk



s l ong as y our  a d is t e n
words or less, i ts absolutely
free! Should you warn more
space. you II fi nd unrivalled
value f o r  m one y  -  f o r

Instance. ZS words cost part €10. Fill in
the form below and send it to us with
your payments I d  applicablei  -  and
remember to include your  telephone
nwroberf

A

•  41200, A500 contacts wanted. Richard Johnson, 3
Tunard, Grimsby.. S. Humberside, ISNS 27LS.
•  For details of new AGA CD, phone Richard on:
01263722169.
•  Amiga 1200, Desktop Dynamite_ ENO ono. HD,
Printel, Floppy, negotiable. Tel: 01954 202349.
•  Amiga Buzz 88S, tel: 01924 491461, V. everything.
24hrs, Kent:)
•  Wanted 500/1200 contacts. Ray, 35 Oakfield gar-
dens, fclitonton, London, N18 1W.
•  Wanted internal hard drive for MOO over 5fitb. Tel:
Tony, 0161-865 9398.
•  Amiga P.S.U. suit any Amiga 500 to 1200 f20. Tel:
01803 299447.
•  Ion capacity hard drive for 4600 (internal) want-
ed. Tel: Tony, 0161-865 9398.
•  W83 manual en Espanol (Amiga Guide) 654 2995,
DJ. Mexico *oil.
•  44000010 120Mb 2nd floppy drive. Miuovitec
monitor. 6Mb RAM 1-1/12. Internal floppy software inc
WorchvorthT £759 Ono. Tel: 01634 389249.
•  41200 with HD. €280 - will send cap. Tel: 0956
558024.
•  Rendale high quality Genlork SVHS/Composite

1

cost E499. bargain E299_ Tel: 01271 870549.
•  Fast contacts wanted. Ed, 4 Bignton Rd, Medstead,
GU34

Imagine User Group needs you! Phone Spencer on
.
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•  41200 overdrive bare, half price, only E50. Tel:
Dean, 01993 846270.
•  Commercial games programmer wanted. Tel:
Ralph Lovesy, 01280 850450.
•  Emplarit board basic, (Mac), (200. Comes with
Marathon. Tel: 01263 722169.
•  Ai 203, GVP030 50MHz, FPU MMU, 210Mb hard
drive, 10 megs memory. Tel: Tony, 0151-487 9218.
•  8 2
0 0 0  
7 /
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Excellent condition Tel! 01245 4E5487
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•  41200 85Mb hard drive, 2Mb RAM, Viorcrivorth
3.1, Philips monitor, £500. Tel: 01245 451697.
•  Al 200 desktop Dynamite 170Mb hard drive,
Bargain, E350. Tel:01703 557313 after 6_30 pm.
•  Scorpio BBS, 0181 657 4913. 6pm-midnight. 50
plus CDs, Contact John Nicholas, 5 Sandpiper Road,
South Croydon CR2 8PP.
•  Al200, 6Mb 170 hard drive. Books, games, war-
ranty, £600. Tel: 01205 270340,
•  41200, 6Mb RAM, 120 hard drive, 1438 monitor,
Viper 030, second disk drive, FM 40. €650 ono. Tel:
01772 797432.
•  A4000 040/40MHz PAR with capture system. May
split, f3750. Tel: 01726 832220.
•  Seagate 120Mb hard drive. 3 inch IDE, (40. Id:

Germany 5722 5953.
•  CVP Genlocit £160. DPaint 4 ACA near, LAS Tit
01767 640088,
•  4500 plus W82, external floppy dove, OOP * l ib
Hard drive, 4Mb SIMMS, complete. £250 or ad ipk
Tel: 0191454 2058,
•  Al 200 as new, extra drive, 4 ioysbcks. mouse ad
mat, 2 samplers, lots of software. magazines. f3011
Tel: 01745 887941 after 6pm
•  Al200 hardware protects wanted. moms
bell4shadesnildranco.uk or tel: 01670 851311
•  AI 200 127Mb hard drrve, E/drive. Clmoritor.
loads of software, £470. CDTV, keyboard, dtsk Mot
trackball, £150. CD32 joypad software, E170 Tel
01322 666771. eves.

Name

Address

Postcode

RDER F O R M

Telephone

Cheques should be made payable to " Amiga Computing
Please include my adverusernent in the nvit  available i'55Ue 01 Arptuu (6rnpu!ing• I confirm that the advert ts not selling illegal copies oi
sottssare or hardware that do not belong to me I  permit you to publish rr5i addressAeltephone number only if I have included obese
,Jetarls within my advertisement copy. I am over 18 years of age appIK.ants under 18 must get a parent or gikardian to sign betow).

Signed
Send to: AMC Classifieds, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK1O 4NP
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A l o r t G A  ADVERTISERS'INDEX
COMPUTING

17 Bit  Sof twar e 1 1 6
1st Computer  Centr e 2 6 ,  27
Ac tive Sof twar e 7 0 ,  71
Analogic  1 2 2
Arnold Comp_Supplies  1 1 0
Blittersoft 5 5
Br ian F owler  Computer s  4 7
Bus  Stop  Pd 1 1 0
Capr i C D  Dis tr ibut ion  1 1 0
Care Elec tronic s  1 2 6
Centur ion Pd  1 2 8
Dart Computer  1 2 6
DT BS 1 1 0
E.M. Computer gr aph ic s  1 2 0
Epic  Mar k et ing  9 7 ,  101
Force Sof twar e 6 2 ,  63
Four th Lev el D ev e lopment  2 3 ,  73
G.T.I.  1 1 4
G ames  without  F rontiers  9 4 ,  95
G as teiner  7 7
GreyTronics   3 6 ,  37
GV Br oad Enterpr is es  1 1 0
Harwoods  1 3 ,  69, 108,  109
Hi So f t  2 8 ,  O BC
HI( )  1 2 4
ICPUG  1 1 0

Kew = II 1 1 0
MG 's  Pd 1 2 6
Moore Healy  Mk t ing 1 1 0
O nLine Pd 1 1 0
Owl As s oc iates   1 1 3
Pathfi nder  Pd 1 1 0
PD City  1 1 0
PD Sof t  5 0 ,  5 1 , 5 2
Power  Comput ing  I F C ,  3, 33,  IBC
Pr emier  Mail O r der  1 1 8
Pr emier  Vis ion 8 6
S & S  Computer  Supplies  1 1 0
Seas oft  Comput ing  3 4
Silent  Paw  Pr oduc t ions  1 1 3
Siren Sof twar e  6 ,  7, 9
Softwar e 2000 8 0 ,  81
Software Ex pr es s ions  9 1
Spec ial Res er v e 1 8 ,  19
Sty lus  Inc  6 6
Under gr ound Pd 1 2 8
Vis age Computer s  Ltd 3 8
Weir d Sc ienc e 5 9
Wiz ar d Dev e lopments  8 4 ,  85
Wiz ar d G ames  1 2 8
Zone 1 L t d  1 1 3
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VIPER 28 MKII BARE
L119.95

VIPER 28 MKII 2MB . . . .
1199.95

VIPER 28 MKII 4MB
£259.95

VIPER 28 MKII BMB
L399.95

VIPER 28 MKII 16MB
£569.95

S u p e r i o r  n e r f  o rmance . Full  on  speed. Yours when
you add th e  new  Falcon 68040/060 accelerator to  you r
Amiga 1200. I t 's  l i ke  neve r h i t t i n g  th e  brakes. Sta te -
o f-the-art-techno logy fo r  th e  u l t i ma te  rush. Seriously
faster than  a 4000/040 a t a fracti on  o f  the  cost. Fi t the
Falcon, fee l  th e  speed. I f  you dare.

1.5 Times mor e power ful
than the Ami ga 4000/ 040*

RAM Access 3.5 times quicker
than the Ami ga 4000 / 040
*

Easily upgr adabl e  to the
68060 Pr ocessor
* *

68060 Processor
socket bui l t-i n

Can host up to 128MB
of Local Burst RAM

Fast SCSI-II/Ill SMA
Hard Disk Control l er  (10MB/ Sec)

PCMCI A Compati bl e and
ful ly auto-confi gur i ng

Speed based on th e  fr11044)25Piet
4.  C P U• •  Upgr ade 6806D pr ice pr ogr am m e available soon
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SIMM—Connector

w  °em us  e s m e e M l i v
e r u s s o m e l
M

68040 o r
68060 CPU

The V ipe r  28  c an hav e u p  t o  128MB
RAM ins talled, f u ll Kickstart remapping,
o p t io n a l  5C5I•11 a d a p t o r ,  o n - b o a r d
b a t t e ry  b a c k e d  c lo c k ,  6 8 8 8 2  c o •
processor, ins t ruc t ion  and da t a  burs t

The V ip e r  50 c an hav e u p  t o  128M8
RAM ins talled,  and  t he  same features
as the Viper 28.

VIPER 50 BARE ,  . . .  f 1 9 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 2MB   £ 2 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 4MB  f 3 4 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 8MB   1 4 7 9 . 9 5
VIPER 50 16MB   £ 6 4 9 . 9 5

FALCON 68040LC 25MHZ . 1 4 2 9 _ 9 5
FALCON 68040RC 25MHZ E 4 9  9 9 5
FALCON 6804ORC 33MHZ . . E 5 4 9 . 9 S
FALCON 68060RC 50MHZ . . E 6 4 9 . 9
5
.
4MB SIMM  1 1 3 9 . 9 !
8MB SIMM  £ 2 7 9 . 9 '
SCSI ADAPTOR  £ 2 9 . 9 !
All Fa imys come complete with a coolmg ta

WARP ENGINES

FPU's c o mp le t e  w i t h  c ry s ta l.  P lea
state f or Bliz zard c ompat ibilit y
.
20MHZ FPU PLCC E M I
33MHZ FPU PLCC  £ 3 9 . 1
40MHZ FPU PLCC  1 6 0 1
50MH2 FPU PGA  1 1 1 9 . 1
SCSI-11 I N T E R F A C E  WIPER i l  Otaly )  £ 6 9 . '

4MB SIMM  1 1 3 9
-13MB SIMM  1 2 7 9 .

A l200  BMB RAM c ard wh ic h  uses

32 5IMMs and is PCMCIA f riendPC1208 BARE  159
PC1208 1MB  1 6 9
PC1208 2MB   / 1 2 9
PC1208 4MB   1 1 $ 9
PC1208 BMB   1 3 2 1

LI



Imagine a world where light
doesn't move in waves...

Cinema4D

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk
Please send me some more iniormauon on Cinema.41 J.
and my free demo copy of the program. The demo is
compatible with any Amiga running Workbench 104
(or higher) and with 2Mb, or more, of free memory.

Name'

Address:

Post Code:

You can also obtain a Cinenta-ID demo pack
by calling HiSoft, freephone, on 0500 223660

The world-beating Cinema4D is
available from all good Amiga
software dealers, priced at £199 inc.

I f  you experience any difficulties
obtaining Cinema4D, you can order
free by telephoning our order
hotline on 0500 223660, armed with
your credit or debit card or you can
send us a cheque or postal orders.
Please add E3 P&P for despatch to
addresses within the UK,  L6 for
next day delivery (if goods in stock).

HiSoft 1995. E&OE

HiSoft Systems is proud to present Cinema4D - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing, Cinema4D is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at E199
inc., Cinema4D does not carry a power-user price tag.

CinemAD provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime
interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (Al200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The Cinema4D animator brings you even closer to the world of
"virtual reality", breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
Cinema4D its so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

CinematID runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAM8, 24-bit,etc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXE Reflections, etc.).

S Y S T E M S
The Old School, Greenfield

Bedford MK45 5DE U K
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
hisoft@cix.compulink_co.lik


